THE DISPATCHES 


OF 


FIELD MARSHAL THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON, 
DURING HIS VARIOUS CAMPAIGNS 

FROM 

1799 TO 1818. 


Monumentum acre perennius.' 



THE DISPATCHES 


OF 

FIELD MARSHAL 

THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON, 

DDKINQ ms VARIOUS CAMPAIGNS 

IS 


INDIA, DHNMARK, PORTUGAL, SI'i/IlihTmB LOW 
OOU CL. ■ 


KKOM 




'^'DMPILED EUOM OKFKTAE AND Af'THENTIC DOUDMKNTK, 
HY 

LIBtJT. (30L0NEL (aiRWOOl), 

K«qtnuF TO lUH ouAc’i ah kniout or Tur. UAm. 


VOLUME THE EIGHTH, 

w M'jr fa)rn<)i\. 


IA> N DC) N : 

JOHN MHURAY, ALBEMARLE STREET. 


Ml»< ('I XKrCVIll- 



LONDON : 

PRINTED BY WILLIAM CLOWES AND SONS» 
Stamford Streat. 



THE DISPATCHES 

OF 

FIELD MARSHAL THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON, 

IN 

j 

THE PENINSULA, 

IN 

1811 AND 1812 . 


To Lieut, General Sir Brent Spencer^ K.B, 

^ My dear Spencer^ ‘ Quinta de Granicha, 1 Uli June, 1811. 

* I have received your letter of the 9th June. 

^ I do not exactly understj^d what orders have been given 
to General Pack, and in what manner affairs are situated at 
Almeida. 

' My memorandmn-^to.you of the 15th May was founded 
on a supposition that it might be neexissary for you to retire 
from the h’ontier, and I expressed a particular anxiety that 
that place (Almeida) should not be abandoned till it should 
be necessary.” , 

^ My letter to you of the 1st instant was founded on a 
supposition that the enemy were about to move through the 
mountains towards the Tagus; and, after having requested 
you to make a corresponding movement, I requested that 
General Pack’s brigade might remain at Almeida, and in 
the neighborhood, till relieved by the militia. 

I did not think it probable that, if you should make, the 
movement to the south directed by my letter of the Ist 
instant, there could exist any necessity for abandoning and 
destroying Almeida, and I did not advert to it in that 
letter. But it appears by your letter of the 8th instant, 
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which I received yesterday^ that you had directed General 
Pack to consider his secure retreat as a primary object^ 
and that, upon evacuating the place, he should blow up the 
remainder of the fortifications, and destroy the military 
stores,” adverting, of course, to my memorandum to you of 
the 15th May. According to this memorandum, Almeida 
should not have been abandoned till it was necessaiy ; and 
yet it appears, by your letter of the 9th instant, to have been 
so little necessary, that General Pack left in that neighbor- 
hood one regiment of his brigade, which is^there still. 

" There can be no reason whatever why that regiment 
should now remain at Almeida. The place, and everything 
it contained, are destroyed, and the regiment should be 
directed to join the brigade j but as I have had a good deal 
of correspondence with the Government upon the subject of 
Almeida, and they have taken some pains and incurred some 
expense in preparing to repair the place, it is desirable that 
I should have a copy of the orders sent to General Pack, 
and his official report of the mode in which he executed 
them 5 and that the necessity for abandoning and destroying 
the place should be made clear. Upon this last point, it 
would be desirable to have in detail the reports of the 
enemy’s situation on the 6th, 7th, and 8th, and the situation 
of Barbacena s cavalry and of our posts. 

I requested Colonel Murray to write to you yesterday 
respecting the passage of the Tagus by the troops under 
your command ; since which I have received Captain Grant’s 
letter of the 7th, from the enclosures in which it would 
appear that the passage of the Tagus by the army of Por- 
tugal, although a probable operation, is not absolutely 
decided. I request, therefore, that the following disposition 
may, for the present, be made of the troops under your 
command, instead of that directed in Colonel Murray’s 
letter of yesterday : the Light division, and one brigade 
of cavalry, at Niza, as therein directed; the 1st division, 
the right at Villa Velha, the left in the villages between 
Villa Velha and Gastello Branco, and one brigade of cavalry 
in front of Gastello Branco, towards Salvaterra; the 5th 
division in the cantonments, as directed in Colonel Murray’s 
letter of yesterday. 

^ I have seen Mr. Kennedy regarding your supplies. 
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From your letter^ I understand that the whole have, or will 
have, bread to the 15th inclusive ; 100,000 rations of bread 
have been ordered to Gastello Bi'anco, which it is appre- 
hended may not arrive there. But there are 50,000 rations 
at Villa Velha, and the magazine is at Abrantes, about nine 
leagues from Niza. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut, General ' Wellington. 

Sir B, Spencer y 

To Lieut, General Sir iSrejit Spencer y K.S, 

^ My dear Spencer, ‘ Quinta de Graniclia, 12th June, iSll. 

^ I received this morning your two letters of the 10th. 

‘ You had better send the sick you may have to AlDrarites, 
but not by water from Villa Velha. The Portuguese sliould 
also go from Gastello Branco to Lisbon by Abrantes. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut, General ' Wellington. 

Sir B. Spencer, K,B,' 


To Colonel Austin, 

f Sir, ‘ Quinta de Granicha, 12tli June, 1811. 

' In consequence of the expected early collection of the 
enemy’s whole force in Estremadura, 1 think it probable 
that General Blake’s corps will return to the Gondado de 
Niebla, and that they will pass through Portugal on their 
way thither. I have desired the Commissary General to 
prepare for their passage with provisions at Beja and at 
Villa ViQosa; and I request you to have from 12,000 to 
15,000 rations of bread and meat, and 1500 rations of 
forage, prepared for them at Mertola, and boats collected at 
that place, in order to transport them across the Guadiana. 
I cannot say exactly when they will march, but it is dOsifablo 
that all the preparations should be made immediately ; and 
I will give you the earliest intimation of the movement. 

' I will pay any expense that may be incurred to collect 
the rations or boats. 

" I have the lionor to be, &c. 

WELLiNGtON. 


‘ Colonel Austin.^ 
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To Captain General Don Joaquin Blake, 

‘ Quinta de Granicha, 

" Monsieur le General, ce 12 Juin, isii. 

J’ai recii la lettre que votre Excellence m’a fait I’hon- 
neur de m’ecrire le 11, et je conviens avec voxis que vous 
ferez bien de porter les operations du corps d’armee de votre 
Excellence dans le Condado de Niebla, en cas qu’il devienne 
necessaire pour Tar me e alliee Anglaise et Portugaise de se 
porter sur la Caya. 

^ J e vous envois une route par laquelle seule votre artil- 
lerie pour r ait marclier, et vous verrez a la note la provision 
qu’on aura faite pour votre marche. J’ai donne ordre qu’on 
fasse provision pour 12,000 hommes et 1500 clievaux, et je 
vous prie de me faire savoir s’il vous en faut plus. 

^ Le si^ge de Badajoz sera entiereinent leve cette nuit. 

^ Je n’ai pas encore de nouvelles du mouvement du Mare- 
cbal Soult; mais je crois qu’il aura ete joint par le corps de 
Drouet aujourd’hui, et probablement qu’il se mettra en 
mouvement demain. Son premier mouvement sera, il y a 
apparence, vers Hornachos, ou m^me plus a sa droite, pour 
eviter toute affaire avec nous, jusqu'a Tarrivee de larmee de 
Portugal. " Je suppose que votre premier mouvement sera 
sur Valverde pour attendre celui de I’ennemi, Celui de nos 
troupes eii avant sera sur Albuera. 

^ Les 3“^® et divisions de I’armee de Portugal, sous les 
ordres du General Regnier, sent arrivees a Plasencia le 
9 de ce mois. Cest un jour plus tard que je n’ai compte, 
mais elles pourront toujours arriver a Merida le 16; et si 
elles font la jonction par le pont de Medellin, elles la feront 
le 15. 

^ Je vous prie, Monsieur le General, de donner ordre 
qu’on conserve la discipline en passant par le royaume de 
Portugal. 

' Je suis bien fach^ que je n’ai pas eu le plaisir de faire 
la connaissance de votre Excellence; mais j’espere que I’oc- 
casion est seulement retardee pour le moment. 

^ J’ai I’honneur d’etre, &c. 

* Le Capitaine General " WELLINGTON, 

Don Joaquin Blake: 
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To Major General the Hon* W, Stewart. 

"My DlilAR Sir, " Quinta de Granicha, r 2 tli June, 1811. 

" I have received your letter of the 9th- 

" I was allowed by the Commander in Chief to recommend 
for brevet promotion a certain number of Officers ; and 1 was 
under the necessity of course of. taking- them from all parts 
of the army. I was also obliged to attend to the claims of 
seniority in instances in which tlic senior Officer had besides 
the claim of merit. Under these circumstances, although 
the light regiments had their proportion of this promotion, 
I Avas not enabled to recommend your brother. Captain J. 
Stewart, although I certainly wished it. 

General Craufurd has since proposed to me a plan, 
under which I could have got him the rank of Major, if that 
plan had been practicable; but the Spaniards were to be 
concerned; and if the plan was practicable, so much time 
must elapse before they can be brought to consent to it, that 
it is useless to undertake it. 

'I assure you that it will give mo great satisfaction to 
have it in my power to forward tlu^ views of your brotlior 
in the service, not only for lus advantage, but for that of 
the public. 

' Belicvo mo, kv. 

^ Major General " VVkij.inoton. 

the Hoji. IF, Sleimrt.' 

To Colonel Gordon^ Comrnismrijin Chief. 

* Quinta cle Granicha, 

^My dear Colonel, I 2 ih June, isu. 

' I have received your letter of the 17th May, and I am 
much obliged to you for the desire you express to render 
your department useful to us in this country. 

" The Portuguese commissariat, and all the departments 
attached to that army, are in a miserably inefficient state 
from two causes : the want of authority to enfoiTo obedience 
to order and regulation ; the want of money to defray the 
necessary expenses. 

^ The departments attached to the army arc not liable to 
the military law; we therefore have no ])o\Yer to punish those 
guilty of any offence ; and, as for ex])ccting punishment from 
complaint to the Government or to the civil tribunals, it 
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•would be just 9-s reasonable to expect tlie coming of the 
Messiah, or the return of King Sebastian. 

^ These unfortunate Governinents in the Peninsula had 
been reduced to such a state of decrepitude, that I believe 
there was no authority existing within Spain or Portugal 
before the French invaded these countries. The French 
invasion did not improve this state of things ; and since 
what is called in Spain the revolution, and in Portugal the 
restoration, no crime that I know of has been punished in 
either, excepting that of being a French partizan. Those 
malversations in office • those neglects of duty ; the disobe- 
dience of orders ; the inattention to regulation, which tend 
to defeat all plans for military operation, and ruin a state 
that is invoh^ed in war^, more certainly than the plots of all 
the French partizans, are passed -annoticed ; and notwith- 
standing the numerous complaints which Marshal Beresford 
find I have made, I do not know that one individual has yet 
been punished, or even dismissed from his office. 

^ The cause of this evil is the mistaken principle on which 
the Governnaent ha-ye proceeded. They have imagined that 
the best foundation for their power was a low, vulgar popu- 
larity, of which the evidence is the shouts of the mob of 
Lisbon, and the regular attendance at their levees, and the 
bows and scrapes, of people in office, who ought to have other 
modes of spending their time ; and to obtain this bubble the 
Government of Portugal, as well as the successive Govern- 
ments in Spain, have neglected to perform those essential 
dutiiBS of all Governments, viz., to force those they are placed 
over to do their duty, by which, before this time, these coun- 
tries would have been out of danger. 

^ The other evil is connected very materially with the tjr^t. 
The Government will not regulate their finances, because it 
will interfere witb some man s job. They will not lay on 
new taxes, because in all countries those who lay on ta^^es 
are not favorites with the mpb- They have a general income 
tax called ten per centv and in some cases twenty per cenfij 
which they have regulated in such a manner as that no iudi-r 
vidual, I believe, has paid a hundredth part of what he ought 
to have pajd. Then, from waut of money, they can pay 
nobody, and of course have not even the influence wteefi 
they ought to, have over the subordinate departments. 
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^ The hire of mules and carts, the food for the animals and 
drivers, are never paid ; and of course the animals die, and 
the people desert the service. 

' The Commissaries have no money to purchase anything 
in the country. I will not allow the soldiers to pillage. The 
Government have no money to pay for the transport of pro- 
visions from the magazines on the coast to the army, and are 
bankrupt in credit, and are unwilling to execute their own 
law to force means of transport ; and the result is that the 
troops get nothing, and every department and branch of the 
service is paralysed. 

' The remedy which has been proposed from England has 
been that we should take the commissariat upon ourselves. 

I have already done as much as I could in this way; that is, 
under an arrangement which provides for the expense being 
subtracted from the subsidy. I have arranged that the Com- 
missary General shall provide for those parts of the army 
serving with the British divisions. I know that we cannot 
do more without failure. 

^ In addition to embarrassments of all descriptions sur- 
rounding us on all sides, I have to contend with an ancient 
enmity between these two nations, which is more like that of 
cat and dog than anything else, of which no sense of com^ 
mon danger, or- common interest, or anything, can get the 
better, even in individuals. 

^ Our transport, which is the great lever of the com- 
missariat, is done principally, if not entirely, by Spanish 
muleteers; and, to oblige Mr. Kennedy, they would probably 
once or twice carry provisions to a Portuguese regiment, but 
they would prefer to quit us, and attend the French, to being 
obliged to perform this duty constantly. 

When a Portuguese brigade is in a British division the 
muleteers do not inquire, and do not know, for whom they 
^arry the supplies ; and the Commissary with the division 
.ssues to the Portuguese Commissary what is required for 
he Portuguese troops, taking his receipt for the quantities, 
ind a charge is made against the subsidy for the actual cost, 
ncluding a certain sum for transport from the magazines. 

^ There are but few Portuguese troops not serving in our 
livisions ; but there is the militia, there are the foi't^, ^ud 
)ther establishments, to be provided for, into which we could 
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not enter without involving ourselves in inextricable details 
and an enormous expense. 

^ The remedy for the existing evils is simple^, and has been 
repeatedly recommended by me as far back as November, 
1809, at the period of the Austrian peace. It consists in the 
following measures : 

^ First, to make the disposable income of the State more 
nearly equal to the expenditure, by reforms, improvements 
in collection, and some increase of taxation. Something 
has lately been done in this way, and I understand with very 
considerable success ; but, notwithstanding my repeated 
remonstrances, and telling the Government over and over 
again that money (that is, specie) could not be got for their 
expenses in England, and that they must look to the pro- 
duce of their own exertions alone for that necessar)^ it is 
only lately that they have done anything. 

• Secondly, to make all Officers and departments connected 
with the army liable to the military law of the country. 

' Thirdly, to alter the military law of the country so as to 
render it more conformable to the circumstances of the pre- 
sent day. 

" Fourthly, to appoint a Commissary General, with a suffi- 
cient number of deputies and assistants, to perform the duty 
of the army, instead of what is called a Junta, consisting of 
merchants of Lisbon and their clerks, who have no responsi- 
bility, and know nothing of provisioning an army, excepting 
the profitable jobs they themselves derive from it, and to 
regulate the duties of the Commissary General’s office, in 
the manner the details of which have been proposed to 
them. 

" Fifthly, to regulate the medical department, and render 
it liable to military law. You will scarcely believe that the 
office of Physician General is a sinecure, held for life, with a 
right to appoint a deputy, likewise a sinecure held for life, 
and at the same time a right to interfere in the medical 
department, and to prevent anybody else from doing any 
good. 

" Sixthly, to regulate the department of the arsenal, and 
render its officers liable to the military law. d'his is a 
department connected not only with army and military 
stores, but with the clothing and appointments of the army, 



1811. 


QUINTA DE GRANICHA. 


9 


and this also is managed by a Junta^ responsible to nobody, 
and who do nothing. 

" It may be observed that all these improvements would 
do very well, but still that a British Commissary or two 
might be of use. So they might if they were worth having; 
but if they are worth having, I cannot spare them ; and if 
they are not, they will do no good to the Portuguese con- 
cerns. In fact, there is no want of ability in the country or 
of good will. The wants consist in what we cannot give 
them, unless more disposition is shown to attend to our 
counsel, and the local Governments determine to alter their 
system, and really to do their duty by their country. 

' Believe me, &c. 

‘ Colonel Gordon, ‘ Wellington. 

Commissary in Chief.' 

To Lieut. General Sir Charles Asgilly Bart, 

* Quinta de Granicha, 

"My dear Sir Charles, 12th June, 1811 . 

" I have received your letter of the 18th May, and I shall 
be very happy to give you every assistance in my power, in 
carrying into execution the charitable intentions of the 
people of Ireland. That which the people of Portugal have 
lost, from the want of which they arc likely to suffer most, 
is their laboring cattle, bullocks : Ireland could supply 
many ; and cows with calf would be very acceptable. Build- 
ing materials, such as planks, nails, and bar iron, would bo 
very useful; large casks with iron hoops would also be 
desirable, particularly at an early period, as the French 
destroyed their casks, and they will find it difficult to re- 
place them in time to receive the wine harvest of this year. 
Blankets, and coarse wmollcn in the piece, might be sent 
with advantage. 

" Believe mo, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General " WELLINGTON. 

Sir Charles Asgill, Bart/ 

To the Officer commanding His Majesty's Troops at Niza. 

< ‘ Quinta de Granicha, 13th June, 1811. 

" I request that the brigade of cavalry under Major Gene- 
ral Anson, which I understand arrived at Niza on the 12th, 
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and tiic Light division of infantry under Major General 
Craufurd, which I understand arrived at Niza on this day, 
the 13tli, may inarch to Portalegre on the morning of the 
15th instant. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Officer commanding ‘ Wellington. 

H.M, Troops at NizaJ 

To the Officer commanding the Division of Infantry* 

^ Sir, ‘ Quinta de Granicha, 13th June, 1811. 

^ I request that the 1st division of infantry, with the artil- 
lery attached, or marching with it, which I understand 
arrived this day at Villa Velha, Sarnadas, and the villages 
between Villa Vellia and Gastello Branco, may cross the 
Tagus at Villa Velha, on the morning of the 15th instant, 
and proceed to Niza, and on the 16th to Portalegre. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Officer commanding ‘ Wellington. 

the Division of Infantry i 

To Lieut, General Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart, 

‘ Quinta de Granicha, 13th June, 

‘ My dear Cotton, isii, 7 p.m. 

I have received your letter of 10 a. m., and if you have 

no authority, excepting ’s report, for saying that 

’ the enemy were in Los Santos, I should be inclined to 
doubt it. However, I have ordered General Hamilton’s 
division to Albuera this night ; and if I should not receive a 
contradiction of the report before the moon rises I shall go 
there myself. 

' Believe me, &c. 

♦ Lieut. General ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Sir S, Cotton, Barii 

To Marshal Sir W. C, Beresford, K.B. 

* Quinta de Granicha, 1 3th June, 

" My dear Beresford, 1811 » 7 p.m. 

^ I enclose some letters just received. I doubt the enemy 
being in Los Santos, although, as Drouet joined either last 
night or this morning, they will probably move to-morrow. 
I have ordered Hamilton to move to Albuera, and I shall go 
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there to night if I should not receive a contradictioirol^tJiaE 
report before the moon rises. 

^ Believe me^ &c. 

‘ Marsh al ' W ELLINGTON. 

&iT W. C, Bexesford, K,B^ 

To Lieut, General Sir Brent Spencer, K.B, 

‘ Quinta de Granicha, IStli June, 18 U, 

^ My dear Spencer, 20 minutes past 8 p.m, 

I have just received your letter of yesterday evening ; 
and I request that the blankets, which the Commanding 
Officers of regiments may be desirous of getting rid of, may 
be sent by return mules to the Commissary’s stores at 
Abraut^s,, if i^ny should be sent there. A mule will not 
carry luore than about forty, and they should be made up 
in packages of twenty each. The Commanding Officers of 
regiments should report to the Quarter Master General the 
number they send into store, and to what place. 

" I send directions to General Craufurd to march with the 
Light division, and to General Anson to march with his 
cavalry, to Portalegre on the 1 5th, and to the I st division tq 
march on the same day to Niza, and on the 16th to Porta- 
legre; and I request you to order General Campbell and 
General Pack to move on the 15th to Villa Velha and Sarna- 
das, and on the 16th to Niza. The other brigade of cavalry 
may move into Castello Branco on the 15th, keeping still a 
look towards Salvaterra. 

' I beg that the 9 pouuders, the reserve artillery, &c., may 
move y^ith any division with which they may be. 

" Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut, General ‘ Wellington. 

Sir B, Spencer, K.B: 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State, 

My DEAR Lord, ‘ Quinta de Granicha, lath June, ] 811 . 

" I beg leave to inform your Lordship that, since the com- 
mencement of the siege of Badajoz, fifty two of the Chasseurs 
Britanniques have deserted, notwithstanding that wo have 
with the army only a selection of that corps ; 686 who are 
suspected being left behind at Lisbon. The incqnveuience 
of the desertion of the soldiers of this army is very great, 
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because it is almost tlie only mode by which the enemy can 
acquire intelligence; but:, besides the inconvenience which 
all must feel, the disgrace is no trifle, and it would be very 
desirable if these corps could be relieved by others. 

^ I much fear from all that I hear that the recruiting of 
these corps has not been conducted as Government in- 
tended, and that prisoners have been enlisted, as well as 
deserters, into the Chasseurs Britanniques and the Bruns- 
wick Legion. 

"Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ^ Wellington. 

To the Earl of Liverpool^ Secretary of State. 

" My Lord, ‘ Quinta de Graniclia, 13th June, 181 1. 

" In consequence of a report from the Chief Engineer, 
Lieut. Colonel Fletcher, that the Are from San Christoval 
might occasion the loss of many lives in the operations on 
the left of the Guadiana, and the breach in that outwork 
having been apparently much improved by the fire through- 
out the 6th, I directed that an attempt might be made to 
carry San Christoval by storm that night. Major General 
Houstoun, who conducted the operations of the siege on the 
right of the Guadiana, accordingly ordered a detachment 
under Major Macintosh, of the 85th regiment, to make the 
attempt. The men advanced under a very heavy fire of 
musketry and hand grenades from the outworks, and of shot 
and shells from the town, with the utmost intrepidity, and 
in the best order, to the bottom of the breach ; the advanced 
guard being led by Ensign Dyas, of the 51st regiment, who 
volunteered to perform this duty ; but they found that the 
enemy had cleared the rubbish from the bottom of the 
escarp ; and, notwithstanding that they were provided with 
ladders, it was impossible to mount it. They retired with 
some loss. 

^ The fire upon San Christoval, as well as upon the place, 
continued on the 7th, 8th, and 9th, on which day the breach 
in the wall of San Christoval appeared practicable, and I 
directed that a second attempt should be made on that 
night to obtain possession of that outwork. Major General 
Houstoun ordered another detachment for this service, 
under the command of Major M'Geechy, of the 17th Por- 
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tuguese regiment, who, with the Officers destined to com- 
mand the different parties composing the detachment, had 
been employed throughout the 8th and 9th in reconnaitring 
the breach and the different approaches to it. 

" They advanced at about 9 at night, in the best order, 
though opposed by the same means, and with the same de- 
termination as had been opposed to the detachment which 
had made the attempt on the 6th. 

^ Ensign Dyas again led the service, and the storming 
party arrived at the foot of the breach; but they found it 
impossible to mount it, the enemy having again cleared the 
rubbish from the bottom of the escarp. The detachment 
suffered considerably, and Major M'Geechy, the Com- 
manding Officer, was unfortunately hilled, and others of the 
Officers fell; but the troops continued to maintain their 
station till Major General Houstoun ordered them to retire. 

When the reinforcements had arrived from the frontiers 
of Castille, after the battle of Albuera, I undertook the 
siege of Badajoz, entertaining a belief that the means of 
which I had the command would reduce the place before 
the end of the second week in June, at which time I ex- 
pected that the reinforcement for the enemy’s southern 
army, detached from Castille, would join Marshal Soult. I 
was unfortunately mistaken in my estimate of the quality of 
these means. 

^ The ordnance belonging to the garrison of Elvas is very 
ancient and incomplete ; unprovided with the improvements 
adopted by modern science to facilitate and render more 
certain the use of cannon ; and although classed generally 
as 24 pounders, the guns were found to be of a calibre larger 
than the shot in the garrison of that weight. The fire from 
this ordnance was therefore very uncertain, and the carriages 
proved to be worse even than we supposed they were ; and 
both guns and carriages were rendered useless so frequently 
by the effect of our own fire as to create delay, in conse- 
quence of the necessity which existed for exchanging both 
in the advanced batteries. 

Those who are accustomed to observe the effect of the 
fire of artillery will be astonished to learn that fire wsis 
kept up from the 2d to the 10th instant from fourteen 24 
pounders, upon the wall of the castle of Badajoz, constructed 
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of tammed earth and loose stones, of which the foot was 
seen at the distance of from 400 to 600 yards, and that it 
had not at last effected a practicable breach. It ivas im- 
possible to estimate the length of time which would elapse 
before a practicable breach could have been effected in this 
wall ; and, even if one had been effected, it was the opinion 
of the engineers and others, as well as my own, that although 
the breach could have been stormed, we could not have 
formed our troops to attack the enemy’s intrenchment 
within, unless we had possession of Fort San Christoval. 

We had failed in two attempts to obtain possession of 
Fort San Christoval, and it was obvious to me that we could 
not obtain possession of that outwork without performing a 
work which would have required the labor of several days to 
accomplish it. 

" On the morning of the 10th instant I received the en- 
closed intercepted dispatch, frorti the Duke of Dalmatia to 
the Duke of Eagusa, which pointed out clearly the enemy’s 
design to collect in Estremadura their whole force ; and I 
had reason to believe that Bonet’s corps, which had marched 
from Toledo on the 28th and 29th of May, and was ex- 
pected at Cordova on the 5th and 6th instant, would have 
joined the southern army by the 10th; and it was generally 
expected in the country that the southern army would have 
moved by that time. 

The movement of this army alone would have created a 
necessity for raising the siege ; but on the same morning I 
received accounts from the frontiers of Castille, which left no 
doubt of the destination of the army of Portugal to the 
southward, and gave ground for belief that they would 
arrive at Merida on the 15th instant. 

^ I therefore ordered that the siege should be raised. 

^ I am concerned to add that this measure t^t^as rendered 
expedient, not only by the military considerations to which 
I have above referred, but by others relative to the security 
of Elvas. 

" If the siege had been continued only for two days longet 
there would have remained in Elvas only 10,000 24 pound 
shot ; a quantity by no means sufficient for its defence, if the 
course of events should enable the enemy to attack that 
place; and I learn that there are none at Lisbon, and if 
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there were any, the Government^, under present circum- 
stances, have not the power of procuring means of transport 
to send it up. 

^ Since the troops under Sir William Beresford have been 
in this part of the country. General Hamilton’s division of 
Portuguese troops, consisting of three brigades, had been 
supplied with provisions generally from the stores of Elvas, 
as well as the troops of the garrison ; and the stores of Elvas 
had been very inadequately, if at all, upheld to answer these 
demands. 

^ The consequence is that there are not at this moment in 
the fort supplies for the garrison for one fortnight. 

'' All the means of transport which could be collected ill 
this neighborhood were employed in aid of the operations 
of the siege, from which they could not .be relieved till the 
siege should be raised, and the ordnance and stores returned 
to Elvas. 

' The application of these means of transport, to bring a 
supply to Elvas from the British magazines at Abrantes 
(which is the resource from which at last it must be drawn), 
and the eventual safety of that place, depended upon the 
early discontinuance of the operations against Badajoz ; and 
this, independent of the circumstances above referred to, 
and the military considerations resulting from them, was a 
principal motive with me for raising the siege on the 10th 
instant. 

" From this circumstance your Lordship will see additional 
reason to lament the state of inefficiency of all the Portu- 
guese departments attached to the army. It affords an ad- 
ditional proof of the embarrassments which meet me at 
every turn, from wants and deficiencies for which the Portu- 
guese Government ought to provide, but which invariably 
at last fall, at the most critical moments, upon the resources 
which have been provided, with great difficulty and labor, 
and at great expense, by the departments of the British 
army. 

' I have every reason to be satisfied with the conduct of 
all the Officers and troops employed at the siege of Badajoz, 
whose labors and exertions deserved a very different result* 

" Major General Picton directed the operations on the left 
of the Guadiana, and Major General Houstoun on the 
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right ; and I am much indebted to those Officers, as well as 
to Major General Hamilton, and tlic other General and 
Staff Officers, and the Officers and troops under their com- 
mand respective!}:. Lieut. Colonel Fletcher, of the Royal 
engineers, was the directing engineer, and immediately 
superintended the operations on the left of the Guadiana, 
and Captain Squire those on the right of that river ; and 
these Officers, and the corps of Royal engineers, have, by 
their conduct on this occasion, augmented *their claims to 
my approbation. 

Lieut. Colonel Framingham commanded the artillery, 
having under his orders Major Dickson, attached to the Por- 
tuguese service, who, during the absence of Lieut. Colonel 
Framingham with the troops which were employed to cover 
the operations, conducted all the details of this important 
department. I had every reason to be satisfied with these 
Officers, and most particularly with Major Dickson, from 
whose activity, zeal, and intelligence, the British service has 
dei'ived great advantage in the different operations against 
Badajoz. 

' Captain Cleves, of the Hanoverian artillery, conducted 
that department on the right of the Guadiana with great 
success. 

^ The service of the batteries was performed by detach- 
ments from the 1st, 2d, and 3d regiments of Portuguese 
artillery, who conducted themselves remarkably well. They 
^vere aided by Captain Rainsford’s company of the Royal 
artillery, who were indefatigable ; some of them having 
never quitted the batteries. 

" I am much indebted to General Leite, the governor of 
the province of Alentejo and of Elvas, for the assistance 
which he again afforded me in this operation. 

^ I enclose a return of the killed and wounded throughout 
the siege> from which your Lordship will observe that, ex- 
cepting in the attempts to obtain possession of San Christo- 
val, our loss has not been severe. We still maintain the 
blockade of Badajoz; and I know from an intercepted 
letter, that the enemy had in the place, on the 28th of May, 
only three weeks’ provisions. 

I have not yet heard that the enemy have moved from 
their position at Llerena, and I imagine that the arrival of 
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the 9tli corps has been delayed longer than was expected; 
and it is probable that Soult will be unwilling to move till 
he hears of the movements of the army of Portugal. They 
broke up from the Tonnes on the 3d, and their advanced 
guard arrived at Ciudad Rodrigo on the evening of the 5th. 
They moved forward again on the 6th, and Lieut. General 
Sir Brent Spencer withdrew the advanced guard of the 
troops under his command, first to Nave d’Aver, and thence 
to Alfayates ; having his main body on the high ground 
behind Soito ; and on the following morning he retired be- 
hind the Coa at Sabugal. 

‘ The enemy patrolled on the 6th into Fuentes de Onoro 
and into Nave d’Aver. 

" I enclose Sir Brent Spencer’s report of these opera- 
tions, from which it appears that the Royal dragoons, 
under Colonel Clifton^, and a squadron of the 14tli, the 
whole directed by Major General Slade, distinguished them- 
selves. 

" I imagine that the enemy’s march in this direction was 
intended as a reconnaissance, and to cover the march of a 
convoy to Ciudad Rodrigo, as on the following day, the 
7th, the whole moved from thence to Morasverdes, in the 
direction of the Puerto de Banos ; near which pass General 
Regnier had been with Lvo divisions of the army of Portugal 
since the 5th. . On the 8th, in the evening, one division of 
General Regnier’s troops had come through Banos ; and I 
expect that those divisions will have arived at Plasencia on 
the 9th, and the whole army on the 10th. 

^ I had directed Lieut. General Sir Brent Spencer to make 
a movement corresponding with those of the enemy, if they 
should move to the southward; and the greatest part of his 
corps is now at Gastello Branco and Villa Velha; and a 
part of it on this side of the Tagus, at Niza. 

' The Commissary General has thrown a sufficient quan- 
tity of provisions into all the places on the frontier, and 
measures are in progress to improve the defence of them all. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

< The Earl of Liverpool WELLINGTON. 

‘ P. S. Since writing this dispatch I have received ac- 

♦ Major General Sir Arthur Clifton, K.C.H. 

VOL. VIII. C 
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counts that General Drouet’s troops joined on the enemy’s 
right at Berlanga and Azuaga yesterday, and a report that 
their cavahy were in movement towards Los Santos this 
morning. The British cavalry and the 2d and 4th divisions 
were about to march from Villa Franca and Almendralejo, 
towards Albuera ; and I have ordered there General Hamil- 
ton's dmsion ; and I shall proceed there this night myself, if 
I should find this report confirmed.’ 

B.etu 7 'n of Killed^ Wounded^ and Missings of the Army under the Com- 
mand of Lieut, General Lord Viscount Wellingtoht K.B., in the 
several affairs with the French Army ^ from the ZOth of May to the 
1 1 th of June i 1811, inclusive. 


Head Quarters, Quinta de St. Joao, 13th June, 1811. 



Officers. 

N on-commissioned 
Officers and 
Drummers. 

Rank and File, 

Horses. 

Total loss of Officers, 
Non-CommissionSd 
Officers, and Rank 
and File. 

Killed . . . 

9 

3 

106 

■ 

118 

W oimded . . 

22 

17 

315 

■ 

354 

Missing . . * 

3 

— 

6 

1 

9 


To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State, 

‘ My dear Lord, * Quinta de Granicha, 13th June, 181 1. 

I enclose the weekly state of the 1st instant, from which 
you will observe that our list of sick and wounded i^ much 
increased. We have no sickness of any consequence, but I 
should think not less than 7000 altogether. 

I likewise enclose the last return from Belem, which will 
show of what description^ the men returned sick absent, in 
the May returris, are composed. There are now at Elvas 
300 or 400 recovered, who dannot join for want of arms and 
accoutrements ; our friends the Spaniards having played the 
usual trick of plundering the arms and accoutrements of the 
wounded at Albuera, on the field of battle. I am much an- 
noyed about Badajoz, although convinced I could not have 
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taken the place with the means we had df carrying on the 
operation. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Earl of LiverpooV ^Wellington. 


To Marshal Sir W, C. Beresford^ K.B. 

‘ My dear Beresford, ‘ Albuera, 14th June, 1811, 10 a.M’. 

^ I find that General Blake is not satisfied with the ar- 
rangement made for feeding his troops on their passage 
through Portugal, and he insists upon having rations at 
Jurumenha. I beg you to give most particular orders to 
the governor of Jurumenha, to allow no armed men to go 
into his fort, and to give rations to nobody not belonging to 
the garrison, without an order from you. 

The French are in strength in Los Santos, and we are 
not certain of anything on this side of that town, although 
it has been reported they are everywhere. We could not 
take the position in front of this for want of water. If what 
I have heard this morning is true they must be this day at 
Truxillo. 

Believe me, &c. 

* Marshal ' Wellington. 

Sir W. a Beresford, K.B. 

^ P. S. If our provisions should he sent to Jurumenha 
they should be well escorted, for fear of outrages, if Blake 
should be on his march. ^ W.’ 

To B. Kennedy t Esq., Commissary General, 

' Mr DEAR Sir, ‘ Albuera, 14th June, 1811. 

‘ I learn from General Blake, that his demand in Portugal 
will be for 13,000 men, and I request you, therefore, to 
order rations for 2G,000 at each of the stations I mentioned 
to you. 

" Believe me, &c. 

‘ R. Kennedy, Esq., ‘ Wellington. 

Commissary General' 


c2 
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To Captain General Don Joaquin Blake. 

* a Albuera, ce 14 Juin 1811, 

< Monsieur le General, heures du matin. 

J’ai eu rhonneur de recevoir votre lettre du 13 dans la 
nuit ; et je suis bien fach6 d’etre oblige de vous prevcnir quo 
les Commissaires ne peuvent donner des rations a vos 
troupes, apres leur entree en Portugal, qne dans Ics lieux 
nommes dans la route que j ai eu rhonneur de vous indiquer. 
Ainsi il reste a votre Excellence de faire les arrangemcns qui 
seront necessaires a Olivenpa ou a Valvcrdc pour cmpdcher 
que les troupes ne souffrent rinconvenient de ne trouver rieu 
a manger le jour qu’elles arriveront a Jurumenha. 

' " J’ai rhonneur d’etre. See. 

* Ze Capitaine General ^ WELLINGTON. 

Don Joaquin Blake.^ 

To Major General Picton. 

* My bear Sir, ‘ Albuera, 14th June, 1811. 

^ Colonel Murray has communicated to me your letter to 
him of last night, in which you have expressed a want of 
confidence in the Spanish troops (at which I am not asto- 
nished), and have desired specific instructions. My object 
in keeping any troops before Badajoz, just at present, is to 
maintain the blockade, and prevent the garrison from get- 
ting provisions. 

^ Adverting to the disposable strength of tlic garrison, 
which may be about 2500 men, and to the description of 
troops which are co-operating in the blockade, and to the 
advantage which the enemy would immediately derive from 
the possession of our advanced batteries and trenches, as 
cover for their outposts, as far as the range of their guns 
would reach, I have thought it expedient that we should 
continue to hold those advanced batteries and trenches. It 
is not very probable that,, as long as we are so forward, the 
enemy will attempt anything upon the Spaniards ; nor, 
with 2500 men, are they likely to make any formidable sortie 
upon us. I do not think it at all necessary to employ 1500 
men to guard these trenches: we have nothing in them to 
guard, and in my opinion, one quarter of the number would 
be sufficient. If these guards should be attacked by a su- 
perior force their retreat is always secure and covered ; and 
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if tliey are so attacked, they must be considered as any 
other advanced guard not able to keep its ground, and must 
be kept farther back. 

" In respect to other points, all I wish is to have a strict 
blockade kept ; the ground favors it, and the Spanish troops 
who may be employed in it might be encamped so far off as 
to be out of the reach of sorties by the garrison, and the 
situation of their piquets altered, in order to prevent the 
facility of enterprise against them. I have gone thus into 
details, because you desired it. I think it probable, how- 
ever, that I shall be obliged to relieve you from this duty 
before long. 

Believe me, &c. 

* Major General Pict 07 i' ‘ WELLINGTON. 

To Lieiit. Genei'al Sir Stapleton Cotton^ Bart, 

* My dear Cotton, * Albuera, 14tli June, 1811, 9 p.M. 

" I have received your letter of 3 i>. m. ; and I hope that 
you will have taken up the position near Solana, keeping 
your parties of observation out. You ivill have good cover 
there. 

^ As for the Spaniards, we must manage them the best 
way we can ; but as for the Portuguese, they are entirely 
under your orders, and you must direct Paes what he is to 
do. I wish you to treat them in every respect as British 
cavalry, observing always that their horses are of an inferior 
order. 

" Are you certain that the enemy arc in Villa Franca ? 

Believe me, &c. 

^ Lieut. General ‘ Wellington. 

Sir S. Cotton, Bart. 

^P. S. The bivouac which Hill quitted this morning 
appears to be an excellent situation for the cavalry to- 
morrow. It is in an olive wood, half a league south of 
Solana. "" W.’ 


To Lieut. General Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart, 

‘Albuera, 15th June, 1811. 

‘"My dear Cotton, Half past 8 a.m. 

‘A note from you arrived here a little after 5 this 
morning, which Captain James lost; and if its contents are 
important I request that you will repeat them. 



22 


3PAIN. 


1811. 


^ General Loy lias sent in here to inform me that the 
enemy were advancing upon Marta, and had already 
come as far as Feria about 6 o’clock, and that he intended 
to retire upon Almendral as soon as he should ascertain the 
fact. I conclude that I shall hear from the Officer of our 
cavalry who is at Marta. 

^ I have heard from the north of the Guadiana that the 
French from Castille were in Truxillo on the 13th. They 
will therefore be in Merida this night. 

Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut » General ^ Wellington. 

Cotton, Bart. 

^ P. S. The letter that was lost was brought by a man of 
the 4th dragoons, who takes this back, and who was dis- 
patched at half past 1 this morning. I understand that 
the letter was not directed for me, but for Murray. 


To Lieut. General Sir Stapleton Cotton^ Bart. 

‘Albuera, 15 th June, 1811, 

"My dear Cotton, 1 2 at noon. 

" As I have not heard from you upon the subject, I con- 
clude that you have not heard that the enemy’s cavalry 
arrived in Marta’*' two hours ago. Some Officers whom 
we had there say that they could see no infantry from tlio 
steeple of the church ; but a Spanish Officer, sent hero by 
General Loy, reports that there were infantry as well as 
cavalry, and that the infantry were upon their own riglit 
of the great road from Los Santos. 

^ The Portuguese cavalry are now marching from 
Marta upon this place, and the Spanish cavalry under Ix)y 
upon Almendral. I have not heard of the party of British 
cavalry which was to have been there, and to have reported 
to me here. You ought to fall back with your cavalry to 
the wood in front of this place, otherwise you may be too 
late. 

^Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut General < Wellington. 

Sir S. Cotton^ BarV 


* A false report. 
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To R. Kennedy y Esq,, Commissary General, 

‘Albuera, IStliJune, 1811, 

My dear Sir, 12 at noon. 

^ I think that General Blake will commence his march 
from Jurumenha for Redondo on the 17th or 18th, and 
you had better send up, on the receipt of this letter, to 
have the rations got ready. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ R. Kennedy, Esq,, ' WELLINGTON. 

Commissary General,^ 

To Mortal Sir W» C, Beresford, K,B. 

‘ My dear Beresford, ‘ Albnera, istli June, isn. 

It would be very desirable either to appoint a General 
Officer to command in Upper Beira, as Le Cor does in 
Lower Beira, or to extend the powers of Le Cor over Upper 
Beira; and to have the militia there, if not actually em- 
bodied in their towns, which in my opinion they ought to 
be, at least in such a state of organization as that we can 
get them for duty when we shall want them. This would 
relieve me from the necessity of keeping a division of 
infantry in Beira, at least while the enemy are weak in 
Castille, which is very desirable in the existing state of our 
army. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

^Marshal ' Wellington. 

Sir TV. C. Beresfm'd, KB, 

^ P.S. The Spaniards have sent us word that the French 
are advancing upon Marta, which however we liave not 
heard from any other authority, and we have Officers at 
that place: as an Officer, however, has arrived from Truxillo, 
and reports that the French entered that town on the 1 3th 
and they will be in Merida this evening, I shall break up 
&om hence this evening. " WJ 

To Lieut. Colonel Fletcher, Commanding Royal Engineer, 

^ My dear Sir, ‘Albuera, 15th June, 1811. 

As we are not likely to have occasion for the four or five 
tin pontoons, remaining of the six brought from Lisbon, for 
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some time; and as we shall have plenty of others by the 
time we shall have occasion to use them, I am desirous of ^ 
giving the four or five tin pontoons, now at Elvas, with their 
carriages and all the equipments belonging to them (eX’ 
cepting the horses), to General Blake ; and I request you 
to deliver them to the person who will give you this letter, 
or a duplicate of it. 

^ As the flying bridge between Elvas and Badajoz can no 
longer be of any use to anybody, I think it might be as 
well to take it up, and have the boats, &c., lodged in Elvas, 
together with the boats, casks, stores, &c., still at Jurumenha. 
All this should be done as soon as may be in your power. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

- ‘ Lieut. Colonel Fletcher: ' WELLINGTON. 

To Captain General Don Joaciuin Blake. 

\ Monsieur le General, ‘ a Albuera, ce 15 Juin, I8ii. 

* Je viens de recevoir la lettre de votre Excellence de midi 
et demi. Je ne vous ai pas ecrit sur les evenemens de 
Marta • pareeque tout a Theure, seulement, j’ai re^u des 
nouvelles du General Loy qui a dh vous ecrire. 

^ Je viens de recevoir un rapport du General Cotton 
d’Azauchal, qui me dit que Vennemi a seulement 800 
hommes de cavalerie a Marta. II ne me dit pas oii est 
I’infanterie de I’ennemi; et TOflicier qui est venu de la 
part du General Loy m’a dit qu’il y en avait a Marta. 
L’ennemi n’a^pas encore depasse le bois de ce ccte-ci de 
Marta ; et le General Erskine ecrit all heures et demi de 
Corte de Peleas qu’il allait y envoyer trois escadrons de 
calvalerie Anglaise, La cavalerie Portugaise est dans le 
bois en avant d’ici. 

" Vous avez requ Tarrangement propose pour la marche 
de cette nuit. J’ai donne I’ordre a votre cavalerie de se 
replier au bois qui est en avant d’ Albuera, et aussitot qu’elle 
arrivera je vous ferai dire I’heure a laquelle je ferai marcher 
I’infanterie. 

" Si rinfanterie de I’ennemi est campee a Feria,, e’est pro- 
bable qu’elle marchera a Marta dans Tapres midi. 

" J’ai rhonneur d’etre, &c. 

‘ Le Capiiaine General t WELLINGTON. 

Don Joaquin Blake: J 
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To Captain General Don Joaquin Blake. 

‘ a Albuera, ce 15 Juin, 1811, 

" Monsieur le General, 5 p.m. 

" Je vieiis de recevoir un rapport que rennemi a quitte 
Marta et s’cst porte dti cote d’Azauchal. Je crois que 
la cavalcrie Aiiglaise y est maintenant, et que la cavalerie 
Espagnole y sera retournec. 

" Le General Hill se mettra en marclie au lever de la lune, 
c’est-a-dire, vers 1 heure du matin. 

^ J’ai riionneur d’etre, &c. 

‘ Le Capitaine General V ' WELLINGTON. 

Don Joaquin Blake.' 


To Lieut. General Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart, 

‘ My dear Cotton, ‘ Albuera, I6th June, 1811, 8 a.m. 

" I was in hopes that the cavalry would have been here 
some hours ago, in consequence of the orders sent to you 
yesterday and last night This movement does not depend 
solely upon ivhat is passing in your front, but principally 
upon what is passing upon your left ; and you must recol- 
lect that from hence you have six leagues at least to Elvas, 
near which place probably it will be necessary the cavalry 
should be to-morrow morning. Under these circumstances, 
I was anxious that you should be here early this morning, 
in order that men and horses might have time to go to rest 
and feed, and that your baggage might have time to get 
off before you in the afternoon. 

Your note of 9 p.m. did not arrive till after 4 this morn- 
ing. The Officer of the 4th dragoons to stay with General 
Slade did not arrive till the troops had marched, and Gene- 
ral Hill was leaving this also, about 4. All this shows how 
uncertain this description of communication is at night, and 
how desirable it is that a certain direction given to a par- 
ticular body of troops, as part of a general combination, 
should be strictly adhered to. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General ^ WELLINGTON. 

Sir S, Cotton, Bart' 
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To R. Kennedy, Eeq., Commissary General. 

^ My DplAR Sir, ‘Albu6ra, 16 til June, 1811. 

^ I am afraid that you are deceived about the bread in 
possession of the 2d and Light divisions, as I understand 
they had none yesterday, and the cavalry no corn. I 
understood from you that all these divisions had their 
biscuit complete. 

^ I have given an order, which you will see, that the blan- 
kets in the possession of the soldiers of the 2d, 3d, 4th, and 
7th divisions should be sent to your stores at Elvas as occa- 
sion may offer. It is desirable that they should bo sent to 
Lisbon by the return carriages, and there cleaned and put 
into store. 

" Believe me, &c. 

‘ R. Kennedy, Esq., ^ WELLINGTON. 

Commissary General.* 

To Captain General Don Joaquin Blake, 

" Monsieur le General, ‘ Albuera, co IG Juin, isii. 

^ L’ennemi n’a fait aucun mouvement encore dc cc c6te-ci. 
Ses videttes sont pr^s de Feria, et a Sol ana, Azauchal, &c. 
Nos postes d’observation sont ^ Marta en avant do Cortc 
de Peleas, &c. Le General Loy est ici, et je Tai pri6 d’on- 
voyer un escadron d Almendral pour y roster, si vous n’y 
avez pas laiss^ de la cavalerie, Notre cavalerie est ici. 

' L’ennemi avait hier 5000 infanterie a Villa Franca ; et 
vers le soir elle est entree a Almcndralejo, mais jc no sais 
pas en quel nombre. 

" Je viens de donner ordre pour que Tarmee alliee Anglaisc 
et Portugaise passe la Guadiana demain matin. Los troupes 
ici, et les divisions avec le General Hill, se mettront en 
mouvement vers 2 heures du matin ; et demain nous nous 
trouverons avec la droite en avant d’Elvas, et la gauche a 
Campo Mayor, avec nos postes sur la Gaya. 

' Je proposerais a votre Excellence dc vous mettre en 
mouvement a la m^me heure, et de passer la Guadiana <\ 
Jurumenha, laissant le General Loy comme avant garde 
Olivenqa, ou il pourrait aller en ra^me terns que les autres 
troupes quitteront cette position. 

" Si les mouvemens de Tennemi sur notre gauche vers 
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Talavera rendent necessaire quelque mouveincnt de ce c6te- 
ci, plutdt qu’c\ rheure ci-dessus indiqueC:, j’ordonnerai au 
General Cotton de vons le communiquer tout de suite, et de 
prier le General Loy de se porter sur OlivenQa par Valvcrde 
jusqu’^ ce quil puisse recevoir les ordres dc votre Excel- 
lence. 

^ Je resterai ici jusqu’a vers 2 heures^ de Tapres midi ; 
et j’irai d’ici au camp du General Hill, ou jc resterai vers 
la nuit ; et j’irai coucher a la Quinta de Granicha, de rautre 
c6t6 de la Guadiana. 

^ J’ai fait naarclier le General Giron, sur Villa Real, pres 
Jurumenha, ce matin ; pour qa’il puisse etre en mesure de 
sejoindre avec vous sur la raarche de demain. 

" J^ai rhonneur d’etre, &c. 

^ Le Capitaine General ' Wellington. 

Don Joaquin Blakel 


MEMORANDUM 

For Major Generals Campbell and Slq,de. 

‘ Quinta de Granicha, 17th June, 1811,6 a. m. 

^ I wish, the 6th diYision> and General Pack’s brigade, to 
cross the Tagus to-morrow, the 1 8th instant, and to move to 
jNiza, and next day, the 19th, to Portalegre. 

^ If this order should reach the rear of these troops so late 
that they cannot reach Niza on the 18th, they must remain 
either on the Tagus on the left bank, or on the stream be- 
tween the Niza and the Tagus, and inarch on the 19th to 
AlpalhSo, and on the 20th to Portalegre. 

" I wish Major General Slade’s brigade to march to-mor- 
row, the 18th, to Sarnadas and neighborhood from Castello 
Branco, on the 19th to cross the Tagus and inarch to Niza, 
and on the 20th to march to Portalegre. 

^ When the troops cross at Villa Velha they must march 
on, each regiment of infantry, and each troop of cavalry, as 
soon as it shall have crossed, and not wait for the others 
Major General Campbell ia requested to forward this 
memorandum to Brig. General Pack without loss of time. 

‘ Wellington;.’ 
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To Captain General Don Joaquin Blake. 

' Monsieur le General, ‘Elvas, ce 17 Juin, isii. 

‘ J’ai riionneur cle fairc savoir a votre Excellence que les 
troupes sous mes ordres ont fait ce matin le inouvement in- 
dique dans la lettre que je vous ai ecrite liier d’Albuera. 

^ Jen’ai pas encore des nouvelles positives de I’ennemi. 
II y a un bruit que le General Kegnier s est porte sur Me- 
dellin au lieu de sur Merida. Une grande partie de la force 
ennemie a passe le Tage; et toutes leurs troupes sont en 
mouvement sur Almaraz, selon les nouvelles que j'ai reques 
dans la nuit, de Coria, du 15. 

‘ J’ose recommander a votre Excellence de continuer 
votre marclie demain pour arriver bien vite en Andalousie. 
L’ennemi ne s’attendra pas a ce mouvement ; et il est pro- 
bable qu il n’en apprendra rien de quelques jours, pendant 
lesquels vous pourrez avoir le terns de faire un beaucoup, 

^ J’ai riionneur d’etre, &c. 

^ Le Capitaine Ghieral ^ Wellington. 

Do?i Joaquin Blake' 

To Lieut. General Sir Brent Spencer , K.B. 

‘ My dear Spencer, ‘ Quinta de Grauiclia, 17tli June, 1811. 

^ I send ivith this orders addressed to Major General 
Campbell and General Pack, to march to Niza to-morrow, 
the 18th, and to Portalegre the 19th ; and to Major Gene- 
ral Slade to march to Sarnadas the 18th, to Niza the 19th, 
and to Portalegre the 20th. It is important that these 
orders should reach them without loss of time, and I shall 
be obliged to you if you will send them copies of this letter 
by an Officer, besides my memorandum addressed to each by 
the guide, who must not be delayed a moment. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut. General ' Wellington. 

Sir B. Spencer, K.Bl 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 

‘ My dear Bkresford, ‘ Elvas, 17th June, 1811, 8 p.m. 

‘ Campo Mayor must of course at present be supplied 
friia hence ; and, as that place is in the first instance of 
primary importance, I have desired Mr. Kennedy to settle 
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witli the Saperin tendon t of Viveres, to send there to-morrow 
morning 20,000 rations, which will last the garrison about a 
month, which is all we want of them. 14,000 rations were 
sent to Jurumenha this afternoon at 4 o’clock upon forty 
mules ; and if you wdll let Mr. Kennedy know immediately 
what ammunition you wish to have back, he will bring it 
back upon these mules as far as they will go. Our ammu- 
nition has already been brought here, I understand from 
Colonel Framingham. 

" In respect to the wounded of the French army, I know 
nothing of them, as General Leite and the Portuguese de- 
partments have had charge of them from the beginning: 
but if we should receive any distinct account of the numbers 
which require carriages, and what can walk, I have no doubt 
but that we shall be able to i^emove the whole. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal ^ WELLINGTON. 

Sir TV. a Beresford, K.B: 

To Colonel Austin, 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘Elvas, I7th June, 1811. 

' I am much obliged to you for your two letters of the 
15th, which I just received. 

' General Blake marches from Jurumenha to-morrow, and 
will arrive at Mertola on the 22d or 23d. He passes by 
Beja, where he will be on the 20th or 21st, and you will do 
well to communicate with him at that place. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Colonel Austin: ^ WELLINGTON. 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

^ Sir, ‘ Elvas, 1 7th June, ISl 1. 

^ In the course of the last three months, the British army 
have had but few men less than 7000 wounded in the service 
of Portugal; and the hardships and fatigues of the service, 
and the season, must, of course, have occasioned some sick- 
ness. 

^ I have frequently endeavored to prevail upon the Portu- 
guese Government to allow us to establish the British hos- 
pitals in the rope walk at Belem, of which no use.can^p^ 
present, or indeed ought to be made; and I fii^d that the 
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convents^ &c., which werei used as hospitals at Lisbon by the 
British army heretofore^ are now applied to other purposes, 
and all accommodation of this description is now refused. 

I beg you will do me the favor to lay this letter before 
the Portuguese Government, and to obtain for me a decided 
answer, by return of post, whether they will or not supply 
any and what accommodation, at Lisbon, for the British 
soldiers wounded in fighting the battles of Portugal. 

‘ If I should find the Government still disinclined to at- 
tend to my requests upon this subject, I propose to send an 
Officer express to England to apprise His Eoyal Highness 
the Prince Kegent and his Ministers of this extraordinary 
circumstance, and I request to hear from you as soon as pos- 
sible. 

‘ I have the honor io be, &c. 

^ His Excellency ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart,'' 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart, 

'My dear Sir, ‘Elvas, 1 7th June, 1811. 

' I have received your letters of the 12th, 13th, and 15th; 
but as I have been forward with the troops for some days, 
I have not been able to send you answers as regularly as I 
ought. 

' I do not recollect to have written to you upon the subject 
of hay in Lower Beira. If I should want any article of that 
description, and money is to be laid out in the previous col- 
lection of it for a magazine for the British army, I shall em- 
ploy a British Commissary on the service, as I know from 
experience what a very good thing it is to give money to 
have a magazine collected for the British army by the Por- 
tuguese. We can scarcely keep them out of the magazines 
we collect for oUrselves, and we should scarcely get into one 
whicli they should collect for us. 

' I shall send Dr. Somers’ memorial home. 

' If it was not a matter of most serious importance, which 
may go r>ot only to the safety of the army, but to the fate of 
the whole cause, 1 should be highly diverted by the bustle 
occasioned at Lisbon by the danger of Elvas. All of a sud- 
dih the utmost activity prevails, and all means are set at 
work, to relieve distress which ought never to have existed, 



1811. 


KLVAS. 


31 


if common precautions had been taken, or if any measures 
had been adopted to feed (general Hamilton’s division, ex- 
cepting to throw their consumption u[)on the magazines of 
the fortress. After all, this bustle will produce notliiing in 
time; and if I cannot get up a sufficient supply from our 
magazines, I shall be obliged to fight a l)attlo to save! this 
])lace against tJie whole force of Andalusia, Castille, and tln^ 
centre of Spain, witli diminishetl force on my si(h\ The 
enemy will be one* fouiili stronger than us in ev(n*y arm, 
nearly doul>lo in cavalry, and we shall not have in the atdiou 
1 4, ()(){) Portuguese troops ! ! 

‘ Under these circumstances I should, and shall avoid a 
general action if I can ; but I must put a countenance u])on 
the state of affairs, and matters must be risked till provisions 
be ])luced in Elvas. 

‘ dlxe Portuguese (iovernmetit may d(‘]a‘nd upon my 
bringing tliis subject under the distinct (amsideration tjfthe 
liegenfs Ministers. I !mve long determinxMl that I will 
have no discussion with them upon any suliject : but I shall 
report the consetpieuces of f heir conduct to my own (lovern- 
ment, and leave to tluuu fo determine what shall bo done. 
I conclude, h<»wc‘ver, that Lord VVelU'sU^y will think it neces- 
sary that our Jlegeni should explain himself clearly to the 
llegcMit of Portugal on tlu‘se subj(M*(s. 

* 1 have no objection to agricultural cutth* lumxg purchased 
and distributed to the districts that recjuire them, providi’d 
the money which is to purchase them is nut to come out of 
the military chest. 1 give tlic same answer about pipes. 

‘ I also beg that whatever is thus given in charity may be 
given on the ground of the wants of the several districts, and 
by no means in refi‘rence to the %vanta of the meatm of trans- 
port for the military operations. 'I'lie (lovernment Imvti it 
in their ])owt‘r i(} coll(»ct thost^ imams of transport whenever 
\Ye may re<iuire them, and ought to do their duty ; and I do 
not think that the charity of the people of England ought to 
be laid out to aid in the operations of the war, or to save iJie 
Government the trouble of forcing those ])arts of the people 
who have not sulfered to do their duty by their country. 

‘ The (plant ity of ‘21 pound shot, we umlerstiUKl that could 
be sent from Lisbon, was 4ht>. which we fired in about tw^ 
hours ! 1 ! 1 never heard tiierc were any ut Estremoz. This 
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place, however, has 6000 more shot than it had before we 
commenced operations against Badajoz ; and although w'e 
destroyed sixteen miserable guns, it has four more pieces of 
ordnance, and these sent up are better than those they had. 
All it wants is provisions. 

The state of this place, however, and the means of keep- 
ing it hereafter, are subjects of very, very, serious considera- 
tion, upon which I shall address Sir William Beresford, and 
I shall send to you, and to my Government, a copy of my 
letter. If we save it now, this Government will yet lose it, 
if they pay the usual attention to it. 

^ Soult has been very cautious in his movements, and has 
kept clear of us, and has gone to his right. I think he com- 
municated with Regnier yesterday, not by Merida, but by 
Medellin, as Regnier also does not dash now. 

^ We raised the blockade and crossed the Guadiana this 
morning. 

Blake marches to-morrow to cross the Guadiana again at 
Mertola, and try something towards Seville. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ^ W ELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuarti 

To Lieut General Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 
f SlR> ‘ Elvas, IStli June, 1811 , 

^ Adverting to my letter to you of the 2d instant, regard- 
ing two squadrons of the I2th light dragoons expected from 
England in this country, I have now the honor to enclose the 
copy of a letter of the 28th May, which I received yesterday 
from the Secretary of the Commander in Chief, in which I 
have been informed that the squadrons of the 12tli light 
dragoons are destined for service in Portugal. You will 
therefore countermand the orders for the disposal of their 
horses, if you should have given any ; and I send orders this 
day that they may be landed and prepared for the field as 
soon as they shall arrive. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

* Lieut. General ^ Wellington. 

Sir S, Cotton, Bart." 
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To Marshal Sir TV, C. Beresfordy K.B, 

f Sir, ‘Elvas, ISth June, 1811. 

^ The circumstances of this place have been materially al- 
tered since the enemy have obtained possession of Badajoz ; 
but they appear to have been but little adverted to hitherto, 
either by the Grovernors of the Kingdom or by those charged 
with its immediate defene'e, in consequence of a large part of 
the army having been in this part of the country ever since 
Badajoz fell into the hands of the enemy. It is obvious that 
the army cannot always remain in the Alentejo ; and yet it is 
clear, from what occurred in the recent attempts to obtain 
possession of Badajoz by the allied troops, that there is no 
time during which the army may be absent so short that the 
enemy will not be justified in military prudence to make the 
attempt to obtain possession of Elvas, and that they can raise 
the siege at any time, and carry off everything in thirty six 
hours. 

' Of all fortified towns in the world, Elvas therefore ought 
to be the one in the state best prepared to stand an attack ; 
but I am sorry to observe that, however respectable in itself 
as a fortification, it appears to me to be the fortified town 
that I have yet seen that is the least prepared to make a 
defence. 

^ I recommend to yon to draw the attention of the Go- 
vernors of the Kingdom to the following measures, to put 
the place in the state in which it ought to be. 

^ First, a distinct clear arrangement by the Government 
to keep the place supplied with the provisions wliich it will 
require ; to keep up the stock of provisions in the forts to 
the quantity which it will be deemed necessary to have in 
them. 

' The Commissary General of the British army is taking 
measures, as you know, to. throw a stock of provisions into 
Elvas; but these measures will answer only a temporary 
purpose, if the Government should not take cave, by ade- 
quate arrangements, to keep up the stock of provisions, and 
providing for the regular daily consumption of the garrison, 
as well as for the consumption of those Portuguese troopi 
which may be employed in its neighborhood. 

The oidnaiice in Elvas is generally very bad, and in very 

YOU VITI, ^ 
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bad order; the carriages worn out, and generally unfit for 
service ; the shot does not suit the calibres of the guns, and 
of course the practice of the artillery must be very uncertain. 
The ordnance and carriages should be very particularly in- 
spected and reported upon, as well as the shot ; and mea- 
sures should be taken to replace by degrees those guns 
deemed unserviceable or bad by others of the calibres for 
v’hich shot can be procured. If there is no good ordnance in 
the arsenal of Lisbon, it will be necessary to apply for it to 
England, and I will make the application. 

^ As Elvas must now be considered in the light of a real 
and important place de guerre^ it is desirable that a sufficient 
space, from 800 to 1000 yards around it, should be cleared 
of trees, that walls and fences should be levelled, and all the 
measures adopted which can increase its security, by expos- 
ing to its fire, as far as possible, all the ground within its 
range. 

" There are some glaring deficiencies and defects in the 
works, to which, without incurring any large expense, by 
degrees, improvements might be made. 

' First, the covert way, as well of Elvas as of La Lippe 
and Lucia, ought to be palisaded. 

‘ Secondly, the ground over which the road from Villa 
Boim passes is not seen at all from Lucia, or from the 
body of the place ; and it appears that a redoubt on the 
rock on the right of Lucia would command that ground, 
and would aid in the defence of Lucia, and of the body 
of the place, by both of which its flanks would, in some 
degree, be protected. A good palisaded redoubt ought to 
be constructed on that ground. 

" I have no doubt that a closer examination of the place 
would point out other improvements; and if I saw any 
desire in the Government to maintain the place manifested 
by their constant attention to keep it supplied with pro- 
visions, ordnance, and ammunition, I would employ our best 
engineer to examine it, and to make a complete report 
upon it. 

" In the existing situation of Elvas as a fortified garrison, 
liable at every moment to be attacked, it is a question 
whether the head quarters of the province of Alentejo should 
remain there, and so large a population as there is in it 
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should be encouraged^ or even allowed to remain. At all 
events, nobody ought to be allowed to remain who has not 
at all times a supply of provisions for four months. 

Tlie duty of the garrison, and the discipline of the troops 
composing it, ought to be most particularly attended to ; and 
the whole system ought to be founded on the situation in 
which Elvas is j)laced as a fortified garrison, necessarily left 
to itself, close to one occupied by an active and enterprising 
enemy, possessing means of attack at any moment ; and the 
duties ought to be carried on in the most regular manner. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Marshal ^ WELLINGTON. 

Sir W C. Beresford, K.B: 

To Major General Peacocke. 

‘ Sir, ‘ Elvas, istli June, 1811. 

‘ I request that, when the 12th light dragoons shall arrive 
at Lisbon, they may be landed and prepared in the usual 
manner to join the army as soon as it may be convenient. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

* Major General Peacocke' ‘ Wellington. 

To the Earl of Liverpool^ Secretary of State. 

‘ My DEAR Lord, ‘ Elvas, I8tli Juno, 1811. 

' I enclose the copy of an intercepted letter from Joseph 
to Napoleon, which appears to me to be as interesting a 
document as has yet appeared ; and you may depend upon 
it that this is a true copy of the original, which is at Cadiz, 
in the possession of that Government. 

" it shows that this tyrant does not treat his relations, or 
even his brothers, better than he docs other people; and 
gives ground for hope that his tyrannical temper will at no 
distant period deprive him of the advantages which lie would 
derive from the Austrian alliance. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ^ Wfxlinoton. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State, 

‘ My Lord, ‘ Elvas, 18th June, 1811. 

^ Captain , of the French service, who was aide de 

camp to General , deserted from the French army 

about a month ago, when they were at Salamanca. 

d2 
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^ He is desirous of serving in the East Indies, which is, 
I believe, impossible ; or, if that cannot be done, in the ser- 
vice of Russia ; and I request your Lordship to facilitate to 
him the means of arriving in Russia. 

^ I have the honor to be. See. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool.' ‘ Wellington. 


To Major General Picton. 


‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 20th J une, 1811, 


^ My dear Sir, ^ 

‘ I \vrite to let you know that a body of the enemy^s 
cavalry, consisting, as is stated, of 1500 or 1600 men, entered 
Badajoz at half past 4 p. m. ; about 300 are said to be en- 
camped upon the Gevora. 

^ Believe me, &c. 


* Major General Picton' 


‘ Wellington, 


To Marshal Sir W, C. Beresford^ K.B. 

‘Quinta de St. Joao, 20th June, 1811, 

‘ My dear Beresford, i p.m. 

‘ I have been over the ground behind Campo Mayor, as 
far as Ouguela. It is very important that this last place, 
although in a great degi'ee dismantled, should be occupied 
by about 200 infantry ; and I have given orders to General 
Picton to send there that number this evening, and shall be 
obliged to you if 3"ou will desire General Leite to relieve 
them in the morning early with 100 of the line and 100 
militia : they should take with them provisions for to-morrow 
and next day ; and I will settle with the Commissary General 
to throw in, for ten days, provisions for them : there will be 
no difficulty in withdrawing these men, if we should with- 
draw. 

‘ I have sent for Dickson to endeavor to get two 18 or 24 
pounders for the garrison of Campo Mayor, in order to assist 
us ; and I think it might be desirable to put two iron 6 or 4 
pounders in Ouguela, if there are such guns in Elvas. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal ( WELLINGTON. 

Sir W. C. Beresford, K.BJ 
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To the Earl of Liverpool^ Secretary of State, 

' Mt Lord, * Quinta de St. Joao, 20tli June, 1811. 

^ The enemy moved forward liis advanced guard, consist- 
ing of about 10,000 men, to Los Santos, on the morning of 
the 13th. 

Upon this occasion, Lieut. Strenuwitz, of the 21st dra- 
goons, was sent out by Major General Sir William Erskine 
to reconnaitre the enemy with a small detachment of the 
2d hussars and the 3d dragoon guards, which distinguished 
themselves in an attack upon a superior number of the 
enemy, and took some prisoners. 

' I had arranged that the cavalry, and 2d and 4th divisions 
of the allied British and Portuguese army, and the corps of 
Spanish troops under General Blake, should collect upon 
Albuera, if the enemy should advance to interrupt the siege 
or blockade of Badajoz ; and I went to Albuera on that 
night to superintend the movements of the troops, 

' I also moved, on the night of the 13th, General Hamil- 
ton’s division from the blockade of Badajoz to Albuera, with 
an intention to stop the enemy at that place, in case the 
army of the south alone should have moved forward. 

' On the 14th, in the night, Lieut. Ayling, of the 40th 
regiment, who had been employed at Truxillo to observe 
the movements of the enemy, arrived at Albuera with the 
account that the advanced guard of the enemy’s army of 
Portugal from Castille had entered that town (Truxillo) at 
noon on the 13th, which confirmed the other accounts which 
I had received of their progress u^ to the 12th; and as from 
Truxillo they might have been at Merida on the 15th, and 
in communication with the army of the south, I determined 
to raise the blockade of Badajoz, and that all the allied 
troops should cross the Guadiana on the 17th. This was 
accordingly effected without difficulty or loss of any descrip- 
tion ; and General Blake, who it had been settled should 
cross the Guadiana again at Mertola on the 22d instant, in 
order to make an attempt upon Seville, likewise crossed with 
his corps at Jurumcnha on the 17th, 

^ Since that period the right of the allied British and 
Portuguese army have been encamped in the woods upon 
tho Cay a, about Torre del Moro, having their right upon 
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the Ponte de Caya; the 3d and 7th divisions, and Brig. 
General Madden’s cavalry, being in Campo Mayor; and 
the troops which had been under the command of Lieut. 
General Sir Brent Spencer on the frontier of Castille have 
crossed the Tagus at Villa Velha, in proportion as the 
enemy have crossed that river at Almaraz ; and, with the 
exception of the 5th division and Colonel Barbacena’s bri- 
gade of Portuguese cavalry, which I did not order to move 
from Lower Beira till I was assured that the last of the 
enemy had moved from Almaraz, the whole are now upon 
the Caya, between this place and Arronches. I expect that 
the 5th division will be at Arronches by the 24th instant. 

The enemy’s advance have appeared in the neighbor- 
hood of Badajoz tliis day; and I conceive that their whole 
army will be collected to-morrow in the neighborhood of 
Merida. 

^ The enemy have collected upon this occasion all their 
force from Castille, their whole force from Madrid, and what 
is called their centre army, and all the force from Anda- 
lusia, excepting what is absolutely necessary to maintain 
their position before Cadiz and that held by Sebastian! in 
the eastern kingdoms of Andalusia. I believe that they 
have left for these objects about 11,000 infantry, and no 
cavahy fit for service ; and that they have collected in this 
province from 48,000 to 50,000 effective rank and file of 
infantry, and about 7000 cavahy, besides artillery, &c. 

" I hope to have to oppose to them about 41,000 or 42,000 
efiective rank and file of infantry, if the 5th division should 
be in time, and 4000 cavalry, besides artillery. 

‘ The diversion made by General Blake upon Seville 
may possibly have a good ejBTect; and, at all events, the 
enemy have abandoned Old and New Castille, with the 
exception of a small garrison in Madrid, and have risked 
everything in all parts of Spain in order to collect this large 
army in Estremadura. Under these circumstances, I am 
inclined not to risk the fate of the cause on the result of one 
battle, in which I am certain that, with every exertion, the 
allies must be inferior in numbers, particularly in that de- 
scription of troops (cavalry) for whose operations this coun- 
try is favorable. I therefore propose not to risk an action, 
unless I should find it necessary in order to provision Elvas; 
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not\vithstanding that I have the fullest confidence in the 
result of any action in which I may deem it expedient to 
engage the troops. 

^ I am in hopes that, before the 24th, the convoys expected 
from Abrantes will arrive inElvas; and your Lordship may 
depend upon it that I shall not engage in any affair which 
will involve the safety of the army, or at this moment any 
serious loss, without evident necessity. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

^ The Earl of LiverpooV 'Wellington. 

To R. Kennedy, Esq., Commissary General. 

' My dear Sir, ‘ Quinta-de St. Joao, 21st June, 1811. 

' I have desired that 200 men of the garrison of Elvas 
might be sent to occupy Ouguela, which is situated about 
four miles from Campo Mayor. As usual, the Portuguese 
authorities have no means of providing for these men, and I 
shall be obliged to you if you will send biscuit, wine, and 
sheep to Ouguela, either this day or very early to-morrow, 
to last this detachment for ten days. 

' Believe me, &c. 

‘ R. Kennedy, Esq., ' WELLINGTON. 

Commissary General. 

' P. S. How are the supplies getting on at Elvas I 

' W.’ 

To Lieut, General Sir Brent Spencer, KB. 

‘ Quinta de Graniclia, 21st June, 1811, 
'My DEAR Spencer, Half-past 2 p.m. 

'I have been so busy that I have not been able to write to 
you for some days ; but I have had no news to tell you, 

' The French came to Badajoz ycstei'day; but it appears 
that the greatest part of their cavalry went back to Talavera 
this morning. 

' I shall be very much obliged to you if you will send 
Waters and OXalor, and any others of the Odicers attached 
to head quarters that you do not want with you. I am only 
three or four leagues from you, and dine every day at 3, and 
shall be glad to see you any day that you will come over. 

" Believe me, &c. 

" Lieut. General ‘WELLINGTON. 

Sir B. Spencer, KB," 
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To the Eight Hon, Henry Wellesley, 

« Sir, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 21st June, 1811. 

^ I have the honor to enclose a letter which I wrote on the 
10th instant to General Castanos*, regarding the operations 
of the armies in consequence of raising the siege of Badajoz, 
with his reply, and that of General Blake ; and the copy of a 
letter which I wrote to General Blake of the 12th instantf, 
on his route, and his reply ; and of one which I wrote to him 
on the 14th instant J ; and the copy of a letter to General 
Blake of the 17th instant §, which I beg you to lay before 
the Spanish Government. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Right Hon, H, Wellesley: . " Wellington. 

To the Right Hon, Heniy Wellesley, 

* My dear Henry, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 21st June, 1811. 

* I enclose copies of my last dispatches, which contain all 
the intelligence I can give j^ou. Matters are in a very cri- 
tical state just now ; but I think I shall carry them through. 

^Ever yours most affectionately, 

‘ The Right Hon, H, Wellesley: ^ Wellington. 

To Major General Sir William Er shines Bart, 

‘ Ponte de Ca)'a, 22d June, 1811, 

^ My dear Sir William, Quarter past 5 p.m. 

^ The enemy appear to be withdrawing, and I beg you 
wiU order to take up his ground in any con- 

venient situation near Elvas, and that he will attend to the 
directions he before received from Sir Stapleton Cotton, to 
throw out small piquets of observations on the Caya and 
Guadiana. If he had had his whole brigade instead of a 
large piquet on the Caya, he could not have prevented the 
enemy from advancing, and the difficulty of retiring is in- 
creased in proportion to the numbers of which the body 
which is to retire consists. This principle is well known and 
understood in this army ; and if it had not been acted upon 
invariably, we should have lost all our cavalry long ago in 

the way in which lost the piquet of the — th 

this morning. To crown all, I understand that these large 

* See vol. vii., p. 653. f See this toL, p. 4. 

{ See this vol., p. 20. § Ibid. p. 28. 
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piquets were not able to give sufficiently early intelligence 
of the enemy, and that the — th dragoons have lost their 
corn sacks. 

^ Let the piquets of ’s brigade communicate 

with those of General Madden, which they have not done 
yet, and with the piquet of the 28th regiment on the Ata- 
laya, near the Ponte de Caya ; and I repeat that they must 
be very small, being only of observation. They can always 
retire upon Elvas, and thence join their brigades. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Major General ^ WELLINGTON. 

Bir JV, Erskine, Bart, 

‘ P. S. Let Colonel Murray know where General ’s 

brigade will be, and desire General to apply to the 

Commissary General this evening for corn sacks for the 
— th dragoons : he is in Elvas. ^ W.’ 

To Major General Picton, 

* Quinta de St Joao, 23d June, 1811, 

‘ My DEAR General, Half past ii a. m. 

^ I shall be very much obliged to you if you will send an 
intelligent Officer, with a glass, to Ouguela, and another to 
the Atalaya, between Ouguela and Campo Mayor, an hour 
or two before sunset this evening, in order to reconnaitre 
well the wood beyond the Gevora, and to see whether the 
enemy have in it any infiintiy, and let me know if they 
should observe any. 

" Believe me, &c. 

* Major Ge7ieral Ficton,' ‘ Wellington. 

To Marffhal Sir W, C, Beresford, K.B. 

‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 23d June, 1811, 

^ My dear Beresford, Half past ii p.m. 

" I am just come in from Campo Mayor, where all is per- 
fectly quiet. General Picton told me that the governor 
had informed him that he had sent to Elvas yesterday, by 
order of General Leite, forty bullocks, which had before been 
sent to Campo Mayor, as provision for the garrison. 

" Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal < WELLINGTON. 

Sir JV, C, Beresford, K.B. 
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^ P. S. Mr. Kennedy tells me tliat tlie governor of Juru- 
inenlici lias sent liis bulloclcs iDack, saying ttat he had no 
money to pay anybody to take cai'e of them ! 

‘ W.’ 


To Vice AdiuiTdl the Hon. George Berkeley • 

' Sir, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 23d June, 1811. 

^ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 20th 
instant, and I am much obliged to you for the arrange- 
ment which you have ordered respecting the flat boats in 
the river Tagus, for the convey^ance of the sick, &c. down to 
Lisbon. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral ' WELLINGTON. 

the Hon, G. Berkeley,'" 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart, 

< ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 23d June, 1811. 

^ I have had the honor of receiving, your letter of the 19th 
instant, and I have again communicated to Sir William 
Beresford the desire of the Portuguese Government that he 
should recommend the detail of the measures to be adopted 
ill respect to the commissariat. 

* 1. It appears to Marshal Beresford, as I confess it does 
to me, that these details have already been fully discussed 
and recommended by him as well as by me ; by me in my 
private and public letters to you of the 26th of March and 
8th of April; and by Sir William Beresford in his comments 
upon those letters. It is desirable, therefore, that Sir Wil- 
liam Beresford should be informed upon what point the 
Government wish to have his opinion farther in detail. 

^ I have not understood that the Commissary General 
required hay in Lower Bcira, but I will inquire. 

" 2. It always gives me much concern to make any obser- 
vation on an assertion made by Dom Miguel Forjaz; but I 
must say that the assertion made that the magazines of 
Elvas supplied the British treoyDs with provisions is without 
foundation, in the view in which it is made. 

" It is true that, because the Grovernment will not enforce 
their own regulations, means of transport could not be pro- 
cured in Alentejo, and therefore at times the troops serving 
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on that frontier, during the month of April and part of 
May, were not very regularly supplied with provisions. 

I beg to refer you to a letter which I wrote to you on 
this on the 31st March. 

^ The troops must have been withdrawn, as I stated they 
Avould, if they had not received occasional assistance from 
the garrison of Elvas ; but the whole amount which they 
received was trifling, and could not have been the cause of 
the existing distress, as the whole was repaid. 

If assertions of this description are repeated I must be 
under the necessity of withholding all assistance from the 
Portuguese Government. I do everything in my power to 
assist them. At this moment I have provisioned all the 
forts on the frontier, and the return made is a reproach that 
our troops have been the cause of the deficiency. 

If I were to withhold this assistance our troops would 
never have occasion to ask for any, even the smallest supply, 
from any of the Portuguese establishments. 

I am apprehensive that the money received from Mr. 
Sampayo to be laid out in the purchase of cattle and wine 
pipes will interfere with the supplies for the military chest. 

^3. 1 do not know of any signal being made to prevent 
the transmission of 24 pound shot. I was informed by 
Marshal Sir William Beresford that there were no more at 
Lisbon, excepting 480, which the Admiral was about to send. 

" 4. 1 have this day had the honor of receiving your letter 
of the 2 1st, containing a proposition from l3om Miguel 
Forjaz for the regulation of the boats on the Tagus. I 
concur in the propriety of the first two articles of the regu- 
lation, and will direct the Commissary General to attend to 
them. In respect to the 3d article, which regulates a divi- 
sion of the boats between the commissariat establishments 
of the two armies, 1 must beg leave to decline to have any 
concern in such a distribution. 

" When the troops were on the Mondego such a distribu- 
tion was agreed upon, and carried into effect ,* and the con- 
sequence was, that the boats delivered over by the Commis- 
sary General, and employed in the service of tlie Portaguese 
army, were never paid for, and the British army has since' 
experienced the inconvenience resulting from this loss of 
credit. The owners of boats on the Mondego wore m- 
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willing to engage to serve us, because they expected to be 
obliged to serve the Portuguese army without payment. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

^ His Excellency ‘ ELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart,' 

To Marshal Marmont, Due de Raguse, 

* All Quartiei* G6neral, 

^ Monsieur le Marechal, ce 24 Juin, 1811. 

" Je suis bien fache que vous n’ayez pas recii la reponse 
que je vous ai toite a la lettre que vous m’avez fait Thon- 
neur de m'ecrire le 16 Mai, et j’ai Ihonneur, a present, d’en 
envoyer a votre Excellence le duplicata. 

^ Je crois que Mons. Ville sur Ance a ete depuis envoye 
en Angleterre ; mais si votre Excellence consent que Mon- 
sieur Gray rest'e ici, je manderai que Mons. Ville sur Ance 
soit tout de suite renvoye en France. Si non, je renverrai 
Monsieur Gray aux avant postes de Tarniee Frangaise 
demain matin, ou aussitdt que je connaitrai les desirs de 
votre Excellence. 

" J’ai rhonneur d’etre, &c. 

* Monsieur le Marechal ‘ Wellington. 

Due de Raguse.^ 


To Lieut, General Graham, 

^ Sir, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 24th June, 1811. 

" I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which I 
have received from the Secretary of State, directing that 
you should join this army, leaving Major General Disney in 
the command at Cadiz, and authorizing me to draw from 
Cadiz such reinforcements as I might think proper. 

" Adverting to the return of the troops at Cadiz of the 1st 
June, which is the last that I have received, I find that you 
have not at Cadiz nearly so many men as is supposed by 
the Secretary of State; and I learn from a private letter 
from Mr. Wellesley, your letter upon that subject not 
having reached me, that you have detached the tld batt. 
47th regiment ; and it appears to me that the only troops 
that can be spared from Cadiz are one squadron, or the dis- 
mounted men of the 2d hussars, with tlie Major and a pro- 
portion of the Officers, and the detachment of the 3d batt. 
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95tli regiment. If yow slionld agree in opinion wltli me 
that these troops can, with propriety, be detached from 
Cadiz under existing circumstances, I beg you to send them 
to Lisbon without loss of time. 

I also request you to give such orders and instructions 
as you may think necessary that General Disney should 
have, including those which I originally gave to General 
Stewart, and those which you have received from time to 
time from the Secretary of State and Commander in Chief ; 
and you will deliver to General Disney the command of the 
British troops at Cadiz, and proceed yourself to join the 
army in this country. 

^ I beg you to make such arrangements as you may think 
proper respecting the Staff at Cadiz, bringing with you such 
of the Officers belonging to it as you may be desirous should 
accompany you, and leaving to perform the duties, under 
Major General Disney, those who may be necessary to him. 

" I have the honor to bej^&c. 

* Lieut. General Graham.^ ‘ Wellington. 

To Lieut. General Graham. 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 24th June, 1811. 

^ I have great pleasure in sending you the accompanying 
orders to join this army. You will find us somewhere in 
this neighborhood ; but I believe you will find it most con- 
venient to join us by Lisbon, particularly if you should have 
at all a fair wind from Cadiz. Let me know by which road 
you will come, that I may have arrangements made to faci- 
litate your progress. 

^ I do not know whether you have had any communication 
from England respecting sending troops to Tarragona. If 
you have not, I should think 3^11 had better take advantage 
of the detachment now drawn from Cadiz to call back the 
47th, as, if the Government have not altered their opinion 
upon this subject, I am apprehensive that they will not 
approve of your sending these troops. 

‘ This is, however, only an opinion floating in my mind- 
I am not at all aware of the circumstances in which Tarra-- 
gona, stands, or of those which induced you to detach tliese 
troops, as I have not yet received your letter upon t^ i?ub^ 
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ject, and it is not improbable that both may be of that 
urgent nature to prevent your recalling the troops. 

" Nothing of importance has occurred since I sent my last 
dispatch to my brother, excepting a great reconnaissance by 
the enemy the day before j’esterday, in whicli we lost a 
piquet of the — th dragoons, just arrived, owing very miicli 

to the Officer, of the — th, having mistaken the 

French dragoons for ours. 

*■ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Graham.' ‘ WELLINGTON. 

To Lieut, General Hill. 

‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 25th June, 1811, 

' My dear Hill, at noon. 

' About 1600 cavalry, which were at Olivenqa, have come 
over to Badajoz, and at half past 9 were still upon the 
esplanade of the fort on the left of the Guadiana. 

^ Send this intelligence to Cotton and Picton, as it is not 
improbable they may make another reconnaissance upon 
Campo Mayor. 

" Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut. General Hill* ‘ WELLINGTON. 

To Marshal Sir TV. C. Beresfordt K.B. 

‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 25th Juno, 1811, 

^ My dear Beresford, 2 p. m. 

^ I enclose an account of what is already thrown into 
Elvas by Mr. Kennedy. Would you wish to have any more 
thrown in by us ? 

" You will have seen how well pleased they are in Eng- 
land about Albuera. I wish to sec you upon that subject. 

' Believe me, &c. 

"Marshal ^WELLINGTON. 

Sir W, C, Beresford, K.B' 

To Major General Compbell, commanding at Gibraltar. 

‘ Sir, * Quinta de St. Joao, 25th June, 181 1. 

" I have the honor to enclose the extract of a letter which 
I have received from the Secretary of State, in consequence 
of wdiich I have requested Admiral Berkeley to send to 
Gibraltar vessels to convey to Lisbon the 1st batt. 28th 
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regiment ; and beg yon to order them to embark as soon 
as those vessels shall arrive at Gibraltar. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Major General Cam'phelU ' Wellington. 

To Vice Admiral the Hon, George Berkeley, 

^ Sir, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 25tli June, 1811. 

^ In consequence of the receipt of orders from the Secre- 
tary of State I have to request that you will send vessels to 
Gibraltar, to convey from thence to Lisbon the 1st batt. 
28th regiment, which consists of about 600 rank and file. 

" I have the honor to enclose a letter for the governor of 
Gibraltar, which I request you to forward by this occasion. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral ' WELLINGTON. 

the Hon, G, Berkeley.' 

To Lieut. General Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart, 

‘ On the Atalaya of Ponte de Gaya, 

^ My dear Cotton, 25tli June, ISll, half past 6 p.M. 

‘ The intelligence which I have from Elvas this day states 
that about 1600 cavalry left Oliven^a this morning, marched 
through Badajoz at 10, passed the river, and went into the 
woods on the Gevora, where I now see them, and that 600 
cavalry went from the woods on the other side of Badajoz to 
Olivenqa. 

" I think it possible that there may be a great reconnais- 
sance to-morrow morning at Campo Mayor, and therefore I 
recommend that General De Grey’s and Anson’s brigades, 
and Le Fevre’s troop of artillery, should be shortly after 
daylight behind the hill behind the town. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut. General ' WELLINGTON. 

Sir S. Cotton, Barf,’ 

To Colonel Murray, Quarter Master Geiieral, 

‘ Sir, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 25th June, 1811, 8 P.M. 

' The greatest part of the cavalry which were about Oh- 
venqa have certainly moved into the woods on the Gevord, 
where I saw them this afternoon. 

" 1 have desired Sir Stapleton Cotton to have Dd Grey’s 
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brigade and Anson’s on tlie hill behind Campo Mayor in 
the morning, as I think it not unlikely that there will be a 
reconnaissance on that place, and it would be advisable that 
Sir William Erskine should be desired to have Long s bri- 
gade shortly after daylight near the Ponte de Caya, as it is 
clear that the cavalry are now on this side of the Guadiana, 
and to the northward of Badajoz. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

^ Colonel Murray ^ ^Wellington. 

Quarter Master General,' 


MEMORANDUM. 

‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 25th June, 1811. 

^ 1. The Junta de VtDeres to be abolished, and in lieu of 
that board a commissariat to be appointed, consisting of a 
Commissary General, a certain number of deputies, assist- 
ants, and clerks, to perform the task of provisioning the 
Portuguese army. 

" 2. Eor the present it is proposed to appoint a Commis- 
sary General, six deputies, twelve assistants, and twenty 
four clerks. 

^ 3, The Commissary General to receive possession of all 
the magazines and stores of the Junta de VivereSy and to 
correspond in the same manner with the magistrates in the 
different districts. 

4 The Commissary General should be obliged to give 
in an estimate, on the 1st of every month, of the articles 
and their cost required for his department, stating for what 
purposes required, where to be sent, the expense of trans- 
port, &c., for which the Government should be obliged to 
furnish funds. The Commissary General must show in 
each estimate the state of the magazines in every part of 
Portugal, and how far each can be made available for the 
service. 

^ 5. The commissariat of provisions and transport to be 
united. 

^ 6. The departments of the arsenal to be more distinctly 
enumerated, and the head of each department to be respon- 
sible for the duties of it. Estimates from the arsenal to 
be furnished every month, of the articles and their cost. 
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required for each of the departments, and funds to be pro- 
vided by the Government for the payment of them. 

" 7. All the civil departments attached to the army (the 
commissariat arsenal and hospitals) to be placed under mili- 
tary law. All crimes committed by the people employed in 
those departments to be tried by Courts Martial : the inter- 
position of the civil law in all such cases to be- abolished. 
A code of regulations to be framed, and specific punishments 
to be decreed, for certain crimes and misdemeanors. 

^ 8. A medical board to be formed, consisting of the dele^ 
gado of the Physico Mor and the Inspector of Hospitals, for 
the general management of the medicalj department- The 
delegado is more particularly to superintend the physical 
departments, and the Inspector General the surgical. The 
hospitals to be under the superintendence of the Inspector 
General, who will make his report to the board. The 
medical Officers should, on the 1st of every month, give 
in an estimate of the expense of their departments, and the 
Government should be obliged to provide funds for the 
payment of them. 

^ 9. Though the commissariat and medical departments 
are to be placed under military law, it is clearly to be 
understood that the rise of each individual is not to be 
regulated on any military principle, but that each individual 
is to be promoted according to his merit. 

"10. The military law to be altered according to the 
suggestions of Lord Wellington and the repeated repre- 
sentations of Marshal Beresford. 

"11. The Government to enforce strictly their own laws 
and regulations respecting the means of transport to be 
supplied by the country for the use of the army ; and specific 
punishments, whether of fine or confinement, to be decreed 
against those guilty of withholding their carts, boats, &e.> 
when required in the regular manner for the public service 
and against carters and boatmen guilty of desertion and»of 
embezzlement, or destruction of provisions or stores which 
they are employed to transport. 

" 12. The odious and oppressive system of embargo to be 
abolished ; and any Commissary, or Officer, or other public 
servant guilty of it to be punished. 

"13. The Government to provide funds for the 

VOL. VIII. E 
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payment of the Officers and troops, regulars as well as 
militia, of the Bngajeiros attached to the several regiments, 
and of all the departments of the army. 

' Wellington.’ 

To Vice Admiral the Hoh. George Berkeley, 

^ Sjr, * Quinta de St. Joao, 25tli June, 1811, 

" I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which 
I have received from the Secretary of State, regarding the 
transmission of prisoners and deserters to England ; and I 
heg leave to recommend that you should send the whole 
number to England as soon as it may be convenient to you. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 21st, upon this subject. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral ‘ Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley' 

To Colonel Gordon, Commissary in Chief, 

^ My dear Colonel, * Quinta de St. Jo5^, 25th June, 181 1. 

I received this morning your letter of the 30th of May ; 
and I am sorry to say that Mr. Kennedy did apply to me 
to be relieved from his situation, but I prevailed upon him 
to allow me to delay the application for some time. I did 
not understand that his application was founded on his own 
tv^ant of health, but rather upon the anxiety of his wife that 
he should return to England,* and I shall have to thank this 
lady and her sister, Mrs. Bourke, for having deprived me of 
the assistance of two very able Officers. 

^ I do not know how to fill Mr. Kennedy’s place. Mr. 

• — ^ ^ is certainly the best here ; but, as I have lately dis- 
covered, even he is not entirely fit for such a charge. He 
certainly did not manage extremely well the duties of the 
Commissary of the troops which were here under Marshal 
Bdl’esford. Matters were not going on well when I arrived 
here in April, or afterwards in May ; and the wants of that 
department, of which, however, I believe that Mr. * ^ * 

Was the cause, occasioned the fatal delays of the end of 
March and beginning of April. 

^ If therefore I must submit to the misfortune of losing 
Mr. Kennedy, I believe you had better send out Mr. Bissett. 
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I hope, however, that Mr. Kennedy, wlio is as well as I am, 
will be prevailed npon to stay. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Colonel Gordon? ‘ Wellington. 

To the Earl of Livei^oolt Secretary of State, 

^ My dear Lord, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 25th June, 181 1. 

' I received tliis day your letter of the 1 1th ; and I liavc 
replied in another letter to what you say respecting the 
thanks for the battle of Fuentes* 

' I will communicate the vote to General Blake in the 
mode which I may think will be the most satisfactory to him. 
I rather think that I shall send it to my brother, as it will 
afford him an opportunity of conciliating Blake. 

‘ Believe me, See. 

\ The Earl of Live7'pool' * W K i. Ll N<iT( > N . 

To the Earl of Liverpool^ Secretary if State, 

' My dear Lord, * Quinta do Bt. Joao, 35th Juno, ISIU 

* I received this morning your letter of the 4th, marked 
Private.” Your Ix)rdship may rest assured that I am 

perfectly satisfied that you acted right in not proposing a 
vote in Parliament on the battle of Fiientes. The business 
would liavc been different if wo had caught the garrison 
of Almeida; but, as it happened, the Government were 
qthto right. 

^ Indeed, people in England appear to mo to bo so mucli 
elated by any success, and so much depressocl by any tem- 
porary check, that I feel difficulty in describing the state of 
our affairs, and am always apprehensive that the Govern- 
ment will appreciate too highly what wo do. 

* I have sent for General Graham. 

" I had a communication with General Abadia, when he 
was on his way to Coruna, and recommended to hiid io 
attend to Santona. Ho is certainly the best of all the 
Spanish Officers timt I have seen ; but still Homo time tnui|t 
elapse bclbre he or anybody else can form a Spanish mnny 
that will be of much use to us or to themselves. 

" Behove me, &c, 

‘ The Earl qf Iwefpooi: * W EtU OfOK. 

n 2 
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To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State, 

^ My dear Lord, ‘ Quinta de St Joao, 25tli June, 1811. 

^ The messenger did not arrive till the day before yester- 
day with your Lordship’s letter marked Private,” of the 
30th May. 

' Since Beresford has been relieved from the command of 
the army in this quarter many measures have been adopted 
to reinforce and recruit the Portuguese troops, which I hope 
will in a short time increase our numbers for duty ; and I 
have had many conversations with Marshal Beresford and 
Mr. Sydenham since the latter arrived here, with a view to 
the arrangement of the civil departments of the Portuguese 
army, without which I have considered it proper to withhold 
my consent to the grant of the increased subsidy to the 
Portuguese Government. When these points are settled 
here Mr. Sydenham mil no to Lisbon to arrange them with 
Mr. Stuart. 

' The revenue arrangements recently adopted have already 
had the effect of increasing the pecuniary means of the 
Portuguese Government, as I was sure they would ; and I 
have but little doubt that they will get on tolerably well in 
finance. There may be some difficulties in procuring specie ; 
and we may not be able to prevail upon the Government to 
carry the laws of the country strictly into execution as they 
ought. But the complaints which I have made of them to 
your Lordship, and which I have uniformly communicated 
to them, have had an excellent effect, and are not unlikely 
to stimulate their efforts. 

^ We are, however, sufiering much from the misconduct of 
the Portuguese Government; and I am risking an action at 
a moment in which it is desirable I should not fight. But, 
notwithstanding that the French have collected all their 
troops here, and have left literally nothing in other parts of 
Spain, and are so much stronger than we, they appear as 
little inclined to risk an action as we ought to be. 

' The Spaniards have now another opportunity to make 
nu effort to shake off the yoke somewhere; but I aiti appre- 
hensive that they will not avail themselves of it. 

"I have not heard of, or from, Blake since he left Juru- 
menha. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

' Wellington 


‘ The Earl of Liverpool' 
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To Vice Acbniral the I Jon. George Berkeley. 

< gxKj * Quinta do St. Joao, 26th June, 1811. 

' Learning froni your private letter of the 21tli instant, 
just received; that it is probable there will bo no vessel at 
Cadiz to bring round 500 men, viz., about 300 of the 95tli 
regiment, and about 200 dismounted hussars, who 1 have 
requested might be sent to the Tagus, I request you to send 
vessels there to convey that number of trooi)s, and that you 
will request Sir Richard Keats to send them back, in case ho 
should have been able to send away the troops. 

^ I have the honor to be, See. 

* Vice Admiral ' WklUNGTON. 

the Hon. Q, Berkeley. 

To Marshal Sir IV. C. Bere^ftmU K^B. 

^ SlK, * Quinta do St. Joao, 27th June, 1811. 

^ I enclose some papers which have been put into my 
hands by Brig, General Alava, regarding the conduct of 
certain persons at Sabugal, in seizing and dtdaining mules 
coining from Spain to join the army. As this has boon a 
very common practice lately, 1 request you to direct that 
those persons may be called before the Special Commission 
to answer for their conduct. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

^ Marshal < WnULINCiTON. 

Sir W. C. Bercs/ord.K.B: 

To His E.ireUmcy Churh’S StmrL 

^ Sir, * Quinta dc St. Joao, 27th June, J81K 

' I liavc had the honor of receiving your letter of the 20th, 
with its enclosure from Dom M. Forjaz, announcing the 
intention of the inhabitants of Caminha to present to the 
British Government a number of bullocks now in the service 
of the army: and I recjuest you to liavc the goodness to 
inform the Portuguese Government that I am highly sen- 
sible of the desire of tlicir people to assist the British army ; 
but that I recommend that they should apply their voluntary 
donations to the service of their own country, or to relievo 
the sufferings of their countrymen in Estromadura. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ His Excellency * W K 

Charles Stmrt.' 
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To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

‘ SlR;, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 27tli June, 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 10th 
instant^ regarding certain green barley said to have been 
consumed near Elvas by the British troops. 

I am concerned to observe, in all the complaints of this 
description which I receive from the Portuguese Government, 
a want of accuracy of statement, which precludes the suc- 
cessful issue of any inquiry. In this case, the numbers of 
the regiments to which the persons belonged, who are said 
to have taken this corn, are not detailed ; and, , in point of 
fact, there were no British troops at Elvas on the 11th May, 
and could be none on the 18th May, two days after the 
battle of Albuera. 

^ This circumstance having occurred to me, I requested 
Senhor Sodre to call upon the complainant and mention it to 
him, and request him to let me know the numbers of the 
regiments to which the soldiers belonged who cut the barley ; 
and he then sent me the enclosed paper, stating that on the 
22d and 23d May the barley was cut. At that period I was 
at Elvas : but at all events I should think that the governor 
of the province of Alentejo might have contrived to protect 
the barley growing under the guns of the fort, without com- 
plaining on the subject to Government. 

" It is impossible for me to give any redress for an evil 
complained of in such loose terms, and in making which there 
appears so little adlierence to truth. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

His Excellency c Wellington. 

Charles Stuart." 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 27tli June, 1811. 

" I have so repeatedly received anonymous letters from the 
Patriarch and the Principal, that at last it is necessary to put 
an end to a practice which is carried on in the most barefaced 
manner. I now enclose one which I beg you will look at, 
merely that you may be able to recognize the writing again 
in case it should come in question,; and that you will then 
forward it, as directed, to the Patriarch. I have not read it. 
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^ I have received from Doni M. Forjaz the answer to 
my dispatch of last week, which contains a paragraph giving 
great credit to Senlior Cardozo, for throwing supplies into 
the place of Elvas. 

" I shall send you to-morrow the return up to yesterday of 
what had been thrown into Elvas, from which you will see 
with what degree of justice the merit of provisioning the 
place is attributed principally to Cardozo ; and tlicn you will 
not think me unreasonable in declaring that justice to the 
departments of the British army will prevent me in future 
from giving the assistance which they are capable of giving ; 
for you must observe that these efforts, which arc entirely 
gratuitous, and which are even denied by the Government, 
much less acknowledged and thanked, are not made without 
considerable inconvenience to the British army. 

^ I am sorry to be again obliged to remark upon Dom M. 
Forjaz’ want of justice, to say no more ; but these repeated 
instances of efforts to screen inefficient departments by 
misrepresentation do not add tp my good opinion of that 
Minister. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ‘ We LLl NG TON. 

Charles SiuarV 

To His Royal Highness the Commander in Chief*. 

‘ Sir, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 27th June, 1811, 

' I have had the honor of receiving your Royal Highness’ 
commands of the 30th May, and those of the 5th instant. 

^ I had already drafted the •2d batt. 48th regiment into the 
Ist battalion, and orders have been given to draft the 2d 
batt. 7th Fusiliers into the 1st battalion, and the 7th line 
battalion of the King’s German Legion into the other three 
line battalions of the Legion ; and the Officers and non-com- 
missioned officers of those battalipns which4iavc been drafted 
will be sent home immediately. The 2d batt. 88th regiment 
will likewise be drafted into the 1st battalion ; but, as both 
these battalions are at present almost in sight of the enemy, 
it will be necessary to delay the arrangement for a short 
time. 

* Hi? Royal Higliness tlve Duke o£ York had fceen reappoiutijd to tl^o 
maud o£ the aynpiy on the 25th May, 1811. 
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‘ I request to have your Royal Highness' commands 
whether I am to complete the 1st battalions of the 5tli foot, 
31st, 38th, 39th, and 42d, to the numbers stated in the 
memorandum enclosed in your Royal Highness’ letter of 
the 30th May, from the 2d battabons of those regiments 
respectively, before I shall send those 2d battalions to 
England; or whether I am to send those 2d battalions to 
England when the 1st battalions shall arrive in Portugal* 
whatever may be tlie actual strength of the 1st battalions. 

^ I likewise request to have your Royal Highness’ com- 
mands whether I am to send to England the 2d battalions 
of the 24th, 44th, 53d, 58th, 66th, and 83d, and the 85th 
regiments, when the 1st battalions of the 5th, 31st, 38th, 
49th, and 42d, shall arrive in Portugal. 

" It is impossible to have better soldiers than the real 
Hanoverians ; and it w'ould be very desirable that the 1st, 2d, 
and 5th line battalions of the Legion, should be reinforced by 
any men of that description who may be in the depots. 

^ In consequence of orders from the Secretary of State, of 
the , I have directed General Graham to join 

the army from Cadiz ; and to send to the army the detach- 
ment of the 3d batt. 95th regiment, and the squadron of 
the 2d hussars which are dismounted, which are at Cadiz. 
The horses expected from England will enable me to mount 
them. 

" I have not yet been able to ascertain the exact amount of 
the final loss of each of the regiments in the late actions, 
under the command of Sir William Beresford ; but 1 should 
hope that in a short time so many men will have recovered 
from their wounds, that it will not amount to more than half 
the number of killed, wounded, and missing, in the first 
return s. 

‘I hare the honor to be, &c. 

‘ His Royal Highness < Wellington. 

the Commander in Chiefs* 

To the Earl of Liverpooh Secretary of State* 

‘My Lord, * Quintade St. Joao, 27th June, ISll. 

‘ The enemy made a great reconnaissance with a very 
large body of cavalry, upon Elvas and Campo Mayor, on the 
23d. The cavalry of the army of the south went upon Elvas 
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from the neighborhood of Olivon9a, and to the woods be- 
tween that town and Badajoz ; and the cavalry of the army 
of Portugal upon Cam];>o Mayor, from the neighborhood of 
Badajoz. 

^ The former succeeded in cutting oft* a piquet of the — th 
light dragoons, who had been posted on the Caya, in front 
of Elvas, under tlie command of , It is under- 
stood that the cause of this n\isfortune was that 

mistook a regiment of the enemy’s hussars for a body of ours 
sent to his support. 

" The — -d hussars also, which were on the Guadiana, on 
the right of Elvas, suffered considerably in their retreat 
towards Elvas. 

‘ The enemy were kept in check in tlie neighborhood of 
Campo Mayor, by General do Grey’s brigade of British 
and General Madden’s Portuguese cavalry, and they retired 
without seeing the position of our troops. Sinc'c that day 
they have made no movement of importance. Their army 
is along the Guadiana, between Badajoz and Merida, and 
their principal occupation appears to bo to procure sub-sist- 
cncc. 

‘ They arc already beginning to experience in some de- 
gree the effects of drawing togetlu*r in Estremadura their 
whole force, (iencral Bonct has evacuated the Asturias. 
Eon Julian Sanchez lias possession of the open country in 
Old Castillo, and has recently intercepted a valuable convoy 
of money and provisions, on the road from Salamanca to 
Ciudad Kodrigo ; and I learn from Valladolid, that a very 
valuable convoy lias been intercepted by Mina, consisting of 
the King’s baggage and property, near Vitoria, the whole 
escort having been put to the sword, 

^ General Blake crossed the Guadiana, as had been ar- 
ranged, on the 2‘id instant, and I understand was at Castil- 
lejos on tlie 'idtli ; and 1 conclude that the enemy, finding 
that the allied army are in a situation in which the attack 
of them could not be made without difficulty, will detach 
towards that quarter. 

^ It is to he wished that the Spaniards would take more 
extensive advantage of the concentration of the enemy’s 
forces, and thus oblige them, by the loss of tlieir conrpys 
the danger of their small garrisons and civil departments, 
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and adliex’ents residing in the large towns, to keep their 
armies separate, and expose some to our attacks. 

^ The Commissary General has thrown a sufficient quan- 
tity of provisions into all the places on the frontier ; and 
measures are in progress to improve the defences of them all. 

' I have the honor to he, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool* ^ Wellington. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

^ My dear Lord, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 27th June, IS 11. 

" I enclose the weekly state to the 25th. The loss of the 
piquet of the — th dragoons, and that sustained by the 
piquet of the — d hussars, were disagreeable circumstances ; 
but they tend to show the difference between old and new 
troops. The old regiments of cavalry, throughout all their 
services, and all their losses put together, have not lost so 
many men as the — d hussars, and — ^th and — th dragoons, 
the former in a few days, and the latter in a few months. 
However, we must make the new as good as the old. Oar 
cavalry are just now in very good condition. 

' Believe me, &c. 

« The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ Wellington. 

To Captain General Don Joaquin Blake, 

Sir, * Quinta de St. Joao, 28tli June, 1811. 

^ When the accounts of the recent battle at TVlbuera ar- 
rived in England all ranks and descriptions of His Majesty’s 
subjects were eager to manifest their admiration of the con- 
duct of all the allied troops, and their sense of tlie benefits 
which had resulted to the common cause, from the cordial 
union of councils of the Generals in command of the anni('s 
of the different nations, and from the gallantry and disci- 
pline of the troops. 

" The Houses of Lords and Commons hare expressed 
these sentiments in resolutions which they have unanimously 
voted upon this occasion ; and they have Imposed upon me, 
as the Commander of His Majesty’s forces in this country, 
the pleasing task of communicating to the Generals coui- 
manding the forces of the several allied nations their una- 
nimous sense of the conduct of the armies under their com- 
mand respectively. 
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" I have therefore the honor of enclosing to your Excel- 
lency the unanimous resolutions of the Houses of Lords and 
Commons of Great Britain and Ireland of the 7th, expressing, 
their sense of the conduct of the Spanish army under the 
command of your Excellency, in the battle fought at Al- 
buera, on the 16th May, 1811; and I beg leave to congra- 
tulate your Excellency upon receiving this justly merited 
honor, which is the highest those illustrious assemblies have 
to bestow, and which must be esteemed and valued by every 
friend to the freedom and good order of society. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* Captain General ^ WELLINGTON. 

Don Joaquin Blake.^ 

To Major General the Hon, W, Btewarf, 

^ Quinta de St. Joao, 

^ My dear Generai., 29th June, 1811. 

" I have had a conversation with General C. Stewart I’C- 
specting your wish to quit the army for a short time, and 
conceived that he had communicated with you, which is the 
reason that you have not received an earlier answer to your 
letter. 

^ We experienced so much inconvenience last spring, from 
the absence of the General Officers from the army, that I 
have received orders, which leave very little discretion with 
me to give leave of absence on private concerns. Your case, 
however, appears to me to be of a diiSerent description ; for, 
at the same time that you have private affairs to settle, the 
state of your health renders your absence desirable ; and I 
think that at this period it will be more convenient that you 
should absent yourself than it would be at any other. 
Under these circumstances, I have no objection to 3 ^ 0111 * 
going ; but, as I think it not improbable that others will 
desire the same indulgence, who have neither the same 
claims nor the same reasons for going as you have, I wish 
you would send me a certificate, in the usual form, of the 
state of your health. 

' Believe me, &c. 

^ Major General ^ Wellington. 

the Hon, W, Stewart: 
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To His Serene Highness the Prince of Orange, 

^ SlRj ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 29tli June, 1811. 

" I have had the honor of receiving your Highness’ letter 
of the 27th instant^ and I assure you that I shall be happy 
to see your Highness with the army whenever it will be con- 
venient to you to join it. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

^ His Serene Highness ‘ WELLINGTON. 

the Prince of Orange^ 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

‘ Sir, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 29th June, 1811. 

‘ You must be the best judge of the expediency of apply- 
ing the money which will come into your hands, as the j)ro- 
ceeds of the flour imported from America, to the purposes 
of the Portuguese charity. 

" I expected that this money would come into the military 
chest, upon which the demands are very heavy, and which is 
at present but ill supplied. 

" However, as you have received directions from Govern- 
ment on this subject, you must be the best judge in what 
manner this money shall be disposed of. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* His Excellency ^ W ELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuartl 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart, 

< Sir, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 29tli June, 1811. 

" I enclose a letter and its enclosures which I have re- 
ceived from the Commissary General, on the subject of a 
complaint transmitted to me some time ago by you, received 
from the Portuguese Government, respecting the want of 
boats on the Mondego, 

" None of these complaints have ever come under my cog- 
nizance, in which the facts were not misrepresented or 
exaggerated, or in which some facts were not omitted, that 
were material to a just decision on the case. 

" There is no British Olficer who is not interested to give 
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every assistance in liis power to the officers of the Portu- 
guese Government, because he well knows that the defi- 
ciencies resulting from the want of means, or from neglects 
of the latter, are invariably supplied from the stores of the 
British army. 

" But I am sorry to observe that the officers of the Portu- 
guese Government, almost without exception, neglect their 
duty, in the performance of which there is neither intelli- 
gence nor activity; and the excuse of the interference of the 
British Commissaries is too readily admitted by the Portu- 
guese Government and their Ministers, who prefer anything, 
even the loss of the Kingdom of their sovereign, to the 
punishment of those who neglect their duty, although they 
receive their salaries. 

The enclosed letter from Mr. Drake is deserving of 
attention, as showing how business is carried on by the 
officers of the Junta dc Vivei-cs. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ H7s Excellency ' WkllinOTON. 

Charles Stuart.' 

To Lieut. Colonel Torrens^ Military Secretary to the Commander 

in Chief. 

^ My dear Torrens, ‘Quiuta do St. Joho, ‘ iOth June, IBU. 

" Tlie last post brought us accoxints of the Duke of York's 
appointment to bo Commander in Chief, at which I assure 
you I rejoice most sincerely. 

" The arrangement is not less a matter of justice to him 
than it is beneficial to the public interests ; ami it aj)pears 
to me to have been admirably timed, and that the motion of 
Lord Milton upon it is likely to be advantageous to the 
Duke’s character. I would not allow the mail to go with- 
out telling you how well satisfied 1 am with this arrange- 
ment ; and I beg you to take an o])])ortunity of conveying 
iny congratulations to His Koyal Highness. 

/ The dispatches will let you know how we are situated. 
We have now got upon us the whole disposable force in 
Spain; and, although we are not quite bo efiectivc as I could 
wish, I entertain no apprehensions for the result. 

" Blake’s operations in Andalusia, if he can do anything, 
will immediately relieve us from part of the weight bearing 
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■upon us ; and as soon as that is done^ I have some opera- 
tions in view to remove the war from this frontier. 

" Believe me^ &c. 

‘ Lieut. Colonel Torrens^ ^ ELLINGTON. 

To Vice Admiral the Hon. George Berkeley. 
f ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 30th June, 1811. 

" I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 28th 
June, with its enclosures. I am sorry to say that, under 
existing circumstances, no confidence can be placed in the 
parole of any French Officer. I know many who have been 
allowed to quit England, on their parole not to serve till 
exchanged, who are now serving in the armies in Spain, 
although no British Officer, or others, have been sent from 
France in exchange for them. 

' This practice will be continued till the allies determine 
to adopt a system of rigor and punishment towards the pri- 
soners in their power, in proportion to that followed by the 
enemy, and in reference to the conduct of the prisoners 
themselves. I have invariably experienced the greatest 
inconvenience from allowing any persons to return to the 
enemy’s army. 

" As nothing is believed in England that is written by 
persons in authority in this country, it is not believed that 
the Generals commanding the French armies have no com- 
munication with each other, and that they are entirely igno- 
rant of all that is passing around them, and that they have, 
in fact, no information, excepting what they derive from 
deserters from the foreign regiments in our service, of whom 
there are, I am sorry to say, too many, and from the pri- 
soners occasionally sent back to them, in exchange for some 
of our Officers or soldiers. 

" Adverting to the superiority of the enemy’s numbers 
over the allied British and Portuguese armies, and to the 
inefficiency of the Spanish troops, I attribute the success 
which we have had hitherto in a great degree to the want 
of information by the enemy’s General Officers. At this 
moment, though the whole army are within a few miles of 
them, they do not know where they are ; but, if disabled 
prisoners are to be sent to them, they will get all the infor- 
mation they require, if not directly from themselves, from 
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their friends of the French interest at Lisbon, from Portu- 
g'Liese or Eng’lisli ne\vs|)a])cr.s, &c. See. I am tliereforc of 
opinion that the disabled, as well as the other prisoners, 
ought to be sent to England, and thence to France, if the 
Government are desirous of getting rid of them. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral ‘ ^ E L L l N o TON . 

the Hon. G. Berkeley^ 

To the Ri}ihi Hon. the Lord Mayor of the City of London, 
e My Lord, ‘ Quinta do St. Juao, i^Oth Juiuj, I fill. 

" I have had tlic honor of receiving your Lordshii>'s letter 
of the 20th May, in which your Lordship has transmitted to 
me the resolutions of the Court of Common Council of the 
City of Loudon, of the Olh Aiay, expressing their api)roba- 
tion of the conduct of the army uudc‘r my command in the 
late operations in Portugal. 

' I have coimnunicatod the resolutions of the Common 
Council to the General and other Oflu’crs, the non-commis- 
sioned oflicers, and soldiers of the allied army. 

* I beg that the Court of Common C^ouncil will accept my 
thanks for the honor which they have conferred upon me 
and upon the army under my command ; and I trust tliat, 
by a continuance of our endeavors to scu’ve I Us Majesty, 
and to promote his interests in this country, we shall con- 
tinue to enjoy the good opinion of the city t)!' I>t)ndon. 

‘ I have the lionor to be, &c. 

‘ The Right Hon. ‘ Wia.niNGTON. 

the Lord Mayor of the City of London' 

To the Governor of Coimbra., and the Magistmte» of Arganil^ (ioeit^ 
Louzdo, Ponte da Murcella, and Foz ePArouce, 

‘ Gentlemen, ‘ Quinta do St. Joito, yoth June, isn. 

' I have sent Captain Macleod, of the Hoyal engineers, to 
look at the state of the bridges on the Alva and the (knra, 
and to put them in a slate of repair, if they should not 
already have been repaired. 1 desin^ tinit you will give him 
every assistance of workmen and materials wliich ho may 
require for the work upon which he has been ordered, and I 
hold you responsible to attend to his requisitions. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Govenwr of Coimbra, ‘ WklUINOTON. 
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To Lieut, General Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart, 

‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 1st July, 1811. 

^ My bear Cotton, Half past 9 p.m. 

" The priest of La Eoca is arrived ; but I do not recollect 
who it was that complained of him, or the nature of the 
complaint. I shall be very much obliged to you, if you will 
let me know what you recollect of this complaint. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut. General ‘ Wellington. 

Sir S. Cotton, Bart.' 

To the Right Hon. the Speaker of the House of Commons. 

' Sir, ^ Quinta de St. Joao, 1st July, 1811. 

^ In obedience to the orders of the House of Commons, I 
have communicated to Sir W^illiam Beresford, and to Cap- 
tain General Blake, the resolutions of the House of the 7th 
June, conveying their approbation of the conduct of the 
General and other Officers, non-commissioned officers, and 
soldiers of the allied armies, which fought the battle of 
Albuera on the 16th May. It has given me great satisfac- 
tion to have been made the channel of communicating to 
those Officers the high honors which the House have con- 
ferred upon them. I have the honor to enclose a letter from 
Sir William Beresford. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Right Hon, ‘ Wellington. 

the Speaker of the House of Commons: 

To General Leite, Governor of Elvas. 

Sir, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 2d July, 1811. 

^ The provisions at Ouguela being almost expended, I re- 
quest that you will send to that fort, to-morrow morning, 
provisions for ten days for 220 men; by provisions is to be 
understood bread, meat, and wine ; and you will be good 
enough to report when this order is executed. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

^ General Leite, < WT ellington 

Governor of Blvas: 
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To Major General Pcacoche* 

< Sir, ‘ Quinta do St. Joiio, SdJuly, 1811. 

" I enclose a letter from Major General Howard, enclosing 
one from Colonel Stewart, of the 50th regiment, regarding 
the equipments of a detachment of that rcgiinont recently 
arrived from England. I beg that you will make a requisi- 
tion upon Colonel Fisher for new arms and accoutrements 
for this detachment, if upon inspection those which tliey 
have in use should be deemed unserviceable. 

" I have the honor to be, 

^ Major General Peacocke: " W ELLINGTON. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

' My dear Lord, ‘ Quinta do St. Joao, 2(1 July, isn. 

^ Upon considering of the best mode to coininunicate to 
General Blake the resolutions of the Houses of Lords and 
Commons regarding the Spanish army, I have thought it 
best to communicate them in a letter fi'om myself, as being 
the mode most likely to be agreeable to him, 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* The Earl of Liverpool' * WELLINGTON. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State, 

* My dear Lord, " Quinta do St. Jooo, 2d J uly, 1811. 

' I have received your Lordship’s letter of the IJHh of 
June. I have already informed you that I had had some 
conversation with General Abadia when he was on his jour- 
ney to Galicia. That which I recommended to him was, if 
possible, to retake Astorga, and, if he could not do that, to 
endeavor to extend himself in the Asturias and I..a Montafia; 
but not to venture into the jilains of I..con and Costille till 
he should have formed Ills army, and, particularly, should 
have got a body of cavalry. 

‘ I believe that the French have evacuated Astorga, as 
well as the Asturias ; so that the first measurcB I recom- 
mended to his attention are already accomplished ; and ho 
may now direct his attention to something further, as soon 
as he shall have an army. Indeed, he might now work on in 
La Montana, towards Biscay. 

VOL. via. 


F 
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I have also requested General Abadia to endeavor to 
obtain possession of Santona, in concert with the Officer 
commanding His Majesty’s ships at Coruna, and with Gene- 
ral Mendizabab who has been sent by the Spanish Regency 
to command in Biscay. 

When General Walker quitted Coruna he left there Mr. 

, a Commissary, who has continued the correspondence 

with me ; but as I consider that a most important point, and 
that the supplies of arms, ammunition, &c. to the guerrillas 
may be best distributed from that quarter, I conceive that it 
might be convenient to Government, as well as to me, that 

a person of more respectable station in life than Mr. ^ 

should be appointed to reside there. I have no Officers to 
spare for this service; and I shall be obliged to your Lord- 
ship . if you will send the gentleman you mention ; and I 
shall be happy to see him here, or I will send him instruc- 
tions to Coruna, if your Lordship should think it better that 
he should go there at once. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* The Earl of Liverpool: ^ W ELLINGTON. 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

^ My dear Sir, * Quinta de St. Joao, 3d July, 1811. 

^ I have received your letter of the 30th. 

^ I have ho doubt but that the letter which I sent to you 
was written by the Patriarch ; but, as you entertain a doubt 
upon the subject, I am much obliged to you for stopping it. 

^ To send an anonymous letter to anybody is to accuse 
him of writing it, the meanest action certainly of which any 
man can be guilty. It is not very proper, perhaps, to accuse 
a man in the Patriarch’s situation of being guilty of such an 
action ; but he positively ought not to be accused of it if 
there is any, the slightest, doubt of his guilt. I therefore 
acquiesce entirely in your retaining the letter. 

' In the account which the Commissary General has made 
out of supplies to the Portuguese Government he has 
charged for the articles delivered in kind, at the rate which 
they cost. 

" I have given directions that the paper issued to the Por- 
tuguese Government shall be taken credit for at the price of 
the day. For instance, when 100,000^. in paper was given 
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to them, the rate of discount being 18 per cent., the charge 
against them was to be only 82,000Z. 

" If they do not tahe care to manage the markets they 
may lose even by this arrangement ; but tliat I cannot help. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Eis Excellency ‘ W ELL JNGTON. 

Charles Stuart,^ 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 3d July, 1811. 

" I enclose Dom Miguel Forjaz’ commissariat regula- 
tions, with some remarks upon them. If I had leisure to go 
minutely through the whole, probably I might out of them 
be able to form something ; but 1 have written in the margin 
the general principles on which the establishment ought to 
be formed, and that of all the regulations for its guidance, 
which will probably answer better than to enter into the 
particulars of the regulations, and^ at all events, saves me 
some time. 

Believe me, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ^ WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuartl 


Observations by Lieut. General Viscount Wellington ^ K.B.^ upon the 
Plan proposed for the Portuguese Cojnrnissariat'^. 

* Quinta do St. Joao, 3d July, 1811. 

Page 1. 

" The commissariat should be composed of a Commissary 
General, deputies, assistants, clerks, conductors, sub-con- 
ductors, treasurer, and accountants. 

These denominations of Officers would comprise all the 
functions required from the other Officers specified in the 
text.’ 

Page 2. 

" The Commissary General, and all the Officers of the 
commissariat, should be appointed by a Minister of State, 
or by the Commander in Chief. 

♦ This is a translation from the Portuguese, wldch was seat to Dom Miguel 
Eorjaz. The original draft U missing from the papers of the Didte of W rtiington. 

F 2 
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" Whoever shall make the appointment should be answer- 
able for the selection of competent persons. 

^ The inferior clerks might be appointed by the individual 
under whose authority it is intended they should be em- 
ployed. 

^ The conductors should be appointed by the Commissary 
General. But whoever may make the appointment should 
be answerable for the competency of the person to fulfil the 
duties of his appointment. 

^ The continuance of the Officers in their several places 
should be during pleasure. 

" The establishment must be a military one ; the persons 
of whom it is composed should be liable to trial by military 
law: but the tenure or title by which they hold their em- 
ployments should entirely depend on the will of the Govern- 
ment and so should their promotion.’ 

Page 4. 

^ It is the duty of the Commissary General, and of the 
persons under his authority, to collect, to preserve in good 
condition, and to issue, provisions and forage to the troops, 
and to the horses and mules belonging to them. It is their 
duty also to provide the means of transporting tlic several 
articles from one place to another, and to furnish all other 
means of transport which the army may require.’ 

Page 5. 

^ The Commissary General should, between the 24th and 
the 30th of each month, render to the Secretary of State, and 
to the Commander in Chief, a return of all such provisions 
as are in being in the different depots of the Kingdom and 
belonging to the army ; stating what portions he has fur- 
nished in the preceding month, and giving in an estimate of 
the quantities which he thinks may be required of lum in the 
following month, pointing out from whence they should be 
drawn, and whither they should be transported; ami, besides 
this, he should give in a calculation of the expense likely to 
be incurred in each of the following articles, viz — 

^ Provisions and forage for the troops and their beasts ; 
means of transport also, stating the purposes for which they 
will be required; and the salaries of the persons employed 
in the commissariat. 
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^ These arrangements having been completed, and the 
funds necessary to meet the expenses of his department 
having been placed at the disposal of the Commissary Ge- 
neral, it will then become necessary to consider in what way 
he shall make his purchases. These should always be made 
at the cheapest rate, and should be accompanied with cer- 
tificates of the price of them. After this, the object will be 
to ascertain the best way of keeping in good order the several 
articles, of making his issues to the troops, and of giving an 
account of the issues which he shall have already made. 

^ All these are matters of detailed regulation which cannot 
fail to exist already in the department of the commissariat ; 
and nothing more will be necessary but to compel obedience 
to the regulations, whatever the nature of them may be, and 
to ensure the punishment of disobedience. 

^ The estimate by the Commissary General should com- 
prise the value of the provisions, which are to be bought by 
his deputies attached to the different divisions of the army 
or stationed in forts. These deputies must render account, 
in the manner prescribed, and within the time limited, of 
the money which they have expended ; but the Commissary 
General and all his subordinate OfBcers must be apprised 
that they will have to answer for the omissions of their 
inferiors if they do not give them up to punishment.’ 


17 . 

^ Deputy Commissaries must be under the immediate 
authority of the Commissary General, and must be stationed 
in those places, and attached to those divisions of the army, 
which he may be pleased to fix upon. All must be under 
the direction of a deputy appointed by the Commissary 
General, and charged with the duty of issuing the necessary 
orders. 

^ They must fulfil that portion of the obligations generally 
incumbent upon the Commissary General which he shall 
allot to them ; whether it be in making purchases, or looking 
to the preservation of the articles already purchased, or 
watching over the transport of the same, the issuing them 
to the inferipr Commissaries for the supply of the trob^, 
and directing the fulfilment of the general engagemenis' of 
the commissariat, and of the Commissaries ^ttaclied to khy 
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particular division, or stationed in any fort or district, 
pursuant to the orders which they shall receive from the 
Commissary General, and to the general regulations of the 
service. 

^ Every Deputy Commissary, through whose hands either 
money or any articles may pass, must be answerable for such 
money or for such articles, until he shall have been ex- 
onerated either by a receipt or some other official document 
which may be required. 

" Whenever the articles which shall have been entrusted 
to any Deputy Commissary General may be considered of a 
quality unfit for the service, this circumstance must be made 
known to the Commissary Genei'al; but the said articles 
must not be destroyed until they shall have been first 
examined by a board of Officers, whose decision must be 
confirmed by the Commander in Chief. 

^ The Commander in Chief will then direct that the said 
articles be destroyed in the presence of the board of Officers 
who had examined them ; and nothing short of this order 
from the Commander in Chief should exonerate the Deputy 
or other Commissary.’ 

Page 25 . 

^ I do not see that any advantage will result from making 
regulations for the clerks of this department. 

' The Commissary General will employ, whenever he may 
think fit, a Deputy Commissary in each province, and will 
instruct him as to the nature of the services which will be 
required of him. 

"The Commissary General should, ncvortlielcss, place 
himself in communication with the magistrates in all great 
cities of the provinces, and by their aid should provide the 
means of supplying the small detachments of the army 
which move from one place to another along the high roads, 
according to routes which the Quarter Master General ffives 
them.’ 

Page 26 , 

‘ In those provinces in which com or any other species of 
grain may exist, it is clear that the Commissary General 
must employ some of the deputies to collect this grain ; and 
he must render an account thereof, in his return, of the state 
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of the depots, every month, to the Secretary of State and 
the Commander in Chief.’ 

Page 49 . 

^ The duties of the Deputy or Assistant Commissaries 
attached to divisions consist especially in receiving or col- 
lecting provisions and forage for the use of those divisions ; 
in talcing care to preserve those articles in good condition ; 
in effecting the transport of them from one place to 
another; in issuing them to the troops upon receiving 
proper documents and receipts; and in rendering an 
account, as well of the money expended as of the depdts 
of provisions. 

' All these duties necessarily require regulations in detail 
from the Commissary General; and the Commissaries at- 
tached to divisions or brigades must answer for the fulfil- 
ment of them.’ 

Page 59 . 

The duty of directing the transports from one place to 
another, and watching over the transit of the several articles 
from one Commissary to another, might be fulfilled through 
the medium of one or more deputies or assistants under the 
directions of the Commissary General, and in conformity 
with certain rules and orders, general and particular, esta- 
blished for their government.’ 

Page 69 . 

" There ought to be a treasurer of the commissariat ; but, 
as a general rule, no money ought to stop in the hands of 
the Commissary General. He ought to have a credit opened 
with the military chest in the beginning of each month, to 
meet that portion of the amount of his estimate which shall 
have been granted to him by the Secretary of State and by 
the Commander in Chief ; and he ought to draw bills upon 
the military chest from time to time for the amount of his 
payments, never exceeding in any one month tlio sum total 
of his absolute necessities, and stating on each bill what 
head of those services which are specified in his estimate is 
to be liquidated by the said bill. 

' In the same manner the treasurer should keep an ac* 
count of the payments made by the Commissary General 
conformably with those pleads, setting apart what the iesti- 
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mate of each month consists of; and every Commissary who 
lays out money should render an account after the same 
form to the treasurer of the commissariat/ 

Page 124, 

^ I do not possess sufficient knowledge of the Portuguese 
language, nor have I time, to examine the detail of theso 
regulations, the whole of which may probably be very expe- 
dient. 

^ Nevertheless, the duty of the Commissary General is set 
forth, generally, in the observations which I have made. 
This duty both he and his deputies and assistants should 
fulfil, pursuant to certain convenient regulations. 

" In collecting provisions, care should always be taken to 
select them of the best quality, and at the cheapest rate ; 
and the object of all and every regulation should be to make 
this certain, as well as to show the sum of money which 
shall have been expended. 

^ In receiving the provisions, the object of every regula- 
tion should be to obtain the certainty, by means of receipts 
or some other form, that the provisions have really been 
received by each of the persons through whose hands they 
shall have been reported to have passed. 

" In keeping the provisions in good condition, whether 
it be upon the march or in the depot, the object of every 
regulation should be to attach responsibility to the person 
charged with the care of them, in order to avoid waste or 
loss through negligence. 

"In making issues of the provisions, the object of regula- 
tions should be to exonerate the persons who shall have 
made a just and true delivery of them, and to attach respon- 
sihility to the person who shall have received them ; further, 
to ascertain the accuracy of his receipts, and to make him 
answerable as well for the quantity as the quality thereof. 

" In making a detailed issue of provisions, the object of 
regulations should be to ensure that every individual shall 
receive what belongs to him, and nothing more; and that 
the proper requisitions and receipts shall he passed by those 
who shall receive, and by the Commissary who shall make 
the issue. 

^ In procuring transports, the object of regulations should 
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be to secure that the person who makes requisition for them 
shall apply to the proper magistrate; and shall not apply 
for more than is absolutely necessary. 

" In paying for transports, the object of regulations should 
be to make it certain that the owner of the transports shall 
receive tlie money which is due to him, and which is paid 
and carried to the account of the public. 

" The duties of magistrates form another subject, and are 
entirely distinct from the duties of the Commissary General. 

^ Wellington.’ 


To His Excellency Charles Stuart, 

‘Sir, ‘ Quinta' de St. Joao, 4th July, 1811. 

^ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 2d 
instant. 

" I am convinced of the expediency of adopting some mea- 
sures to stimulate and support the efforts of the inhabitants 
of Portuguese Estreinadura to restore the agriculture of their 
province ; but the circumstances which I am about to state 
will show you that it is of paramount importance not to de- 
liver any money from the military chest to be employed in 
that manner. 

^ The pay of the British troops is now nearly two months 
in arrears, instead of being paid one month in advance, 
according to His Majesty’s regulations. 

^The muleteers, upon whose services the army depend 
almost as much as upon those of the soldiers, are six months 
in arrears. 

‘ There are bills to a large amount, drawn by the Com- 
missaries in the country on the Commissary at Lisbon, still 
remaining unpaid, by which delay the credit of the British 
army and Government must be impaired; and you are 
aware of the pressing demands of the Portuguese Govern- 
ment for specie. 

^ There is but little money in hand to be applied to those 
several services. There is no prospect that any will be sen^; 
from England; and the supplies derived from the ne go tiai^n 
tion of bills upon the Treasury at Cadiz and Lisbon 
been gradually decreasing. > . rrf jr] 
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^ Under these circumstances, it is my duty to object to the 
application of any sum of money which can be brought into 
the military chest to any purpose excepting to defray our 
expenses, which would otherwise fall upon the chest. 

' Admitting, as I do, the expediency of adopting measures 
to revive the agriculture of Estremadura, I have reason to be- 
lieve that matters are not in so bad a state in that province, 
generally, as they are represented to be in the papers which 
you enclose in your letter of the 2d; and I cannot admit 
that, if they were, it would be expedient to encourage an 
expectation that they would be restored, or wise to endeavor 
to restore them at once to the situation in which they were 
previous to the recent invasion. 

" Time must elapse before the agricultural classes will have 
in their possession the carriages and other means by which 
they could render their laboring cattle useful to them, if the 
cattle could be restored to them ; and time also must elapse 
before the land will produce sufficient food to support all the 
laboring cattle which they could use. 

' It would be prudent, therefore, not to distribute in those 
districts at once too large a proportion of laboring cattle, if 
the distribution is to be made by degrees ; and in tine pro- 
gress of time I see no reason why we should not look to a 
supply from Ireland and other countries from whence they 
might be brought, in which the purchase of them would not 
be a burthen upon the military chest of this army. 

^ I do not foresee any inconvenience from your counter- 
manding the execution of that part of the commission for the 
purchase of flour in America which may remain unexecuted 
when your order shall reach America. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

^ His Excellency ^ Wbllington. • 

Charles Stuart.' 

To the Rev. J, Gwent Champlain General. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 4th July, 18 J 1, 

‘ I enclose letters -which Mr. Briscall has put into my 
hands from Mr. Downes and Mr. Hill, two of the Chaplains 
attached to this array. I have accepted Mr. Downes’ resig- 
nation, and have given leave to Mr. Hill to go to England : 
the latter gentleman never quitted Lisbon. 
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^ I have already, upon a former occasion, made General 
Calvert acquainted with my opinion respecting the establish- 
ment on which the army Chaplains arc placed, in a letter 
which I believe you saw; and I now assure you, that the 
opinions which that letter contains have been confirmed by 
the experience which I have since had. The remuneration 
in the shape of half pay is not sufficient to induce respect- 
able persons in a good state of health, wlio liave any other 
prospect in the profession, to accept the situation of Chap- 
lains to the army; and adverting to the general expense of 
the establishment, compared with that of the old regimental* 
establishment, of which, after many years, it is intended to be 
an efficient substitute, I cannot see why the remuneration, 
particularly in the shape of half pay, should not be made 
more liberal. My decided opinion is, that until that is done 
the Government will not insure a religious establishment for 
the army on foreign service ; and it is obvious that all that 
could be done in that way would not amount to one third 
part of the expense of the old regimental establishment. 

' Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Rev. J. Owen, * Wblungton. 

Chaplain General' 

To Aubrey de Vere Hunt, Esq., High Sheriff qf the County qf 
Limeiick. 

< Sir, * Quinta de St. JoSo, 4th July, 1811. 

' I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 17th 
May, in which you have enclosed the unanimous resolutions 
of a meeting of the county of Limerick, assembled under 
your auspices on the 16th May. I am much flattered by the 
notice which the county of Limerick have been pleased to 
take of my endeavors to serve His Majesty, and by the 
approbation which they have expressed of the conduct of the 
Officers and troops which have been placed under my com- 
mand; and I hope, by the support and assistance of the 
General and other Officers, and the discipline of the troops, 
to continue to enjoy the valuable approbation of the gentle- 
men of the county of Limerick. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

^Aubrey de Vere Hunt, Esq.' ' 
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To His Royal Highness the Duke of Kent. 

^ Sir, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 4tli July, 1811. 

^ I have had the honor of receiving your Eoyal Highness’ 
letter of the 9th June; and, in obedience to your B-oyal High- 
ness’ commands, I have placed Lieut. St. Martin, of your 
Royal Highness’ regiment, at the disposal of Marshal Sir 
William Bcresford, to be appointed a Captain of the Portu- 
guese service. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ His Royal Highness ‘ Wellington. 

the Duke of Kent* 

To Vice Admiral the' Hon. George Berkeley. 

^ Sir, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 4th July, 1811. 

^ 1 have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 30th 
June ; and I have desired the Commissary General to give 
directions that the stores may be placed in the store houses 
in such manner that the houses may be made to contain the 
largest quantity they are capable of containing. 

^ The large quantities of provisions now at Lisbon are to 
be attributed to the removal of the magazines from the 
Douro and the Mondego to the Tagus, in consequence of 
the change of the seat of operations of the army. These 
magazines had, immediately previous to their removal, been 
very much increased by the arrival at Oporto and Figueira 
of several ships from England laden with provisions, which 
had been sent to those places by order from the Secretary 
of State. The quantity of provisions now at Lisbon has 
also been increased very much lately by the arrival of flour 
purchased in America for the Portuguese Government, and 
of provisions from England likewise for the Portuguese 
Government, to be delivered as subsidy in lieu of money 
payments, which provisions they have not yet taken from 
His Majesty’s Minister. 

^ These circumstances have occasioned the inconvenience 
of which you complain, which, however, I hope will be only 
temporary, as I have requested that no more provisions may 
at present, be sent from England, and the consumption of 
the army occasions a constant draw upon the magazines. I 
am apprehensive that it would not be possible to store our 
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magazmcs of provisions along the Tagus, without incurring 
a very large and useless expense, and putting ourselves 
eventually to great inconvenience. 

' I have the honor to ho, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral * WKLiaN(;lON. 

the Hon. Q. Berkeley^ 

To the Earl of Livo'fooh Becretary of Stale, 
t ]\^Y Lord, ‘ Quinta do St Joiio, 4th July, 181 h 

^ Since I wrote on the 27th of June the enemy have with- 
drawn the great force which they had in the neighborhood 
of Badajoz. 

^ Lieut. General Sir Stapleton Cotton rcconnaitrcd with a 
part of the cavalry along the Gevora and the Guadiana, as 
far as Montijo, on the 2d instant, and found no troops ex- 
cepting a small body of infantry and cavalry at Montijo, 
and, near Badajoz, the cavalry belonging to the garrison. 

' By all accounts, the army of Portugal are on the right of 
the Guadiana, between Montanclies and Moriilu, keeping a 
small part at Montijo ; and the army of the south on the 
left of that river, extending their left towards Zafra. It is 
reported that one division of infantry has been detached 
from the latter towards Seville. 

" The enemy have withdrawn fi'om Badajoz their train of 
artillery with which the place was taken, and liave sent it to 
the southward. 

^ A part of General Bond's troops, whose evacuation of 
the Asturias has been confirmed, have gone to Iauju : and I 
have a report from General Silveira of the 25th June, stat- 
ing that the enemy had, on the 19th, evacuated Astorga. 

' By accounts from Valladolid, it appears that Marshal 
Bcssiercs had quitted that place on the T2th with all the 
troops he could collect, and went to Uio Seco, from whence 
he moved on the 15th towards Henaveate. A party of 
guerrillas were consequently in sight of Valladolid on the 
15th; and it is reported tliat they attacked that place on 
the ICth. This description of force appears to be inereaS’^ 
ing in numbers, activity, and boldness, in all the northom 
parts of Spain. 

" I have no authentic accounts of General Blake's move- 
ments since the 27th June, on which day his head QWters 
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were at Alosno, in the Condado de Niebla, and his advanced 
guard, under General Ballesteros, at El Cerro. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool ^ WELLINGTON. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 
f My Lord, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 4th July, 1811. 

" I have the honor to transmit a duplicate of a memoran- 
dum of field equipment required for the use of this army, the 
original of which I forwarded to your Lordship on the 1 st 
of April last ; and I shall be much obliged to you if you will 
direct that these things may be sent to Portugal without 
loss of time. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of LiverpooV ‘ WELLINGTON. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

^ My Lord, ' Quinta de St. J oao, 4th J uly, 1811. 

" I send to England by Mr. Sydenham, who leaves this 
to-morrow, the eagle of the 39th regiment, which was thrown 
into the river Ceira, near Foz d’Arouce, on the night of the 
15th March last, when the 6th corps of the army of Portu- 
gal, which formed the rear guard of the army posted on the 
other side of the river, were driven across that liver by the 
3d and Light divisions of the British army, under the com- 
mand of Major General Picton and Major General Sir Wil- 
liam Erskine. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: " WELLINGTON* 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

" My dear Lord, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 4th July, 1811. 

" In addition to the intelligence contained in my dispatch, 
I have reports from Badajoz and from Marmont’s head 
quarters at Merida, stating that the Spaniards had entered 
Seville on the 28th. If this should be true, and Blake has, 
as I advised him, destroyed everything there, it will make a 
most important alteration in the state of affairs. 

, ‘ First, it will show that the Spaniards can do something, 
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and we may venture to depend a little upon operations 
combined with them. 

" Secondly, it will lead to raising the siege of Cadiz 
more effectually than any other operation that could be un- 
dertaken. 

" The operations of that siege depend entirely upon the 
supplies received from the foundry and arsenal at Seville, 
which the Spaniards contrived to abandon in a complete 
state of equipment ; and, if the stores at Seville should be 
lost, the siege may as well, and will, be given up, as it is 
hopeless to endeavor to collect again what would be neces- 
sary to carry it on. 

‘ If, however, the siege of Cadiz should be given up, we in 
this country shall have upon us, in addition to what we have 
already, the small portions of the army still remaining in 
Andalusia; and I doubt whether the assistance whicli we 
might expect to receive from the Spaniards, in consequence 
of their being relieved from that weight, will compensate for 
the additional pressure upon us. 

' The great army in our front must, and will probably 
soon, separate, having effected nothing excepting the relief 
of Badajoz; for which object they have weakened them- 
selves every where; have lost Astorga and the Asturias; 
and the greater number of them would have been destroyed, 
if all the Spaniards were like the lower orders. However, 
we must have patience, and we may yet bo able to root them 
out of this country. 

^ I enclose you some copies of Joseph’s interesting letter, 
certified by Bardaxi. 

^ Believe me, &c, 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: * WELLINGTON, 


To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 

^ My dear Beresford, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 6th July, 18U. 

" I have just received your letter of the 5th. 

^ The enemy appear to have drawn off entirely from tfiis 
neighborhood ; and the right of the army of Portugal is ^ 
Montanches, the left and head quarters at Merida, the right 
of the army of the south at Lobon, and the left at I 

believe they have sent one division into Apdaiusla. , 
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^ Blalce crossed the Guadiana on the 22d or 23d. He 
failed in an attack upon Niebla, where the French had only 
300 men^ on the 30th at night ; and he is, I believe, going 
to embark at Huelva. 

^ I keep our troops still in their camps, meaning, if Soult 
leaves Marmont alone, to endeavor to give Marmont a blow. 
However I doubt that Soult will leave that in my power. 

^ The French have taken a great deal of cannon out of 
Badajoz. They have blown up Olivencja. 

I have sent to Hamilton about Mr. Charles Monk. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

^Marshal ^WELLINGTON. 

Sir W, C, Beresford, K.B: 

To Vice Admiral the Hon. George Berkeley. 

' My dear Sir, ‘ Quinta de St. Joab, 5tli July, 1811. 

^ I have spoken to Mr. Kennedy respecting the store 
houses. The house you mention would not answer for us, 
as the communication with it by land is very awkward and 
inconvenient. I hope, however, that, by the improvements in 
the mode of stowing the store houses, we shall have no want 
of store room at Lisbon and the neighborhood. 

^ I hope that we shall have a sufficiency of bridge at Villa 
Velha. I do not understand what the Portuguese Govern- 
ment want with pontoon boats. Wc shall have plenty of 
pontoons for as many bridges as wc can require anywhere ; 
but, as we have already so much bridge there, I do not 
propose to remove there any of our pontoons ; indeed tlic 
Tagus will be very soon fordable almost everywhere. 

‘ I congratulate you upon your son’s promotion. 

" I have not yet heard of March this morning, but will add 
a line if I should receive any intelligence of him before the 
post shall go out. 

* I have omitted to tell you that I liave written to my 
brother regarding the money, and have requested that it 
may be sent only in the ships which you send for it pc- 
riodically. 

' Believe me, &c. 

* Vice Admiral ^ WELLINGTON. 

the Hon, G, Berkeley' 
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To General Diimoitriez. 

Quinta do St. Joiio, 

^ MoNSIKUR LK Gf:>iKRAL, 5 Juilkit, 1811. 

/ J’ai eu rhoniicur de rccevoiv votre lettre du G Jain ; ct 
jc suis bien aise d’ avoir 'Tavanitage de votre opinion sur Ics 
afFaires de cc pays-ci. 

Ml y a presque trois ans h present qne je conduis Ics 
operations dc la guerre la plus extraordinaire qu’il y cut 
jamais. Quoique les allies soient cliez eux, ct quo tout Ic 
monde (en Portugal sans exception quclconque, ct presque 
sans exception on Espagne) soit cnncini dcs Franc^ais, les 
allies ont rarement eu plus que la moitie de la force de 
I'cnnemi., et jamais, meme a present, plus que les deux tiers. 
A ce desavantage il faut ajoutcr que nous sommes allies ; 
quo nous n'avons pas de fdte; (pi'il n’y a ni gdneraux, ni 
Ollicicrs d’etat- major, ni troupes disciplinecs, ct point de 
cavaleric parmi les lispagnols : que cos deux Gouverncinens 
ont commence la guerre sans magasins ou ressourcc militaire 
d’aucunc especc, ct sans argent ou ressourcc dc finance ; ct 
que ceux qui ont ete a la t6tc dcs affaires sent dcs individus 
aussi faibles quo les rcssourccs ix leur disposition sont 
pauvres ; ct vous scroz etonnd que nous puissions du tout 
continuer la lutte intimc avee csp6i*ance dc sucefes definitif. 

' Je crois quo ni Buonaparte ni le monde n*ont compt6 
sur les diflicultes a subjugucr la Pcninsule, etant oppost^ par 
une bonne armee cn Portugal. 11 a fait des efforts 
tesques, dignes dc sa reSputation, ct dcs forces dont il a la 
disposition ; mais il n’en a pas fait asscz encore; ct je crois 
que Tancien dictum de Henri Quatre, quo quand on fait la 
guerre cn Espagne avee peu dc monde on cst battu, et avee 
bcaucoup de monde, on meurt dc faim,” sc trouvera vcrifie 
dc nos join's; ct que Buonaparte nc j)OinTa jamais nourrir, 
memo dc la maniere Franqaisc inodcrne. unc armec assez 
grand pour faire conqu^tc dcs royaumes de la Pcninsule. si 
les allies ont sculement unc armec assez forte pour arrater 
ses progres. 

^ Pour cc qui cst d'aujourdhui, Ics Fraufjais ont reuni en 
Estremadoure toutes les forces qu’ils avaient cn Andalousie, 
ct dans La Vicille ct La Nouvcllc Castillo, pour m’obliger i 
lever le siege dc Badajoz; a quoi ils ont n<^ccssairetnent 
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r^ussi* J^ai rassemble mou itionde a deux lieues de-la dans 
une assez bonne position pres de Campo Mayor; et ils 
n’ont pas voulu me toucher : et j’ai pri^ le General Blake 
avec les Espagnols, 10,000 a 12,000, de repasser laGuadiana 
a Mertola et de se porter sur Seville, ou sent 1 arsenal, la 
fonderie, les magasins, et tout ce qui leur est necessaire 
pour le si^ge de Cadiz, qu’apres ce coup ils auraient ete 
obliges delever. II passa la Guadiana le 22 Juin, le jour 
meme que Soult et Marmont m’ont r^connu a Campo Mayor. 
Mais il n’a rien fait jusqu au 30 au soir, quand il a essaye 
de s’emparer de Niebla, qui n’est rien comme place forte, et 
oil il n'y avait que 300 hommes de garnison ; mais le coup a 
Tnanqu6. En intoe temps les Fran^ais se sont retires d’ici. 
Ils ont envoys une division d’infanterie et quelque cavalerie 
en Andalousie ; et je crois que Blake va s’embarquer pour 
retourner a Cadiz. 

' On croirait que quand toute la force disponible do 
Tennemi est rassembl^e en Estremadoure, on couperait la 
gorge aux Fran^ais ^parpilles dans les autres parties de 
I’Espagne ; et que tout le monde etant ennemi des Frangais 
(comme je le crois vi'aiment), il y aurait insurrection generale. 
Pas du tout ! voila T extraordinaire de cette guerre 1 Voici 
la troisieme fois, en moins de deux ans, que toute la force 
disponible Fran 9 aise s’est reunie sui moi ; mais personne n’y 
gagne excepte les guerrillas, qui pour un moment prennent 
possession du pays ouvert de la Castille ; les administrateurs 
Franqais tenant toujours les grandes villes. Cette fois-ci 
cependant ils ont ete obliges d’abandonner quelques points 
importans, comme les Asturies et Astorga ; et les guerrillas, 
ayaiit plus de force et d’experience, leur ont port^s quelques 
coups qui doivent leur faire du mal. 

‘ Par ce petit expose des faits vous verrez qiiel est Tespece 
de guerre que nous faisons. Il faut de le patience, de la 
grande patience, pour la faire ; mais j’attends tout du temps, 
qui donnera I’exp^rience, des generaux, et des armees, a 
mes amis les Espagnols; et ce n’est pas possible que 
I’Europe puisse se soumettre bien plus long-temps a la 
tyrannie degoutante dont elle est opprimee. 

^ A moins que Soult et Marmont ne se separent de mani^re 
que je puisse porter un coup a I’un ou a I’autre, je ne crois 
pas qu’il y a a esperer que les Franqais se porteront sur 
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TEbrc ; et si Blake s’embarque, il n y a pas dc raison pour 
qu’ils se separent, a moins que cc ne soil; qne Soiilt vent 
taclier de s’emparer dc Cartagena, a (pioi il vise, ou veut 
pousser vigoureusement lo siege de Cadiz. 

^ Je suis bien aisc d’avoir pu faire ce qui vous etait 

agreable sur le sujet du Comte de ; (jue j’ui mis au 

service Portugais, conservant toujours sa commission An- 
glaise. 

" J’ai riionneur d’etre, &c. 

‘ Le General Dumouriez.^ ‘ Wl'iLLlNOTON. 

To the Right Hon. Henry Wellesley. 

‘ My dear Henry, * Quinta do St. Joao, 5th July, 18 U. 

" I received last night your letter of the 2()th June, and I 
now enclose my last dispatclies to the Secretary of State. 

" Castauos, in one of his letters to the Spanish (Government, 
says that the armies of the enemy have S(q)arated, and so 1 
believed on the 2d. But 1 have since learned to a certainty 
that they arc still united, l)ut, being at a greater distance 
from us, they are more extended than they were. 

' We had a report that Ballesteros had entered Seville on 
the 28th ; but wo hear this morning that there is a courier 
from Blake of the 2d, who does not mention the circumstance. 

" Colonel Austin had all the means prepared for General 
Blake to cross the Guadiana, and Ihs infantry crossed on 
tlie 2od, and liis cavalry on the 24th, at Mcrtola. Austin 
tells mo that he believes the ships sent to the mouth of the 
Guadiana arc to carry Blake off. which 1 think not unlikely. 

‘ I do not think the French have yet sent more than one 
division back into Andalusia, and not much cavalry. 

" Now that Laval is returning I hope that the corres 
spondent will give better intelligence. The disposition of 
the Spaniards to exaggerate their little succchscs, and to 
diminish those of the enemy, and ilu^ reports of tlieir 
numbers, is evident in the last papers which you have sent 
me. Soult’s advanced guard ‘‘destroyed near Lob Santos,” 
was a little aifair between thirty of our hussars and seventy 
French dragoons, in which the former had the advantage 
and took some prisoners ! 

‘ I do not think that the British (government have i^t to 
work in the business of the mediation in the manner in 

o2 
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wlxicli they ought, in order to hring it to a successful termi- 
nation ; and it appears to me that it will never answer any 
purpose. 

Ever yours most affectionately, 

‘ The Bight Hon. H. Wellesley. " Wkllikcton. 

^P. S. Will you mention to General Graham, or, if he 
should be gone, to General Disney, that I have rc{|uestod 
Admiral Bcrlccley to send vessels to Cadiz for the 95th and 
the dismounted hussars. 

^ The Admiral has desired me to request that, as ho sends 
a vessel periodically to Cadiz, to bring the money whicli is 
procured there for the Commissary General’s bills, you will 
be so kind as to send the money always in the ship sent 
by him, and retain the money till this ship shall arrive. 1 
shall be obliged to you if you will give these directions to 
Mr. Duff. ' W.» 


To the Earl of Liverpool^ Secretary of State. 

* My dear Lord, * Quinta de St. Joao, 5th July, 1811. 

Since 1 wrote to you yesterday I find that there is no 
truth in the report that Blake had got into Seville. lie 
made an attempt to obtain possession of Nicbla on the night 
of the 30th, in which place the enemy had a garrison of 300 
men, and he failed ; and I understand that he was about to 
embark at Huelva for Cadiz, and was going upon some otlier 
expedition, the object of which I do not know ; nor indeed 
does it appear that my brother, from whom I have heard to 
the 26th June, had any knowledge that Blake was about lo 
embark. 1 have not heard from General Blake myself, but 
I have this intelligence from Castauos. 'Phere is an end, 
therefore, to any expectations from this expedition. 

" It is reported that the French have retired from Bena- 
vente towards Valladolid. However, I have not this report 
from any of my people on whom I can rely. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Earl of LiverpooV ^ W ELLINGTON. 

To Major General Peacocke. 

" My dear Sir, * Quinta de St. Joao, 6th July, 18U. 

" I do not recollect whether I sent you a copy of the en- 
closed letter to Mr. Stuart at the time I wrote it; but I shall 
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be very luucli obliged to you if you will attend to its con- 
tents, and refer to me all applications which may be made 
by Officers or others for goods to be landed duty free. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* Major General Feacoche' ^ Wellington. 

To Major General Picion. 

^ Mv DEAR General, * Quinta de St. Joao, 7th July, 1811. 

‘ 1 omitted to mention to Pakenham that, in making ar- 
rangements for drafting the 2d batt. 88th regiment into the 
1st, it would be expedient to leave in the 2d batt. the boys, 
whose numbers I do not recollect, who were left at Lisbon 
when the battalion marched, as being unfit, from weakness, 
to take the field. 

" Believe me, &c. 

^ Major General Picton, ^ ^VelliNGTON. 

To Marshal Sir JV, C. Beresford^ K.B. 

\ My DEAR Beresford, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 7th July, 1811. 

" I received last night a letter from Austin, enclosing one 
from Blake, which shows that it is the intention of that 
General to embark his troops forthwith, having failed in an 
attempt to obtain possession of Niebla, and having heard of 
the return of some of Soulf s troops to Seville : he docs not 
say how many ; but Austin says that he has heard of two 
columns of 14,000 men. I have heard from this side of only 
one division and a few cavalry. 

* l^e removal of cannon from Badajoz has continued; 
but yesterday I received a report that troops and cannon 
were returning this day. It was rather loose, to be sure; 
but 1 had it from two different quarters. 

" I conclude that you have desired Bacellar to have Al- 
meida examined, to see whether anything can be done to 
render it a post tenable against a conp de main. The 
destruction of this place comes upon us in every way. 

^ I have no account from Salamanca, and therefore no- 
thing that I can rely upon in respect to the enemy’s move- 
ments in Castille and Leon. The last report was th^t 
Bessieres was retiring from Benavente upon ValladoUd.. If 
this be true, he ha^ been obliged to rcinforqc that 
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the northern parts of Castille, in consequence of the in- 
creased activity of the guerrillas in that quarter ; but, if he 
assembles his force upon Valladolid, he will soon get the 
better of the guerrillas, and we must eventually look to his 
threatening the frontier, either of Upper Beira or Tras os 
Montes ; and, although there may be militia in those pro- 
vinces in suflScient numbers to defend them in the absence 
of the army, no reliance can be placed on their efforts ; nor 
indeed can they be counted as troops at all, till the regi- 
ments shall be embodied, each in its own district. 

^ Then comes the question of finance, upon which I must 
say, that, from all I hear, we are as badly off as ever ; for 1 
understand that, notwithstanding what Mr. Stuart states of 
the increased receipts, the Officers of the army have not been 
paid for four and five months. ,But supposing the money 
has been collected, and is in the Treasury, like other articles 
necessary for the army on the frontier, it has not legs, and 
cannot travel without means of transport, and arrangements 
made to apply them ; and, if it he true that the revenue has 
risen, the continuance of all the evils of poverty must be 
attributed to the inefficiency of the civil departments of the 
army. However, we must watch very narrowly that force of 
Bessieres, and take care to call out the militia of Beira, and 
Tras os Montes, and the Minho, in time. In the meantime, 
some intelligent Staff Officer should turn his rhind to the 
means of collecting these regiments in the shortest possible 
space of time. 

I have sent to Mr. Stuart my opinion on the pro]K>so(l 
regulations for the commissariat, and have stated generally 
the principles on wliich the establishment should be founded, 
and the objects of the regulations for its guidance. "I'liis 
being done, it will be easy to draw up the regulations, which 
ought to be few and simple, and applicable to general cir- 
cumstances. It is very obvious that the various duties, at 
different times, of the several Officers of the commissariat 
must h^ the subject of particular directions from the Com- 
missary General, and cannot be that of general regulations, 
which can apply only to general circumstan<ies. On this 
ground, I conceive that nearly the whole of the compilation 
which I read is useless, and, a great deal, much worse. 

^ I find that we are drawing like cart horses upon Elvas 
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for provisions for Hamilton’s division, &c. However, I 
have calied for a return of the stores there, and I will take 
care that they shall not get too low. 

Let me understand what you wish in respect to the dis- 
position of the Portuguese cavalry ; what part of it is to 
belong to the garrison of Elvas, and what brigade to bo sta- 
tioned near Elvas, with the particular object of supporting 
the cavalry of the garrison, of keeping up the communication 
between Elvas and Campo Mayor, and preventing tlit^ 
enemy’s cavalry at and near Badajoz from annoying tiu^ 
garrison and its communications. 

" Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal ' W ELLINGTON. 

&ir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 

" P. S. I have spoken to Fletcher to send to Almeida a 
British engineer, to report on the damages ; but you may as 
well send them a Portuguese. ‘ W.’ 

To Marshal Sir W, C. Beresfordy K.B, 

^ My dear Beresford, * Quinta do St. Joao, 8th July, I’Sl 1. 

" I do not hesitate a moment in answering your letter of 
the 6th, which I have just received. In arranging the de- 
partments of the Portuguese army, I must take care not to 
engage to perform that which is impossible, and thus take 
upon me responsibility for what docs not belong to me. 1 
cannot engage to pay 600,00OZ. or 700,000/. a year in cash 
to the Portuguese Government, besides feeding their army : 
they shall have from time to time as much money as I can 
give them. I cannot allow Mr. Kennedy to undertake either 
to supply the forts of Abrantes and Elvas, or to feed any 
'more Portuguese troops than he feeds at ])rcscnt, unless 
those Portuguese troops should be infantry, and actually 
serving in a British division. 

" I shall be much concerned if my unwillingness to pledge 
myself, or the British departments, to perform that for which 
I can have not only no certainty, but upon which I can have 
no grounds of calculation, should delay your arrangements ; 
but I will not involve myself in concerns in which 1 have 
nothing to do ; and I know well, that if the Portuguese 
Ministers choose to work, and to make others work^, the 
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arrangement can be made without calling upon me for such 
a pledge. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal ^ WELLINGTON. 

Sir TV. C. Beresfordy K.Bl 

To Major General Peacocke. 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, Sth July, 1811. 

^ I enclose a letter, &c., which I have received from Mr. 
Stuart ; and I request 3 ^ou to see the gentleman mentioned 
by him, and inquire who he is, whether he has any recom- 
mendation for me, or any^ other Officer, and what his 
business is in Portugal. 

Believe me, &c. 

* Major General Peacocke. ^Wellington. 

^ P. S. Return the enclosed. ^ W.’ 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

* My dear Sir, ‘ Quinta de St. Joiio, Sth July, 1811. 

‘ The system proposed for arranging the Portuguese de- 
partments just goes to throw all the work, all the expense, 
and all the responsibility, upon the British commissariat and 
me; and to relieve the Portuguese Government from it 
entirely. To this I object, and I cannot concur in any part 
of the arrangement proposed. 

‘ I shall feed the troops we now feed, but no more, unless 
it should be Portuguese infantry serving in British divisions. 
I will have nothing to say to Elvas and Abrantes, or to any 
concern jointly with the Portuguese Government; and I will 
not, because I cannot, pledge myself that any particular 
sum shall be paid in each montli to the Portuguese chest. 
I can only say, that the sum shall be as large as I can 
make it. 

Believe me, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ^ Wellington, 

Charles Stuartl 


* To Major General Dunlop. 

' Mv DEAR Sir, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 9th July, 1811. 

^ I have received your letter of the 6th. The affairs of 
the Peninsula have always been, and are still, iu such a 
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state of uncertainty, that it is impossible for me to give any 
opinion, whether it would be convenient, or otherwise, for 
the General Ojfficcrs of the army to go home; they must 
decide this matter for themselves ; and if they wish to go, fix 
the period at which they will apply for leave. I must in- 
form you, however, that not only the public, but the Com- 
mander in Chief, and Government, were highly displeased 
that so many General Officers were absent from the army 
during the last winter ; and that it will be desirable to me, 
as well as to the General Officers who may wish for leave in 
future, that I should consult the Commander in Chief before 
I allow of the departure of any one in future, excepting on 
account of ill health. 

^ I am very much obliged to 3^11 for your kindness to 
Lord March. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* Major General Dunlop^ ^ Wellington. 

To Marshal Sir JV. C. Beresford, K.B. 

‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 

^ My dear Beresford, . ythJuly, isn. 

" I enclose the state of the provisions in Elvas and La 
Lippe, the former on the Gth, and the latter on the 1st 
instant : you will see that they draw veiy handsomely on 
Elvas. 

^ I cannot understand the difficulties said to exist in 
keeping the military chest supplied with the monc}' said to 
be wanted for it in every month: for instance, the sum 
required for the expense of the whole army is 30,000,000 of 
crusades per annum, or 2,500,000 of crusades per mensem : 
the revenue, according to Mr. Stuart’s letter to me of the 
10th June, is 730 contos in a month, 1,825,000 crusades. 
The supplies we already furnish your troops cost about 
40,000/. per mensem, or 350,000 crusades ; and I should 
suppose that the Portuguese Government could well receive 
supplies in kind at Lisbon every month to a similar amount, 
which would be monthly 700,000 crusades. There would 
remain to be provided for, inonthl}^, 1,800,000 crusades, to 
which it appears that the revenue would be more thto 
^ual; but there are some other little items of accoiints 
which would increase the payments by us, and of 
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decrease the payments to the military chest ; one of them is 
the whole expense of the pay and food of the 20th regiment 
at Cadiz. 

^ After we should have thus given in provisions to the 
Portuguese troops, or in kind at Lisbon, to the value of 
80,000/. per mensem, or, in round numbers, 1,000,000/. 
sterling per annum, there would remain 1,000,000/. sterling 
of the subsidy to be made good, of which sum Mr. Stuart 
thinks he can venture to promise to throw into the military 
chest every month between 50,000/. and 60,000/., or 500,000 
crusades. Upon adverting to Mr. Stuart’s statement of the 
expenditure of the Government, I find that it amounted to 
113 contos, exclusive of arsenals; and to about ICO centos, 
or 400,000 crusades, in the month, including arsenals, 
besides military expense : if then, the Government will put 
the whole of these receipts every month into the military 
chest, and take from us 1,000,000/. in provisions and kind, 
and trust to what we can pay monthly of the subsidy for tlie 
expenses of the civil government, the military chest will be 
amply provided for; and in the course of the year,* doubt- 
less, the money payments of that part of the subsidy to bo 
received in money will not be much in arrear, nor of course 
the charges of the civil government. 

" What 1 object to in the plan which came to me yesterday 
was, that, under pretence of forming a commissariat arrange- 
ment, it threw all the labor and all the responsibility ui)on 
the British army and British commissariat; while, at the 
same time, we were to supply, that which is tlie most 
difficult, the greatest part of the subsidy in money; and the 
Portuguese Government, who alone can get the money 
which is necessary to carry on their affairs, and who are 
most interested in carrying them on, were not to make 
every exertion in their power. I will make no exertion, and 
come into no arrangement which is not founded upon the 
positive stipulation that all the powers of the Government 
are to be really and duly exerted, and all their means fairly 
applied to carry on the war : when that is done, they will 
find me ready to labor in the cause, and to make every 
sacrifice, and everything else to forward it. 

^ I see that some of the Officers have not been paid even 
gratuity since January, others not since. February ; some of 
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the troops have been paid only to the 31st May : if they had 
all this money^ surely some might have been sent to pay the 


troops. 

‘ Marshal 

Sir JV, C. Beresford, K.BJ 


Believe me, &c. 

^ Wellington. 


To His Excellency Charles Stuart, 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ de St. JoSki, llth July, 1811 . 

‘ I send with this my dispatch to Government, which I 
beg you to show to Generals Graham and Beresford. 

‘ I enclose a statement showing the periods to >vhich the 
Officers and soldiers of the Portuguese army have been paid 
pay and gratuity. I am concerned to observe that my 
representations upon this subject have had as little effect in 
procuring for these unfortunate gentlemen what is due to 
them as my representations to the Government have upon 
other subjects. 

' Believe me, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ‘ Wellington. 

Charles Stuart! 


to the Earl ofLiverpooU Secretary of State. 

( My Lord, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, llth July, 1811 . 

" I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s dis- 
patch (No. 39) relative to the grant of a medal to Colonel 
Sir Robert Wilson. 

^ I have already had the honor of reporting to the Secre- 
tary of State my sense of the services rendered by Sir 
Robert Wilson while under my command in the year 1809 ; 
and I see no reason why they should not be distinguished 
by the grant of the medal. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool! ‘ Wellington. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State, 

^ My Lord, Quinta de St Joao, llth July, 1811 . 

" The enemy continued in the positions r^eported in nay 
dispatch of the 4th instant, till the 7th, when they moved a 
large body of cavalry, and about two battaUoM ^ 
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from Montijo, towards the Gevora ; and from thence upon 
Villar del Rey, La Roca, and Alburqucrque. 

^ The object of this movement was apparently to cut off 
our detachments employed in observing the enemy on that 
side, in which, however, they did not succeed ; Major Codes 
having retired with all his detachments upon San Vicente, 
still keeping communications open with Arronches and 
Portalegre. 

^ The enemy’s troops retired from Alburqucrque on the 
8th, and Major Cocks again entered that town with his 
parties on the same day. 

‘ The army of Portugal arc again in the same positions 
on the right of the Guadiana which they occupied when I 
addressed your Lordship on the 4th instant. 

" It appears by a letter of the 1st instant, from Marslial 
Marmont to the Prince of Neuchatel, that Soult has returned 
into Andalusia, leaving with Marshal Marmont the 5th 
corps and the greater part of his cavalry. Marmont ap- 
pears to entertain the intention of posting his army on the 
Tagus at Almaraz, where he has a bridge, and maintain an 
intermediate post between his army and Badajoz, probably 
Truxillo, where I understand that the enemy arc at work 
upon the ancient castle. 

' Excepting from this intercepted letter, I have had no 
reason to believe that the enemy had sent back so large a 
body of troops into Andalusia. But it is almost imprac- 
ticable to procure intelligence of the enemy's movements 
in this part of the country; notwithstanding, that I believe 
the inhabitants are as well disposed towards the Spanish 
Government as those of any other part of Spain. 

If the battalions of the 9th corps, belonging to the regi- 
ments in the 5th coi’ps, have made good the losses sustained 
by the latter in the battle of Albuera, I should conceive, 
from the returas I have, that the 5th corps consists of 12,000 
effective infantry ; which, added to the army of Portugal, 
would leave under the command of Marmont from 30.000 to 

40.000 infantry, and between 5000 and 6000 cavalry, besides 
artillery. The allied army under my command consists of 

42.000 effective infantry, and • 4000 cavalry, of which 3000 
are British cavalry, and this strength will in a short time be 
considerably increased. 
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^ General Blake made an attempt to obtain possession of 
Niebla on the night of the 30tli June ; in which place the 
enemy had a garrison of about 300 infantry. I am sorry to 
say, that this attempt failed; and he remained before the 
place till the 2d instant, and then retired towards the Gua- 
diana. On the 6th two divisions of infantry, and the cavalry 
of the 5th army, under the Conde de Penne Villemur, were 
crossing the Guadiana on a bridge constructed for them at 
San Lucar by Colonel Austin. I'he artillery was embarked 
at Ayamonte, and General Ballesteros, with the advanced 
guari remained upon the river Piedra ; but I think it pro- 
bable that General Ballesteros would have been obliged to 
retire, as a division of the enemy’s troops which had moved 
from Seville had arrived at Almendro on the 6th, and had 
turned off from thence upon Cartaya. 

^ It appeared to be General Blake’s intention to embark 
his troops for Cadiz ; but neither General Castauos nor 1 
have heard from him since he marched from Jurumenha, on 
the 18th of June. 

' In the north. General Bessieres has returned again to 
Valladolid from Benavente ; and in the end of the month of 
June the enemy assembled at, and in the neighborhood of, 
Valladolid, a considerable body of troops. General Bonet, 
however, still remained in the neighborhood of Leon and 
Benavente with the troops under his command; and I have 
received from General Silveira a report of the defeat of the 
Prench in an attack made upon a Spanish detachment from 
the army in Galicia, in front of Astorga, on the 25th Juno. 
The gueriTllas likewise continue their operations, and be- 
sides the alarm given to Valladolid on the I5th, reported in 
my last dispatch, Don Julian gave a similar alarm to Sala- 
manca on the 29th June; but a considerable party of guer- 
rillas belonging to different chiefs, which had taken a convoy 
at Peharanda, were afterwards surprised there on the 30th 
of June, and dispersed; about 200 having been killed, 
wounded, and made prisoners. 

^ OTshthat I could report to your Lordship that some 
more beneficial advantage had resulted from the collection 
ot the enemy’s ti-oops in Estremadura to raise the siege of 
Eadajoz, and better calculated, to reconcile us to the 
pomtment upon, that occasion. But I am apprehensive, 
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till the Spanish Government shall reform their military sys- 
tem ; till the Officers shall be instructed and the troops 
disciplined ; till regular resources shall be found, and faith- 
fully applied to the support of their armies on an expedi- 
tion ; and till the armies shall be equipped as they ought 
for the service required from them, the history of every 
attempt on our part to alter the nature of the war, on any 
general combined plan, will be the same as the last. 

‘ The enemy will collect to oppose us a larger body of 
troops than the allied British and Portuguese army can 
bring into the field, and will oblige us to take the defensive ; 
and they will experience no danger, or even inconvenience, 
from their weakness in all other parts of the Peninsula, in 
consequence of their collecting their whole force to oppose 
us, because the Spanish armies are neither disciplined nor 
provided or equipped in such a manner as that they can 
perform any operation, even of the most trifling nature, if 
there should be any opposition on the part of the enemy. 

‘ The only chance, therefore, is to watch for opportunities 
of undertaking important operations of short duration, with 
the means at our own disposal, till the Spanish armies shall 
be in a better state. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ' WELLINGTON. 

To the Earl of Liverpool^ Secretary of State, 

^ Mv Lord, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, Iltli July, 181 1. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship s letter 
of the 22d June, in which your Lordship desires to have my 
opinion as to the restrictions which it may be expedient to 
put upon the grant of medals to British Officers, for dis- 
tinguished merit displayed upon such occasions as the 
battles of Vimeiro, Comna, Talavera, and Barrosa. 

‘ My opinion has always been, that the grant of a medal 
to an individual Officer ought to have been founded origi- 
nally, partly on the importance of the occasion or action 
which it was intended to commemorate, and partly on the 
share which the individual Officer had had in the action to 
be commemorated; and that medals should have been 
granted for important actions only, and to those engaged 
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in them in a conspicuous manner, whatever might he their 
rank in the service. 

^ It was decided, however, tliat medals should he granted 
on the same principle only, hut following strictly the ex- 
ample of the grant of medals to the navy, notwithstanding 
that an action on shore is very different from an action at 
sea ; and the merit of the different classes of individuals are 
likewise entirely different. At the same time, this principle 
was departed from in some of the grants made. 

^ If the principle adopted in the grant of medals to the 
navy is adhered to in tlie grant of medals to Officers of 
the army, and that medals arc to be granted to General 
Officers, and Lieutenant Colonels commanding regiments, 
on an occasion to he commemorated, because, on a similar 
occasion, they would he granted to Admirals and Captains 
of ships of the line, it is difficult to restrict the grant, or to 
make a selection of Officers to whom they should he grantt‘d, 
to commemorate the battles at Busuco and i'uentcB de 
Ohoro, if Government detci'minc that these actions should 
he commemorated in that manner. If, however, that prin- 
ciple is departed from, it is not difficult to make out a list 
of the names of Officers already reported to your IxJtdship, 
who were at the head of corps or detachments upon these 
occasions, and who had a conspicuous share in the event 
which it is the intention of the Government to eouunemo- 
rate in this manner. It is not prohahle, however, that the 
adoption of this princi]>le will decrease the number of those 
to whom the honor would he granted; hut, as 1 have already 
represented to your Lordship, I do not think this hnportatit: 
that which is important in the cstahlishment of the principle^ 
on which the grant of this honor should bo made, is, tlmt 
every Officer should feel that ho shall receive the mark of 
distinction, if he should he in the place to distinguish him- 
self, and should act in the manner to deserve to be distin- 
guished, whatever may be lus military rank. It nmy he 
contended by me, that the Officers of the British army do 
not require an honor of this description to stimulate their 
exertions, and that the grant of the modal is thorofore use- 
less ; hut, however, those who contend fur tliis 
'Tuu^t admit that a selection of those who have had an 
tunity of distinguishing tliomsolves in an aeti^ m m 



PORTUGAL. 


1811. 


96 

objectionable mode 'of granting it than tlie grant of it by 
classes, whether the individuals composing those classes 
have distinguished themselves or not. 

^ I have now the honor to enclose lists of the names of tlie 
Officers who, on the principle of selection, ought, in my 
opinion, to receive medals for the battles of Busaco and 
Fuentes de Ohoro, if Government think proper to distin- 
guish these battles by medals. 

" In respect to the battle of Albuera, I was not there, and 
I am not able to give an opinion upon it. One brigade of 
the 4th division of infantry, however, was not in the action, 
nor Brig. General Madden’s brigade of cavalry. The brunt 
of the action was on the right; but some of the corps of 
infantry, I beheve, and certainly General Otway’s brigade of 
cavalry, on the left, were not engaged. At all events, these 
troops were not engaged, as far as I understand, in a greater 
degree than the whole army were at Busaco, and every corps 
on the field at Fuentes de Onoro. 

^ I mention these circumstances only to point out to your 
Lordship, that, in every action on shore, however severe, 
there must be some to whose lot it does not fall to liavc an 
opportunity to distinguish themselves; and that the prin- 
ciple of selection, without reference to ranks, ought to be 
adopted in every instance of the grant of medals to the 
army. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ W KLLIKGTON. 

To Marshal Sir W. C, Beresford, K.B, 

‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 

^ My dear Beresford, I2th July, 18U. 

^ You will have seen from Austin’s report of the 8th in- 
stant that it is probable Blake is off (for we know nothing of 
him), and that the Algarve is left very much to itself. I do 
not think it very probable that the enemy will make any 
serious attempt upon that province, but straggling parties 
might do a great deal of mischief; and I think you do well 
to send into Algarve the Setuval and Alcacer militia, to bo 
under Austin’s orders, and to prevent anything small from 
insulting him : we can easily get them back by land, or by 
water, when we shall require them. 
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^ I hav6 at last got a statement of the Tegiments in the 
army of Portugal, but not their numbers: there are six 
divisions of infantry, and in each division four complete 
regiments, besides the Legion du Midi, Hanoverians, Prus- 
sians, and Irish. The regiments had, last campaign, four 
and five battalions each, including those brought in by the 
9th corps, which have now joined them, and I should think 
this cannot now have less than from 1000 to 1200 men in 
each regiment : I am convinced, therefore, I am under the 
mark in supposing each division only 4000 infantry. They 
have one new regiment, the 130th, of which I have no ac- 
count. They have eleven regiments of the cavalry which was 
in Portugal, which had forty four squadrons ; and they have 
three regiments of four squadrons each, which passed the 
winter in Castille, and are in capital order : supposing the 
old cavalry to be reduced one half, or to twenty two squa- 
drons, they must have now thirty four squadrons. There is 
another fresh brigade of cavalry belonging to this army still 
in Castille, for which I have got the letter which Marmont 
has wi’itten. 

^ The devil is in the French for numbers ! ! 1 A deserter 
came in yesterday, and told me he heard Broissard say to 
another Officer, that the two armies had 60,000 infantry, and 
nearly 10,000 cavalry ! I made them from 48,000 to 50, 000 
infantry, without the garrison of Badajoz, and 7000 cavalry. 

Our army continues very healthy, indeed more so since 
the nights have become warmer. I think you will do well to 
send us up your men as soon as they will be fit to join. 

^ Believe me. See, 

* Marshal < WELLINGTON. 

Sir W, C. Beresford, K.B,' 

To Colonel Austin, 

* My dear Sir, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 12th July isil. 

" I received last night your letter of the 8th. I write td 
Marshal Beresford to request him to adopt measures to send 
you a force into Algarve at present. In the meantime, I 
Truest you to take measures to force the boats on the Gua- 
diana to keep on the right of the river as much as possibte^ 
I do Hot think it probable that the enemy will venture to 
make any serious attempt upon Algai’ve, particulaidy if you 
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keep the boats out of their way ; but it is as well that you 
should have some force. 

‘ Believe me. See. 

‘ Colonel Austin: ‘WELLINGTON. 

To Lieut. General Sir Stapleton Cotton^ Bart, 
c ' Quinta de St Joao, 13th July, 1811. 

^ I have received your letter of the 10th to Lord Fitzroy 

Somerset ; and I am very sorry that Captain has been 

guilty of a very great irregularity, in taking upon himself to 
do himself justice at Espinhal on the 11th May last, for 
which I must bring him to trial. I beg, therefore, that Cap- 
tain may be put in arrest at large, and inform him that 

he will receive the copy of the charge on which he will be 
tried in due course. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

^ Lieut. General ^ WELLINGTON. 

Sir S. Cotton^ Bart.' 

To Lieut. Geyieral Graham. 

^ My dear Sir, * Quinta dc St. Joao, 13th July, 1811, 

^ I have just received your letter of the 10th. 

' You will have seen from my letter to the Secretary of 
State, which I requested Mr. Stuart to communicate to you, 
that affairs are in such a state that there can be no reason 
why you should put yourself to any inconvenience to come 
to the army sooner than you would otherwise. 

‘ Nothing has occurred since I wrote to the Secretary of 
State, excepting that General Blake lias embarked, leaving 
General Ballesteros, with his division, and the cavalry of the 
5th army, under the Condo de Penne Villemur, in the Con- 
dado de Niebla. 

. ^ ' Beheve me, &c. 

Lieut General Graham, ‘ WeillinCTON. 

^ P. S. I have just received a letter of the 10th from 
Campo Mayor, from which I find that the Spaniards have 
not sailed yet, and some of Loy’s cavalry have not em- 
barked, but the French have retired from Castillcjos and 
Gibraleon. ‘ W.’ 
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MEMORANDUM 

For Captain General Don F. X Casta^ios. 

‘ Quinta de St. Jooo, 13th July, 1811. 

The Captain General Castanos informed mo yesterday, 
that General Ballesteros had remained with a division of 
infantry, and the cavalry under the Condo do Penne Villc^- 
inur, in the Condado de Niehla ; and that he (the Captain 
General) intended to recommend to General Ballesteros to 
retire across the Guadian^, into the kingdom of Algarve, in 
case he should he so pressed by the enemy as to render his 
retreat from the Condado de Niehla expedient. In conse- 
quence of this information, I recommend that General Bal- 
lesteros may he requested to communicate confidentially 
with Colonel Austin, who commands in Algarve, on all 
matters relating to his operations, in order that Colonel 
Austin may he prepared to assist General Ballesteros with 
tlic means of crossing the Guadiana with expedition, in case 
that measure should be expedient. It is also desirable, in 
order that Colonel Austin may bo able to adopt measures 
to have the troops under General Ballesteros supplied with 
provisions during the time which it may be necessary that 
they should remain within the kingdom of Algarve. I i)ro- 
pose to send Colonel Austin a copy of this memorandum, 
in order that he may be prepared to attend to General 
Ballesteros’ want of assistance to pass the Guadiana, and to 
his wants in provisions while he may bo in Algarve. 

* Wkeunoton.’ 

To Marshal Sir W. C, Bere^d, K.B. 

‘ Quinta de St. Jooo, 1 3th July, 

' My pear Bkrksford, lan. 

" I received yesterday your letter of the 10th; and I am 
much concerned that I cannot take upon me to answer for 
your having the supplies of money wanted to make up the 
sum which you require to have in the chest every month. 
If you find that this failure, on the part of Groat Britain, 
to he able positively to assure a certain sum every month, 
will prevent the accomplisliment of the arrangement which 
you think necessary, you ought to report your opinions ofli- 

h2 
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cially to the British Government ; and I shall be very glad 
if they will make any arrangements by which I can be 
relieved from all concern in the money transactions of Great 
Britain with the Portuguese Government. 

^ I also think that if you are of opinion that the reserves 
of provisions cannot be supplied for the forts by the Portu- 
guese Government, you should state officially that opinion, 
and then our Government will know upon what they are to 
reckon. I should think, however, that, Elvas being entirely 
supplied, you would be Inclined to alter that opinion, unless 
indeed ^"ou should think that the Portuguese Government 
will not be able to supply the current consumption of the 
garrisons, and that they will immediately begin to consume 
the reserves. 

^ I acknowledge that the suspicion that this would be tbe 
case, and the discussions in which that question would 
involve the departments of this army, are the reasons why 
I positively refuse to have anything to say to the garrisons. 

^ If the Government act according to their ov/ii regula- 
tions, and Avill really put them in force, and really punish 
those who disobey them, there can be no difficulties about 
means of transport ; but I do not see how these difficulties 
would be removed by our Commissaries supplying the re- 
serves of the garrisons, and the Portuguese Commissaries 
the current consumption. 

^ I have done a great deal in the way of supplying the 
consumption of the Portuguese army, and probably have 
undertaken far more than I shall be able to accomplish in 
all situations ; but this is very certain, that I cannot venture 
to undertake to do more. 

^ General Castanos has promised to garrison and refit 
Alburqucrque, which is a great object in these times. He 
is going to send Don Carlos de Espana to Castille; and I 
am thinking of fitting up, as a little dep6t of ammunition, 
&c., for him, in Monsanto, in which he will put 200 or 300 
men, if the Portuguese Government will have no objection 
to his holding that place. I shall be much obliged to you 
if you will inquire. He is also desirous of having a similar 
depot north of the Douro. I know of no place in Portugal 
which would answer his purpose; but, as well as I can 
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recollect, Monterey would. Do you recollect anytliing of 
Monterey ? 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal " WeLLINGTOK, 

^iv W. C. Beresfordy ICB, 

^ P. S. General Piet on tells me that the outwork at 
Campo Mayor is finished, and ready for the palisades. 

The artillery are much in want of mules, to which I hope 
you have adverted in your communication with Government ; 
so much so, that I think it might be advisable to send away 
the 6 pounder brigade in Hamilton’s division, and to have 
only 9 pounders, and to employ all the mules in equipping 
them as they ought to be. Your brigades of infantry are 
likewise miserably deficient in provision mules. 

' I saw the 2d and 4th, and Plamilton’s division, this 
morning. The 13th is a very fine regiment, in very to- 
lerable order. I am sorry to say that Ashworth’s brigade 
have fallen off in their marching; all the rest capital. These 
Albiiera divisions 'were very strong again. 

" I have desired Mr. Kennedy to give the chest 50,000 
dollars in coin* ^ W.’ 

To Marshal Sir W, C, Beresfordy K,B, 

‘ Quinta de St. Joao, i 3th July, 1811, 

" My DEAR Beresford, ^ P. ivr. 

^ I have just received your two letters of the 11th. 

^ I have not yet seen the complaints of the Officers of our 
commissariat at Coimbra, but when I see them I shall write 
upon them. Our Commissaries are not allowed to give pro- 
tection to individuals of any description, but they must have 
assistance from the country ; and it will not answer the pur- 
pose of the Portuguese Government to prevent them from 
having it. All persons employed by us belonging to Spain 
are protected from the requisition. I suppose the Portu- 
guese Government will not refuse to give the same counte- 
nance to the British army that is given by the Spaniards. 

I do not exactly understand the letter of the Govern- 
ment on the fortification of Elva^. In answer to, theTii&t 
paragraph, however, I must express a wish that Mr. Stuart 
should send it home. 
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/ I do everything in my power to forward the cause ; and 
I wish that the Portuguese Government should try whether 
their affairs could not be improved by a change of hands. 
Nothing could be more satisfactory to me than such a 
change. 

" I shall attend to your wishes in the distribution of the 
cavalry. You did not send me the report on Almeida. 

^ I sent Mr. Stuart a statement of the period to which the 
Officers of the army are paid. Mr. Kennedy can easily, and 
I shall desire him to-morrow to send an estimate of his dis- 
bursements for tlie Portuguese Government, which it is pro- 
bable they will not much amend ; and he can send a monthly 
account, and a quarterly account ; because in the former he 
cannot include the disbursements at Cadiz. You can like- 
wise send your demand upon England, which ought to have 
been sent by the Government as long ago as March ; but I 
cannot say that the balance will be paid in money, or at 
what periods it will be paid ; and upon that point I sincerely 
wish that you should come to an explanation with the 
British Government, and not with me. 

‘ I have not now money to answer the demands of the 
British army ; and it is rather too much that the Portuguese 
should insist that I should fix the sums which they arc to re- 
ceive every month, out of the sums at my disposal, already 
not sufficient for the British army; to which add, that occa- 
sional assistance is wanted for the Spaniards^ and that there 
is no man, however anxious for the prosperity of Portuguese 
concerns, who will not admit that this assistance should be 
given. However, I have no desire that matters should con- 
tinue as they are. Let Government provide only decently 
for the British army, and I shall be satisfied; or let them 
take the whole concern out of my hands, and I shall be 
happy to resign it. Just to show you how we stand in re- 
spect to money, I mention that we have not even a shilling 
in the chest to pay the demands of the Officers of the 2d 
battalion of your regiment, upon the first being drafted 
by orders from England. 

Believe me, &c. 

' Marshal ^ WELLINGTON. 

Sir W, C. Beresford, K.B: 
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To Colonel Austin, 

^My dear Sir, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 13th July, is ll. 

^ I send you the copy of a memorandum which I have sent 
to General Castahos, which will explain itself. You will 
act as therein stated, if so required by General Ballesteros ; 
and I beg you to let me have an account of any expense you 
may incur on account of provisions or boats for General 
Ballesteros’ division of troops. 

You might as well have prepared a magazine, with GOOO 
or 8000 rations, for General Ballesteros, in case he should 
cross the Guadiana upon you suddenly ; but it may be as 
well not to let him know of it, otherwise you would not keep 
it long. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Colonel Austin: ^ WELLINGTON. 


To Major General Peacocke, 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 13th July, 1811. 

" I have received your letter of the 11th, and its en- 
closures ; from the tenor of which last I suspect Mr. to 

have been in the French service, and probably to bo a spy. 
The phraseology of his letter to you is evidently that of a 
person who has been in the service of the French : and I beg 
you to communicate with Mr. Stuart in order to have him 
released from confinement in gaol, and send him to head 
quarters under charge of an assistant provost and a guard ; 
but let. his reasonable convenience be provided for. 

^ I beg you also to send me any letters or papers, or the 
memorandums of any interrogatories to him, which can throw 
light upon his conduct or intentions. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Major General Peacocke: ^ Y^KLLINGTON. 

^ To His Excellency Charles Btuart. 

‘ Sir, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao*, 13th July, 1811. 

^ I enclose certain papers which I have received on the 
subject of the misconduct of certain Officers at Espinhal, on 
the 11th May last, adverted to in a letter from you of the 
10th of June ; and I have to inform you that I have ordered 

Captain in arrest for his conduct, and I shall keep him 

in arrest during one month, in hopes that the Government 
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will, in the course of that time, adopt measures to enforce 
the attendance of the evidences against Captain . If 
they should not do so I shall be under the necessity of 
relieving Captain from his arrest. 

^ I mention this, because I observe that, as usual, there is 
great readiness to complain of the injury done in this case, 
but no desire to prosecute; as it is obvious that the com- 
plainant not only knew the name of Captain and the 

regiment to which he belonged, but that he did not belong to 
the hussars. The consequence of his concealing the name of 

Captain is that much time has elapsed, and I have been 

obliged to look through all the march routes given to troops 
in the month of May, before I could discover who was com- 
plained of. 

" I shall likewise observe on this case, that although 
Captain will be brought to trial for having taken upon 
himself to do himself justice, I am not astonished when an 
OlEcer of the British army is guilty of this conduct. 

‘ They scarcely ever enter a village in which they or their 
men are not rolDbed, and they can get no redress on the 
spot; and, as for punishment for any crime committed, I 
repeat that, since I have been in Portugal, I have not known 
any man punished, excepting those suspected of being 
French partizans. But whatever may be the conduct of the 
Portuguese Government, I shall not allow the British army 

to coinrait iiTegularities with . impunity, and Captain 

shall certainly be tried, if, within a month, any evidence 
should be produced against him. 

^ It is useless to inquire whether any steps have been 
taken against the criminal confined for the robbery. 

* I beg you to return the enclosed papers as soon as may 
b^ possible^ 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

*HisExceUency \ ..\ - -^WELLINGTON. 

Charles . . . 


Tp the llight Han. Henry Wellesley, 

* My dear Henry, ‘ Quinta de St. Joiio, 13 th July, 181 U 

" I enclose my last dispatch to the Secretary of State. 

' I have got a statement of the regiments in the army of 
Portugal, which amount to twenty four, and four or six bat- 
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)iis of foreign troops and fourteen of cavalry- 
Officer who counted 25,000 infantry, coming throti^g^ 
os, and there were some that passed through Lagunilla. 
y must be between 24,000 and 30,000 infantry, and the 
Jry between 3000 and 4000 at least. They have one 
ment that was not in Portugal; and when one considers 
t that army was last year, and the reinforcements it re- 
ed, allowance is made for very handsome losses, in sup- 
ng them reduced to the numbers above stated. I think 
e numbers agree tolerably well with what I saw of the 
y at Fuentes, allowing for the detachment to Andalusia 
ineteen battalions of the 9th corps. 

It is said in the French army that they have, between the 
armies lately brought into Estremadura, 60,000 infantry 
10,000 cavalry. I believe the latter exaggerated by 
ut 3000 men, although they had at Badajoz twenty seven 
iments of cavalry, but the former but very little, and not 
ill if the garrison of Badajoz is included. 

We are increasing in strength. I have received at Lis- 
2000 or 3000 men from England. Our wounded, &c., 
coining about, and wc shall soon have not much less than 
)00 effective men, Portuguese and English. 

‘ Ever yours most affectionately, 
e Bight Hon. IL Wellesley: ' WELLINGTON. 


To Lieut. Gmeral Graham. 

Y DEAR Sir, ^ Quinta de St. Joao, 14th July, 18U. 

I have just received your letter of the 12th. The horses 
bich you refer have been sent here by the Government at 
request, in order to supply the wants of the Officers of 
cavalry, who ought to have each an English horse ; but 
f had not been able to purchase any in the country, and 
quested the Secretary of State to send them out. 

I conceive that it is equally necessary that a General 
cer in your situation, coming from a place in which you 
Id not get the horses you require, should be provided by 
le public arrangement : and therefore I beg you lo take 
:i number of those horses as you may think proper. I do 
exactly reoollect whether the price is 50/. or 60/. each, 
whether Sir Stapleton Cotton settled tliat they should 
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be paid for according to a valuation of each, the whole 
amount covering the expense of their purchase incurred by 
Government ; and I shall not delay this answer to your letter 
till [ shall have had time to inquire. Let me know the num- 
ber you will take, in order that I may write to England to 
have them replaced for the service of the Officers of the 
cavalry. 

" There is nothing new tliis day, excepting a report from 
Caceres that Marmont has commenced his movement, which, 
however, has not yet been confirmed by anything from our 
outposts. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

^ Lieut. General Graham. " Wellington. 

' P. S. I enclose an order to the Officer commanding the 
cavalry depot, to deliver to you as many of the horses pur- 
chased for the Officers of the cavalry as you may require. 

To the Right Hon, Henry Wellesley, 

^ Mv DEAR Henry, ' Quinta de St. Joao, 14tli July, 1811. 

" I received last night your letter of the Sth, after I had 
sent off the dispatch of yesterday. 

" I never entertained such an opinion as that attributed to, 
me by Don E. de Bardaxi, viz., that, if the mediation of 
Great Britain between Spain and her colonies should fail, wc 
ought to go hand in hand with the Spanish Government in 
carrying on hostilities against the colonies. 

^ My opinion has invariably been, that, in all the concerns 
of Spain, Great Britain ought to take the liberal line of 
policy, and to lay aside, at least during the existing war, all 
considerations of mercantile profit ; and it appeared to me 
that, in this question of the colonies particularly, this line 
would suit equally with the military policy and the mercan- 
tile interests of Great Britain, and add greatly to the ge- 
neral estimation of our character. 

" I am, and have always been, of opinion, that the notions 
of our merchants of the vast profits to be made by an im- 
mediate direct intercourse with the Spanish colonics were 
erroneous. That profit was to be made by this intercourse 
there is no doubt, and that eventually the extent and value 
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of the commercial intercourse with the colonics will be very 
great I am certain; but this value must be the cllcct of 
time, of the increase of riches, and of the growth of luxury 
in the colonies, and tlic period of its arrival at its highest 
state is likely to be checked by the extravagant speculations 
of our merchants. 

" I think that, whatever may be the final relative situation 
between Spain and her colonics, Great Britain must bo the 
gainer. The result must be the relaxation, if not annihila- 
tion of the colonial commercial system, and a direct allowed 
intercourse between the colonics and all otlicr countries, in 
which Great Britain must bo a partaker and the greatest 
gainer. In expectation of this ultimate gain, the policy of 
Great Britain ought to have been liberal throughout, as I 
hope it will turn out upon examination to have been. I'lic 
wild speculations of tlic colonics ought to have been 
checked ; the authority of the motlicr country ouglit to have 
been countenanced; and the endeavors of our traders and 
captains of ships to separate the colonies from Spain ought 
to have been suppressed. 

' On these principles I approved highly of l^ord Liver- 
pool’s letter to the governor of Cura<}oa, which circumstaucc 
may prol)ahly have given Don E. do Bardaxi a notion that 
I thouglit we ought to go all lengths with Spain in subduing 
the spirit of independence in the colonies ; but I conceive 
these principles arc by no means inconsistent witii the con- 
duct of the British Government since Lord Javorpoors letter 
was written, at least as far as 1 have any knowledge of it ; 
and what has occurred since docs not ajipcar to me to bo 
inconsistent with that letter. 

When the colonics, at least some of them, had mani- 
fested an inclination to separate from the mother country, it 
was necessary for the British Government to couBider, not 
only what Spain could do, but what Ch-eat Britain could 
assist Spain in effecting. Knowing what I do of the Spanish 
Government and its means and resources, and the employ- 
ment for them, I am certain that they have not the power to 
reduce to obedience even one of the weakest of the colonics 
which is disposed to separate. I am equally certain that to 
make the attempt would be the grossest folly and misappE’^ 
cation of means ; and I will go further, and doclaroy that I 
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believe that Great Britain could not, in justice to the greater 
object in the Peninsula, give Spain any assistance from 
Avhich any good effect can be expected. 

^ I am afraid that it is but too true, that if distant colonics 
choose to separate from the mother country they Avill effect 
their object ; and at all events it would have been the height 
of madness, in these times, for Spain to have endeavored, by 
force, to prevent such a separation, or for Great Britain to 
have encouraged and aided in such an attempt. 

^ The conduct which Great Britain ought to have followed 
was to endeavor, by influence and advice, to prevent matters 
from coming to extremities, if possible ; and at all events 
not to direct her force to an object which was quite unat- 
tainable. 

^ Nothing can be so absurd as to suppose that Spain, with 
two frigates, could prevent the separation of the Caraccas, 
or that the reception in London of the deputies from that 
colony prevented that great effort from having its effect. If 
the deputies had not been received in London they would 
have gone by the first packet to Prance ; and the truth, 
however disagreeable, which I have above stated, would 
have been discovered. 

^ At last Great Britain has offered her mediation in the 
dispute, which I wish had been asked for ; and it remains to 
be considered on what terms the offer ought to be accepted. 
I have already pointed out that Great Britain is a fair me- 
diator, as our interests, well understood, as I believe they 
are, are not inconsistent cither with the well understood in- 
terests of Spain, or of the colonics, in their existing situa- 
tion; and it would have been better if the mediation had 
been accepted in the spirit in which it was offered, and that 
the Spanish Government had come forward with a full but 
confidential declaration of their intentions respecting the 
colonies in future, both on the subject of constitution and of 
coinmcrce. Great Britain would then have had something to 
mediate upon and to arrange between the two parties ; but 
under present circumstances there is nothing for her to do, 
excepting to procure the submission of the Caraccas and 
Buenos Ayres ; and, if Great Britain docs not succeed in 
these impracticable objects, she is to aid Spain in forcing 
their submission ! And I am supposed to approve of this 



1811. 


QUINTA DE ST, JOaO. 


109 


condition, and to tliinlc tliat Great Britain ought to join in 
this war between mother counti’y and colonies 1 One would 
reall}^ believe that Don E. dc Bardaxi had never adverted to 
the means and resources of his own country, and to the ob- 
jects which they have to acquire at home, or to the efforts 
making here by Great Britain, and that he thought I had 
considered of these subjects as little as he appears to have 
done 1 

Great Britain cannot agree to this condition. In re- 
spect to constitution the Spanish Government has gone a 
great length ; but I doubt that they have gone so far as the 
colonies, some of them at least, will require. I think they 
will ask to have separate local representative bodies for the 
management of their interior concerns, of the same descrip- 
tion with our colonial assemblies, leaving in the Cortes more 
or less authority in imperial and general questions, and 
having in the Cortes a representative or not, according to 
the nature of the authority remaining with the Cortes, and 
the mode in which it will be exerted. But this question, 
however important, does not appear to have been considered, 

" In respect to commerce, the Spanish Government have 
said nothing. There is nothing more certain, however, than 
that the commercial intercourse between Spain and her 
colonies cannot continue to exist as it has hitherto. The 
consequence of what has already been done, and of what is 
offered in this proposed treaty of mediation, must be to place 
the colonies, in respect to trade, on the same footing with 
the mother country, and to allow the colonies to trade, as it 
may suit their interests, with all parts of the world, in the 
same manner as any province of Old Spain. If this con- 
sequence does not follow wdiat has been done it is useless to 
talk to the colonies of equal rights, and interests equally 
well attended to. It will be obvious to the inhabitants of 
the colonics, and they will feel, that their interests are 
sacrificed for the supposed interests of the mother country, 
on the old system of colonial policy. 

^ I admit, however, that the mother country will lose im- 
mediately (though probably not eventually) very largely ill 
revenue, and its inhabitants in commercial profits, by these 
commercial concessions to the colonies ; and altliough pror 
bably these losses are the unavoidable effects of 
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stances of the times, the mother country has a fair claim to 
participate in the advantages which the colonies will enjoy, 
particularly in the existing moment of her distress. This is 
an object to which the treaty of mediation should have ad- 
verted. The Spanish Government should have made known 
to Great Britain, confidentially, on what system it was pro- 
posed that the commerce of the colonics should be carried 
on hereafter; what duties should be levied on the imports of 
goods of foreign countries into the colonies ; and what jn'O-- 
portion of those duties should he paid to the mother counlry 
for general imperial purposes ; and what to remain in the 
colony for local objects. 

" With a system thus formed. Great Britain might have 
gone to work with some prospect of success in making an 
arrangement which would have permanently united the co- 
lonies to the mother country, by providing for their mutual 
interests on just and fair principles ; and which at all events, 
by putting an end to the existing disputes, would have re- 
moved the uneasiness which they occasion,, and would have 
increased the means and resources of Spain to cany on the 
war against the common and only enemy. And you will ob- 
serve that in the establishment of this system Great Britain 
would have done, in every point, that which suits her own 
interest. 

" But I am apprehensive that the Spanish Government 
have not taken an enlarged view, either of their own situation 
or that of the colonics, or of the two relatively with eacli 
other ; and till they do so matters will only grow worse and 
worse daily, and it is useless for us to interfere in them ; and 
after a long contest, which will only tend to the weakness of 
the mother country, and will deprive her of all the resources 
which she could otherwise derive from the colonies in her 
war with France, the business will end in the separation of 
the colonies from Spain. 

^ You arc now in possession of my opinion upon this whole 
subject; and you may inform Don E. de Bardaxi that there 
is nothing so far from my thoughts as that it is possible for 
Spain to prevent the separation of any one colony that 
chooses to separate, and that nothing could be so absurd or 
so injurious to Spain herself, as for Great Britain to divert 
any of her military resources from the war in the Peninsula 
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to the impracticable object of reducing to obedience even the 
smallest and least powerful of the colonies of Spain disposed 
to separate. 

There is nothing new, excepting a report that Marmont 
is in motion to take up his proposed position on the Tagus. 

' Ever yours most affectionately, 

‘ The Right Hon. H. Wellesley: ‘ WiiLtlNOTON. 

To His Excellency Charles Stmirt. 

^ My dear Sir, * Quinta de St. Joao, 15th July, 1811. 

" I shall be very much obliged to you if you would look at 
the last paragraph of Dom M. Forjaz’ last letter, on the 
subject of the repairs of the forts, in which he refers to the 
payments of the subsidy. 

^ As I believe that the Portuguese Government have 
received, up to the present day, more than tlie old and new 
subsidy, and that we have been at all times in advance to 
them, those assertions respecting arrears of subsidy ought 
not in my opinion to go unanswered. At all events, as far 
as I have any knowledge, they have no right to make any 
oificial reference to the new subsidy, as they have not 
been officially apprised of it. 

" Believe me, &c. 

‘ His Exc-dUncy ' W ki.mngton. 

Charles Stuart' 

To Marshal Sir TV, C. Beres/ord, K.B- 

‘ Quinta do St. Joao, 

" My dear Beresford, I7th July, 1811. 

" I have received your letters of the i2th and 13th. The 
breeze about the subsidy is a very curious circumstance : I 
really believe that, up to the present day, it has been over- 
paid to the amount of about 200, OOOi. sterling; and last year 
they received above a million in hard cash ; within the last 
two months they have received above 200, 000/. in money, 
allowing 25 per cent for discount upon paper. 

" The losses at Albuora, and the substitution of 1st for 2d 
battalions, will render it difficult to place even one brigade in 
General Hamilton’s division. I intended to have placed 
there two brigades, and to have formed his division like the 
others, with only one Portuguese brigade, which we lAdnld 
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then have been able to provision; but we should not be 
able td" proVisioh two Portuguese brigades, with the means 
attached to one British brigade, in addition to the British 
brigade. 

* There is also another point to be adverted to in the con- 
sideration of this subject, and that is the growing deficiency 
of means of transport with all the Portuguese brigades in 
our divisions, particularly in the 5th division ; they have not 
mules sufficient to carry their ammunition ; in the 3d twenty 
eight mules were driven away by their drivers two days ago 
and- in others there are deficiencies. I suspect that the 
Portuguese Commissaries do not tahe care to feed the people 
attached to the mules ; for their life must latterly have been 
an easy one, and they have had but little to do, excepting to 
carry forage for their own beasts. "Whatever may be the 
cause of desertion, however, the evil is a serious one, and 
must'increai^ the difficulties of suppl 3 dng the Portuguese 
troops by our commissariat, and in case of a march it will be 
quite impossible. 

" I see that there are some troops in motion in Castille 
towards Ciudad Rodrigo, which is I believe with a view to 
provision the place, which Don Julian had kept tolerably 
closely blockaded. 

You may depend upon it that the return which I sent to, 
Mr. Sttiart of the state of the payments to the Portuguese 
troops^vas correct, as I received it from the regiments. Joa- 
quim de Costa covers himself under the usual Portuguese 
subterfuge, that he has sent the money; but it has been 
applied to some other purpose, and the troops have not 
received it. 

' I have just received your letter of the 15th. As Balles- 
terps remainB in Niebla, it is not so necessary to send militia 
ii^p-tAlgarve. i I think we becom^e more hbaJthy ■ cw^ry day. 

/ L^ptclq^ iyou a dsdly state; which mli show yon how wO 
stand now in cavalry and infantry. I hav^ had a great deal 
of trouble in getting this state, particularly from Madden’s 
brigade, in which I believe no retimi was kept ; however, I 
believe it is at last right and regular. March is gone to 
Lisbon, and I shall be mueh obliged to you if you will give 
him house and table room at Cintra, where he proposes 
to go. 
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'As Marmont has moved, I move into cantonments also 
on to-morrow, having our right about Estremoz, and our left 
at Gastello Branco. I shall go to Portalegre ; I shall remain 
there for a short time, till all I expect join us, when I have 
two or three different designs in contemplation. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Sir W. C. Beresford, K-B.' 

‘ P. S. I enclose a paper with but bad news. 

‘ W.’ 


To Major General Peacocke, 

< Sir, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 17th July, 1811. 

^ The horses of the 9th light dragoons arc to be landed and 
given in charge to the men of the 2d hussars. King's Ger- 
man Legion, and others who may be at the dep6t at Belem, 
until they shall be hereafter distributed to regiments under 
orders from Lieut. General Sir Stapleton Cotton. 

^ The men and Officers of the 9th light dragoons, with 
their appointments, &c., arc to be embarked in infantry 
transports, and to proceed to Sicily*; for which purpose I 
request you to make the necessary application to Admiral 
Berkeley for transports, as well as for a sufficient number of 
horse transports to carry to Sicily the horses belonging to 
the Officers of the 9th light dragoons. 

* I have the honor to be, &c. 

• Major General Peacocke: " Welungtok. 

To Vice Admiral the Hon, George Berkeley^ 

'Sir, * Quinta de St Joao, 1 7th July, 1811. 

‘ In order to explain the orders which I have received from 
the Secretary of State, regarding the 9th light dragoons, in 
the readiest way, I have the honor to enclose a copy of the 
orders which I have given to General Peacocke ; and I shall 
be very much obliged to you if you will order ships to convey 
this regiment to Sicily, and horse ships to convey the Officers* 
horses. I have been likewise direct^ to request you to send 

♦ A subsequent arrangeroeat was made, and the 9th light dragoons 
in the Peninsula until they returned to England in the spring of 1813. 

VOL, VIII. I 



114 


PORTUGAL. 


1811. 


back to Plymouth the horse transports which brought out 
the 9th light dragoons. 

‘ I have the honor to be, See. 

* Vice Admiral ^ WELLINGTON. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley: 

To Messrs. Brown and Reid. 

* Gentlemen^ ^ Quinta de St. Joao, 17th July, 1811. 

^ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 13th 
instant, and I have referred to the consideration of the Com- 
missary General the offer which it contains, of the sale of cer- 
tain oats, barley, and hay. I must inform you, however, tliat 
in every case of this description I consider myself obliged to 
act for the public as I would for an individual, that is to say, 
to purchase what the army require at the cheapest rate at 
which it can be procured, without any reference whatever to 
the loss of the seller. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

* Messrs. Brown and Reid: ^ Wellington. 

To Lieut. General Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

' My dear Cotton, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 18th July, 1811. 

^ I enclose a letter which I have just received, which shows 
an alteration of plan about the 9th dragoons, and probably 
it may not be necessary for Sir William to go to Lisbon just 
at present ; however, it is possible that the packet may bring 
the account of another change. 

" Believe me, &c. • 

‘ Lieut. General ^ Wellington. 

Sir S. Cotton, Bart: 

To Marshal Sir W, C. Beresford, K.B. 

‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 

My dear Beresford, isth July, isn. 

^ Madden, who formerly complained of hard work, now 
that he has no work, complains of starvation : two days ago 
his horses had been six days without corn ; and, having 
inquired on this subject from Mr. Thomas, I enclose his 
letter to Major Harvey. 

^ One of Madden’s brigades was to cross the Tagus in the 
new distribution of the army ; but if they cannot be fed at 
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Campo Mayor, they cannot anywhere ; and it would really 
be much better to draw all this cavalry to the rear, and 
feed them there, than keep them in front starving and plun- 
dering, and consuming that which our own horses will want 
yet, viz., straw. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal " W ELLINGTON . 

Sir W, C, Beresfordy K.B* 

^ P. S. Barbacena’s cavalry, and Nos. 6 and 9, are to go 
to Elvas, ^ W.’ 


To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

^ My Lord, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 18 th July, 1811 . 

" Since I had the honor of addressing your Lordship on 
the 11th instant I have received a particular account of the 
regiments composing the army of Portugal. It consists of 
twenty four regiments of French infantry, of which one, the 
130th of the line, was not in Portugal during the last 
campaign, and four regiments of foreign infantry, and four- 
teen regiments of cavalry, three of which were not in Por- 
tugal last campaign. 

" All the troops which were in Portugal last campaign are 
now in this army, with the exception of seventeen battalions 
of the 9th corps, belonging to regiments serving in the 
corps composing the army of the south, and three or four 
battalions of the 8th corps, also of the same description. 

^ Allowing very largely for the losses of the French army 
in the late operations in Portugal, I cannot suppose the 
regiments of French infantry to be reduced below from 
1000 to 1200 men each, or the foreign infantry below 500 
men each ; and on this ground I should suppose the army 
of Portugal now to consist of from 28,000 to 30,000 infantry. 
Sixteen of the regiments of cavalry which were in Portugal 
last campaign cannot now exceed from 200 to 250 men 
each; but the three which were not in Portugal arrived from 
France in the last autumn, passed the winter in Castille, 
^nd now consist of 400 or 450 men each. According to 
this estimate the cavalry would amount to from 3500 to 
4000 men. 

^ These estimates of the numbers of the army of Portugal 

I 2 
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agree with tlie reports I have received of them from a very 
intelligent Officer^, Captain Grant, of the 11th regiment, 
who saw them march through the Puerto de Banos, and 
with what I saw of them at the battle of Fuentes de Onoro, 
after allowing for the deduction, from the force opposed to 
us on that occasion, of the battalions of the 8th and 9th 
corps, since detached to the army of the south, and for the 
cavalry of the imperial guard still remaining in Castille. 
The estimate of numbers also agrees with what the enemy 
have stated of their own force, and with the accounts which 
I have received of the numbers of particular divisions. 

" The army of Portugal, however, may be stronger than I 
suppose, as I have only a list of the regiments and bat- 
talions, and their distribution in divisions, but not a return 
of their strength. I know also that there are three more 
regiments of -cavalry belonging to this army still in Castille, 
making the cavalry of the army of Portugal seventeen regi- 
ments of four squadrons each. 

" From the returns which I have of the army of the south, 
and supposing that the troops which joined Marshal Soult 
from Castille, with General Drouet, amounted to only 6000 
men, I have estimated that the force of infantry which he 
brought into Estrcmadura amounted to 25,000 rank and 
file, and thirteen regiments of cavalry, making a total in the 
two armies of from 50,000 to 55,000 infantry, exclusive of 
the garrison of Badajoz, and twenty seven regiments of 
cavalry, or about 7000 cavalry, besides artillery. 

" This estimate of the numbers of the army of the south 
likewise agrees with the accounts which I have received of 
them from different quarters. 

"In my dispatches of the 1 1th instant I apprised your 
Lordship that the 5th corps d’armee, and the greatest part 
of the cavalry of the army of the south, had been left in 
Estremadura, in communication with the army of Portugal ; 
and that from the returns I had reason to believe that the 
5th coi-ps consisted of 12,000 effective infantry. This would 
leave in Estremadura at present about 40,000 effective 
infantry, exclusive of the garrison of Badajoz, and between 
5000 and 6000 cavalry, besides artillery. 

" In the situation which Marshal Marmont will take upon 
the Tagus he may assist or may receive assistance by his 
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right from Marshal Bessieres in Castille, as well as assist or 
receive assistance from the 5th corps d’armfe in Estrema- 
dura, and that is the motive for talcing tip this position. I 
should imagine that Marshal Bessieres could bring together 
about 10,000 men, including Bonet’s division, now in Leon, 
&c., and the imperial guard. 

^ I have now the honor to enclose to your Lordship the 
last weekly state of the British troops in Portugal, and the 
morning state of yesterday morning of the troops com- 
posing the allied army actually in the field, from which your 
Lordship will observe that there are 44,810 rank and fi.le of 
infantry ; and, taking the number of cavalry from the horses, 
4299 cavalry, of which 3073 are British, besides artiHepry. 
In this state are not included the 68th, 77th, 32d, and 26th 
regiments, which have not yet joined the army ; nor the 
12th light dragoons ; the whole of which, with recovered 
men from the hospitals, may be expected to add 5000 men 
to our numbers in the course of the next fortnight. 

^ With this force it becomes a question whether any and 
what operation shall be undertaken. 

"With the fine and well-equipped army which we have, 
and with our cavalry in such good order as it is, and with 
the prospect of the renewal of hostilities in the north of 
Europe, I am most anxious not to allow this moment of the 
enemy’s comparative weakness to pass by without making an 
effort to improve the situation of the allies in the Peninsula ; 
and I proceed to inform your Lordship of what I think of 
the diflferent courses of operation which wc may pursue* 

" In the present season of the year it is quite impossible 
to undertake the siege of Badajoas. The loss of men frotn 
the heat of the weather and the unwholcsomcness of the 
climate in Estremadura, if the troops should be obliged tb 
perform any labor during the ensuing six weeks or two 
months, would exceed what might bc expected in a gcn03^ 
actiem. Besides, if this operation were to bo fiittethpt#!, 
Soult cdiild without difficulty increase the army in 
madi^ra from 10,000 to 15,000 men, and the eUemy woulll 
again have the superiority of numbers in the field. * 

"I had intended to endeavor to fall upon the arthy 
Portugal, if left to its^f by Seiilt’s movem^t to thie 
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from what I have stated to your Lordship of the relative 
numbers of the two armies now existing in Estremadura, 
you will observe that ours are but little superior ; that we 
are inferior in that principal arm in this open country 
cavalry; and therefore that any success which we mighi 
derive in a general action, to which I might bring the armj 
of Portugal and the 5th corps d’arm^e, would not be ver^ 
decisive ; and that, on the other hand, the loss which we 
should sustain, by the heat of the weather and by the Icngtl 
of the marches which we should be obliged to make, in ordei 
only to get water, would be very great. 

' The attempt to relieve Cadiz would certainly not suc- 
ceed. The 5th corps d’armee and the army of Portugal 
would follow our movements to the south, if they did nol 
attempt some offensive operation on the Portuguese frontiei 
in our absence ; and we should meet in Andalusia the whole 
force which lately obliged us to raise the siege of Badajoz 
with the addition to it of the force which was left before 
Cadiz. 

^ The next operation which presents itself is the siege oi 
Ciudad Rodrigo, for which I have so far prepared as tc 
have our battering train on the Douro. 

^ It would be necessary in this case to leave 10,000 oi 

12.000 men in Alentejo, to watch the movements of the 
5th corps d’armee, which would reduce our force to aboul 

45.000 men, to which Marmont and Bessieres would be 
equal, and superior in cavalry; and if the 5th corps were 
to be moved to the north of the Tagus, to co-operate in the 
endeavor to oblige us to abandon our object, our troops in 
Alentejo would follow the movement. But still the enemy 
would be equal to us in numbers, and superior in cavalry. 

‘ This enterprise, however, upon the whole promises best. 
We can derive some assistance from our militia in the north 
in carrying it into execution, and the climate in which the 
operation is to be carried on is not unfavorable at this 
season. If it should not succeed, the attempt will remove 
the war to the strongest frontier of Portugal ; and, if obliged 
to resume the defensive, the strength of our army will be 
centrically situated, while the enemy’s armies of the north 
and of the south will be disunited. 

" Under all these circumstances I am tempted to try this 
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enterprise. But I beg your Lordship to observe that I may 
be obliged to abandon it. In a case in which the relative 
force of the two armies will be so nearly balanced as in this, 
and particularly in an operation in the Peninsula of Spain, it 
is impossible for me to foresee all the events which may lead 
to this result. But the arrival of reinforcements to the 
enemy, or farther information of the enemy’s force, which 
should show them to be stronger than I now imagine them 
to be, or'the falling off of the strength of our army owing to 
the sickness of the troops, which I do not now expect, would 
necessarily oblige me to abandon the enterprise. 

‘ My intention now is to canton the army on the two 
banks of the Tagus, until the reinforcements have joined. 
In the meantime the train will be moved up the Douro, and 
the preparations will be made for transporting it to Ciudad 
Eodrigo ; and, when these are completed, I propose to put 
the army in motion to attempt the siege of that place, if I 
should find that circumstances afford a chance of success. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl qfLiverpooV * WELLINGTON. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord, ‘ Quinta de St. JoSo, ]8th July, 1811. 

‘ The army of Portugal broke up from their position on 
the Guadiana on the 14th instant, and have moved towards 
Truxillo. 

‘ I have not yet heard that any troops had passed that 
town towards Almaraz, or that the cavalry which had been 
about Talavera and Lobon had retired farther than Merida. 
But their intention is certainly to take a position on the 
Tagus, which shall be centrical to the north as well as to the 
south, from which they could move with facility to either 
c^uarter to which our operations may bo directed, and ip 
which they can receive the assistance of the troops in Old 
Castillo or in Estremadura, if they should require it. 

‘ They are fortifying the old castle of Medellin, as vvell as 
that at Truxillo, from which circumstance I judge that tihe 
communication between the army of Portugal and the Sth 
corps d’armee will be carried across the Guadiana, by the 
bridge of Medellin. 
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^ As the circumstances which induced me to occupy the po- 
sition in which the army now is no longer exist I propose to 
canton the troops for the present along the frontier, in those 
towns reported to be healthy, with the right at Estremoz, 
and the left across the Tagus, at Gastello Branco; and the 
troops are already in movement with that object in view. 

‘^ General Blake embarked his corps in the mouth of the 
Guadiana on the 6th, leaving General Ballesteros’ division 
of troops, and the cavalry of the 5th army, still in the 
Condado de Niebla. The troops sailed on the 13th; and 
General Ballesteros was near Ayamonte by the last accounts. 

^ As soon as General Blake’s corps embarked the body of 
the enemy’s troops which had marched towards the Gua- 
diana, and by the last account I sent your Lordship had 
turned towards Gartaya, retired from the frontier towards 
San Lucar, having heard probably that one of the objects 
whieh General' Blake had in view when he embarked was to 
make an attack upon that place. 

" I understand that the troops belonging to the 4th corps, 
which Marshal Soult bad brought into Estremadura, had 
marched towards Granada, so that there remain in Anda- 
lusia the 1st corps and the reserve ; the 5th corps and the 
greatest part of the cavalry being in Estremadura. 

, ^ r have heard nothing more of the action which it was 
reported had been fought near Astorga : and I have reason 
to believe that there was no foundation for the report upon 
that subj^t which General Silveira forwarded to me. 

^ There is nothing new on the side of Valladodid, except- 
ing that King Joseph had returned to Spain, and it is said 
arrived at Burgos with an escort of about 3000 men on the 
.5th instant. It is reported that he was to be followed by 
large reinforcements ; but no troops had arrived at Bayonne 
when I last heard from thence. 

, < A detachment of about 1000 men of the garrison of 
Salamanca had marched towards Bejar on the 10th, appa- 
rently to relieve Giuclad Rodrigo, which place Don Julian 
had for some time held closely blockaded. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

/ The Earl ofLiverpooV ^ Wellington. 
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MEMORANDUM 

Fo 7' Colonels Framingham and Fletcher, and Mr. Kennedy. 

‘Quinta de St. Joao, 19th July, 1811. 

‘ 1. The heavy ordnance and stores, and engineers’ stores, 
now embarked in the transports in the Douro, being required 
at Ciudad Kodrigo, measures must be adopted to remove 
them thither. 

‘2. They must be removed into boats at Oporto, and 
carried by water to Lamego. 

‘ 3. At Lamego they must be landed, and the ordnance 
remo^ved at once by 384 pairs of bullocks toTrancoso. Thef 
stores, that is to say, 350 rounds for each 18 pounder and 24 
pounder gun, and 160 rounds for each 10 inch mortar, to be 
removed to Trancoso, on 892 country carts. 

‘4. The engineers’ stores to be removed to Trancoso upon 
200 country carts. 

‘5. The 892 carts, mentioned in No. 3, to be unloaded at 
Trancoso, and to return to Lamego, to bring up to Trancoso 
the remainder of the stores. 

Upon the arrival of the second quantity of stores at 
Trancoso, the whole ordnance, 'and the stores for 350 rounds 
a gun and for 160 rounds each mortar, on 892 carts, and the 
engineers’ stores on 200 carts, to move to Ciudad Rodrigo. 

‘ 7. The ordnance stores to be unloaded at Ciudad Rod^ 
rigo, and the 892 carts to return to Trancoso for the second 
convoy.^ ; r 

‘ 8. Colonel Framingham to order from Lisbon to Opbnbo^ 
16Q0 barrels of powder, to complete the quantity alt that 
placO to what ^vill be suf&ci<mt for the shot arid shells with 
the battering train. 

‘ 9. Major Dickson is requested to proceed to Oporto, in 
Order to superintend the removal of the ordnance and stores 
from, thence, and Colonel Fletcher will send there an Offiriof 
of the^engincer department. - 

‘10. These OiSficers will communicate with the gen 
employed by the Com misery Generali, to collect the neces- 
sary Uoats and ^arts; and the matter should be 
such a manner as that the stores would be at Lamego at the 
time the carts would be ready tp remove them* 
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"11. The two companies of British artillery now at Lisbon 
to be ordered to Oporto by sea. 

" 12. Probable time these operations will take : 

12 days for Major Dickson s journey to Oporto. 

6 for the removal of the stores and ordnance 
to the boats. 

6 ,, from Oporto to Lamego. 

8 „ from the boats to Lamego. 

4 ,, from Lamego to Trancoso. 

4 carts to return and load. 

4 two trips to Trancoso. 

6 to Ciudad Rodrigo. 

6 to return to Trancoso. 

6 ,, to bring the second quantity of stores. 

62 days. ' Wellington.’ 

To Major General Peacocke. 

< SiR^ * Quinta de St. Joao, 19tli July, 1811. 

"I request you to apply to Admiral Berkeley for transports 
to convey to Oporto two companies of the Royal British 
artillery, which you will direct to embark when the trans- 
ports shall be ready ; and, on the arrival of these companies 
at Oporto, they are to place themselves under the orders of 
Major Dickson. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

* Major General Peacocke.^ ^ Wellington. 

To Major Generals Picton, Campbell, and Slade. 

" Gentlemen, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 20th July, 1811. 

‘ I have the honor to inform you that Don Carlos de 
Espaha has been appointed to command and to superintend 
all Spanish affairs in Castille, and that part of Estrcmadura 
north of the Tagus^ and to request you to communicate with 
him on the public service, and to give him countenance and 
support as far as may be consistent with the instructions 
which you will have received. 

" I request you to forward to head quarters any letters that 
he may send to you for that purpose. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Major Generals ^ Wellington. 

Picton, Campbell^ and Slade' 
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To Rear Admiral the Hon. A. Legge. 

‘ Sir, ^ Quinta de St. Joao, 20th July, 1811. 

^ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 15th, 
announcing your arrival at Cadiz, to relieve Admiral Sir 
Kichard Keats; and I assure you that I shall have great 
satisfaction in communicating and in co-operating with you, 
to forward the public service. Mr. Wellesley will make you 
acquainted with the state of affairs in this quarter. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Rear Admiral " Wellington. 

the Hon. A. Legge,^ 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 

‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 

^ My dear Bereseord, 20th July, ISll. 

^ In the existing situation of affairs I think it not impos- 
sible that I may be able to make the siege of Ciudad Rod- 
rigo, although the prospect that I should be able to effect 
that operation is become less favorable since the accounts 
have arrived of the fall of Tarragona. However, we shall 
have a very fine army of little less than 60,000 men, in- 
cluding artillery, in the course of about a fortnight ; and I 
do not see what J can do with it, to improve the situation of 
tlie allies, during the period in which it is probable that, the 
enemy’s attention being taken up with the affairs of the 
north of Europe, we shall be more nearly on a par of 
strength with him, excepting we undertake this operation. 
I have, therefore, at all events, ordered the battering train 
up the Douro, and the preparations to be made for moving 
it from Lamego ; and Dickson goes to Oporto to-morrow to 
superintend these arrangements. There would be no difS.- 
culty in them if we had been able to save Almeida : how- 
ever, it is useless to lament what cannot be easily rei&edied. 

" It will be necessary that the militia of the Tras os 
Montes, at least of the northern provinces, should be under 
arms during this operation, and that we should have the 
assistance of all that, in Beira, whether for work or for other 
objects. These regiments should, therefore, be immediately 
embodied in their districts, and they can afterwards be 
assembled in large corps. I expect that in seven weeks I 
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shall have matters in preparation for this enterprise; but 
before that time it will be necessary to have troops on foot 
in Beira^ to cover the movement of stores^ &c. : this will 
give the army something more than a month in canton- 
ments. 

^ Believe me^, &c. 

• MarsMl ^ Welli?<GTON. 

Sir W. C. Beresford, K.BJ 


To Marshal Sir W. C, Beresford^ K.B* 

‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 

^My dear Beresford, 20tll July, 1811. 

^ I received last night your letter of the 16tli. In respect 
to the protections from the recruiting laws of persons in the 
private service of individuals in the British army, I shall be 
very much obliged to you if you will let me know what is the 
law, and the practice under the law, in regard to the private 
servants of the Portuguese Officers, and the nobility and the 
gentry, and I shall desire to have the same exemptions in 
favor of persons in the private service of individuals in the 
British army. 

‘ I think I may reasonably claim the same exemption for 
them, because, generally speaking, every man thus employed 
sav^ a man to the ranks. There may be abuses cn our 
ride; but I believe I can prove there is oppression on that of 
the Portuguese Government. The Officers of the Govern- 
ment in general have been very uncivil to our Officers lately, 
and there exists a very general disposition among them to 
quarrel and complain for very trifling causes, and that dis- 
position is not a little encouraged by the Government. I 
should not like to see the convenience which an Officer de- 
rives from his servant depend upon any Portuguese kUtlib- 
rity ; as, in their present disposition, I should be certain that 
the servant would be obliged to march, unjustly perhaps, 
whenever it should suit the Portuguese authority to manifest 
his dislike. 

^ I have received your letters of the 17th and 18th. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Marshal , ^ WELLINGTON. 

Sir W. C. Beresford, K,B: 
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To Marshal Sir JV, C, Beresford, K,B. 

‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 20th July, 1811. 
rMv DEAR Beresford, 4 past 7 p.m. 

‘ We have with our train at Oporto one half of the powder 
which is necessary for our enterprise, which I communicated 
to you this day ; and I cannot discover exactly whether or 
not we have any more at Lisbon, or how much we have re- 
ceived from England of the different quantities for which I 
have written, or what we have done with any portion of it. 
We ought to have received 4000 barrels, besides what we 
had with our train. I believe we received 6000 barrels, and 
I know that General Howorth told me we had 7000 barrels 
when I ordered the last 2000 barrels for Elvas, and we 
ought to have therefore now 5000 barrels ; but I can get no 
information upon anything here. I therefore request that 
upon the receipt of this letter you will make inquiry what 
quantity of powder either we have, or the Portuguese stores 
have, or the Admiral has to spare, and send off to Oporto 
without loss of time 1600 barrels : there must be a large 
quantity of powder in the works which could be brought 
down, and it is desirable that this quantity should be sent 
as soon as possible from any place to Oporto. 

^ On the 6th of June I wrote to England for 4000 barrels 
of powder, 2000 to be sent immediately, and 2000 hereafter; 
and, if you should not be able to send any powder from Lis- 
bon, 1 beg you to explain the circumstance to the Admiral, 
and ask him to order a vessel to cruize off Oporto for the 
powder ships, and to take them in there. 

" In case you should not be able from our stores, from 
your stores, or from the Admiral’s, to send any powder to 
Oporto, I beg you to get the Admiral to send the enclosed 
letter to England by an express vessel. 

"" Believe me, &c. 

* Marshal " WELLINGTON. 

Sir W. a Beresford, K,B. 

^ P. S. It occurs to me that there is a very large quantity 
of powder in the British stores at Cadiz ; and I beg you to 
inquire upon this point from General Graham, and, if th&e 
should be any, to send it immediately, and to order tB C^brto 
what we want, if our wants cannot be supplied from Lisbon ; 
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it can easily be replaced when ours shall arrive from Eng- 
land. I have written to my brother to have preparation 
made to send off the powder as soon as your requisition 
shall arrive, for any quantity not exceeding 1600 barrels. 

^ W.’ 

To the Right Hon, Henry Wellesley, 

^ My dear Henry, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 20th July, 1811. 

' I received last night your letter of the 15th, and I now 
enclose my last dispatch and a confidential dispatch which 
I wrote to Lord Liverpool on the 18th. The fall of Tarra- 
gona will make some difference in the calculations on which 
my design is founded. But I hove ordered the prepara- 
tions for it, and I shall continue them till I find the plan to 
be impracticable. 

^ I am not sufficiently acquainted with the state of affairs 
in Murcia to decide whether it is right or necessary to 
increase the army in that quarter. You may depend upon 
it, however, that that army cannot be increased to such a 
degree as to enable it to make any effectual or useful pro- 
gress even against the 4th corps, which Soult has rein- 
forced, by sending back the division belonging to it wliich 
he had brought into Estremadura, much less such a pro- 
gress against the whole army of the south. But it might 
be necessary to reinforce the army of Murcia, to enable it to 
hold its ground, which, however, from all that I have heard 
of the country, I am inclined to doubt. The reinforcement 
of the army of Murcia, therefore, is neither more nor less 
than a rank job, and a very dangerous one in these tim(js. 

" In my opinion the most interesting points at present in 
Spain are the Sierra de Ronda and the Condado de Nicbla. 
The former, if the Spaniards should be obliged to act alone, 
is the fittest scene of their operations, and they would always 
have a retreat upon Gibraltar: the latter, if they are to 
combine their operations with ours, is the best, because the 
communication is shorter and more certain, and they would 
have a secure retreat into Portugal. In cither case they 
could be supplied with facility from Cadiz, or they could be 
drawn thither if the enemy were to prepare for a serious 
attack upon that position. 

^ A corps of 10,000 or 12,000 men, well equipped, in the 
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Sierra de Rond a, or the Condado de Niehla, would be a 
thorn in the enemy’s side, to which he must pay attention ; 
would be an effectual diversion for our operations ; and, if in 
the latter, would be ready either to join us through Portu- 
gal, or to march upon Seville, if we should be able, in a later 
period of the season, to make another attack upon Badajoz. 
It may be depended upon that, if the allies can only get 
hold of Seville for a few hours, the enemy must raise the 
siege of Cadiz ; and therefore it would appear most desir- 
able for the Spaniards to turn their attention seriously to 
that object. But it must be seriously* It must be at- 
tempted with a corps of 10,000 or 12,000 men, well equipped 
with what is necessary to obtain success, and in some degree 
disciplined ; and, if they once make such an establishment 
in one of those quarters, not only is their retreat secure, 
but the enemy must attend to them, or must give up Seville 
and the siege of Cadiz, 

^ This is the object I had in view when I proposed to 
General Blake to go to the Condado de Niebla, when he 
declined to join himself to us, after the last siege of Badajoz. 
But he has since embarked, and he looks to other objects, 
which are quite impracticable, as he may depend upon it 
are all offensive operations with the Spanish troops in their 
existing state ; and he will find that not only they are im- 
practicable, but that he removes himself and his troops from 
the real scene of action, in which he might be of some use, 
if he would remain quiet. 

‘ I have not talked with Castaiios or anybody upon this 
plan. The truth is, that it is impossible for any rational 
man to talk to any of them. They are visionaries and 
enthusiasts, who will not look at things as they really are ; 
and, although they cannot be ignorant of the truth of all we 
say of the miserably inefficient state of their army, tlmy talk 
and act as if it was an army, till some dreadful disaster 
happens, and they arc highly offended if in any discussion 
the truth, which ought never to be concealed in such a dis- 
cussion, is even hinted. 

^ I make you acquainted, however, with my intentions, and 
my opinion of the mode in which the Spanish force under 
General Blake could assist me most effectually, and ypu 
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will judge from circumstances whether the subject can be 
brought forward usefully at all^ and in what manner. 

‘ Austin, who has some sources of intelligence in Anda- 
lusia, tells me that the French intend to make a serious 
attempt upon Cadiz. The removal of the cannon from 
Badajoz looks like that plan, but it may be also with a view 
to the attack of Carthagena, which Soult had in contempla- 
tion. I understand that the Spanish Government, with their 
usual want of foresight, discontinued the works for the de- 
fence of the Tsla and the communication with the Isla, as 
soon as they were able to send some of the troops away in 
the end of February last, and have not yet resumed them ! 

' The thoughtlessness of this nation is too bad ! ! 

^ What do you mean should be done about the 47th 
regiment ? 

^ Ever yours most affectionately, 

‘ The Right Hon. H. Wellesley, " Wellington. 

^P. S. Just to show you what kind of people even the 
best of these Spaniards are, I mention that Abadia, who 
took leave of me at Elvas about seven weeks ago, after 
having remained in that neighborhood nearly three weeks, 
is still at Lisbon. They say he is sick; but a journey would 
recover him. If he had gone when he ought, his army 
would now have been ready for action. As it is, the season 
for any operation on the coast will be over before he will 
reach Coruna, and then there is work for two months in 
organization, &c. " W/ 

To the Right Hon, Henry Wellesley, 

" My dear Henry, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 20th July, 1811. 

‘ I am rather apprehensive that I shall want from 1200 
to 1600 barrels of gunpowder to complete the equipment 
necessary to enable me to carry on the operation which you 
will find, in my letter of the 18th, to the Secretary of State, 
I intended to carry on. 

I have desired Beresford, who is at Lisbon, to apply for 
assistance to the British stores at Cadiz, if he should not 
find what we want in our or the Portuguese stores, or in the 
Admiral’s ships; and I request you to tell General Cooke 



181L 


QUINTA DE ST. JOAO. 


129 


that I beg that any quantity of powder which may be in the 
British stores at Cadiz (not exceeding 1600 barrels), may be 
shipped and ready to be sent off at a moment’s notice, when 
he shall receive a requisition for it from Sir William Beres- 
ford. I will replace what he will send. 

" Ever yours most affectionately, 

' The Right Hon. H. Wellesley: * WELLINGTON. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

f My Lord, * Quinta de St. Joao, 20th July, 1811. 

' Since I wrote you on the 18th instant I have had reason 
to believe that we have not in Portugal the quantity of 
powder necessary to enable me to carry on the enterprise 
which I then informed your Lordship I intended to un- 
dertake. 

' I therefore trust that your Lordship will have ordered 
out immediately 2000 of the 4000 barrels of powder wliich I 
requested to have on the 6th of June ; and, if they should 
not have been sent before your Lordship will receive this 
letter, I beg that you will send them to Oporto without loss 
of time. 

' I have the honor to be. See. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ WELLINGTON. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

* My Lord, ‘ Quinta do St. Joao, 20th July, 1811. 

" I enclose a letter from Marshal Sir William Beresford, in 
which he has desired that the number of medical Officers 
attached to the Portuguese army may be increased from 
twelve to twenty, and that measures should bo taken to 
replace those become non-effective on account of ill health. 

" I would beg to recommend on this point the adoption of 
the rule which I liave made in respect to Staff appointments 
attached to the British army, viz., that those who hold them 
shall receive no emolument on account of them, if absent 
from their duty on account of their health for a greater 
length of time than two months, unless their absence should 
have been occasioned by wounds. However, severe it may 
appear to deprive an Officer of his emoluments, whos^ ab- 
sence may be occasioned by illness acquired in the perform- 

VOL. VIII. K 
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ance of his duiy in a bad climate, still, adverting to the 
abuse of sick certificates, and considering the right which 
the public have to expect that those paid for performing the 
duty of a Staff employment shall be efficient, I conceive that 
the justice of the rule will be found to preponderate over its 
severity. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of LiverpooV ‘ WELLINGTON. 


To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State, 

* My Lord, * Quinta de St. Joao, 20th July, 1811. 

I enclose a letter from Marshal Sir William Beresford, in 
which he has enclosed one from Mr. Wellesley, conveying the 
offer of the Spanish Government to appoint Sir William 
Beresford a Captain General in the Spanish army, in testi- 
mony of their approbation of his conduct in the battle of 
Albuera, upon- which I request your Lordship to state the 
pleasure of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Earl of Liverpool' ^ Wellington. 

To Major General R, Craufurd. 

‘ My dear General, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 2lst July, 181 1. 

^ I have received your note about Colonel Barnard. Pa- 
kenham consented to the arrangement you proposed as soon 
as it was proposed to him ; and I intended to send him to 
your division, but I waited till I should receive the report of 
the medical board on Beckwith’s case. I am not certain, 
however, that the most convenient arrangement for the 
.public service will not be that which you have proposed for 
the temporary command of the brigade, and Pakenham will 
do with pleasure whatever I wish him to do. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

Major General < WELLINGTON. 

R, Cravfmd* 


To General Leite, Governor qf Elv as, 

" ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 21st July, 1811. 

' I send herewith a soldier who was concerned in the rob- 
bery of. the house of Joana Euphemia Rita Silveira, in Elvas, 
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about which I wrote to you in the month of March last, and 
who can point out the persons who bought from him some 
flax stolen in the said house. I request you to send an 
OjSScer with him, to have the person pointed out who bought 
the flax, and that you will have this purchaser of property, 
which he must have known was stolen, dealt with according 
to law, and that the owner of the property, Joana Euphemia 
Rita Silviera, may have her property again. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ General Leite, ^ W ELLINGTON. 

Governor qfElvas, 


To Colonel Austin, 

^My DEAR Sir, * Quinta de St. Joao, 2 1st July, 1811. 

Adverting to my letter to you of the 13th, requesting 
you to form a magazine upon the Guadiana, for the supply 
of the Spanish troops, in case they should be obliged to 
retire into Portugal, I have to inform you that I have de- 
sired Mr. Kennedy to send from the Tagus to the mouth of 
the Guadiana a supply of flour and of forage corn for the 
magazine, as, under existing circumstances, it is much more 
easy for us to send these articles than to send money to 
purchase them. They will be entirely at your disposal. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

f Colonel Austin: ‘ Wellington. 


To Lieut. General Graham. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Quinta de St. Jo2b, 21st July, 181 1. 

" I have received your note of the 19th ; and I conceive that 
the same circumstances which render it expedient that yt)u 
should be suj^plicd with hoi'ses by some public arrangement 
apply to your aides de camp, Captains Hope and Stanhope J 
and I beg you will take as many of the horses sent out for 
the Officers of the cavalry as you may think proper. 

‘ You will have seen in my dispatch of the i8th that the 
enemy have moved; the cavalry left Merida on the 17th, 
when Cocks arrived there, and the army of Portugal are 
going into cantonments on the two banks of the TagUjS(. ft 
is said that the 5th corps have moved likewise ; But this I 
doubt. We are going into cantonments likewise ; ftttd, as we 

k2 
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are becoming very strong, I propose to endeavor to obtain 
possession of Ciudad Rodrigo. Some time will elapse before 
the train, which is on the Douro, can be brought up ; in the 
meantime the troops may as well be out of the sun. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut, General Graham.^ ^ WELLINGTON. 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

^ My dear Sir, ‘Quinta de St. Joao, 21st July, 1811. 

‘ The letter from Dorn Miguel Forjaz, to which I referred 
in mine of the 14th, is written to Marshal Beresford, and is 
dated the 1st Jul 3 \ It relates principally to the forts of 
Elvas, Campo Mayor, &c. : but the last paragraph, to which 
T refer, and of which I now enclose a copy, goes to assert 
that the subsidy has not been regularly paid. This I deny'; 
and the assertion ought to be contradicted. 

‘Believe me, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart* 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

‘Sir, * Quinta <le St. Joiio, 21st July, 1811. 

‘ I beg you to inform the Portuguese Government that it 
is my intention to repay to the Government the sums which 
have been advanced by General Silveira by my desire. 

‘ The delay which has taken place in transmitting an 
answer has been occasioned only by the necessity of putting 
the transaction into an official shape, and of making those 
who have received the advances from General Silveira ac- 
countable through the several departments in wliich they 
are serving. 

‘ I have the honor to be. See. 

‘ His Excellency ^ WELLINGTON. 

Charles StuarC 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

‘ Mv Lord, * Quinta de St. Joao, 2l3t July, 1811. 

‘ It appears by accounts which I have received from Mr. 
Wellesley, dated the 15th instant, that Tarragona was taken 
by storm on the 28th of June ; the 47th regiment, and the 
other troops which General Graham had lately sent to that 
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quarter from Cadiz, having arrived on the preceding day in 
the roads. 

^ I beg to draw your Lordship’s attention to General 
Graham’s dispatch of the 14th June, and its enclosures, upon 
the subject of sending to Tarragona the 47th regiment, and 
the plan of recruiting, and other arrangements connected 
with that measure, upon which I request to have your Lord- 
ship’s orders. 

I likewise beg to draw your Lordship’s attention to the 
future arrangements for the command at Cadiz, the troops 
at which place are now considered part of this army. The 
General Officer in command there has, however, always re- 
ported directly to the Secretary of State, and received his 
orders immediately from your Lordship ; and I have not 
ahvays been made acquainted with your Lordship’s instruc- 
tions; nor have I known whether the measures adopted 
there have been founded upon them. 

‘ ^ As long as there was in command at Cadiz an Officer of 
the rank and character of General Graham I had no objec- 
tion to this system. But I beg to inform your Lordship, 
that I cannot conceive myself responsible for the acts or 
conduct of any General Officer on whom the command at 
Cadiz may devolve, unless the correspondence with the 
Secretary of State is carried on through me, and I am made 
acquainted regularly with your Lordship’s wishes and in- 
tentions regarding that place. 

" It appears to me that the best plan would be to consider 
the troops at Cadiz, as those at Gibraltar arc, a distinct 
command. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Livei'poolf ' WELLINGTON. 

To Lieut, General Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart, 

‘ Q uinta de St. Joao, 22d July, 1 S 1 1 . 

" My dear Cotton, 8 a.m. 

" Tell De Grey to send me the usual certificate of his 
health. I cannot allow any Officer to quit the army on any 
plea whatever, excepting that of ill health. 

" In regard to , surely no man can contend that 

the want of a daily state for so many days was not a ground 
of complaint. Upon that ground I ordered the person 
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responsible to tbe Adjutant General (of Avhom in the first 
instance I complained) to be put in arrest ; and, upon being 

informed that - ’s inferiors were in fault (for fault 

there was), I said, let them be put in arrest. I do not think 
there is anything unreasonable or harsh in all this, and with 
every good disposition towards ^ he must not ex- 

pect that I shall recall anything I have ever authorized to 
be written respecting anybody, on any omission of duty in 
the army. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘Lieut. General ‘ Wellington. 

Sir S. Cotton, Bart' 


To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 

‘ Quinta cle St. Joao, 

' My dear Beresford, 22d July, 1811. 

' Brito was with me last night, and told me that he was 
obliged to go to the sea coast for the sake of bathing, upon 
which subject hg will probably apply to you. Ho leaves at 
Elvas a person who has always assisted him in giving intel- 
ligence, who ho says is capable. 

‘ Do you mean to promote Brito? It is certainly hard 
upon an Officer to employ him out of the line of liis pro- 
fession, and then not to promote him in his turn ; at the 
same time it does not answer to promote those who have 
ho knowledge of their duty. However, the practice of 
aggregado and gradragao may enable you to overcome the 
difficulty which certainly exists in this case. 

' Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal ‘ Wellington. 

8ir W. C. Beresford, K.B." 


To Vice Admiral the Hon, George Berkeley. 

‘ Sir, ‘ Quinta do St. Joao, 22d July, 181 ]- 

^ I have received your letter of the 20th instant, and, in 
consequence of the orders brought out by the Herr mg 
schooner, it is expedient to suspend the arrangement which 
I had proposed in my letter of the 17th, for sending to Sicily 
the Officers and men of the 9th light dragoons. I think it 
probable, however, that the arrangement, as originally pro- 
posed, will be resumed as soon as it shall be known in 
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England that I have brought from Cadiz to Lisbon the 
dismounted hussars of the 2d King’s German Legion, to be 
mounted on the horses of the 9th light dragoons. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

* Vice Admiral ‘ WELLINGTON. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley^ 


To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 22d July, 1811. 

' I return the letter to Marshal Beresford, in which I have 
marked the paragraph of which I complain. I sent you a 
copy of it yesterday. 

" I observe that Dom Miguel Forjaz’ last note contains 
the same unfounded statement, viz., that the subsidy has 
been in arrear, which I positively deny ; and what I aver, 
viz., that it has always been in advance, can be clearly 
proved by a reference to the state of the payments at any 
one period since June, 1809. 

' We cannot negotiate a loan here without the authority 
of Parliament, which is a very short answer to Dom Miguel 
Forjaz’ proposal to raise money by loan. Besides, if we 
could raise money in that manner, the British army must 
have their share of it. 

The question of money becomes more serious evei'y day; 
so much so, that Mr. Kennedy is going down to Lisbon to 
endeavor to effect an improvement. If this improvement 
cannot be effected, we must become bankrupt, as we have 
not a shilling. 

"We have got but very little for the Algerines besides 
my subscription; but that little shall be sent to you. 

" Believe me, &c. 

His Excellency "Wellington. 

Charles Stuart.^ 

To the Right Hon. Henry Wellesley, 

\ My dear Henry, ‘ Quinta do St. Joao, 22d July, 1811., 

. ‘ I have, received another account this day of the enemy’s 
preparations at Seville, which it is reported are intended 
either to push with vigor an attack upon Cadi?, or to 
dest^y Freire ; the • latter would lead to an attack upop 
Carthagena, which we know Soult has in view 
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^ It is very extraordinary that we should hear of these 
designs^ and not the Spanish Government ; and particularly 
that they should have had no intelligence^ and have taken 
no notice^ of the collection of heavy ordnance at Seville from 
Badajoz. They may depend upon it that this equipment 
has not been brought to Seville for no object, and that, if it 
begins to move upon Cadiz, it is the enemy’s intention to 
make a serious attack upon the position there. 

‘ You will of course send me the earliest intelligence you 
will receive of this design, and I will take care to reinforce 
Cadiz in time with some of our troops. But the Spaniards 
must look themselves a little to this subject, and must 
complete the works. 

^ Ever yours most affectionately, 

- The Right Hon. H. Wellesley: * Wellington. 

To the Juis de Fora, at Borba. 

^ Sir, ‘ Quinta de St. Joao, 23d July, 1811. 

^ I send herewith a soldier in the British army, who was 
lately concerned in committing a robbery at Elvas, in the 
house of Joana Euphemia Eita Silveira; and he sold some 
of the articles stolen, viz., sheets, and a table cloth, for five 
dollars, to a woman at Borba, whom he will point out to you. 
I beg you to attend, and see this person, and that you will 
recover the sheets, and send them to Elvas to the woman. 
I likewise request you to carry into execution the law 
against the woman who purchased the sheets, &c., as she 
must have known them to be stolen. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

« The Juiz de Fora, at Borba: " WELLINGTON. 

To Marshal Sir W, C. Beresford, KB. 

^ My dear BeresfORD, ‘ Portalegre, 24th July, 1811. 

" I am sorry to observe that the Government continue so 
unwilling to adopt the measures which you think necessary 
to supply what is required for their army, and at the same 
time to save as much as possible the expenditure of money ; 
but there is one very easy remedy, and that is, to order from 
England the articles which you think it necessary to have, 
and when they arrive their value shall be carried to account 
as so much subsidy. 
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‘ If the Government do not choose to adopt measures to 
feed their cavalry^ and the brigades of infantry, on the Por- 
tuguese establishment, I wish they would say so, in order 
that we might send these troops to the rear, and that I 
might not be supposed to have 50,000 men, when in reality 
I have not 40,000 for action. 

^ It would also be but fair towards me, if the members of 
the Government would explain to the Prince Regent of Por- 
tugal that they cannot maintain their army upon the fron- 
tier, that His Royal Highness might lay aside some of the 
prejudices which he has imbibed against me. 

^ In respect to Madden and Colman, I confess I think the 
latter has the better claim to obtain his British rank of the 
two. I think it as well to leave both till an opportunity 
shall occur for the Portuguese Government to make the 
request from the British Government. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* Marshal ' WELLINGTON. 

Sir rV, a Beresford, 

To Captain General Don F, X, Castafios, 

"My DEAR General, " Portalegre, 24th July, ISll. 

" I have had the pleasure of receiving your Excellency’s 
letter of the 23d. I do not think that the intelligence which 
I have received from Cadiz lends to prove that the enemy 
are about to carry into execution the plan which Soult had 
in contemplation for the attack of Carthagena. 

" The execution of this plan must be connected with the 
march of heavy artillery and stores from Seville, which does 
not appear to have been sent yet ; and I am therefore in- 
clined to believe that Soult will use the force of which he 
has the command at present in making a serious attack 
upon Cadiz. It is difficult, however, to form a decided 
opinion upon this subject, without having better information 
than I possess. 

" It is obvious that the removal of the heavy artillery 
from Badajoz was connected with a plan to attack either 
Carthagena or Cadiz ; and, if the people who gave informa- 
tion from Seville would watch the progress of this heavy 
artillery, the Spanish Government must be acquainted with 
Soult’s design. 
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^ One division of infantry^ wliieli belonged to the 4th 
corps, and came into Estremadura with Soult lately, has 
certainly returned to Granada; but it might have been 
desirable to reinforce the troops in that quarter, without 
reference to any plan of offensive operation, and Soult would 
still have a sufficient number of troops for the execution of 
his design against Cadiz. I request your Excellency to let 
me know whether you have received any intelligence which 
states that the division of the army of Portugal, wliich 
Colonel Grant informs me arrived at Plasencia on the 20th, 
had marched on for Ciudad Rodrigo. Colonel Grant men- 
tions that part of it was intended to march in that direction 
by Coria, but not that these troops had marched. 

^ I sincerely wish that your Excellency had an army with 
which you could carry into execution the plan of operations 
of which your Excellency has given the sketch in your letter. 
I have always found that, when I have undertaken an opera- 
tion which has removed me to a distance from the magazines 
of the army, the troops have starved. I have likewise found 
that when I have undertaken an offensive operation of great 
extent, and connected with the operations of the troops of 
Spain, the whole disposable force of the enemy has been 
turned against me with impunity. 

If I were to take the proposed position in the Sierra 
Morena, if my troops could survive the starvation whicli 
they would suffer, I should have Marmont, with the whole 
army of Portugal, to act on one side of me, and Soult, with 
the whole army of the south, on the other, leaving a division 
to maintain the blockade of Cadiz, and another at Granadi^ 
to observe General Ereire’s corps, in the same manner as 
during the late expedition into Estremadura for the relief 
of Badajoz. , And this collection of troops would be made 
with impunity, as the late collection was. Instead of alarm- 
ing King Joseph in his capital there, I should be too happy 
to be able to reach again the frontiers of this kingdom, in 
order to save my army. 

" All army under the command of your Excellency might 
be more successful in all these respects : but your Excellency 
may depend upon the truth of what I have repeatedly had 
the honor of stating to you in conversation, and that is, that 
until the Spanish armies shall possess regular resources, by 
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which they can be supplied during any operation which 
they may undertake; until they are equipped in such a 
manner that casual or trifling difficulties will not impede 
their operations ; and until the troops are disciplined, as all 
other troops are which are produced to meet an enemy in 
the field, it is useless to think of plans of co-opcration 
between this army and those of Spain, which must bo 
founded on the active offensive operations of all parts of the 
armies of all the nations. I should deceive myself, and you, 
and the Governments of both nations, if I were to en- 
courage such a notion ; and, if I were to undertake the 
execution of such a plan, I should incur the risk of the loss 
of my army for no object whatever. 

' Believe me. See. 

‘ Captain General ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Bon F. X. Castanos' 

To Major General Peacocke. 

^ Sir, ‘ Portalegro, 24th July, 1811. 

" I enclose a letter which I have received from Mr. 
French, complaining of want of room at the depot at Belem.' 

^ This complaint has suggested to me an improvement in 
our arrangements of the depdts, which I have long had in 
contemplation, which is, to divide the dep5t, having one 
part of it, consisting of men most nearly fit to join the army, 
at St, tTulian or Cascaes, or any large healthy building in 
that part of the country ; and the other part, consisting of 
men just dismissed from the hospital, in the barracks at 
Belem. 

Both parts of the depdt might be under the superin- 
tendence of the Commanding Officer of the depot at Belem ; 
but he might have a Commanding Officer under him, sta- 
tioned at that part of it which would be in the neighborhood 
of St. Julian. 

^ I beg you to endeavor to arrange this plan ; and you will 
fix with the medical Officers at Lisbon what part of the 
medical department shall attend that part of the depdt near 
St. Julian. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

^ Major General Peacocke.^ ‘ Welung^ON. 
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To His Excellency Charles Stuart 

^ SlR^ ‘ Portalegre, 24th July, 1811. 

1 have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 22d 
instant;, enclosing a complaint of some Officer, whoso name 
is not stated, for his conduct, and that of some soldiers, in 
enforcing a billet for Lieut. General Graham, granted by 
the competent authority, on the house of Senhor de Salles, 
at Lisbon. 

" A billet is a legal order, from a competent authority to 
the person to whom it is addressed, to provide lodging for 
the bearer of it; and Senhor dc Salles, to whom this order 
was addressed, refused to obey it; and the complaint is, that 
the British Officer, whose name is not stated, enforced the 
legal order of the Portuguese authority. 

^ I am at a loss to hnow what I am to do upon the state- 
ment of this case by the complainant himself, and by his 
friends, the Judge of the Police, the Magistrate of the 
Barrios, and the Secretary of State. 

^ It is impossible that the case can be made worse than it 
is by those who have already inquired into it ; and there 
may, and probably will, be denials, justifications, and reasons 
given for much of the imputed misconduct; but I have no 
hesitation in declaring, that if I Averc to pronounce judg- 
ment, even upon the aggravated statements which 1 have 
read, all of them on one side of the question, 1 should 
honorably acquit this unknown Officer. 

‘ I am ready to admit that it is very disagreeable to re- 
ceive strangers into the house in Avhich a family reside ; but it 
must also be admitted that it is very disagreeable to become 
the prey of the conqueror, and to be hewers of wood and 
drawers of water ” to the common enemy of mankind. 

^ On the other hand, it is not very agreeable to come to a 
foreign country to seek the enemy in defence of that 
country, and to leave our houses and our properties in order 
to assist in saving the houses, the properties, and the honor 
of strangers. 

" The law of Portugal has provided that Officers and 
soldiers shall be billeted upon private houses, and has 
inflicted this inconvenience upon individuals as one of the 
burdens resulting from the contest in wliich the country is 
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engaged to save all from the tyrant ; and during tlie whole 
time that I have been in Portugal, in every town in which 
thousands have been billeted, I can recollect but one com- 
plaint on the subject of billeting, excepting at Lisbon. 

" Having read, however, the inflammatory report of the 
Judge of Police, and of the Juiz dos Barrios, and of the 
Secretary of State, on the complaint of Senhor dc Salles, I 
am not astonished that complaints on this subject should be 
frequent at Lisbon, wJiere, if they did not receive encou- 
ragement from these high authorities, there ought, and 
would be none. 

^ This complaint, however, has at last brought the point 
lo issue, which I discussed in my letters to you of the 31st 
December, 1810, and of the 3d January, 1811. There is 
law in Portugal, or there is not. If there is law, it must be 
enforced in respect to the inhabitants of the country, as well 
as in respect to the British army. 

‘ The inhabitants of Portugal have duties to perform, and 
obligations have been imposed upon them by the law, in the 
critical situation in which their country is placed, of which 
one is to furnish lodging to the Officers and soldiers of the 
army upon the orders, called billets, of a magistrate. I beg 
to know from the Government whether the performance of 
these duties and obligations is to be enforced ; or whether 
the people of Lisbon in particular arc to be exempt from 
them, and arc to be encouraged by the magistrates to resist 
the law and the performance of these obligations, where the 
convenience of a British General Officer is concerned. 

*■ I have long seen the inutility of complaining to the Go- 
vernment on the conduct of any of the public servants. In- 
deed I have found it a useless waste of time to address 
them on any subject whatever ; and therefore I shall not 
trouble you to inalce any complaint of the conduct of the 
Judge of the Police in this transaction, who, instead of en- 
deavoring to conciliate in a case in which a General of the 
ally of the Prince was concerned, or, as was his duty, instead 
of enforcing the necessary law of the billets, has done every- 
thing in his power, in his report, to aggravate the supposed 
cause of complaint, and has become an advocate instead of a 
judge. 

‘ The case, however, is so flagrant, and the conduct of the 
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magistrate lias been so improper, and there has been mani- 
fested a spirit so hostile to the alliance, and so different 
from that which ought to exist, that, if I could entertain any 
hopes that the truth would reach the Prince Regent of Por- 
tugal, I would address his Royal Highness upon the subject. 

' I only hope that the time is not fir distant when tlie 
British army, tired of such conduct, will impart to the British 
nation the disgust which it must occasion, as well as the de- 
sire to leave to its fate a country in which, by the Govern- 
ment and the higher orders, they have been so unworthily 
treated. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ' W E LLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart.^ 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart, 

Sir, * Portalegre, 24th July, 1811. 

' I have the honor to enclose a list of the names of the 
Officers of the King’s German Legion who have subscribed 
279 Spanish dollars for the liberation of the Portuguese 
captives in Algiers. 

*^1 likewise subscribed the sum of 500 dollars ; and I hav(^ 
directed the Commissary General to pay these suras to thc^ 
Portuguese Government. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ^ Wklungton. 

Charles Stuart,’ 


To the Eight Hon, Henry Wellesley, 

" My dear Henry, ‘ Portalegre, 24th July, 1 811. 

" I have received your letter of the 18th. From the in- 
telligence which you have enclosed I do not think that 
Soult’s design is quite clear. The Spaniards arc as extra- 
ordinary in their mode of acquiring and detailing intelli- 
gence as they are in everything else. The whole world 
have seen the letters from Soult, in which he detailed his 
plan of operations in case he should be reinforced. He has 
been reinforced, and he has besides at his elbow the army of 
Portugal. But they forget this plan of Soult’s ; and the 
people who are employed to procure intelligence, and those 
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who receive it, are as wild in their notions as if they had not 
the advantage of a knowledge of the enemy’s design from 
himself. I acknowledge, however, that I have not yet re- 
ceived any intelligence which makes it quite clear whether 
Soult is about to push his attack upon Cadiz, or to make one 
upon Carthagena. But the march of the 5th corps, winch 
has certainly quitted Estremadura, will show what his 
plan is. 

I enclose a letter which I have received from , and 

my answer. This gentleman is as loose and as light as 
any Spaniard I know. He possesses all the defects of the 
Spanish character, with better temper and better manners 
than the Spaniards have in general. But in want of fore- 
sight he beats them all. 

" In respect to money for the Spaniards, I beg you will 
recollect that you do not expend a shilling at_ Cadiz which 
does not take so much from the military cliest of this army, 
from which disbursements to a considerable amount are like- 
wise making constantly on account of the Spanish Goverii- 
ment. We have never been in such distress as at present, 
and I can devise no means of relieving it. The Cortes and 
Spanish Government, if they could look at their real situa- 
tion, ought before now to have adopted a jdan for the relief 
of their finances, instead of whicli it is a subject of joke for 
Castahos. We have forced this measure upon tlie Portu- 
guese Government, and in the course of a very short time 
their finances will be in a very flourishing state, if I can con- 
trive to pay them any part of the subsidy in money with any 
degree of regularity. But this is impossible, and still more 
so to support our own army, if wc are to give money to the 
Spaniards, either by way of loan or of gift. There would bc‘. 
no difficulty in cither if the Spanish Government would ar- 
range the American questions ; but they will not do lliis ; 
and in my opinion to give them specie is impossible. 

' I am much afraid that it is too late to call in the Princess 
of Brazils to the Kcgcncy. But, as 1 before told you, I ap- 
prove of that measure, having altered my opinion upon it. 1 
do not think there is any reason to apjirchend evils from her 
influence over the Portuguese Government. First, I do not 
think that she would have any influence ; and next, if she 
had, I have brought matters almost to that state that it is 
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nearly indifferent what tiie Portuguese Government do ; and 
indeed I never give myself the trouble of writing to them, or 
of consulting their opinion on any subject whatever. 

' Ever yours most affectionately, 

‘ The Eight Hon. H. Wellesley.\ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


To Major General Hotistoun, 

^ My dear Hotjstoun, ‘ Portalegre, 25tli July, 1811. 

^ I am concerned to receive so bad an account of your 
health. ; but you must go, if you cannot stay ; and I have 
only to lament that we are. so unlucky as to lose you. In- 
cluding yourself, we shall have nine General Officers gone, 
or going immediately, and five more want to go. 

^ As, however, the regulations of the army arc applicable 
to all, I request you to send me the usual application for a 
medical board on your case, after whose report the whole 
transaction will be in a regular train. 

' Believe me. See. 

* Major General Houstoun.* ^ WELLINGTON. 

To Marshal Sir W, C. Be)'esfo?'d, K.B. 

^ Sir, ‘ Portalegre, 25th July, 1811. 

^ I enclose the answers to two complaints from Coimbra, 

which you recently transmitted to me, against Captain 

of the — th, and Mr. of the commissariat, from whicli 

you will observe, that there was originally but little ground 
for complaint, and that, as usual, the Portuguese authority 
that complained never intended, and did not wish, to sub- 
stantiate his complaint. 

VWhile writing upon this subject, I cannot avoid ob- 
servin,g, that the persons in authority at Lisbon have ap- 
peared tonne lately to encourage these frivolous, and gene- 
rally groundless, complaints from the officers of the Govern- 
ment, to which I am induced to attribute the number of 
them which I have lately received ; at the same time that 
those who make them manifest the usual disinclination to 
substantiate them. I have strong reason to believe that 
they are generally without foundation ; as I have for some 
time observed a visible improvement in the conduct of the 
soldiers towards the people of the country, and certainly, 
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those crimes, for which so many soldiers of this army have 
been executed, now occur but rarely. It cannot be credited 
that the soldiers who shared their provisions with the in- 
habitants of the country, to save them from starving, should 
afterwards ill treat the same inhabitants ; and I am there- 
fore very apprehensive that the frequency of groundless 
complaints lately is to be attributed to the excitement of 
the spirit of complaint by the Government. 

^ However, I shall continue, as I have hitherto done, to 
inquire into every case brought forward which appears to 
afford ground for inquiry; and I hope that the Portuguese 
Government will discover, before it is too late, that the mode 
of saving their country is not to excite discontent against 
the British nation, by whose assistance alone they can bo 
saved. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Marshal ^ W E LLINOTON. 

Sir JV. C. Beresford, ICB: 

To Marshal Sir W, C. Beresford, K.B, 

' My DEAR Beresford, ‘ Portalegre, 25tli July, 1811. 

^ In my opinion, it is necessary that Austin should con- 
tinue to incur the expenses for intelligence. 

^ I have called for fresh returns of payments to the army, 
and have informed Mr. Stuart that I shall never cease to 
represent upon this subject till the whole arrears are cleared 
off*. 

^ I am so confused with the numbers of the regiments of 
the Portuguese cavalry, that I do not know one from another, 
or what regiments are in brigades togethex*. I understood 
that the 6th and 9th cavalry wei’c at Estremoz, and were tlie 
cavalry allotted for the garrison of Klvas, to which place it 
was desirable they should go, as Estremoz is in tlie line of 
our cantonments. Barbacena's brigade is in our 2d division 
of cavalry, and has been put into Klvas and Campo Mayor, 
as its cantonments, and to assist the cavalry of those garri- 
sons in preserving their communications. 

" The militia of Lower Beira must continue assembled; but 
I have no objection to half a company at a time having 
leave, provided the other half company remains with the 
regiment complete. 

VOL, vni. 


i* 
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^ I am much obliged to you for the trouble you have taken 
about our parade ; we shall now be complete in everything. 

" Believe me^ &c. 

‘ Marshal ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Sir W. C. Beres/ord, K,B: 


To Lieut, Colonel Torrens^ Military Secretary to the 
Commander in Chief, 

^ My dear Torrens, ‘ Portalegre, 25 tli July, 1811 . 

^ Cadogan has desired me to write to you about his bro- 
ther, a Captain in the 71st regiment, whom he is very de- 
sirous of having sent out here, in order to do duty with the 
71st regiment. He is very low down among the Captains, 
and, as Commanding Officer of the regiment, Cadogan cannot 
order him to join the battalion in Portugal. But, if he could 
be sent out in any manner, he would be very glad to have 
an opportunity of instructing him in his duty. 

^ I have got the army under cover from the sun for a little 
time, till the reinforcements shall come up and some of our 
numerous wounded shall recover, and while the preparations 
are making for an enterprise which I intend, if possible, to 
try; and, as usual, all the Officers of the army want to go 
home, some for their health, others on account of business, 
and others, I believe, for their pleasure. 

General Spencer is going, because General Graham has 
come from Cadiz; General Nightingall is gone; General 
William Stewart, General Lumley, General Howorth, and 
Colonel Mackinnon, likewise, on account of their health; 
Colonel Beckwith likewise going for the same cause : General 
De Grey has asked to go, because he has put his shoulder 

out ; and 1 have this morning an application from 

for leave to go, as his spleen is out of order. To this list 
add General Dunlop, General Hay, General Cole, and Ge- 
neral Alexander Campbell, who have applied to go to settle 
their affairs ; and you will see how we shall stand for want 
of General Officers. General Leith still absent. I have 
also innumerable applications for leave from Officers of all 
ranks. Till we can get the minds of the Officers of the army 
settled to their duty we shall not get on as we ought. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut, Colonel Torrens^ ' WELLINGTON. 
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To Vice Admiral the Hon. Qeorga Berheley. 

^ Sir, ‘ Portalegvc, 25th July, 1811. 

‘ I have received your two letters of the 22d instant, and 
I am much obliged to you for the information which they 
contain. 

" I have directed that the train and stores may be disem- 
barked from the ships in the Douro ; but it is desirable that 
the ships should remain for the present in that river. The 
ship of war which convoyed them thither might be employed 
on any other service you might think proper. 

" I am obliged to you for sending the detachment of artil- 
lery to Oporto. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* Vice Admiral ^ WELLINGTON. 

the Hon, O. Berkeley^ 

To Vice Admiral the Hon. George Berkeley. 

' My dear Sir, * Portalogre, 25th July, ISll. 

‘ The Prince of Orange is about to take advantage of the 
army being in cantonments for a short time, to visit Cadiz, 
and even, eventually, Gibraltar, if the winds should be favor- 
able. He proposes to go to Cadiz by Ayamonte ; and I shall 
be very much obliged to you if you can make it convenient to 
have a ship of war at Ayamonte to take him to Cadiz, and 
thence to Gibraltar, if it should be expedient for him to go 
there, and to bring him back to Ayamonte ; the same vessel 
to taJce our money at either, or both places, if there should 
be any at Gibraltar. The Prince of Orange will be at the 
mouth of the Guadiana about Thursday or JFriday next, and 
I shall recommend him to the Commanding Ojffiicer in 
Algarve, Colonel Austin; 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* Vice Admiral ^ W ELLINGTON, 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.^ 

To Lieut. Colonel Torrens, Military Secretary to the 
Commander in Chief. 

' My PEAR Torrens, * Portalogre, 25th July, X8U. 

' Li^uL Colonel Colborne of the 66th regiment (who also, 
by the bye, is going home for his health) has sent me word 
tWt he is v^y desirous of remaining with thii 

L 2 
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with this view, of eSecting exchange with Liieut. Colonel 
Ross, of the 52d, who it appears is going to Ceylon with 
General Brownrigg. I do not know anybody so fit to suc- 
ceed Ross in the command of the 52d as Colhornc, Arbuthnot 
being, I am afraid, in such a state of health as to render it 
hopeless that he will ever be able to talcc the command of 
tlie reo'iment in the field- 

^ Believe me, &c. 

^ Lieut. Colonel Torrens: ' Wl-.LLlKGTON. 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

c ‘ Portalcgro, July, 1811, 

^ I have had the honor of receiving* your letter of tlic 22(1, 
enclosing a paper regarding arrears of pay to the Poriu- 
gnese troops; and I have called for returns to show whether 
the statements in that paper are correct, and for returns to 
be made every three days of the state of the payments, till 
the whole of the arrears arc paid off. 

/ As the British Government supply tlic pay for 30,000 
Officers and men, and the gratuity for the Officers of the army, 
and the subsidy, is not^ and has never been, in arrear, the 
pay of the 30,000 Officers and men, and the gratuity to tlic 
officers of the army, ought never to have been in arrear, 
whatever may, have been the financial distresses of the Go- 
vernment, if the subsidy had not been misapplied. 

shall continue to give yon information on this subject 
till I shall find that the arrear is entirely paid off. 

^ I have the honor to be, 

* His Excellency < 

Charles Stuart.' 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart, 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Portalegro, 2iHii July, ISH. 

‘I have just received your letter of the 2;id ; nnd 1 en- 
tirely concur with you, that, till the Junta do Vivercs arc 
abolished in tolo, the new subsidy cannot be given i,o the 
Portuguese Government. You may proceed on the princi- 
ple of all the letters which I have written to you ou this 
subject, with a certainty that I shall concur with you. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

>HisExceller>cy ‘ Wki.UNOTuN. 

Cha^rles Stuart: 
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To the Right Hon, Henry Wellesleij, 

" My dear Henry, ‘ Portalegre, 25tli July, 1811. 

' I wrote to you on the 20th to request that you would 
urge the Commanding Officer at Cadiz to have 1600 barrels 
of gunpowder embarked, and in preparation to be sent to us, 
if Sir William Beresford should require them. I find that 
we shall not want this powder; and I shall be obliged to you 
if you will tell the Commanding Officer at Cadiz that the 
preparation may be discontinued, and that the powder may 

be rclanded. 

^ Ever yours most affectionately, 

^ The Right Hon, H Wellesley: ^ WELLINGTON. 

To Lord Eldony Lord High Chancellor, 

‘ My Lord, ' Portalegre, 25th July, 1811. 

" I have tlic honor to enclose the copy and translation of a 
letter which I have received from General Blake, in answer 
to one which I wrote to him, to transmit the resolutions of 
the Houses of Lords and Commons of Great Britain and 
Ireland of the 7th June, on the subject of the battle of 
Albuera. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

< The Lord High Chancellor: ^ Wellington. 

[^4 letter in similar terms to the Right Hon, the Speaker 
of the House of Commons.’] 

To the Earl of Liverpool^ Secretary of State, 

* My Lord, ‘ Portalegre, 25th July, 1811. 

" I enclose the last weekly state, likewise the morning 
state of the troops in the field of the 23d instant 

"The T2th light dragoons, the 2Gth, 28 th, 32d, 77th, 3d 
bait., and 95th regiments, arc not included in the latter, not 
having yet joined the army. 

" I have given leave to Lieut. General Sir Brent SponceP 
to go to England, at his own desire, in consequence of 
Lieut. General Graham having arrived at Lisbon to join the 
army in the field. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ' WELLINGTON. 
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To the Earl of Liverpool) Secretary of State, 

^ ]VIy T iOT? Tij * !Port3.l6grG, 25tli July^ 1811* 

The enemy’s cavalry left Merida on the morning of the 
17tli, and Major Cocks’ piquets were in that town shortly 
afterwards. 

^ The enemy have since continued their march upon 
Almaraz; and, on the 20th, one division of infantry had 
arrived at Plasencia, which town, I imagine, will be the 
farthest advanced of their cantonments on the right of the 
Tagus. On the same day Marshal Marmont was at 
Almaraz, and other divisions had marched from Truxillo, in 
the same direction. One division of infantry and some 
cavalry still remained at Truxillo, according to the last 
accounts. The 5th corps had broken up in Estremadura, 
and marched towards Andalusia. 

^ The allied army under my command have taken up the 
cantonments towards which I informed your Lordship in my 
last dispatch they were marching. 

^ I have reason to believe that the French troops did meet 
with a check in an attack which they made on a dctaclmumt 
from the army of Galicia at Puente de Orvigo, on the 24th of 
last month. 

' There is nothing new in the north. King Joseph was at 
Valladolid on the 10th, and proceeded on the 12th on his 
journey towards Madrid. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

' The Earl of Liverpool," ^ WklujsOTON. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary (f State, 

^ My Lord, . ‘ Portolcgro, ‘25th July, 1811. 

"I beg to draw your Lordship's attention to the letter 
which I addressed to your Lordship on the Gth of June, in 
regard to the want of powder in this cojuntry. It is very 
desirable that the 4000 barrels therein required should be 
sent out at an early period, and that arrangements should 
be made to send out hereafter 2000 barrels in addition to 
that quantity. 

" I have the honor to bo, &c. 

< The Earl of Liverpool: ^ Wellington. 
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To Major Dickson^ R. A.* 

^ My dear Sir, ‘Portalegre, 26 th July, 1811 . 

" I write just to let you know that the powder, deficient of 
the quantity necessary for our object, will be sent from Lis- 
bon to Oporto without loss of time. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* Major Dickson, ‘ Wellington. 

To Major General the Hon. C. Colville, 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Portalegre, 26 th July, 1811 . 

" I have received your letter of the 24th. The placing 
the 77th in your brigade is only a temporary arrangement, 
to make it of due strength till the 1st batt, 5th regiment 
shall arrive, when that battalion will be sent to you, and the 
77th removed. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

^ Major General ' Wellington. 

the Don, C* Colville^ 

To Major Genei^al Alexander Campbell. 

" My dear Campbell, ‘ Portalegre, 26 th July, isii. 

^ I enclose two letters, which 1 beg you to send by an 
Officer to the Juiz do Fora at Sabugal, and desire the Juiz 
de Fora to send a trusty person with one to Almeida, and 
another person, on whom he can depend, with that for Don 
Julian Sanchez to Fuente Guinaldo, where will be found a 
detachment of his troops. 

" Believe me, &c 

‘ Major General * WELLINGTON. 

A . CamphelV 

To Major General the Hon. G. L. Cole, 

‘ My dear Cole, * Portalegre, 26 th July, 181 1 . 

" The scene shifts in this extraordinary war so frequently, 
and so many unexpected circumstances occur alFecting our 
situation, that it is difficult to say at what period it is pos- 
sible to allow an Officer to (juit the army. 

* Major General Sir Alexander Dickson, K.C.B., then Captain Dickson, R. A., 
and Major in the Portuguese service. TTie details and superintendence of the 
sieges were principally confided to him. 
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* now an enterprise in progress^ whict, in the 

course a short time, will bring us all out of our canton- 
if it should be successful will give a new turn 


todtfairs. 

^ You ought not to go now^ therefore. Whether you can 
go in winter will depend upon circumstances and events^ for 
which I cannot answer, and upon which you bad better 
delay to determine till you shall see how affairs stand. 

" Believe me, &c. 

^ Major General ^WELLINGTON. 

the Hon. G. L. Cole: 


To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K,B, 

\ My dear Beresford, ‘ ‘ Portalegre, 26 th July, 1811 . 

^ I concur entirely with you about Dickson’s merits, and I 
will endeavor to get for him the rank of Major. The man- 
ner in which he was employed at the two sieges of Badajoz, 
and that in which he is now employed, will make a distinc- 
tion in his case, of which I will avail myself in my recom- 
mendation of him to head quarters. 

^ I shall leave two divisions in Alentejo, unless the 5th 
corps should cross the Tagus to co-operate with the army of 
Portugal in impeding our enterprise. 

^ We are a good deal embarrassed in our cantonments by 
your sick horses. Would it not be desirable to move away 
everything of this kind as far to the rear as Evora, where 
they would be well supplied, and quite out of our way ? 

‘ I hope to send up the account of your commissariat 
expenses for feeding the Portuguese troops to the 24th 
June, from the 25th April. This will give the best esti- 
mate of the expense for future months. 

‘ In the meantime Mr. Kennedy has furnished me with 
an estimate of the expense of feeding 2000 men and 2000 
horses for thirty days, which amounts to 41 contos of 
reis, 11,050/. sterling. If we feed 16,000 men and 1600 
horses, the expense will be 88,000/. per mensem, which is 
something more than double the amount of the charge for 
April, in which vras not included transport to the expense of 
magazine. Plowever, the actual charge will probably not 
amount to tins sum. ' ' 

^ First, we do not feed 1600 animals. 
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^ Secondly, some of the articles estimated are riot ahyays 
paid for, such as wood; and others, such as wine, and some- 
times forage, are not always issued: but I should think that 
the actual charge would not amount to much less than 
70,000^, per mensem. 

Believe me, &c. 

* Marshal " WelliKGTON. 

Sir W. C. Beresfordy K,B? 

To the Right Hon, He7iry Wellesley, 

* My dear Henry, ^ Portalegre, 26th July, 1811. 

" I enclose my last dispatch. Since writing it I have re- 
ceived accounts that Bessieres had brought 10,000 or 12,000 
men to Benavente, in consequence of which Santocildes had 
retired one march behind Astorga. 

" The Prince of Orange is going to Cadiz, and 1 shall 
give him a letter of introduction to you. 

" Ever yours most affectionately, 

* The Right Hofi, H. Wellesley: ' Wellington. 

T 0 Lieut, General Sir Stapleton Cottony Ba^'t, 

* My dear Cotton, ‘ Portalegre, 27th June, 1811. 

^ I am very much annoyed by ’s conduct- By 

this unfortunate obstinacy he will be in a bad scrape, and 
he deserves that an effort should be made to save him ; but 
no man can be allowed to insult his Commanding Officer. 

‘ I did not recollect that I had told you that Captain 
Byrne should go home. 1 am convinced there is no reason 
why he should go; but if I told you he should, he shall go; 
and I must write to the Secretary at War by next post, to 
say that I had allowed him to go. He must have leave, 
however, for only two months. 

^ I am concerned to hear of the bad condition of the 13th 
dragoons. 

^ I must make a movement to our left, and place the 
greatest part of the army, and at least your division of 
cavalry, on the other side of the Tagus ; but, if the 13tli 
dragoons are in such bad condition, they must be left bC' 
hind, and Ave must take the 14th instead. 

^ I must take some decided steps about the iSth dragoons. 



154 


PORTUGAL. 


1811. 


It is too bad that they in particular should be so unfit for 
service. 

* Believe me, &c. 

* Limt. General ‘Wellington. 

Sir S, Cottony Bart.' 


To Colonel Austin. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Portalegre, 27th July, 1811. 

^ I have received your letter of the 2 1st. General Cas- 
tanos certainly informed me of the intention of the cavalry 
of the 5th army to return through Portugal into Estrema- 
dura; but I concluded that of course they would wait for a 
military route before they would march, and that, till that 
was called for, I did not think it necessary, or rather it did 
not occur to me to apprise you of this march. 

‘ I now enclose you the route, and beg you to fill up the 
days, and apprise the British Commissary at Beja, &c., 
when they will pass each place, that they may be prepared. 

" Believe me, &c. 

‘ Colonel Austin: ‘ WELLINGTON . 


To Lieut. General Graham. 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Portalegre, 27th July, 1811. 

^ I had the pleasure of receiving your letter of the 24th 
last night; and I write to let you know that there is no 
reason why you should hurry yourself from liisbon. 

‘ Upon a comparison of the strength which wo can bring 
upon one point with that which the enemy can collect in 
Castille, I think I have a chance of succeeding in taking 
Ciudad Kodrigo, and the preparations are in progress for 
that enterprise. 

" I can certainly undertake nothing else at present which 
would at all improve the situation of the allies in the Penin- 
sula; and, adverting to the facility with which the French 
march corps from one side of the Peninsula to the other, 
and to the little detriment to their interests which results 
from the abandonment of a province or kingdom to collect a 
large force against us, I must consider it not improbable 
that I shall be obliged to abandon the enterprise. The 
preparation for it, however, will take up a considerable time. 
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and you will see that there is no occasion for your hurrying 
yourself. 

We have reports^ as usual, that Ciudad Rodrigo is but 
ill supplied with provisions, for which I believe there is no 
more foundation than for these reports in general. 

^ It may be advisable, therefore, that we should approach 
the place a little earlier than I at first intended ; and with 
this view, and because the whole of Marmont’s army have 
crossed the Tagus, I am sending more troops across, and I 
have it in contemplation to make a general movement to 
our left. 

^ Soult certainly intends to avail himself of the large force 
he now has in the south to make an effort against the posir 
tion of the allies at Cadiz, or to obtain possession of Car- 
thagena. I do not think it quite clear which plan he will 
follow. He has certainly sent to Granada the division of 
the 4th corps which was lately in Estremadura, and, it is 
said, some troops under La Tour Maubourg ; but I believe 
these last are cavalry only, which would not be of much use 
in an attack upon the Isla de Leon. These reinforcements 
may have been sent to enable Laval (who I believe now 
commands the 4th corps) to keep Freire in check, as this 
last General had lately made some progress, and had got as 
far as Guadix. 

' I am inclined to believe he will attack Cadiz, as I have 
not heard that any of the heavy ordnance moved out of 
Badajoz has been sent from Seville towards Granada, and I 
suspect that it is going down the Guadalquivir unobserved 
by those who are employed to procure intelligence for the 
Spanish Government. 

' I have written to my brother about the state of the 
works on the Isla de Leon ; but, from all I see and hear, I 
am very apprehensive that the affairs of Spain are nearly 
irretrievable. There is no money, and there are no means 
of getting any, and there are no disciplined troops. Even 
if we should strike a fortunate blow I fear that we should 
do them no good. 

" Till Soult’s design upon Carthagena is manifest nothing 
can be more absurd than to send Blake’s corps into Murcia, 
where they have already 20,000 men opposed to 5000 
French, which may have been increased to 12,000 by the 
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first reinfarcement from Estremadura, and probably to 
14^000 by the last. My opinion is, that Blake’s corps 
should be employed either in the Sierra de Rond a or in 
the Condado de Niebla, as this may be depended upon 
(although the Spaniards will not admit it), that they may 
increase the corps in Murcia to any extent they please ; but 
they will not be able to drive the French out of Granada. 

^ The strength of their corps in Murcia, therefore, ought 
to be fixed with a view to a defensive w’^ar in a very strong 
country, and should be increased in proportion as the 
enemy, by the increase of his force, and his other measures 
in that quarter, should manifest a design to attack Gar- 
th agen a. 

^ A force stationed in Niebla, or the Sierra de Ronda, 
would always have a secure retreat. From cither situation 
they would threaten Seville, which is the foundation of the 
enemy’s existence in the south of Spain. In Niebla they 
would be in direct communication with us, and they might 
be equipped in such a manner as to render it quite impos- 
sible for Soult to move all his troops, with impunity, upon 
us ; and from Niebla or La Ronda the troops might be 
brought to Cadiz, with facility, if wanted. But this plan 
will not be adopted, because it docs not afford ground for 
anybody to boast for a few days that the enemy will be 
overthrown, and that the southern provinces of Spain will be 
relieved. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut, General GraJiam: " WELLI^’CTON. 

To Major General L. CraufanL 

‘ Portalogrc, 28th J uly, 1811. 

' My dear General, n a.m. 

" The orders were sent from hence, I believe, two days 
ago, for you to march, not exactly with a view to a mere 
change of cantonments, but to a service which 1 think it 
probable you will he able to perform, which I will explain 
more fully when I shall see you, which will probably be in a 
day or two. The fact is, that I am about to move the whole 
army farther to the left, and I want to get your division in 
your old place at the head of our cantonments. 

^ Murray will send the orders by your aide de camp; and 
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I wish tliatj if you can with convenience^ you would go to- 
morrow. 

^ Believe ine^ &c. 

* Major General ^ WELLINGTON. 

i?, Craufurd^ 

To Major General Alexander Campbell, 

" My dear Campbell, ‘ Portalegre, 28th July, 1811. 

" Upon referring to your letter of the 28th to Murray, I 
observe that you complain that the soldiers receive their 
balances at the depot at Belem. I rather think that you 
must be mistaken with regard to this fact. They may 
receive money, necessaries, &c., at Belem ; but I , conceive 
tliat they cannot, under existing orders, receive the balance 
due on their accounts. Let me know how this fact stands. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* Major General ' WELLINGTON. 

A, Campbell,^ 

To Vice Admiral the IIo7i George Berkeley. 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Portalegi-e, 29th July, 1811. 

^ Lord Blantyre has written to me to propose to transfer 
to the navy a boy by the name of John Fraser, who is so 
prone to desertion that they cannot keep him with the 42d 
regiment. I have sent him to the Provost at Lisbon ; and, 
if you have no objection to taking him, I request you to 
desire General Peacocke to send him on board any ship you 
please, and I will discharge him from the 42d. He will not 
be at Lisbon for some days. 

' Believe me, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral " W'elliNGTON. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley" 

To Major General JR. Craufurd, 

‘ My dear General, ‘ Portalegre, SOth July, 1811. 

' I am very much distressed by the contents of Lieut. 
Bell’s letter of the 28th to General Murray; and I heg that 
in future the General Orders of tlic army may be attetidcd 
to in the Light division, which require that, when a soldier is 
so unwell as to be unable to maxxh, he should be sent to the 
general hospitab • ' • ' 
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I am perfectly aware of the inconvenience and loss of 
numbers attending this order ; but I am also aware of the 
impossibility of finding conveyance for the removal of an 
accumulation of sick with the several divisions of the army, 
at the moment it may be necessary to order them to march ; 
and 1 am convinced that the loss of numbers would 
eventually be greater than it can be under the system 
which has been ordered. 

' I would also beg to draw your attention to the order 
which was issued only on the 23d instant, in regard to the 
immediate issue of clothing, &c., brought up for the troops. 
Obliged, as wc arc, to bring from Lisbon every article of 
food, and of equipment of all descriptions for the troops, it 
is impossible to find conveyance to draw after tlio regiments 
the clothing, &c., which they may require. What the 
troops want should be issued to them as soon as it reaches 
the regiments, and the means of conveyance should be 
delivered to the commissariat, to be applied to other 
purposes. 

Obedience to this order may sometimes be attended by 
inconveniences, but they are ti'ifling in comparison with the 
inconveniences which all would suffer from a disobedience of 
it. If the troops in the Light division arc to disobey these 
orders, others will do the same; and we shall end by being 
obliged to employ the xneana of conveyance which we can 
get in removing sick, when the General Officers command- 
ing divisions should choose that they should be sent away ; 
and in carrying clothing, which the Commanding Officers of 
regiments may find it convenient to bring with tlicir regi- 
ments ; and the movements of the army must be cramped. 

^ It is very desirable that the General Officers com- 
manding divisions should understand that the divisions 
under their command respectively are only parts of an 
army, which must be governed by system and rule ; and 
that every departure from the system ordered, and the rule 
laid down, however convenient to the particular division, 
must be inconvenient to the ai'my at large, and therefore 
detrimental to the service. 

" I have ordered that the men of the Light division loft 
at Gastello de Vide may be removed to the hospital at 
Abrantes, and that the clothing belonging to the 43d may 
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be sent after the regiment ; and I beg that it may be issued 
to the soldiers the day it reaches the regiment. 

Believe me, &c. 

‘ Major General ^ Wellington. 

i?. Craufurd' 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresfordt K.B. 

'My DEAR Beresford, ‘Portalegre, 30th July, 1811. 

^ I have received another letter from General Picton re- 
specting the state of Arentschildt’s mules. You will be good 
enough to equip the 9 pounder brigade ; as the others are 
nearly useless, and there are not enough for the 6 pounder 
brigade, it would be better to send these away. 

' It is very desirable that we sho\dd send to a distance 
from the army all useless animals incapable of work. Cries 
of want of forage are coming from all parts; animals with 
sore backs, or useless from want of condition, eat as much 
liay and straw as others ; and there are numbers of the 
Portuguese army of this description mixed up with the 
troops. I shall be very much obliged to you if you will 
order all the disabled horses of the Portuguese cavalry, and 
the disabled mules of the artillery, to Evora, which will be 
out of everybody’s way, and they will get forage there, and 
recover. 

' Believe me, &c. 

' Marshal ' WELLINGTON. 

Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B: 

To Major General Peacocke, 

' My dear Sir, ‘ Portalegre, 30 th July, 1811 . 

' Although anonymous letters in general deserve no atten- 
tion, and I feel but little inclination to attend to the com- 
plaints of the people of Lisbon about billets, still, when a 
fact is stated against any Officer, it is fit that it should be 
inquired into. 

‘ I therefore enclose you the extract of an anonymous 
letter which I have received regarding the conduct of the 

Paymaster of the regiment, in a house in which he 

was lately billeted at Lisbon ; and I request you to find out 
what house it was, and to go or send to the owner, and find 
out whether there was any, and what, cause to complain. If 
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there was any ground for 'complaint I beg you to have the 
story of the complaint taken down in writing, and to send it 
to me. 

" Believe me, &c. 

‘ Major General PeacockeJ ^ Wellington. 

To Major General Peacocke. 

' My DEAR Sir, ‘ Portalegre, 30th July, 1811, 

^ I did not explain myself sufficiently in my letter to you 
on the subject of the division of the depOt at Belem. I am 
desirous tliat it should be divided if j)ossiblc ; and that the 
soldiers who are nearest to being fit to join the army should 
be sent to a distance from Belem, as proposed in my former 
letter. 

^ I request, therefore, that you will endeavor to arrange a 
plan for the division of the dep6t, notwithstanding that you 
have procured a building in the neighborhood of the bar- 
racks at Belem which will liold 800 men. 

^ Believe me. See. 

‘ Major General Peacocke: ' WELLINGTON. 

To the Earl of Livei'pool, Secretary of State. 

' My Lord, * Gastello Branco, 1st August*, 1811. 

^ As Mr. Kennedy had written to the Commissary in Chief 
regarding our want of money, I did not think it necessary to 
trouble your Lordship upon that subject ; nor should I do so 
now, if I did not feel the utmost anxiety upon it, particularly 
as these wants will materially afiect any prospect wc may 
have of carrying on the war offensively. 

^ The army subsist at present almost entirely upon sup- 
plies brought from the sea coast, and cither imported from 
England, or purchased at Lisbon with bills drawn upon 
England, not to bo negotiated in the Peninsula. 

" Your Lordship may conceive the detail and labor, and 
expense of transporting all that such an army consumes, 
excepting meat and straw, so great a distance, by land and 
water conveyance, and will judge how these must be in- 
creased by the increase of distance, parlicuarly of land car- 

* Lord Wellingtoa was promoted to the rank of General in Spain and Por- 
tugal on the 3l8t July, 1811. 
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riage. The land carriage is also materially increased in this 
season, in consequence of the rivers ceasing to be navigable 
for a great part of the course for which they are usually 
navigable till July. 

^ Notwithstanding the saving of the demand for money, 
which has resulted from the mode in which we have sub- 
sisted the army hitherto, I am sorry to say that we have not 
had enough to pay the army to the 24th June, whereas they 
ought to be paid, according to His Majesty’s regulations, to 
the 24th August. The bat and forage allowances due to the 
Officers of the army in March last have not been yet paid, 
and the winter bA.t and forage allowances will be due in 
September ; and the Spanish muleteers, by whose aid alone 
we can exist at all under the system which we have been 
obliged to adopt, have generally not been paid for six 
months- 

* It may be depended upon that no supplies can be pro- 
cured in Spain without ready money to pay for them ; but 
your Lordship will see that we have no means of purchasing 
supplies in Castillo, or any fertile district near which we may 
be able to carry on our operations ; and that we must still 
rely solely upon the long, complicated, and laborious com- 
munication with our magazines upon the coast, which will 
become more difficult and precarious in proportion as the 
distance will be increased. 

" Under these circumstances, notwithstanding that I am 
convinced that His Majesty’s Government have done every- 
thing in their power, I venture again to draw their attention 
to the subject. If so small a sum as 100,000 dollars in 
specie could occasionally be sent to this country, I am con- 
vinced it would have the best effects, if only in enabling the 
Commissary General to keep down the rate of exchange, 
and increasing the confidence of monied men in the resources 
of Great Britain. 

‘ I liave heard that 2,000,000 of dollars for the merchants 
of Cadiz have lately arrived from Mexico ; a part of which 
sum, I have no doubt, will be secured for the use of the 
army : but the whole of this sum would scarcely defray tlie 
demands upon the military chest which 1 have above db- 
tailcd to your Lordship, which must be paid in specie,, 
besides the others of a contingent nature, depending upon 

VOL. VIII, M 
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the possibility of assuming the offensive ; and at all events 
the supplies of specie to be procured for bills would be 
increased:, and would be procured at a cheaper rate, if it 
was known that any sum whatever in specie (the amount of 
which need not be stated) was periodically received from 
England. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Earl qf Liverpool.^ ‘ Wellt>"GTON. 

To the Earl of Liverpool^ Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord, * Gastello Branco, Ist August, 1811. 

" Since I addressed you on the 25th of July I have re- 
ceived intelligence which has induced me to believe that the 
garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo was very ill supplied with 
provisions ; and that Don Julian Sanchez had been more 
successful in preventing the introductiim of supplies from 
the country than I had imagined the limited force under his 
command would have enabled him to be. I have therefore 
moved the whole army to their left, with the intention, if I 
should find the intelligence which I have received to be well 
founded, to blockade Ciudad Rodrigo immediately. If, 
however, I should find it otherwise, or if, as I imagine, the 
the enemy have within these last two days introduced a 
supply of provisions into the place, I propose that the army 
shall take up its cantonments in Lower Beira instead of 
Alentejo, till all the preparations will be completed for the 
further operation which I intend to carry on against Ciudad 
Rodrigo, if circumstances should permit it. 

* I propose to leave General Hill, with the 2d and General 
Hamilton’s divisions of infantry, and part of Sir William 
Erskine’s division of cavalry, in the Alentejo, to observe the 
enemy’s movements on that side. 

‘ I had been misinformed respecting the movements of the 
5th corps when I addressed your Lordship on the 25th July. 
They had not then quitted Estremadura ; but I understand 
they are now in march towards Andalusia. 

' The army of Portugal remain in the positions which I 
informed your Lordship that they occupied in my dispatch of 
the 25th July, excepting that the division at Plasencia has 
extended through the mountains to Bejar and Banos. 

" By a letter from General Silveira of the 2l8t July, which 
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I received on tlie 26tlL I learned that General Santocildes 
had retired with the army of Galicia from the neighborhood 
of Astorga to Manzanal on the 17th, in consequence of 
Marshal Bessieres having collected at Benavente a force, 
consisting of 11,000 infantry and 1500 cavalry. General 
Santocildes intended to endeavor to maintain himself at 
Manzanal ; and, although I have not heard from that quar- 
ter since the receipt of General Silveira’s letter of the 2 1 st, I 
imagine that the enemy have been satisfied with obliging 
Santocildes to retire to the mountains, as I learn from Don 
Julian, from Ledesma, on the 26th, that a detachment of 
Bessieres’ troops, consisting of 6000 men, had arrived on 
that day at Salamanca ; and I have since heard from other 
quarters that these same troops had moved with a convoy 
towards Ciudad Eodrigo. These two last reports, however, 
have not been confirmed from any other quarter, or by any 
accounts from Don Julian since the 26th. 

" It is rci)orted that Marshal Soult is gone to Granada ; 
but this report has not been confirmed. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ WELLINGTON. 

To Major General Alexander CampbelL 

* My dear Campbell, ‘ Gastello Branco, 2d August, 1811. 

‘ It is very evident to me that you have not before you a 
true statement of the case regarding the payment of soldiers 
in the dep6t at Belem ; and I beg you tlierefore to delay to 
give any orders, or, if you have given orders upon the sub- 
ject, to recall them, till I shall have inquired how this matter 
really stands. It cannot be as you suppose it is. 

" Believe me, &c. 

* Major General " WELLINGTON. 

A, Campbell: 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Berefford^ K.B. 

‘ My dear Beresford, ' Gas tollo Branco, 2 cl August, 1811. 

" I have received your letter of the 29th. In all the dis- 
cussions which we have with the Portuguese, as well as the 
Spanish, Government, on the subject of the resources for the 
war, one would imagine they had no interest, or a n^inor 
interest, in carrying it on ; and that we were the principal?, 

M 2 
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and tliai they were conferring an obligation upon ns in 
doing what is necessary, not only to preserve their inde- 
pendence as nations, but their lives and fortunes as indivi- 
duals. I protest against such notions; and I declare again, 
that if I find the Portuguese Government do not allot every 
shilling of the revenue which can be so allotted to carry on 
the military operations, do not improve their resources to 
the utmost, and do not carry into execution the laws to bring 
forward the resources of the country for the army, I will not 
consent to give the increase of subsidy, and I shall recom- 
mend to the British Government to give no more than the 
subsidy of 1810. 

^ I have long been convinced that there is no chance of 
success in this war, unless the Governments and people of 
the Peninsula should exert themselves really for their own 
salvation; and I shall be satisfied with no half measure. I 
shall be obliged to you if you will hint these sentiments to 
Dom Miguel Forjaz. 

" The mules whicli wc have bought have cost us lately 150 
dollars each. 

^ I do not understand the answer of the l^ortugucsc Go- 
vernment to my proposition respecting Monsanto. Don 
Carlos de Espana was desirous of having a place in wliicli 
he could lodge ammunition, &c., to be delivered to the 
guerrillas, and which would afford him a secure retreat for 
the dep6ts of corps, and the recruits raised in Castillo and 
Estremadura, in- case the enemy should advance ; for wliich 
purpose I xn'oposcd that Monsanto might be given over to 
him. This place has long been abandoned by the Portu- 
guese Government : they will not, and have it not in their 
power, to garrison it, and the enemy consequently had pos- 
session of it last summer ; and yet they say that Don Carlos 
de Espana shall have the place, provided a Portuguese 
governor and the Portuguese civil authorities shall remaiu 
ill it. There is neither Portuguese governor nor garrison, 
and I suspect only a Juiz Ordinario. 

^ The question is, whether the Government will give the 
place over to the charge of Don Carlos de Espana and a 
Spanish garrison, or whether they will not ; upon wliich I 
should be glad to have an answer in the affirmative or the 
negative, as soon as may be lu’acticablc. Of course Don 
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Carlos will have nothing to do with the place, and I shall 
lodge no ammunition in it, under the circumstances proposed 
by the Portuguese Government. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

^Marshal ^ WELLINGTON. 

Sir W. a Beresford, ILB: 

To the Bis^ht Hon. Henry Wellesley. 

‘ My dear Henry, ‘Gastello Branco, 2d August, 1811. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 26th July, and I now 
enclose the copy of my dispatch to Government of yesterday. 

‘ The opinion which you say prevails at Cadiz is very 
little promising ; but I do not see in what manner you can 
combat it, or, if you could, that it is any concern of yours. 

‘ Great Britain did not bring Spain into the contest. On 
the contrary, the war, in its commencement, and throughout 
its progress, has been carried on by the Spaniards without 
reference to our opinions, and generally in direct contradic- 
tion to our recommendation ; and then we arc to be blamed 
and abused, because, contrary to our own judgments and the 
plain dictates of military expediency, we do not choose to 
enter upon wild and visionary schemes which we have not 
the means of accomplishing. 

‘ The Spaniards forget that, by the folly and treachery of 
thedr own Officers, they have been brought to the state in 
which they now find themselves; and wc do not remind 
them sufficiently often of these circumstances ; and that the 
cause for which wc arc contending is theirs csscntiall}’’, what- 
ever may be the degree of interest which wc feel in it. 

‘ Who lost the battle of Ocana, contrary to our advice 
and iiitrcatics, and consccpiontly Andalusia? Who gave 
up Badajoz treacherously, when wc were moving to their 
assistance ? Are wc to blame if the Spanish armies arc not 
in such a slate as that they can be opposed to the enemy? 
or if the Cortes have neglected ilicir duty, have usurped the 
powers of the executive government, and have misspent 
their time in fruitless debates ? Arc wc in fault because, 
by the mismanagcmcn4: of the American colonics, the world 
has been deprived of its usual supply of specie, and Great 
Britain in particular cannot find money to carry on her own 
operations, or aid the allies ? 
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" Let any one Spanish transaction be examined, and the 
inexperience and folly of the principal people in Spain will 

be manifest. I apprised of my intention and plan 

for attacking Ciudad Rodrigo, and him alone; the success of 
which depends principally upon the length of time during 
which I can keep it concealed from the enemy. Some 
Spanish women at Portalegre were apprised of tlic plan by 

him, and it must reach the enemy ! ! ! Yet is one 

of the best of them. 

^ Look at Abadia’s conduct in respect to Galicia. Ex- 
amine any transaction in which they have been concerned, 
and it will be found characterized by delay, weakness, folly, 
or treachery ! And then we are to be told that our political 
object is to ruin Spain ! 

‘ It is rather a curious circumstance that I have received, 
in the report of a conversation between two French Generals 
at-Salamanca, the account that the French attributed to us 
the same motives. 

" I have already apprised you of my opinion of the practi- 
cability of assisting Spain with money ; and I now enclose 
you the copy of a dispatch which I wrote to I^ord Liverpool 
yesterday, upon our own wants. 

' How we are to get through an operation upon the 
frontier I do not know ; and if the muleteers should leave 
us, which they ought, there is an end to the war, as far as 
we are concerned in it, as it will be quite impossible to carry 
it on at a distance from the points at which the rivers cease 
to be navigable. 

" I do not think it quite clear that Soult has left Seville, 
though Austin, who has the best intelligence, says he has. 

" Ever yours most affectionately, 

' The Right Hon. H Wellesley" ^ Wellington, 


To Lieut. General Hill. 

' My bear Hill, ‘ Pedrogao, 4th August, 1811. 

^ I received yesterday your letter of the 1st, and the 
enclosure from Lieut. Mackworth; and I now enclose the 
letter for Marmont, which he desires to have, and which I 
request you to forward to Truxillo if you can, if not, to 
Badajoz. 
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" Desire tlie Officer who goes with the letter to he very 
cautious iu his coiniiiunications with the French Officer re- 
specting the movements of the army. He may say, if asked, 
that the cantonments have been altered, and that my head 
quarters are in a quinta near Portalegre. He must say 
that he belongs to my Staff ; and, upon the whole, both be- 
cause it would be difficult to get to Truxillo, and because it 
might be discovered at that place that we had marched, I 
consider it best that he should go only to Badajoz. 

I write this letter to Marmont only because you desii*e 
it ; but I am positively certain that it will answer no purpose 
whatever. 

^ I have been moving pretty quickly, and have not yet 
had time to write you instructions applicable to the different 
cases which may occur while we may be separated, but I will 
do so this day or to-morrow if I can. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Hill: ‘ Wellington. 

To Marshal Marmont^ Due de Ragttse. 

‘ Au Quartier Gr6n^ral, 

" Monsieur le Marechal, ce 4 AoQt, isii. 

" Ayant re^u hier une lettre de la part de Monsieur le 
Lieut. Mackworth, qui est prisonnier de guerre a Truxillo, 
par laquelle il m’apprend que votre Excellence 6tait dispose 
a le renvoyer a Tarmee Anglaise si j’en fesais la demande, 
en echange pour un Officer du meme rang, prisonnier de 
guerre en Angleterre, qui serait renvoy^ de suite en France^ 
j’ose vous prier de faire cet arrangement, et de me nommer 
rOffieier prisonnier en Angleterre que vous desirez soit 
renvoye en France, et je m’engage qu’il sera renvoye de 
suite. 

" J’ai rhonneur d’etre, &c. 

‘ Le Marechal Marmont ^ ^ We llin gton . 

Due de Raguse." 

To Marshal Sir W. C, Beresford., K.B. 

‘ My dear Beresford, ‘Pedrogao, 4th August, 1811. 

" I have received your letter of the 31st July. It is quite 
impossible to allow General Hervey to go to England at 
present. 
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^ Tlie officers of the corps of guides must of course not 
be promoted over the heads of the seniors. I only wish 
that when their seniors shall be made Lieutenants, they 
may be made Lieutenants aggregados. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* Marshal ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Sir W, C. Beresford, K.B: 

To Vice Admiral the Hon. George Berkeley* 

^ Sir, ‘ Pedrogao, 4tli August, 1811. 

‘ Major General Lumley’s state of health requiring his 
immediate return to England, I shall be much obliged to 
you if you will give directions that he may be accommodated 
with a passage in the first man of war which may sail for 
that country. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral ( WELLINGTON. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley^ 

To Vice Admiral the Hon. George Berkeley. 

'Sir, ‘ Pedrogao, 4 th August, 1811. 

" I have this day received your letter of the 30th July. I 
consider it desirable that the battalion of Royal Marines, 
under the command of Major Williams, should still be 
detained at Lisbon, but that all the marines belonging to 
the ships of the squadron under the command of your 
Excellency should be sent to their ships. 

‘ I have the honor to bo, &c. 

* Vice Admiral ‘ Wellington, 

the Hon. G. Berkeley J 

To Major General Needham. 

' My DEAR General, ' Pedroguo, 4th August, 1811. 

' I have received your letter of the 8th July. I concur in 
the recommendation of Lieut. Colonel Sutton to bo promoted 
to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in the service of His 
Majesty, because Lieut. Colonel Sutton had distinguished 
himself in the Portuguese service, and be deserved that 
promotion. 

‘ Major Offley, who has retired from the Portuguese 
service, is likewise a very good Officer, and may distinguish 
himself likewise when he shall have an opportunity j but he 
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has not yet had the opportunity, therefore I cannot recom- 
mend him for promotion. 

^ I am sorry that Major Offley should feel hurt at the 
promotion of Lieut. Colonel Sutton; and particularly so, 
that I cannot with justice to others attend to your request 
that I should recommend Major Offley for promotion. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* Major General Needham: ‘ Wellington. 

To Lieut. Colonel lorrens. Military Secretary to the 
Commander in Chief, 

^ Sir, ‘Pedrogao, 4th August, 1811. 

^ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 2d 
July, regarding Lieut. of the — dragoons. 

‘ I beg to observe, that in an army so large as that under 
my command, and so dispersed as it is in general, and the 
communications between one part of the country and the 
other being so difficult as they are in Portugal, it is not at 
all times possible to collect the members of a Court Martial, 
and the witnesses who it is necessary should attend it ; and, 
when a General Court Martial is assembled, its proceedings 
must necessarily be suspended when the army, or that 
division of the army to which the members belong, are in 
operation against the enemy. 

^ Lieut. was brought to trial in the month of Sep- 

tember last at Niebla, upon charges preferred against him 
by Colonel Sir Granby Calcraft, before a General Court 
Martial, of which Major General Slade was President. 
Before the Court could conclude its proceedings the move- 
ments of the enemy obliged it to adjourn, and the members 
to return to their duty ; and, shortly afterwards. Captain 
Percy, one of the members, was taken prisoner, and two 
others. Major Butler and Captain de la Motte, were obliged 
to quit the country on account of their health; and the 
number of members w^as reduced to a President and eleven. 

^ It then became a question, upon which doubts were 
entertained, in what manner it was legal, just, and proper, 
to proceed to the trial of Lieut. , upon which I for- 

warded the enclosed memorandum to the Judge Advocate 
General. 

" When his answer arrived the army was again engaged 



170 


PORTUGAL- 


1811. 


in operations against the enemy. The regiments to which 
some of the members of the Court Martial, the prosecutor, 
the prisoner, and some of the witnesses belonged, were 
detached to the frontiers of Andalusia, while others were 
on the frontiers of Old Castille; and it would have been 
impossible to assemble all the parties till the army collected 
in the end of June on the frontier of Estremadura. 

‘ In the meantime Lieut. Fox, the principal witness for 
the prisoner, was killed ; and I then received the letter 
from Colonel Lord Edward Somerset, and its enclosure 
from Lieut.' , which I now transmit. 

' Upon receiving that letter 1 deemed it proper to pardon 

Lieut. , and to order that he might be released from 

his arrest, in a letter, of which I enclose a copy, from the 
Adjutant General; notwithstanding that, His Royal High- 
ness will observe, by the perusal of the copy of the pro- 
ceedings of the Court, as far as they had gone, that Lieut. 
was not entirely free from blame. 

^ I am much concerned if any Officer suffers from delay 
in bringing him to trial, or in bringing his trial to a con- 
clusion. It can be no object to me to delay a trial ; on tlui 
contrary : but I must take care that the trial, when it does 
take place, is one in earnest, and that all the witnesses who 
can throw light on the charges are present to give their 
testimony, and that the law and the Articles of War nvo 
attended to ; and also that the members of a General Court 
Martial are with their regiments and brigades at the lime 
the troops are engaged in operation against the enemy. 

' If the mode of trial by Court Martial is inconvenient on 
active service, the fault is in the law, and, I hope, not in the 
mode in which it is carried into execution. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* Lieut, Colonel Torrens.^ * Wellington. 

To Lieut. Colonel Torrens, Military Secretary to the 
Commander in Chi^. 

‘ My dear Torrens, * Pedrogao, 4tli August, isu. 

" I have received your letter of the 16th, with the enclosure 
from Colonel Hamilton. 

" Our cavalry were in very bad order, because they were 
very hard worked, in very bad weather, in a country in whicli 
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there was very little forage. All the arrangements of catts 
could not have remedied this inconvenience. 

‘ Mr. Kennedy, as Commissary General, is at the head of 
the transport department, and is perfectly capable of con- 
ducting it, and does conduct it as well as any man can. I 
should not wish to have anybody sent out from England to 
perform the duties now performed so well by Mr. Kennedy. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. Colonel Torrens' ^ Wellington. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

" My dear Lord, ‘ Pedrogao, 4th August, 1831. 

^ I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s letter 
of the 17th July, in which you have enclosed the copy of a 
memorandum of the 13th .July, which you had received from 
His E-oyal Highness the Commander in Chief, in regard 
to the enlistment of Portuguese recruits for the British 
regiments. 

" The people of Portugal agree remarkably well with the 
British soldiers. I have never known an instance of the 
most trifling disagreement among the soldiers or Officers of 
the two nations. The Portuguese soldiers eat the same 
food, and, as military men, adopt the same habits as our 
soldiers, including, in some instances, their disposition to 
intoxication ; and therefore I should think it a preferable 
inode of introducing them into the British service, to place 
them indiscriminately in the same companies with recruits 
raised in His Majesty’s dominions. Each individual would 
then be more likely to conduct himself on. every occasion, 
and in all circumstances, as a British soldier. However, 
there is no reason to believe that the Portuguese soldiers, 
if collected in separate companies, would behave otherwise 
than well in any situation : and, if that mode of incorporating 
them be preferred, I see no objection to it. 

I am apprehensive, however, that your Lordship is much 
mistaken if you imagine that you could increase your num- 
bers to any great extent by the adoption of this measure. 
It could not be attempted without the consent of the Portu- 
guese Government ; and I do not think that they could be 
prevailed upon to give their consent to our enlisting a single 
man. 
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^ Your Lordship is prohahly not aware that the whole 
military force of Portugal is raised by a conscription, not 
very different from that which prevails in France ; and that, 
according to the ancient constitution of Portugal, every 
individual is obliged to serve in the regular army, in the 
militia, or in the ordenanza, as an Officer or a soldier. 
Those who might enlist to serve in the British army there- 
fore, would, in proportion to their numbers, decrease the 
number of those liable to be called upon to serve in one of 
the Poiinguese military establishments ; and this plausible 
reason would afford the Portuguese Government ground for 
a refusal to grant permission to enlist recruits in Portugal, 
to which they would adhere. 

^ But if the Portuguese Government should, contrary to 
my expectation, grant permission to enlist recruits, I believe 
that we should get but very few, notwithstanding the known 
attachment of the people to us. 

^ The people of Portugal, in general, arc agriculturists, 
and, like those of the same description in all other countries, 
are very little disposed to military service. As I have before 
stated, they are obliged by the ancient law of their country 
to serve, otherwise I believe that very few of them would bo 
found in the ranks ; and they are very much addicted to 
desertion (not to the enemy) in their own country, as well as 
in Spain. 

^In Lisbon and Oporto some recruits might be got; but, 
to show your Lordship how few, I may mention that an 
attempt was made, under the patronage of the present 
Patriarch, to raise the Lusitanian Legion by enlistment, 
instead of by conscription, and two battalions were never 
completed ; and their losses by desertion were so great, 
and their gains by recruiting by the mode of enlistment so 
small, that in a very few months after they were raised it 
was necessary to give up the mode of recruiting by enlist- 
ment, and to allot the Lusitanian Legion to one of tlic 
provinces, to be completed with recruits raised within the 
same by conscription. 

" The recruits for the Lusitanian Legion, however, w^erc 
raised principally at Oporto, and some might be raised at 
Lisbon; but to show your Lordship how few, and how 
difficult it would be to detain in the service those enlisted 
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there, and how unlikely the Government would be to consent 
to our enlisting recruits there, I may mention that, even 
with the assistance of the conscription, they have never 
been able to keep the Lisbon regiments complete, notwith- 
standing that, with their usual partiality to that city, they 
have not allotted the number of regiments which it ought to 
keep complete, according to any fair comparative estimate 
of its population ; and the recruits sent to those regimen ts 
desert as soon as they reach them. 

" From this statement your Lordship will be able] to 
judge of the expediency of pressing this subject on the 
Portuguese Government. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Livei'pooV ‘ Wellington. 

To the Earl of Liveiyoolt Secretary of State. 

^ My Lord, ‘ Penamacor, 5th August, 1811. 

^ As I never reported to your Lordship that I entertained 
any intention to repair the fort of Almeida, I did not think 
it necessary to apprise your Lordship that that intention 
had been frustrated ; nor should I now advert to the subject, 
only that I observe that the measures adopted at Almeida, 
under the directions of Lieut. General Sir Brent Spencer^ in 
the commencement of June, have attracted the attention of 
the public of England. 

^ The mines which the French General Brenier had pre- 
pared, when he was about to evacuate Almeida, entered the 
rampart on a level with the terre-plein of the fort, and were 
carried along the exterior revHemmt. 

^ Many of these mines did not explode, and those which 
did explode did no more mischief than to throw into the 
ditch of the place the exterior reveiement of the rampart of 
that part, as low down only as the terre-plein of the fort. 
The effects of the mines \vcre so ill calculated, that the 
ramparts and parapets remained entire, and, with but few 
exceptions, the guns in their places in the embrasures in the 
latter, and the destruction could not be perceived in the 
inside of the fort. 

" The stone and rubbish, however, which were lodged in 
the ditches by the fall of the exterior rev element of the 
rampart afforded practicable passages into the place, nearly 
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at all the points at which the mines had exploded; hut, 
with this exception, and the destruction of one outwork in 
the same manner, the works of the place were in as good 
order as when I had seen them in the year 1810. 

‘ Under these circumstances, I proposed to the Portuguese 
Government a plan of putting the place immediately in a 
state to be tenable against a coup de 7nain, in order to afford 
time for consideration whether the expense should be in- 
curred thereupon for re-establishing it entirely. Although 
I was aware of the utility and importance of having Almeida 
as a secure post for the operations which I had in view for 
the campaign, yet I thought it not improbable that 1 should 
be obliged to remove the whole army from that i)art of the 
country; and, for that reason, and because 1 know from 
experience that the Portuguese Government would adopt 
none of the measures necessary to put the place in a state 
to be held against a coup de main, if they entertained any 
hopes that I should do the work, I thought it proper to 
intimate to them that the work must be done by the means 
which they should collect themselves, and that I must have 
their determination, and that they must collect the people 
immediately. 

‘ I enclose the copy of the letter which I wrote to Mr. 
Stuart upon this occasion, on the 13th of May, in answer to 
which -I was informed that the Portuguese Government 
would readily undertake the proposed work. 

‘ On tlie IGth of May I quitted Villa Formosa to join the 
troops in Estremadura, having previously detached two divi- 
sions from the army in Castille ; and I left with Sir Brent 
Spencer the enclosed memorandum, written on the night of 
the ISth"^. It provided for his operations, in case the enemy 
should make an irruption into Portugal upon hearing of my 
departure with the two divisions of the army, and for the 
necessity of his retreat; and particularly specified that 
Almeida should be destroyed when abandoned by General 
Pack, but that it should not be abandoned '' till it should be 
necessary,” 

' On the 29th of May f I made Lieut. General Sir Brent 
Spencer still further acquainted with my views respecting 


* See vol. vii., p. 567. 
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Almeida, in a letter which I wrote to him in answer to one 
in which he had informed me that he had set General Pack’s 
brigade to perform the work which I had thought necessary 
to render the jdace tenable against a coup de main. 

"On the 1st of June I wrote another letter* to Lieut. 
General Sir Brent Spencer, directing the movements whicli 
he should make in the event of the enemy moving to the 
southward; in which letter I particularly specified that 
General Pack must remain at Almeida, till relieved by the 
expected militia garrison. 

" It will thus appear that I ordered, on the 15th of May 
last, that Almeida should be effectually destroyed, if it 
should be necessary to abandon it, when I contemplated the 
possibility of the enemy’s endeavor to return into Portugal, 
and of the necessity for the retreat of the troops from the 
frontiers of Castillo; and that on the 1st of June I ordered 
the movement of the troops on the frontiers of Castille to 
the southward, when I thought it probable that Marmont 
would make the movement to the southward, with the ex- 
ception of Genei'al Pack’s brigade, which I desired might 
remain at Almeida till relieved by the militia, and of the 5th 
division, in the cantonments on the Upper Coa. 

" It did not occur to me that, in the event of the enemy’s 
movement to the southward, it would be necessary to with- 
draw from the front iei‘, or to abandon Almeida, and there- 
fore I did not advert to this possibility in my letter of the 
1st of June. 

" It appears that Marmont made the movements in the 
beginning of June contemplated in my letter of the 1st of 
that month, and Lieut. General Sir Brent Spencer made 
tliose directed for the troops under his command ; but, on 
the 7th of June (the day- on which Marmont marched to 
Moras Verdes, after having thrown provisions into Ciudad 
Rodrigo), General Pack withdrew from Almeida by order 
of Lieut. General Sir Brent Spencex', and completed its 
destruction, leaving still one battalion in the neighborhood 
of that place ; from which it would appear that the abam 
donment of that place was not necessary : and I have the 
honor to enclose the official report which I have received 
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from Sir Brent Spencer, of the 14th of June, on that sub- 
ject, in answer to a letter which I wrote to him on the 11th 
of June*. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Bari of Liverpool ^ Wellington. 


To Marshal Sir TV, C. Beresford, K.B, 


‘ My dear Beresford, ‘ Penamacor, Cth August, 1811 , 

" I have received your letter of the 2d August. 1 do not 
recollect the proposal made against Lemos ; but I suppose 
it was some trick by the Government. 

" It appears to me that we are going backwards in the 
way of influence with these gentlemen. Let me know it 
officially if they refuse to adopt the measure you propose in 
respect to the military chest, &c, 

" I endose the state of the ammunition with the several 
brigades of Portuguese artillery on tliis side of the Tagus, 
from which you will see how things stand. 

" I think I shall soon have a sufficient quantity of artil- 
lery to attach a British brigade to each division, excepting 
Hamilton's, so that you may tlien keep tlie whole of this 
artillery in reserve. 

^ I rather think that I shall immediately close up Ciudad 
Rodrigo. It will depend upon what I shall hear this day. 

^ I beg you to let me know wlmt orders you have given 
about the militia of Beira and Tras os Montes, and to what 
places I shall send orders for each of the reirimcuts. 

' Believe me, &c. 


* Marshal 

Sir TV, C, Beresfordy K,B,' 


' Wkllin(;T{)N. 


7^0 Lieut, Gmejail Graham, 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Penamacor, nth August, 1811, 9 a. m. 

‘ I have received your note of the Stli. I do not know 
whether you received a long Ictter-which 1 wrote to you 
from Vortalcgre nearly a fortnight ago, in which 1 explained 
the object of our movement to this side of the Tagus. 

' I have not yet. received the intelligence which I expect 
at every moment, which will enable me to determine whether 


* See page 1, 



181L 


PENAMACOR. 


177 


I shall move on upon Ciudad Uodrigo immediately or not. 
From the tenor of that which I have received, however, I 
think I ought to move on, and I therefore recommend to 
you to come here to-moiTOW. If I should leave this place 
I shall send a note to Pedrogao in the morning early, wlicrc 
you will do well in that case to halt, and you will be able to 
overtake me at Sabugal the next day. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut General Graham: " Wellington. 


To Colonel O^Lalor. 

‘ Penamacor, 6tli August, 1811, 

" My dear Colonel, 8 p.m. 

I have just received your letter of 5 p. m. yesterday. I 
do not exactly understand the paper which you have sent 
me. 

‘ The enemy have certainly not got provisions for tw^o 
montlis in the place, if they have no more than you state ; 
but I suppose what is stated has been introduced lately, 
and, witlx what was there before, makes an amount sufficient 
for two months ; but this notion does not agree with my 
other accounts. I wish, therefore, that you would make 
farther inquiries what quantities they really received, what 
quantities they had before, and for wlxat time tlicy have 
now ; and the strength of the gax*rison, of what force of each 
description of troops, 

^ I shall be to-morrow at Sabugal, and next day, pro- 
bably, in front of that town, 

" It is very desirable that some arrangement should be 
made for securing for us all the provisions of that part of 
the country, as, if we arc to blockade that place, we must 
not staiwc. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Colonel CLalor: ‘ Wellington. 


To . 

^ My DEAR , Penamacor, Gtli August, 1811. 

" I have just received your letter of the 2()th July, in 
which you apprise me of the impression so unfavorable to 
me in a certain quarter, from my having omitted to make 

VOL. VIII. N 
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my acknowledgments of the support I had received, and 
particularly for having been allowed to recommend a certain 
number of Officers for promotion. 

^ You were quite correct in stating that I had expressed 
my acknowledgments to the office from whence the com- 
munication had proceeded; and, if reference is made to the 
office of the Commander in Chief, it will be found that on 
the 14th of May I did express what I felt upon the parti- 
cular subject of the promotion of the Officers, not in cold 
terms. 

' It may be wrong to consider public arrangements not as 
matters of favor to any individual, and therefore not lit 
subjects for the acknowledgments of that individual ; and, 
at all events, I do not sec in what manner, or in what terms 
an individual like me is to address the head of the nation 
upon such an occasion. 

" Even if I had received a marie of personal favor, I 
should doubt the propriety of my addressing my acknow- 
ledgments direct to so high an authority ; and, if it be true 
that the support of the war in the Peninsula is a public 
arrangement, I should be apt to consider an address of 
acknowledgment from me as misplaced, if not soinetliing 
very near impertinence. 

^ It appears to mo to be now too late to write anything 
more on the subject of the recommendations for pn)molion ; 
but you may depend upon it, if another occasion should 
offer, I shall not fail to do what you have informed me 
would be well received. 

" I hope that His Iloyal Highness will helicve that lie has 
not in his service a more zealous or a more faithf id servant 
than myself. 1 shall serve him to the best of my ability as 
long as he may think I can promote his service; and 11 is 
Poyal Highness will find tliat I shall not ask for his favor 
at all for myself, and, I hope, not unreasonably for tliose 
under my command, who have a right to expect that I 
sliould make known their ju'ctcnsions. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

' « Wklcinoton. 
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To Marshal Sir W» C. Beresfordy K.B, 

" My dear Beresford, ‘ SaBugal, 7tli August, 1811. 

^ From what I have heard of the state of the provisions, 
and of the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo, I propose to shut it 
up as soon as I can, unless, before I can do so, I should 
receive positive intelligence that the information which I 
have already received is erroneous. 

It must be expected that the enemy will adopt all the 
means in their power to oblige us to desist from our object 
and we must be prepared to adopt measures to resist them 
wherever they shall attach us. 

" One of their plans will be to collect the whole of their 
force; that is, Bessiercs’ army of the north, the army of 
Portugal, and the 5th corps, and fight a general action, to 
oblige us to relinquish our object. If they do this, I shall 
bring Hill’s corps to this army. 

" Another plan will be, to manoeuvre with the 5th corps 
on the south of the Tagus, whilst, with the army of the south 
and the army of Portugal, they attack us. This we shall 
oppose with Hill’s corps on the south of the Tagus. 

^ Another plan will be, to manoeuvre with the army of 
Portugal on the north of the Tagus, and through Lower 
Bcira, and, with the 5th corps on the south of that river, 
thus, if possible, to oblige us to raise the siege or blockade, 
and the army of the north would then relieve the place. 

^ Against the execution of this plan I propose to make 
the following disposition : — 

' First, I propose that all above 10,000 men of Hill’s 
corps shall form a reserve, to be stationed at Gastello Branco ; 
and, secondly, in the disposition for the blockade or siege, 
I propose that the 4th division shall be between Penamacor 
and Sabugal. This division, with what Hill can spare, will 
give nearly 10,000 men for the position of the Ocreza, be- 
sides Lc Cor’s militia. On the other hand, the 4th division 
will be at hand to join the army, in case the army of Por- 
tugal should join the army of the north to attack us. I pro- 
pose to make Lc Cor occupy Monsanto, which will confine 
the enemy in some degree, and, I believe, Penagarcia, and 
also Sortelha. 

^ It will be very desirable that the garrison should bo in 

n2 
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readiness to be thrown into Abrantes, as well as that the 
militia of the north, and of Beira^, should be ready to play 
such part as may be allotted to them in these operations. 

^ It will also be necessary that the Government should 
be prepared to feed the militia, and that money should be 
sent to the Commissaries of Madden’s and Otway’s brigades 
of cavalry, and of Pack’s brigade of infantry, and of the 
brigade No. 5 caqadores and 13th infantry, in order that 
something may be purchased for them in Spain, otherwise 
they will starve ; or I must relinquish the operation. 

' I have just received your letter of the 4th. I wait to 
give any answer about the servants till Government shall 
have decided upon your reference. You have forgotten to 
send me the enclosures mentioned in your letter. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Marshal ' WELLINGTON. 

Sir W. C.Beresfovd, K.BJ 

To Major General Peacocke, 

My dear Sir, ‘ Sabugal, nh August, 1 811. 

' I request you to give directions that every man, and 
every thing, coming from Lisbon for the 1st, 3d, 4th, Stli, 
6th, 7th, and Light divisions of infantry, may be sent by 
sea to the mouth of the Mondego, and thence by Coimbra 
to the army. 

" Believe me, &c. 

^ Major General Peacocke' ^ Wellington. 

To Lieut, General Hill, 

My dear Hill, ‘ Sabugal, 8th August, 1811. 

" My intention is to blockade, and even to attack, Ciudad 
Eodrigo, if it should be in my power ; and I am now about 
to inform you of the mode in which I should wish you to 
co-operate in what I shall do. 

' You are aware that what is called the army of Portuo-al 
is stationed upon the Tagus, with its right at Plascncia and 
its left at Truxillo; and the 5th corps, under Drouct, is at 
Zafra, having, I believe, one division in the Condado dc 
Niebla. This corps consists of two divisions of infantry of 
about 10,000 men, and, I should think, not less than 2000 
cavalry. 
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^ My wish is^ that you should observe the movement of 
the 5th corps. If the 5th corps should move to cross the 
Tagus at AlmaraZ;, you will then move to cross the Tagus at 
Villa Velha, and proceed on by Gastello Branco to join the 
army. 

^ I propose that your corps in Alentejo should be joined by 
the 9th dragoons. Barbacena’s brigade of cavalry already 
belongs to it; and it will further be joined by the 28th 
regiment^ and detachments arrived for the 57th and other 
regiments, and others that are expected every moment, 
including cavalry and infantry. 

^ I should not wish you to keep more men in Alentejo 
than 10,000, and that the remainder should be eventually 
detached to Gastello Branco, in order to form the foundation 
of a corps to be formed there to keep up the communication 
with the army. 

^ In a view to this detachment, I would wish you now to 
send one brigade of British infantry from the 2d division, 
and one regiment of Portuguese infantry from General 
Hamilton’s division, to Portalcgre. This brigade of British 
infantry should be supplied by its commissariat, and Major 
General Hamilton will take care that the Portuguese regi- 
ment is well supplied with provisions by the Portuguese 
commissariat. Hereafter, when the proper time shall come, 
I will order these troops to cross the Tagus to Gastello 
Branco. 

' If the 5th corps should, instead of crossing the Tagus, 
manoeuvre upon you in Alentejo, I request you first to move 
upon Portalegrc, and there either stand their attack or not, 
as you may think proper, according to your notion of their 
force compared with your own. If you should not stand 
their attack, you will retire by Gaviao towards Abrantes, 
and thence across the Zezere, taking the line of the Tagus, 
Avith Santarem upon your right. When you shall pass 
Niza, you will pick up the bridge of Villa Vcllia, and cither 
send the boats down to Abrantes or destroy them. 

" It is possible that the army of Portugal, instead of mov- 
ing to attack us at Ciudad llodrigo, may manoeuvre on the 
right of the Tagus, by Zarza la Mayor and Gastello Branco. 

‘ I shall in that case join the 4th division of infantry with 
the detachment from the 2d, and General Hamilton’s divi- 
sion, which will be at Gastello Branco, and with Le Cor"s 
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militia, and shall endeavor to stop them in the position of 
the Ocreza. In this case it would be desirable that you 
should maintain yourself at Portalegrc as long as possible, 
and that you should not retire from Gaviao in a hurry ; and 
that you should maintain yourself upon the Tagus, with 
your left upon the Zezere, till these troops should have 
loined you. 

^ This is the general outline of wdiat I intend ; and 1 sliall 
be glad to hear from you whether I have made myself clearly 
understood by you. 

" I have desired Murray to establish a daily communica- 
tion with you by means of mounted guides ; and I beg tliat 
you will have the dispatch sent from your quarters daily at 
the regular hour. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* LieuL General Hill. ' Wellington. 

" P. S. I send a letter for Marmont, which I beg you to 
forward to Badajoz. ‘ W.’ 

To Major General Peacocke. 

My bear Sir, ' SaLugul, 8th August, 1811, 

* I shall be very much obliged to you if you will let me 
know what regulation you have made for the payment of the 
soldiers at the dep6t at Belem, as the OjfEccrs commanding 
companies in many regiments of the army complain that the 
soldiers being paid their balances at Belem, for a period to 
which the estimates of the regiments of the army have not 
been discharged, come up to their regiments in debt. 

^ I do not recollect that the regulations of the service, or 
the General Orders of the army, would allow of more money 
being drawn for a soldier in the dep6t at Belem tlian would 
be absolutely necessary to sustain him, or than would be 
required to supply him with necessaries. But I should be 
glad to know what the order and practice is at Belem, before 
I give any further order upon the subject. 

^ I shall be obliged to you if you will have the men re- 
ported to be fit for duty at Belem examined from time to 
time, to see whether any of them have become fit for service 
in the field. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

' Wellington. 


< Major General Peacocke.' 
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To the Eao'l of Liverpool, Secretary of State, 

" My dear Lord, ‘ Sabugal, 8th August, 1811. 

‘ I wish to draw your attention to the situation of the 
Prince of Orange with this army. I have appointed him, 
with his own consent, to be one of my aides de camp, and 
it is impossible for anybody to conduct himself with more 
propriety than he does in every respect. 

" I think, however, that if His Highness was promoted in 
the course of a short time to be a Colonel in the army, I 
could attach him to a brigade, in a situation in which he 
would have a better opportunity of seeing how the detail of 
the army was conducted, and how the duty was done, at the 
same time that it would be more suitable to his rank and 
situation in life. 

" I shall be much obliged to you if you will consider of 
this subject. 

" The Prince is now gone to Cadiz, and I expect him in 
about a fortnight. 

" Believe me, &c. 

* The Earl of Liverpool.' * ^ Wellington. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

' My dear Lord, ‘ Sabugal, 8th August, isil. 

" I enclose the morning state of the 5th instant of the 
troops in the field. The 32d and 77th regiments are not 
included, not having yet joined the divisions to which they 
belong. 

" 1 am sorry to say that the young troops have not stood 
their march very well, although the marches were purposely 
made very short, and they Avere never exposed to -the sun 
at a later hour than 8 o'clock. The diseases, however, are 
very slight, and, with the exception of some few of tlie 
Walchercn soldiers, the old soldiers arc remarkably healthy, 

' Believe me, &c. 

* 'The Earl of Liverpool" ' Wellington. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

^ My dear Lord, * Sabugal, 8th August, 1811. 

" I have continued to move the troops to their left since I 
addressed you on the 1st instant, as I did not, till last night. 
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receive any accounts upon which I could depend of the state 
of the supplies in Ciudad Rodrigo. I have now reason to 
believe that a sufficient supply to last the garrison for two 
months was introduced into the place about the 28th of 
July, and the troops which escorted the convoy returned 
again to the north about the 2d instant. 

^ General Silveira writes on the 28th of J uly, that Bes- 
siercs’ troops, and those under General Santocildcs, still 
maintained the positions which he had reported on the 21st 
tliat they occupied respectively ; and he says that Bessiercs 
has under his command, including the garrisons of Zamora 
and Toro, not less than 20,000 men. This force is larger 
than I imagined he could collect, and renders it improbable 
that I shall be able to undertake the siege of Ciudad 
Rodrigo. 

^ I observe, also, that the French arc collecting largo 
magazines at Vitoria; from which circumstance I should 
imagine that the reports which they have circulated of the 
early arrival in Spain of reinforcements have some founda- 
tion. 

" These circumstances, combined with a knowledge which 
I have obtained, that the governor of Ciudad Rodrigo luid 
received information of our inarch in that direction, have 
induced me to coutiiiuc it, and to fake up our cantonments 
in that neighborhood. 

^ At present I think it more doubtful than it was that I 
shall be in a situation to undertake the siege of Ciudad 
Rodrigo; but the movement which lam making may lead 
to some operation by the enemy which may afford an oppor- 
tunity of striking an advantageous bhnv ; or, if reinforce- 
ments arc not expected from France, tlic enemy may be 
induced to draw some troops from the eastern coast of the 
Peninsula, or from the southward, to impede our ]>rogrcss, 
and thus a seasonable diversion will have been afforded to 
those of the allies who are at present the most pressed. 

" In all my considerations upon this subject I do not at all 
reckon upon the operations of the corps under Sanloeildt's, 
because I am quite convinced that if the enemy should 
think it expedient to collect their forces, to fall upon the 
allied British and Portuguese ai'my, not only they will not 
bo prevented from doing so by any apprehension of the 
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operations of the corps -ander General Santocildes, but that 
the operations of that corps are not likely to be of the 
description to give them any reasonable grounds for un- 
easiness. 

" All the movements of General Santocildes, from the 
moment he would leave the hills of Galicia, would be 
cramped by his apprehensions of the enemy’s cavalry 
opposed to his undisciplined infantry, and he would pro- 
bably not be able to get possession even of Salamanca. 

" I learn that a part of the 5th corps still remained at 
Zafra on the 2d of this month, and one division only had 
gone towards the Condado de Niebla. 

^ All accounts agree in stating that Marshal Soult has 
gone towards Granada. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool " Wellikgton. 

‘ P. S. I have received a report from Valladolid, stating 
that Marshal Bessiorcs has returned to France, and that 
General Dorsenne now commands the troops in the north. 

^ W.’ 


To Marshal Marmont, Due de Raguse, 

‘ Au Quartier 

^ MoisSlEUll LE MaRKCIIAL, ce 9 Aout, 1811. 

^ J’ai rhonneur de vous envoy er une lettre quo jo viens de 
rccevoir de TAnglcterfe, par laquclle votre Excellence verra 
que Monsieur Ville sur Ance, au sort duquel votre Excel- 
lence s’intcrossait, a ete envoye en France. 

' J’ai rhonneur d’etre, &c. 

* Le Mar ecJial Marmont, ‘ WellikGTON, 

Due de Raguse’ 

To J. Duff, Esq. 

' My dear Sir, ' Casillas do Flores, 9th August, 1811, 

" I \Yas in liopcs that I should have heard from you after 
the arrival of the Mi7iho, to inform me of your success in 
inocuring for the army some of the money which has arrived 
in that vessel. I assure you that we were never in such 
want of money as wc arc at the present moment^ and I hope 
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that you will spare no eifort to send us, as soon as possible, 
the largest supply that can be procured. 

" Believe me, &c. 

* J, Duff, Esq: ‘ Wellington. 


To the Right Hon. Henry Wellesley. 

^ My dear Hknry, ‘ Casillas do Flores, Otli August, 1811. 

^ I enclose my dispatch of yesterday to the Secretary ol 
State. I am very apprehensive tliat there arc some symp- 
toms of Buonaparte’s coining to Spain, of course with a large 
reinforcement, notwithstanding that I licar from Salamanca 
that the report there of a war with llussia was more pre- 
valent than ever. 

' I write to Duff by this opportunity, to request him to 
spare no means whatever to increase our supplies of specie ; 
you may depend upon it that every shilling you get for bills 
upon England, and advance to the Spanish Government, is 
so much out of our military chest. I conceive that we now 
get every sum which any individual is willing to advance 
for a bill upon England, excepting those sums whicli you 
get, and that we should get these sums likewise, if you did 
not take them. I do not mean to say, however, it is not as 
necessary to supply the Spaniards with money at times as 
it is to supply our own troops, and I have moi'C than once 
supplied them from our military chest; but still the supply 
of specie by you at Cadiz diminislies the supply of the 
military chest of this army. 

" Ever yours most affectionately, 

‘ The Right Hon. H. Wellesley: " WlOLLlNOTON. 

To Captain Kippifig> Commandant at Coimbra. 

^ Sir, ‘ Fuentc Guiualdo, 12th August, 1811. 

" I have the honor to enclose a letter and its enclosures, 
which I have received from Mr. Stuart. 

" I beg that you will go to the house occupied by Staff 

Surgeon , and that you will ascertain whether it is true 

or not that Mr. had the door of a room broken open at 

the ’s, at Coimbra. 

‘ I have the lionor to be, &c. 

‘ Wellington. 


* Captain Kipping: 
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To His Excellency Charles Stuart, 

^ My dear SiRj ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 12tli August, 1811. 

' I received last night your letter of the 6th; and I am 
concerned to find that the Government persist in an erro- 
neous system of taxation, notwithstanding all that we can 
represent to them upon the subject. However, the Go- 
vernment of the Brazils being determined to annihilate the 
influence of the servants of the British Government in the 
concerns of Portugal, it is almost useless to remonstrate ; 
and, in my opinion, you should confine yourself to the limit 
of telling them individually and privately, that unless they 
introduce the reforms in all the branches of the administra- 
tion which have been recommended to them, they must not 
expect the increased assistance of Great Britain. This 
intimidation will have, at all events, the effect of strength- 
ening the hands of our friends. 

^ You are quite in the right to adhere strictly to the 
orders you have received respecting the settlement of the 
accounts of the subsidy. 

" I believe there was some mismanagement on the part 
of the gentlemen who ordered the preparations for the feast 
at Mafra: but I was intolerably cheated, as will appear 
when I state that I found the meat, fowls, wine, &c., and 
the Commissary General carried the things to Mafra for me, 
and yet the feast, in addition to these, cost me 1200Z. I 
referred the bills to the police. I do not know what tlieir 
decision was ; but, as they were certainly exorbitant beyond 
measure, I determined to defer the payment till it should be 
perfectly convenient to me. I do not know whether it is yet 
so, not having had time to look into my accounts ; but I 
should imagine not, as the situation which I fill is not only 
not a sinecure, but not remarkably well paid. I cannot, 
however, think it any hardship to oblige people to wait for 
their money who have asked three times at least more than 
they ought ; and, at all events, I cannot allow you to incur 
an inconvenience which I cannot at present incur myself. 
I can certainly pay some of the money, and I shall make 
Sodre begin the settlement immediately. 

^ I desired Mackenzie to remove my wine from Bandeira’s 
because Bandeira, after having invited me and all my family 
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to consider liis house as our own, and to go there when we 
pleased without billet, had a breeze with Campbell the 
other day, because he went to live there without a billet, 
and was nearly coming to blows in the street. I was very 
glad to have so good an opportunity of divorcing myself 
from Bandeira. I desired that a house might he talccn for 
me, in order in some degree to mortify the Government and 
the principal people of Lisbon, and if possible to make them 
feel a little respecting their conduct about billets. I am 
slaving like a negro for them : I have saved the people in 
Lisbon, particularly, from the enemy, and I take nothing 
from them, while they continually torment me with their 
frivolous complaints on subjects on wliich they ought to 
have no feeling. 

" I shall not make use of the palace of Bemposta, or of 
anything else belonging to the prince ; nor will I lie under 
any obligation to any Portuguese for my private convenience. 
I shall pay rent for the house, which I want only to hold my 
wine, and to receive the OiBcers of my family when they go 
to Lisbon. I shall not be sorry if the Government and 
principal people of Lisbon know the reason why I take this 
house; viz., that I will not lay myself under an obligation 
to any of them. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ' WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart." 

To Major Dickson, E.A. 

‘ My dear SlK, * Fuente Guinaldo, 13th August, 1811. 

^ In consequence of the reports which I received, that the 
garrison of Ciudad llodrigo were in want of provisions, 
which reports were not contradicted in time, I have brought 
the army to this quarter sooner than I intended; which 
circumstance may, I think, injure our enterprise. 

" I have received your letter of the 6th, but not that of 
the 1st : everything appears to me to bo going on well, and 
I should hope that we shall not he materially wrong in our 
time. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Major Dickson, R.A: " WELLINGTON. 
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To Major GenerS, H, Cam'phelL 

^ My dear SiRj» ‘ Fuente Guiiialdo, 13tli August, 1811. 

^ I have received your letter of the 12th, in respect to 
Captain Boyce’s leave. I beg j^ou to show to Captain Boyce 
the enclosed letter which I have received from the Horse 
Guards, upon the numerous applications from the Officers 
of the army for leave of absence, and also to point out to 
him the inconvenience to his own regiment which must 
result from his absence at present. I have felt this incon- 
venience so strongly that I have sent my own aide de camp. 
Captain Canning, to do duty with the regiment. 

‘ Under these circumstances, I am under the necessity of 
declining to give leave of absence to Captain Boyce ; and, 
even if he should send in his resignation, I cannot allow him 
to quit his regiment till his successor shall be appointed- I 
am very sorry to be obliged to refuse Captain Boyce ; and I 
hope that his good sense will point out to him the injury 
which will result to himself from the step which he states he 
intends to take. I can only say, that, if any Officer is sent 
from England to relieve Captain Boyce, he shall have imme- 
diately the leave which he solicits. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Major General ‘ W iclmnoton. 

H, Campbell: 


To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

* My dear Sir, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 13th August, 181 J. 

' I have received your letter of the 8th. The acquittal of 
the Conde de Sabugal is very extraordinary, his honorable 
acquittal still more so ; as, if I recollect rightly, I sent to 
the Government undoubted proof of his belonging to the 
“ Legion d’Honneur,”’ and of his being an Officer in the ser- 
vice of France. Indeed, I have his name in the Emplacement 
of the army as a Lieutenant Colonel. 

^ I should think Beresford will not allow him to join any 
regiment as an Officer. 

' I do not know whether I ha\x the power to depute any 
person to administer an oath, which I am required by the 
auditors to administer, or in what form I ought to make out 
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the deputation. But you will do well to make inquiry from 
the auditors on both points. 

' Believe me, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ' Wellington. 

Charles Stuart^ 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

^ My dear Sir, ‘Fuentc Guinaldo, 13th Axipjust, 1811. 

^ I have received your letter of the 9th, regarding the 
sending to France the disabled prisoners of war. 

' I can have no objection to their being sent ; but, as the 
French Government will in all probability pay no respect to 
the Portuguese flag of truce, I should recommend that these 
prisoners should be sent to England, and that you should 
address the Transport Board to have them sent to France 
by an English flag of truce. 

‘ Believe me, &c- 

‘ His Excellency ^ WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart J 


To Lieut General Hill. 

‘ Sir, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 1 dth Au^^ust, 1811. 

" I enclose a complaint, and the translation of it, which 
His Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon has transmitted to me, of 
the damage done to the barracks at Hvora, by the Britisli 

troops lately stationed there under , of the Hulls. 

‘ it distresses me much to find that, not vvitlistanding the 
pains whicli I have taken for such a length of time, tluj 
troops cannot be detached from under the immediate view 
of their General Officers, without doing somc^ damage to the 
buildings in whicli they may be quartered, or mischief to 
some individual. I cannot but attribute the cause which is 
thus given for these constant complaints to tlie inattention 

of the Oflicers of the regiments. 1 beg that — may 

be called upon to report upon this complaint, and particu- 
larly to state whether the General Orders of the 29th May, 
1 809, were obeyed when the detachment under his command 
was at Evora ; hecausc it appears to me that if they had 
these causes for complaint could not have been given. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

" Wellington. 


* Lieut General Hilll 
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To Major Dickson^ RA, 


^ My dear Sir, ‘Fuente Guinaldo, 14tli August, 1811. 

^ I have this day received your letters of the 9th, hut not 
yet that of the 1st, which, however, appears to be very inter- 
esting, as you had communicated in it some opinions and 
wishes respecting roads. I beg you to send me a duplicate 
of it. 


* Major Dickson, RA." 


' Believe me, &c. 

"Wellington. 


To Major General R. Craufurd. 

"Fuente Guinaldo, 1 4tli August, 1811, 

" My dear General, Half-past 5 p.m. 

" I have not sent you instructions regarding your situation 
at Martiago, because I have not yet been able to acquire 
all the information which I want regarding the country on 
the right of the Agueda. It appears to me that you have 
nothing to apprehend in your front. Don Julian has de- 
tachments in Tenebron, Santi-espiritus, and I believe Moras 
Verdes ; and I have this evening desired Murray to request 
that you would place a detachment of infantry at Las 
Agallas, and one of cavalry at Monsagro, to observe the 
roads leading through the Sierra on that side, and to com- 
municate with Captain Grant, who was at Aldea Nueva de 
la Sierra yesterday evening; you will do well to communicate 
with him, and open all letters to me coming from him or 
others on that side. 

" I would likewise recommend to you to place a party 
of cavalry at Zamarra, and let them communicate with 
Don Julian’s people, Tenebron, &c., and know all that is 
p’oins^ on. 

‘You have nothing to apprehend from the garrison of 
Ciudad Rodrigo, where there is no cavalry, and only 1500 
infantry; you must only observe well the enemy’s move- 
ments l 3 elow the mountains, and give me the earliest intel- 
ligence of them. I propose, if possible, to keep the troops 
in their cantonments, and to prevent anything from getting 
into Ciudad Rodrigo ; and after I shall have completed my 
reconnaissance on the right of the Agueda, the day after 
to-morrow, I shall be able to tell whether I shall succeed. 



192 


SPAIN. 


f 


181L 


It would be impossible to tlirow the troops permanently 
across the Agueda, 

^ The 5th division observe Gata, Perales, &c., on your 
right, and behind you ; but you must observe those on your 
side of Gata. I have ordered Slade’s brigade to be relieved 
by the 1st hussars and the llth. 

Believe me, &c. 

‘ Major General ‘ AVellington, 

i?. Cratifurd. 

^ P. S. Have you ordered from Gallegos the commis- 
sariat stores belonging to your division, which I told you 
were there. ^ Wd 


To the Right Hon. Henry Wellesley. 

^ My dear Henry, ‘ Puente Guinaldo, Mtk August, 1811 . 

^ I have received your letter of the 31st July, and I recom- 
mend to you to make Government acquainted (in a private 
form) with the circumstances which have come to your know- 
ledge. It appears to me that something is wong, though 
what I cannot say, as I cannot conceive in what manner 
those most likely to be discontented with the continuance of 
the war, viz., the landed proprietors, emigrants to Cadiz, 
can have, or can suppose they have, the power to deliver the 
place to the enemy by any negotiation of theirs. It is ob- 
vious, however, from the intelligence sent from the Puertos, 
that the French believe they have a chance of obtaining 
possession of the place; and this intelligence tends to con- 
hrm the truth of that which you received of the meetings of 
the American deputies. These deputies met because they 
found that there existed an inclination somewhere to submit 
to the French, which fact is confirmed by the intelligence 
from the Puertos ; and the turn which the deliberation took 
is natural, and can be accounted for only by the belief that 
they considered the submission of Cadiz to be probable. 

^ My own opinion is, that several will be inclined to sub- 
mit to the French as soon as they shall find them in posses- 
sion of Valencia. Almost all the grandees have estates in 
Valencia, upon the rents of which they have subsisted since 
they have been deprived of the estates in the other provinces 
by the operations of the war, and they will of course feel 
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sorely the loss of these their last means of subsistence ; but 
their influence at Cadiz is not great, much less paramount ; 
and I should think that the merchants and people of that 
town would not submit on an 3 ^ account. However, you should 
inform Government of what you have heard, and either pro- 
pose to them some plan of proceeding, in case matters should 
come to the worst, or desire that they should leave the deci- 
sion upon the occurrences which may arise to the authorities 
upon the spot. 

" I do not understand your meaning in one part of your 
letter, in which you say that our Government will have to 
decide whether ""to take up the cause of the people, and 
abandon the Government altogether, or continue to support 
a system which must in the end prove fatal to the cause.” 
I have always thought that we supported the existing Go- 
vernment in Spain because it was the choice of the people : 
if that is not the case we are acting on a very mistaken 
principle. 

" I enclose my dispatch of this day. 

"Ever yours most affectionately, 

" The Right Hon. H. Wellesley: ' WellingtoK. 

To the Adjutant General of the Forces. 

< Sir, ‘Fueiite Guinalclo, Mth August, 1811 . 

" I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 2d 

July, regarding Private , of the — th regiment. 

This soldier was tried by a General Court Martial, for de- 
sertion, on the 14th June, 1810, and was sentenced to be 
transported, as a felon, for seven years, and at the end of 
that period to be at the disposal of His Majest 3 ^ 

" I enclose an extract of the General Order of this army of 
the 22d June, 1810, by which it appears that this sentence 
was confirmed; and, having been published in General 
Orders, it cannot be believed that the sentence of the 
General Court Martial was not made known to the prisoner. 

"The Deputy Judge Advocate’s papers of the year 1810 
being at Lisbon, 1 cannot at present show that the proceed- 
ings of this General Court Martial were transmitted to the 
office of the Judge Advocate General ; but Captain Goodman 
declares that he believes they were, in the same manner as 

VOL. Yin. o 
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tlie proceedings in all other trials are ; and, altliougli I 
cannot find tlie copies of tlie letters written to the Adjutant 
General and to the Commandant of the depot at the Isle of 
Wight, I enclose the copy of a letter written on the 19th 
September, IS 10, by Major General Stewart to Colonel 

Darroch, respecting > — th regiment, from which 

it appears that the sentence of the General Court Martial 

on had been communicated to the Adjutant 

General, and to the Commandant of the depot. 

' As it is necessary that His Majesty’s pleasure should be 
lalcen upon sentences of transportation, in order that they 
may be carried into execution, I have latterly considered it 
proper to transmit to the Judge Advocate General, to be 
laid before His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, for His 
Royal Highness’ commands, all proceedings of Courts Mar- 
tial on the trial of soldiers, on whom that sentence may 
have been passed. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Adjutant General f WELLINGTON. 

of the Forces: 


To the Earl of Liverpool ^ Secretary of State, 

' My Lord, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, Hth August, 1811 . 

'The enemy have made no alteration in the position of 
their several corps since I addressed you on the 8th instant. 
The army of Portugal were in the same positions in the 
valley of the Tagus, and about Plasencia, on the 12t]i 
instant ; and the army of the nortli and the Stli corps on 
the 8th instant. 

'It appears that Soiilt has certainly proceeded to Granada 
with a large body of troops. 

' I have cantoned the allied army in the country on the 
sources of the Coa and the Agueda, and betw^ecn those 
rivers, in situations from which I can collect them at any 
point at which it may be desirable. In the meantime the 
train is moving up the Douro, although but slowly, owing to 
the difficulties which attend all operations of that description 
in the Peninsula. 

' I have received a report that a reinforcement, consisting 
of about 10,000 men, of which 800 cavalry, were assembled 
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at Bayonne in the last week in July ; but I have not yet 
received any intellig'ence of their farther progress. 

‘'I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: " WELLINGTON. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State, 

' My Lord, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 14th August, ISIL 

‘ I enclose the last weekly state, and the morning state of 
the troops in the field of the 11th instant. The 32d and 
77th regiments, and the detachment of the 3d batt. 95th 
regiment, are not yet included in the latter. 

' I am sorry to observe, however,, that there is a diminution 
of the effective strength of the troops which have marched, 
to the amount of about 1000 men, in the last three weeks, 
notwithstanding the care which was taken to move tliem by 
short marches. The sickness has fallen principally on the 
troops lately arrived ; but I understand that it is not of 
iniieh importance. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Lweipool^ r Wellington. 

To Major General D unlop » 

‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 1 5tli August, 181 1» 
My dear Sir, s a.m. 

"General Craufurd has sent me a report which he has 
received from Koblcdillo, stating that a division of the 
enemy wore yesterday marching between Santivanez and 
Villa de Torre, as they said, on their road towards Gata. 
It is also reported that there were cavalry marching towards 
Cilleros. If this intelligence be true, I conceive it can be 
only a reconnaitring party ; but I shall be glad to know 
whether you have heard anything of them. 

" I ordered that hussars might be placed in observation in 
Gata, Perales, Cilleros, Acebo, San Martin, Villa Micl, and 
Valvorde del Fresno, so that nothing ought to move in that 
part of the country without your being informed. You 
should fix upon a bivouac upon the top of each of the passes 
of Gata, Perales, San Martin, and Valvcrde, to assemble 
your troops from their cantonments, in case the enemy 
should move that way. 

" Believe me, &c. 

" Wellington. 


‘ Major Oenci'al Dunlop: 
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To Major General Dunlop. 

« Fuente Guinaldo, 15th August, 1811, 
'My dear General, 7p.m. 

' I have just received your report of this (lay, wliicli is 
very satisfactory. I agree with you that Pa^-o is a most 
important point; and I would recommend to you to keep as 
many troops there as you can cover, and probably one bat- 
talion in bivouac, which might be relieved occasionally. Of 
course the troops must not be moved to the heads of the 
passes till the enemy’s designs shall be manifest : probably 
Payo would be the best alarm post for them all, and the 
troops to be moved there in the first instance in case of 
alarm. 

* Believe me, &c. 

' Major General Dunlop.' ‘ WELLINGTON. 

To Major General R. Craufurd. 

' My dear General, * Fuente Guinaldo, 15th August, 1811. 

' I have received your letter of this day. I liavc General 
Dunlop’s report of the enemy having been at Gata last 
night with about 1200 men. They left it this morning, and 
had parties in all the villages at the bottom of the passes of 
Perales, Acebo, and San Martin, and they were out of all 
early in the day, excepting San Martin, from whence Dun- 
lop had not heard when he wrote. 

' Believe me, &c. 

‘ Major General ‘ Wi:llin(,‘TON. 

R. Craufurd,^ 


To Colonel the Hon. M. Capel. 

‘ My dear Colonel, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 15th August, 1811. 

‘ General Graham gave me your letter of the 28th Juno 
some days ago, and I mislaid it by accident, or sliould liavt^ 
answered it at an earlier period. When Colonel Macdonald 
went home an application was made to me by Lord Aylmer, 
who had been an Assistant Adjutant General with this 
annj^ to he appointed Deputy Adjutant General at Cadiz, 
and I recommended him to General Graham. In (he mean- 
time, however, General Graham had aj, pointed Pomsouby 
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who was already attached as an assistant to the staff at 
Cadiz, and Lord Aylmer's appointment did not take place. 

Lord Aylmer is now in England for the recovery of his 
health, and it is possible that he may not return to the Pe- 
ninsula, or that, if he should return, he may not now wish to 
go to Cadiz : in either case, as far as I am concerned, no- 
thing would be more satisfactory to me than that you should 
be appointed Deputy Adjutant General at Cadiz; but you 
must see from what I have stated to you respecting the 
part which I had taken to procure the appointment for Lord 
Aylmer, long before you had come out, that it would be im- 
possible for me to interfere in your favor, till it should be 
decided that Lord Aylmer either could not, or declined to, 
receive the appointment. I understand that you are now 
Assistant Adjutant General, doing the duty of the office at 
Cadiz ; and I recommend you to remain in that situation till 
we shall see what Lord Aylmer will do. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* Colonel ' Wellington. 

the Hon. E. Capel. 

‘ P. S. Since writing the above I have seen General Gra- 
ham, from whom I learn that you are not on the staff at 
Cadiz ; and I beg you to let me know whether it would be 
agreeable to you to be appointed an Assistant Adjutant 
Genera] there, under the circumstances stated in this letter. 

^ w: 

To Major General Cooke. 

< Sir, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 15tli August, 1811. 

^ 1 have had the honor of receiving your letters to the 8th 
instant, for which I am much obliged to you. I shall attend 
to the enemy’s operations towards Cadiz, when he shall 
direct them to that quarter. 

^ I do not understand that the battalion of German re- 
cruits at Cadiz is one to which an Officer could get his ori- 
ginal commission in His Majesty’s service, although being 
in His Majesty’s service he might be appointed to act with 
it. I shall, therefore, recommend Mr. Fox for a commission 
in one of the regiments of the line, and it will then be pos • 
siblc to appoint him to do duty with the battalion of German 
recruits at Cadiz. 
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" Captain cannot be appointed a Captain in the 

army. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Major Genei'al Cooke: ' WKLMNCiTON. 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

^ My DI^AR Sir, * Fuente Guinuldo, 15th Aupfust, ISI I. 

' Mr. Kennedy having* aiTivcd, I have applied to liiin lor 
the vouchers and rccci])ts for the provisions delivtn’ed to the 
Portuguese troops, and they shall be sent to you. 

' I have ordered tluit lOCXOOO/. in paper may be paid into 
the chest; likewise 1 00,000 dollars in specie, of a sum which 
ought to arrive at Lisbon about this time from (hidi/C. 

' You will have oliservcd from my dispatch to Govern- 
ment, that I liad hoard of the reinforcement expected in 
.Spain. I heard of it from my friends in Salamanca; but,, us 
I have invariably found that they diminish the numbers of 
the enemy in their accounts, I am inclined to believe that 
the reinforcement consists of the numbers stateil to you 
from Coruna. 

' I hope to be able to send you, in a day or two, further 
accounts of the supplies to the l^ortuguese troc^jis to the ‘idth 
of June. 

' Mr. Kennedy tells me that the Portuguese Government 
refuse to take from us wheat, barley, or oats, or any of the 
articles which they arc daily purchasing with money in the 
market of Lisbon. This is a rank job of the Junta de 
Viveros. 

^ I am not in general very suspicious, but I begin to sus- 
pect the (Government of treachery. Nothing can be so 
fatal to the cause as to distress us for inonc^y, and yet all the 
measures of the Government appear to have that sole ob- 
ject in view. 

* Believe me, &c. 

' His Excellency c Wellington. 

Charles Stuart: 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

' Sir, ' Fuente Guinaldo, 15th August, IHll. 

“■ I enclose a petition which I have received from the 
keeper of a coffee house at Lisbon, on the subject of a re- 
gulation supposed to have been recommended by me, that 
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the coffee houses at Lisbon should be closed at a certain 
hour every evening. 

' If this regulation was adopted, and still exists, in conse- 
quence of my recommendation, I beg you to represent to 
the Government that I recommended the regulation at a 
period when the enemy were advancing into the country, and 
when disturbances were expected in that city. But unless 
there is a reason to suspect ain inclination to disturb the 
peace of the city, in the disaffected class of the inhabitants 
Finder existing circumstances, I see no reason why the regu- 
lations should be continued. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

" His Excellency Wellington. 

Charles Stuart." 

To the Right Hon. Henry Wellesley* 

^ My dear Henry, * Fuente Guinaldo, 15th August, 1811. 

‘ Since I wrote to you yesterday, I have received youi* 
letters of the 3d and 8tli. All accounts appear to agree in 
stating the fact that there exists a very bad spirit at Cadiz. 
General Graham has shown me two very impudent publica- 
tions, one of which, the noticias^ in the Seminario of tlie 1st 
August, is, I understand, published by an agent of the Go- 
vernment. 

' It is a curious circumstance that I, and not General Cas- 
taiios, should be blamed for the plunder of Alburquerquc, as 
if it was my business, and not his, to occupy that fort : what 
mates this abuse still better is, that I urged him repeatedly 
to occupy this place, in which he had his hospitals. As for 
the French expedition to Alburquerquc, you will see the ac- 
count of it in my dispatch to the Secretary of State of the 
11th July. They were at Alburquerque one evening ; and, 
unless I had extended my posts to that town, i could not 
have prevented what happened, and this extension did not 
suit my plan at the time. Besides this answer to the 
abuse, I have another to give, which is, that when I enter 
Spain, I quit my magazines, and my troops and their horses 
starve. Will the Government or General Castanos set this 
to rights? Even Cocks’ parties of observation, which saw 
the French enter Alburquerque, found it difficult to subsist 
so far from the magazines. What would the army itself 
have found ? 
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^ I agree witli tlie Spanish Govei'nmcnt, that it would be 
very desirable to them that we should be bound by certain 
stipulations to perform certain operations for them, which 
they cannot, or will not, perform for themselves ; but, in 
general, there are two sides to a bargain or contract of this 
description ; and it would be very desirable that the Spanish 
Government, who will he one side in this contract, should 
state which part they will perform in any one operation 
which can be undertaken. When they come forward with a 
statement of this description, which will satisfy my mind, 
and in which I can have confidence, the Government will 
not find me backward in engaging myself in any operation. 

I am obliged to you for the pains you have taken about 
our money. I approve highly of Green's proposition to 
have supplies of arms, ammunition, provisions, and corn, in 
the ships of war on the coast of Catalonia, for the use of the* 
Spanish armies there. Green appears an intelligent fellow ; 
and I shall begin now to read with some interest the ac- 
counts of the war in that quarter. I return his and Doyle's 
letter. 

' Ever yours most affectionately, 

* The Right Hon, H. Welleeley ^ Wkli.ingtoN. 

' P, S. Just to show you the kind of people the Spaniards 
arc to deal with, I mention that I cannot station even a cor- 
poral’s party, or send a patrolc, into the Sierra dc Gala, or 
the Sierra dc Francia, without giving the corporal money tt) 
pay for rations for the horses and men of his party, while the 
French take everything in the same districts for nothing. 
The inconvenience does not consist in paying for these 
articles, for which I am willing to pay, hut in being obliged 
to make every corporal who goes with a patrolc a purchasing 
Commissary. < 


To the Right Hon, Hejiry Wellesley* 

‘ My DKAR Henry, * Fuente Guinaldo, 15th August, 18U. 

' I liavc received an application from Captain Lewis 
Human, of the 97th regiment, who has been for some time 
employed within the Spanish territory with Lieut. Colonel 
l^raga, in obtaining intelligence of the enemy's movements 
for the Marques de la Koinana, C'astanos, and myself, that I 
should request the Spanish Government to appoint him a 
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Lieutenant Colonel in the Spanish army. I shall be muclx 
obliged to you if you will lay this request before the Spanish 
Government; and I assure you that they cannot promote a 
more deserving Officer^ or one who has rendered m'ore im- 
portant services to the cause than he has. 

^ In generab I have objected to the grant of rank in the 
Spanish army to British Officers ; but in this instance it is 
really a duty to promote the wish of Captain Raman to re 
ceive this mark of distinction from the Spanish Government 
^ Ever yours most affectionately, 

‘ The Eight Hon. H Wellesley: ‘ Wellington. 

To Lieut. Colonel Torrens^ Military Secretary to the Commander 
in Chief. 

^ Sir, ‘ Fuente G-uinaldo, 1 5tli August, 1811. 

' I enclose some letters on the claim of the acting A djutant 
Harvey, of the 66th regiment, to receive the pay of that 
appointment during the period that he has been doing the 
duty for the Adjutant, who has been absent since the year 
1809, on account of his health. 

^ I conceive that it is not intended that the Officers of the 
general Staff of the army, or those attached to regiments, 
shall have leave of absence, excepting on account of their 
health; and it remains a question how long they shall be 
entitled to their pay, when their bad health requires that 
they should be absent from their duty. I have established 
a rule in this army, that any Officer of the general Staff, 
absent from this country for more than two months for the 
recovery of his health, shall forfeit his Staff pay, unless his 
bad health shall have been occasioned by w^ounds received in 
the service; but I do not conceive that I have authority to 
extend the operation of this rule to the regimental staff. 

‘ It would be desirable, however, that some general rule 
should be made upon this subject, and that it should be 
clearly understood, how long an Officer on the staff of a regi- 
ment may be absent, and continue to receive his staff pay. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

^ Wellington. 


‘ Lieut. Colonel Torrens." 
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To Major Du'kso}^ R, A, 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ FuentoGuinaldo, 1 7th August, is ll. 

" I have at last received your letter of the 1st August; and 
I have desired General Murray to have the road repaired 
which leads down to, and up from, the ford ol’tlie Coa, im- 
mediately above the bridge of Almeida. I have no objeclioit 
to your avoiding Traneoso entirely, and ])roeeeding by any 
other route that you may prefer. You will in this emo Hk 
upon the place for the first depot on that road, letting me 
know which it is, and giving information to llic Commissary 
Gcncrars Olficers, in order that they may collect there the 
necessary provision of forage, &c. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Major Dickson, Jt A." ‘ Wellington. 

To Marshal Sir W, C, Beresford, K.H, 

* Fiicntc Guinaldo, 17th Augu.^t, 
‘My dear BKRESEOriD, isu. 

‘ I I'cceivetl last night your letter of the 12tli. I lliinlc the 
24th regiment should be in the brigade witli the h*Uh and 
the 5tli cac^adorcs. I propose to move these last towards 
tlic lower parts of the Coa, in order to be nearer the Portu- 
guese magazines on the Douro. I do not think it would 
answer to relieve the 20th regiment by anything but a good 
and •well disciplined one. I do not know what can be clone 
respecting the 22d regiment, exce])ting tluit the (iovermnent 
should render the law more dficient in respect to the dis- 
covery and punishment of desertion. 

‘ I am concerned to find that the Government still go on 
so slowly. ‘ 

‘ Our train is moving up gradually, though I much fear 
that I shall not bo able to accomplish my object; particularly 
if it be true that 17,000 men have entered Spain lately. It 
is as well, however, to be in some degree prepared to under- 
take it, if circumstances should favor its accomplishment. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal WELLINGTON. 

Sir W, C- Beresfoj'd, K.B. 


]\ S. I believe we shall want the a.ssis<ance of some Per- 
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tuguose artillery, besides the artillery with tlie several bri- 
gades, for the siege, and it would be desirable that you 
should send 200 or 300 to the army. I propose to attach a 
9 pounder brigade to the 6th division, so that the 6 pounder 
short brigade with them may be put down. 


To His Excellency Charles Stuart, 

‘ My dear Sir, ' Fuente Guinaldo, 17th August, 1811. 

Having lately made an arrangement for the better con- 
ducting of our military posts, my attention has been drawn 
in a very particular manner to the enormous expense which 
we are incurring on this head every month for the Portu- 
guese Government. 

The post office is a branch of the civil Government, from 
which, in every well regulated country, the Government 
derive a revenue, of course after defraying all the charges 
attending upon it ; and the Portuguese Government, as well 
as others, enjoy this revenue. One of the charges against 
this jirofit was, I believe, peculiar to this country. The 
Government not only engaged to pay the usual price for the 
use of the post mules to transport their posts and messengers, 
but likewise half a dollar a day .for each mule, to the number 
of six kept at each post stage. It is true, that they never 
performed the engagement above referred to ; and the only 
profit the keepers of post horses derived was from the hire 
of their horses or mules to carry the messengers or the 
mails. 

^ Before the last French invasion we paid, for any extra- 
ordinary post which the service of the armies required, only 
the expense of the hire of thp.post mules which carried it; 
and I understand that the keepers of post mules were per* 
fectly satisfied with this payment, as well on account of its 
regularity as because the constant daily employment of the 
mules afforded means to subsist them, and sufficient profit 
to replace any that might have been worn out in the service. 

^ Since the French invasion, however, circumstances have 
altered; and, although the British Government derive no 
profit from the post, we have incurred enormous expenses on 
this account. First, while the head quarters were at Car- 
taxo the Commissary General of the British army was 



204 


SPAIN. 


1811. 


obliged to supply with rations all the mules and postilions 
posted on the road from Lisbon to that place, besides pay- 
ing the hire of the mules for the carriage of our messengers 
and posts. 

' Secondly, since the French have retired from Portugal, 
the Commissary General of the British army has su])plicd 
with rations all the mules and postilions on all the roads 
leading to the army, on which that mode of communication 
has been established, besides paying the expense of their hire 
for our messengers and posts. 

‘ The expense of these rations is enormous, and, at all 
events, ought not to fall upon the British Government ; and, 
in my opinion, we do a great deal when wc ])ay the expense 
of any particular line, or of more frequent communication 
which the military operations for the defence of Portugal 
may render necessary. 

‘ When the British Government sent an army to this 
country to aid in its defence, and gave Portugal a subsidy, 
it did not contemplate the possibility that it was not to hax e 
the use of the ordinary establishments of the country, or 
that the expense of the maintenance of those establishments 
was to be paid out of the military chest, while all the profits 
resulting from them were to go to the Portuguese Govern- 
ment : my opinion, therefore, is, that the expense of these 
rations is properly a charge against the Portuguese Govern- 
ment. 

" When first the French retired, it may have been neces- 
sary to give rations to the mules and postilions established 
at the several post stages, and the same necessity may still 
exist in some parts of the country ; but it is still desirable to 
revert to the old system as soon as possible. Accordingly, I 
have this day directed, that wherever it may be possible, 
half a dollar a day for each mule kept at each post stage in 
all the military communications may bo given instead of 
rations, which will of course be charged against tlie Portu- 
guese Government ; and besides that wc shall pay, for our 
couriers and extra posts, the usual hire of the mules. 

' I beg you to inquire from the Portuguese Government, 
whether this arrangement is satisfactory to them. If it 
should not be so, I beg them to take care that the post 
mules are established and kept up as usual on the roads ; 
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and I will use tliem as before the late French inva^i^^ • 
paying the usual hire for those which I use. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

^ His Excellency MVellington. 

Charles StuarL" 

To Major General JR. C^'aufurd, 

" My dear General, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 18 th August, 181 1 . 

^ I heard of the misfortune which occurred to one of your 
brigades of mules ; but I hope it is not so extensive as you 
imagine. The Commissary General will remedy it. I do 
not know how they came to pass by San Martin, and it is 
still more difficult to account for the surprise of our piquet 
there ; but I understand that the whole party, German, 
English, Spaniards, and muleteers, were looking at a pro- 
cession when the French entered the town. It is very un- 
fortunate that the cavalry, whom I had ordered to Gata, 
were not sent to that place; if they had been, this mis- 
fortune would not have occurred, and I should have known 
of the enemy’s being at Gata sufficiently early to attempt 
something upon them. 

^ I heard last night (but not from good authority) of a 
party being collected at Granadilla, probably for another 
I'econnaissance. 

^ I am going over to Cesmiro this morning, in order to 
look at the country on the other side of Ciudad Rodrigo, 
and I shall not be back till to-morrow : but, if anything 
comes near enough to you to enable you to strike a blow 
without incurring much risk, I wish you would do it. 

‘You see, by Grant’s account of the 16th, how the last 
reconnaissance got off : I think the next would be directed 
more towards Escarigo. It is not impossible but that they 
might wish to open a communication with Ciudad Rodrigo ; 
in which case, I mean to assemble the army about Pedro 
de Toro, and you might collect your division at once at 
Zamarra, and be in readiness to fall upon anything not too 
large for you, which should attempt to cross the plain. I 
consider Monsagro to be a point at which you ought to have 
an intelligent Officer, who \YOuld be able to give you inform- 
ation of all that passes in the Sierra on that side. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

^ Wellington. 


‘ Major General 
i?. Craufurd» 
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‘ P. S. I had a report from Sir Slapleion Colton yester- 
day, that there was a squadron of hussars at (’iudad itod- 
rigo. I rather believe that he must Iiavc' mistaken Don 
Julians people for Frenchmen: Don .hdian's peo])!(' are 
about the place in all directions; and I heard from the town 
yesterday;, tliat there was no cavalry there. 

‘ W.’ 


To , — th Rr^ijnent- 

‘ Ccsuiiro, 18 th Aupist, 1811 . 

Major General Cam])bell has informed me tiuit lie had 
placed you in arrest, on char^^es, copies of wliicli will lx* 
lransinittt‘d to you in the usual course by tin* Adjutant 
General, and lie has communicated to me a corrt'spondence 
wliieh has passed, upon which he has founded llio ;e char,<^;(*s. 

I am very desirous, if ])ossible, to jirevent these charg'(*s 
coming under the consideration of a General Court Martial ; 
and as it appears to mo that you have not eonsidert'd tlie 
subject in its true light, I trouble you with this letter, and 
I send it direct to yourself, because your Commanding 
Officer is the other party in the (luestion, and I am desirous 
to avoid inlluoncing the final decision l)y a Court Martial, 
by any opinion of mine, in case I should not succeed in con - 
vincing you that you have taken a mistaken view of your 
case. 

‘ It appears that you imagine that you liave reason to 
complain of an order issued by your (’'ommanding Ollicer, 
Major General (kimjjbell, and you have rtunonst rated upon 
this order. I put out of tlie (juestion, for the present, the 
consideration of the justice and the injustice of this order; 
or whctlicr you had ground, or otherwise, to remonstrate, a.s 
bearing in no manner upon the case. It is obvious that if 
you address your superior Officer upon any subject, 3011 
must make use of respectful terms, and must avoid tlic mo 
of those which arc offensive. This necessity exists in the 
common intercourse of life, in which nothing offensive is 
tolerated, either hy the rules of society or by tlie law; much 
less is anything offensive allowed in the intercourse among 
military men, particularly in the communications of an 
Officer, of whatever rank, to his Commanding Officer. I 
observe that in your letter of the Dili August, addressed to 
the Assistant Adjutant General, you state t.hat irom llic 
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papers you transmitted, it must appear that the orders of 
that day, as applicable to the regiment and yourself, are 
totally destitute of foundation f that it is proved that it is 
the reverse of what has heen stated f and that, if allowed to 
remain on record, it will be a gross wjustice to yourself 
the regiment. You sent the letter containing these expres- 
sions, notwithstanding that the Assistant Adjutant General 
and Major General Burne had refused to forward it to the 
Major General, because it contained offensive expressions. 

" I believe it will be admitted that the use of such expres- 
sions would not be tolerated in private life ; nay, the law 
would protect any individual from them, whatever might be 
the ground afforded for the use of them ; much less can the 
use of them be allowed from an OiRficer to his superior, upon 
an order issued by such superior. I would also observe, 
that the use of these expressions was entirely unnecessary 
for the purpose of your remonstrance : your legitimate object 
in that remonstrance was to show Major General Campbell 
that he was mistaken, and that his order ought not to have 
referred to the — th regiment; you were to effect this object 
by the papers which you enclosed ; and to add your com- 
ments upon these papers was not necessary for your pur- 
pose : but when those comments were conveyed in offensive 
terms, it would appear that they were added only for the 
purpose of offending. On this ground I am most anxious 
that you should not appear before a General Court Martial 
on such a subject. The discussion of it cannot lead to any 
good effect, whatever may be the result ; and if the General 
Court Martial should view it in the light which I do, in con- 
currence with the opinion of Major General Burne, and of 
the Assistant Adjutant General, you will be in a situation 
in which I shall be concerned to see any Officer of your 
rank. I request you, therefore, to reconsider the subject, 
on the ground on which I have placed it; and I assure you 
that nothing will give me more satisfaction than to have 
succeeded in prevailing upon you to recall expressions, 
which nothing should have provoked you to use to your 
Commanding Officer. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ ^ ^ Wellington. 


— th Regiment. 
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^ P. S. Since writing the above Major General Stewart has 
brought me the papers which 3’’ou had sent to him, which, as 
I have above informed you, I had already seen. 


W.’ 


To His Excellency Charles Stuart, 

' My dear Sir, ‘Cesmiro, ISth August, 1811. 

' I have received your two letters of the 13th. The de- 
lays of the Portuguese Government are most provoking. I 
must again draw the attention of our Government to their 
conduct. It appears to me that we have lost all influence 
over them. 

^ The clothing for 30,000 men, and arms, sent to Portugal, 
are in addition to the subsidy, and must not be charged 
against it. 

^ I concur entirely with yon regarding the persons chosen 
to compose the .committee at Lisbon. I do not know Dr. 
Bonifacio, but I dare say he is a proper person. The others 
certainly are so. 

' I do not know how you are to get money for the pur- 
poses proposed. However, that is never thought of in 
England. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* His Excellency ^ W ELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart' 

To Major General Dunlop, 

" My dear Sir, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 19th August, 1811. 

" I understand that there was, on the 16th, a French 
Officer of the 47th regiment prisoner in Acebo, whom the 
magistrates were inclined to set at liberty. I beg that, as 
soon as possible after you shall receive this, you will send a 
patrole into Acebo, and demand this French Officer, and send 
him and the magistrates of the town to me.' If he should 
be gone, send the magistrates of the town. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Major General Dunlop, ^ Wellington. 

^ P. S. I enclose a letter from General Alava to the ma- 
gistrates. " W.’ 
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To Lieut. Colonel Framingham, commanding Royal Artillery, 

‘ Sir, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 20tli August, 1811. 

j I request you to order Lieut. Colonel Fisher to deliver 
to the Spanish Ambassador at Lisbon 2000 stands of arms, . 
for Colonel Downie’s Estremadura legion, which are to be 
forwarded to the orders of General Castahos ; likewise 1200 
stands of arms for the regiment La Princessa; and 2000 
stands of arms for the use of new levies in Castille. These 
two last mentioned 1200 and 2000 stands are to be deli- 
vered to the orders of Major General Don Carlos de Espaha. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Lieut, Colcynel Framingham,^ ^ Wellington. 

To Marshal Sir W. C, Beresford, K.B, 

* Fuente Guinaldo, 20tli August, 

' My dear Beresford, I8ii. 

^ I enclose a copy of a report which I received from 
Fletcher, respecting the present state of Almeida. It would 
be really worth while to have the men collected, and that 
done which he recommends. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal ‘ Wellington. 

Sir W, C, Beresford, K,B: 

To General Abadia, 

f Sir, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 20tli August, 1811, 

^ This letter will be delivered to you by Colonel Sir 
Howard Douglas, who has been appointed by the British 
Government to reside in Galicia, and to communicate such 
matters, for the information of His Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent, as it may be interesting for His Royal High- 
ness to know ; and to deliver to your Excellency such sup- 
plies of arms, &c., as the British Government may have it 
in their power to forward to you. 

^ I beg leave to recommend Sir Howard Douglas to your 
attention. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ General Abadia: " W ELLINGTON. 


VOL. VIII. 
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To Lieut. General Calvert^ Adjutant General to the Forces, 

* Fuento Guinaldo, 20th August, 

" My dpar General, tsi l 

^ I have received your letter of the , and I am very 
mnch obliged to His Royal Highness the Duke of Kent for 
the trouble which he has taken to remove from my mind 
the uneasiness which I felt, under the notion that His Royal 
Highness believed that I could do otherwise than forward 
his views, in respect to his regiment, by every means in my 
power. 

^ I shall be much obliged to you if you will take an op- 
portunity of stating to His Royal Highness how sensible 1 
am of his graciousness. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

^ Lieut, General Caherty * Wellington. 

Adjutant General to the Forces' 

To the Officer commanding the Artillery at Lamego, 

'Sir, * Fuente Guinaldo, 21st August, 1811. 

' I have received a letter from Mr. Pipon, informing me 
of the illness of Major Dickson, of the artillery ; and I have 
now to request that you will have the ordnance and stores 
brought up to Lamego, and that you will remain there till 
Brigade Major May shall arrive with my further orders. 

' I beg to hear from you what progress has been made in 
the operation of the removal of the ordnance and stores from 
the boats to Lamego. 

" I have the lionor to be, &c. 

' The Officer commanding ‘ WELLiNCiTON. 

the Artillery at Lamego^ 

To Major General Dunlop, 

‘ Fuento Guinaldo, 21st August, 1811, 
'My DEAR Sir, 3p.m. 

‘ I request you to send to Acebo a patrole ; and to send 
here, to wait upon General Alava, Don Jose Alinazara, 
Commandante del Rey of Plasencia, who is established there. 
You had better send a few infantry with the party, lest this 
gentleman should think of resistance. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

' Wellington. 


‘ Major General Dunlop^ 
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To Major General Peacocke. 

^ Sir, * Fuente Guinaldo, 21st August, 1811. 

^ I have directed that may be sent back to Jjisbon ; 

and I beg that after his arrival there lie may be sent to 
England jby the first opportunity that may offer. 

" I enclose the duplicate of a letter to the Secretary of 
State regarding this person, and I beg that you will give it 

to the Captain of the ship in which shall sail, and 

request him to send it to the Secretary of State, from the 
port at which he will land, informing the Secretary of State 
at the same time that he is landed. 

^ I beg you to have comfortably accommodated on 

his passage, and that you will give the Captain of the ship 

ten pounds, to be given to when he shall be put on 

shore in England. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Major General Peaco.cke' ‘ Wellington. 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart, 

‘My DEAR Sir, ‘Fuente Guinaldo, 2 1st August, 1 81 1. 

‘ I have written a long letter to the Portuguese Govern- 
ment, to endeavor to prevail upon them to adopt the ar- 
rangements for the conduct of the civil departments of the 
army recommended to them. 

‘ I shall send you in a day or two the accounts of our 
demands to the 24th June. They will amount to above 
80,000/. ; and besides this there is a demand for above 
400,000 dollars, for provisions for the 20th regiment. To 
tliis add 100,000/. in paper, and 100,000 dollars in specie, 
which I ordered to be paid to the chest the other day, and 
it will turn out that the subsidy is pretty well in advance 
according to my account 

‘ You will have heard that is arrived at Lisbon, 

and by all accounts he appears to be a liar of the first 
magnitude.” 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ^ WelLINGTON- 

Charles Stuartl 
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To Colonel Gordon, Commissary in Chief. 

* Fuente Guinaldo, 21st August, 

^ My DEAR Colonel, isii. 

I have received your letter of the 25th July. Since I 
wrote to you in June Sydenham has been at head quarters, 
where, with his usual ability, he acquired a great deal of 
information upon many points, whicli will be very useful to 
the Government in England. While he was with me I 
arranged all the details of a system for all the departments 
of the Portuguese army, and he and Beresford went to Lis- 
bon in the end of June, to endeavor to prevail iq)on the 
Government to carry them into execution. Beresford has 
been there ever since, and nothing is yet done. 

" In the meantime the Portuguese revenue has increased 
so much, as that in the month of July they realized more 
than 300,000J. sterling, so that there is no longer the excuse 
of want of money ; and yet commissariat matters go on so 
ill that I have been obliged to send 4000 troops to the rt'ar, 
because they can get no food in a forward position ; and 
these arc the only troops they have to feed witli this part of 
the army. I have written a remonstrance to the Portuguese 
Government upon the subject, of which I will send a copy 
to England. 

' I think that you have done well to send Mr, Bissett out 
to sec what the nature of the duties of the Commissary 
General are, before he undertakes to ]icrform them ; but 1 
anxiously hope that Mr. Kennedy will not leave us. In 
promoting Mr. Bissett, you have put him over the head of 

Mr. , who is with this army. I have tried Mr. , 

and he certainly was not, and, I should tliink, is not, fit to 
be Comxnissary General to such an army as this ; but lie is 
a very meritorious public servant, and has performed his 
duty very much to the satisfaction of Mr. Kennedy, and I 
have no doubt would be equal to the management, as Com- 
missary General, of a concern on a smaller scale, which 
should be attended with less difficulty than is experienced 
in this. I am apprehensive that he will be a little annoyed 
that Mr. Bissett is put over his head; and probably you 
might be induced to promote him likewise, as he really de- 
serves it. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

^ Wellington. 


‘ Colonel Gordon? 
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To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord^ ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 21st August, 1811. 

Sir Howard Douglas arrived here two dajs ago ; and, 
having had a conversation with him, he has set out for 
Galicia, through the northern provinces of Portugal. 

‘ At his desire I have permitted Captain Douglas, of the 
51st regiment, to accompany him; and I enclose to your 
Lordship a letter which I have received from Sir Howard 
Douglas, in which he requests to give a staff allowance to 
Captain Douglas, upon which I request to have your Lord- 
ship’s commands. 

^ I have the honor to he, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ WELLINGTON. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

' My Loud, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 21st August, 1811. 

" I beg to recommend that 15,000 sets of accoutrements 
may be sent to Lisbon, in order to enable me to supply the 
Spanish levies with accoutrements from time to time. I 
have in the stores at Lisbon about 15,000 stands of arms, 
but no accoutrements now remaining. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of LiveipooV ‘ Wellington. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

^ My Lord, * Fuente Guinaldo, 2l8t August, 1811. 

" I received information from Major General Peacockc 

some timQ ago, that a British subject, by the name of 

, was confined at Lisbon, by order of the Portuguese 

Government, on suspicion of being a spy ; and, upon a pe- 
rusal of the report of his examination and of the letters he 
had written, having been of opinion that there was some 
foundation for the suspicion, I requested the Portuguese 
Government to deliver this person over to me, in order that 
I might examine him. They readily complied with this 

request, and was brought to head quarters in 

charge of the Provost Marshal ; and, having had two con- 
versations with him, he appears to me to be able to give but 
a very unsatisfactory account of the motives for which he 
came to this country, where he knows nobody; and his ac- 
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count of his former life in England is by no means con- 
sistent. I have therefore deemed it best to send 

back to Lisbon, and to direct Major General Pcacocke to 
send him to England by the first opportunity that will offer 
after he shall reach Lisbon. 

^ Since the works between the Tagus and the sea were 
commenced I have directed that they should not be in- 
spected by anybody, from a desire to prevent not only a 

description, but a plan of them from being given to the 

public and to the enemy. was found n(?ar tlie 

works at Alhandra, and had questioned the piuisants u\ the 
neighborhood respecting the number and calibre of tlu^ guns 
in them, the number of men, &c. &c. ; and ho was arresU'd 
by the guards of the ordenanza stationed in the works. 

In his examination before the magistrates of Lisbon and 
by me he stated that he had come to Portugal with a view 
of serving in the German hussars ; and it appeared fhat the 
ship in which he said ho had come had returned to England, 
by and ho knew nobody at Lisl)on. 

‘ From the terms in which he addressed Major General 
Pcacocke I was inclined to believe that he had beem in tlu^ 
French service, and that he intended to enlist into llu‘. 
hussars, in the belief that he would bo able to desert from 
that corps with the intelligence which he should have pro- 
cured more easily than from a British regiment,; but, on 
examining him, I did not find any cause to confirm the 

suspicion that — — had been a soldier. But as he* 

had no business in Portugal, and could not give a sat.i.sfac- 
tory account of himself, I thought it best to send him to 
England. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, t&c, 

‘ The Earl of LiverpooV * WkIiLINGTON. 

To the Earl of Liverpool^ Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord, * Fuente Guinaldo, Slst August, 1811 . 

" Since I addressed you on the 14th instant I liave re- 
ceived from different quarters reports of the movement of 
reinforcements into Spain, the numbers of which have been 
stated to be from 14,000 to 24,000 men. The accounts which 
appear most deserving attention state that a cle re- 

serve, amounting to 24,000 men, is to be formed in the 
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northern part of Castille, consisting principally of battalions 
belonging to regiments already in Spain, filled with recruits 
of the late conscription. 

' But, besides these battalions, I have reason to believe 
that some of the old troops are coming into Spain. The 5th 
light infantry in particular, which were at Cherbourg, are, I 
know, upon their march into the Peninsula ; and this circum- 
stance will sevve to show that the collection of troops in the 
camp of Boulogne has the same object in view as the form- 
ation of an army of reserve in the north of Castille, viz., to 
form the newly raised conscripts. If the collection at Bou- 
logne had any other object in view, the 5th light infantry 
would not have been brought from Cherbourg into Spain. 

^ I have not heard how far the reinforcements have ad- 
vanced into Spain; but they had not reached Valladolid on 
the 15th instant. 

" The enemy have made no movement of any importance 
since I addressed your Lordship on the 14th. On that 
evening a detachment, consisting of about 1200 infantry and 
cavalry, arrived at Gala, which is on the south side of the 
mountains which separate Castillo from Estremadura, and 
on the following morning they surprised a small piquet in 
San Martin dc Trebejo, under Lieut. Wood, of the 11th 
light dragoons, whom they made prisoner, with ten men, 
and went off that evening to Moraleja, and on tlie next 
morning to Monte Hermoso. 

" The army of Portugal have nearly exhausted that part of 
Estremadura in which they are now stationed, and it is ex- 
traordinary that, notwithstanding the miseries which they 
have inflicted upon the people of the country, there is no 
resource or service which they require from tlie inhabitants 
that is not instantly afforded. Such is the effect of the 
terror which they have inspired, that they draw resources 
even from some of the villages in which the guerrillas are 
stationed. I have, however, no doubt of the attachment of 
these people to the cause of their country. 

‘ There is no doubt of the enemy being much distressed 
for want of money. I have reports from all quarters that 
the troops have not been paid for several montlis, and their 
departments are much distressed. They endeavor to relieve 
tliis distress by levying contributions on the country in every 
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manner that can be devised. But the relief to be obtained 
in this manner is trifling; and the Spaniards will at last 
learn, from the repeated oppressions of the enemy, that their 
only chance is determined resistance or flight. 

' I have not heard of any movements by the troops in the 
north, or in the south, since I last addressed your Lordship. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl qf Liverpool:^ ' W liLLlNGTON. 

To Major Greij^, 5 th Foot. 

^ My dear Grey, * Fuentc Guinaldo, 2 2cl August, 1811. 

' There arc two modes in which Oflicers have been j)cr- 
mitted to serve in the Portuguese army : twenty four 
Offleers obtained one step of promotion in the British army, 
in which they arc considered as unattached Officers, not 
having a regimental commission, and these arc doing duty 
in the Portuguese regiments, with one step of Portuguese 
rank senior to that which they hold in the British service. 

‘ Officers belonging to British regiments, principally with 
this army, we allow to enter the Portuguese service, still 
holding their commissions in their regiments in the British 
service ; these obtain no step of British rank on entering the 
Portuguese service, but they obtain one step of Portuguese 
rank ; that is, a British Major is made a Lieut. Colonel of a 
Portuguese regiment, still continuing Major of his regiment 
in the British army ; but as long as he holds his Portuguese 
commission he will command all Lieutenant Colonels ap- 
pointed after he shall have been appointed. 

Since March, 1809, when the twenty four Officers first 
referred to were appointed to serve with the Portuguese 
army, and promoted, the Oflicers selected to fill vacancies 
among those twenty four, and to receive one step of British 
rank, have been taken from among those serving with the 
Portuguese army, of the other description who had not 
received British rank upon entering the Portuguese service. 

Prom this statement you will sec that Marshal Beresford 
cannot recommend that you should be made a British Lieu- 
tenant Colonel upon entering the Portuguese service. You 
will be a Portuguese Lieutenant Colonel, and if there should 

* Now Colonel Grey. He had served in the 33d regiment, when Lord 
Wellington commanded it. 
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be a vacancy in the twenty four, you will have the same claim 
with others of being promoted, more particularly if fortune 
should favor you by giving you an opportunity of distin- 
guishing yourself. 

^ Believe me^ &c. 

« Major Grey’ ' Wellington. 

To Major General R, Craufard. 

‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 22d August, 1811, 

" My dear General, 9 a.m. 

" I am much obliged to you for the information contained 
in your letter of yesterday. There are certainly not more 
than from ten to twenty cavalry in Ciudad Rodrigo. I have 
written in Bell’s * favor, and I will repeat my recommenda- 
tion of him. We have accounts of reinforcements having 
arrived in Spain, the head of them at Valladolid. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Major General ^ WELLINGTON, 

i?. Craufurd^ 

To Marshal Marmonf, Due de Raguse, 

‘ Au Quartier G6n6ral, 

' Monsieur le Marechal, ce 22 Aodt, )8li. . 

^ J’ai I’honneur d’envoycr a votre Excellence Ic re^u de 
Mons: Villc sur Ance pour I’argent que vous lui avez envoye. 

‘ J’ai rc(;u la lettre que votre Excellence m’a fait Thon- 
neur de m’ecrire Ic 13 Aofit, et je vous suis bien oblige 
d’avoir renvoye M. Ic Lieut. Mackworth. J’ai (5crit cn 
Angleterrc pour fairc renvoyer en France sur parole M. le 
Capitaine d’Artillerie, Gravellc; et je suis bien-aise de 
pouvoir faire quelque chose qui vous soit agr^able. 

' Je vous propose de fairc Fechange de cct Ojfficicr pour 
le Capitaine Lutyens de ll”"'’ regiment du dragons; et 
je vous prie de nommer un Officicr du grade de Lieu- 
tenant que je pourrais renvoyer cn cchange pour M. Ic 
Lieut. Mackworth. 

^ J’ai Fhonneur d’etre, &c. 

‘ Le Marechal Marmont^ ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Due de Raguse^ 

♦ Colonel Bell, Secretary to Government at the Cape of Good Hope. He 
was then a Lieutenant in the 52d. His great talent in sketching country had 
recommended him to Lord Wellington’s notice. 
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To Lieut, General Hill, 

‘ My dear Hill, * Fuente Guinaldo, 22d August, 1811. 

" I enclose a letter for Marmont, which I beg you to for - 
ward to Badajoz as soon as you can. I likewise enclose 
Marmont's letter to me, from which you will observe that 
Mr. Mackworth is not exchanged, but only allowed to come 
in upon his parole ; but if Marmont docs not name an 
Officer to be exchanged for him, in answer to my letter, I 
shall send one in, and will give Lieut. Mackworth his cartel. 

^ I have lately made an alteration in the system of our 
ordnance ; and I propose to have with each division of in- 
fantry one heavy brigade of G pounders, or one brigade of 
9 pounders, and to have no artillery in reserve, excepting 
with the infantry and the Portuguese artillery. You have 
with the 2d division two brigades, one of heavy () pounders, 
and one of 9 pounders ; and I wish you would keep which 
you choose, and send the other across the Tagus to join the 
5th division. Murray will send the route for it. 

" There is in General Howard’s brigade a company of tiie 
3d batt. 95th regiment, which Sir Brent Spencer detained 
last year, as the regiment was his : 1 wi.sh this company to 
join its battalion, and that one of the companies of the GOth, 
in the brigade with the Buffs, &c., should be in General 
Howard’s brigade ^ this brigade, having the 71st in it, re 
quires light infantry less than any of the others. 

The company of the 95th may move with the guns. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

^ Lieut, General HilU ^ Wellington. 

To Marshal Sir W, G. Beresfordy K,B, 

^ " Fuente Guinaldo, 22d August, 

"My dear Beresfokd, isii. 

" I received last night your letter of the 17th. I agree 
with you, that you ought to recommend an Officer in the 

room of M "Mahon ; but I am afraid it ought to be , 

instead of * * * *. is the senior of the two in the same 

brigade, and although * * * * is undoubtedly the best and tlui 
most deserving, has by accident been the most distin- 

guished ; and it will increase the bitterness of the pill which 
has already been administered to him in too great a degree 
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if * * * * should be preferred to him, the claims of both being- 
grounded on services performed while both were in the same 
brigade. There is time for you to consider this suggestion 
before the post goes next week, and I therefore make it to 
you ; but if you should still prefer ^ I will of course 
recommend him. 

In my opinion there are no Officers who deserve promo- 
tion better than Carroll, Whittingham, and Kochc. It was a 
job originally to place them among the twenty four destined 
to discipline the Portuguese army; but I believe they could 
not get them promoted to the rank of Major in any otlier 
manner : but, having been placed in that situation, there are 
no Officers who have led such a life as tliey have, particu- 
larly Carroll, tlowever, I tliink that Hill, or Doyle, Le 
Mesurier, and Campbell, have claims likewise ; and I liave 
no objection to bring them forward : but 1 think it better not 
to say anything against the promotion of the other three. I 
have taken the opportunity of Pack’s wants to write to tlu^ 
Government about the delay of the arrangements, a letten* 
which 1 hope Avill have some effect. 

Mr. Stuart informed me that Redondo and Forjaz arc', 
inclined to refer their dispute to me ; if they do, I shall 
decide upon it by return of post. 

' I sent you Fletcher’s opinion about Almeida. If the 
masons and people arc assembled for tlic work proposed by 
Fletcher, I shall send him an English cmgineer over to have 
it executed: it is an inconvenience of the lirst magnitude not 
having that place in order. 

‘ You will hear that the French arc getting in reinforce- 
ments, and tliey appear to threaten Galicia. My position 
here, however, must keep them in check ; at the sainc t inuj 
that they must prevent the execution of tlie design which 
brought me here : that I cannot help, and I shall not Ini 
dissatisfied, if I can save Galicia. In the meantime, 
although I scarcely hope that I sliall 'be abh^ to attack 
Ciudad Rodrigo, I allow the train to come on as far as tlie 
neighborhood of Trancoso, in case the French should enter 
Galicia, that I may be in a situation to proceed at once, and 
vigorously, with the siege. As for Marmont, I think I am 
more than a match for him singly ; but not if ho has 20,000 
infantry and 2500 cavalry upon the Duero to join him, of 
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which number the northern army now consists. From this 
statement you will see what a convenience it would be to 
have Almeida in a state of security. 

" If I find that the troops move forward from Rio Scco, I 
shall order Silveira to collect his forces. 

Believe me, &c. 

^ Marshal ' WELLINGTON. 

Sir W. a Beresford, ICB: 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart 

f My dear Sir, ' Fuente Guinaldo, 22d August, 1811. 

^ I quite agree in opinion with you regarding the military 
chest. It should be entirely under the control of the Ge- 
neral, or of the Minister in the war department. 1 rather 
believe of the latter ; at the same time, that the heads of 
departments who receive funds from the military chest, 
should be accountable in the usual manner to the depart- 
ment of finance. But when the parties shall refer their 
dispute to me, I shall draw a memorandum upon the sub- 
ject, which will settle the mode in which the business shall 
be conducted. 

^ Believe me, See. 

^ His Excellency ' WELLINGTON, 

Charles Siuartl 


To Major General Cooke, 

^ Sir, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 22d August, 18U. 

^ I have received your letter of the 1 1th. Wc have in the 
British stores at Lisbon no planks for gun and mortar plat'* 
forms, nor any of the articles which you require, which arc 
not wanted for the service of the army ; and I believe that 
they cannot be procured at Lisbon at a chea])cr rate than 
you can procure them at Cadiz : but I recommend you to 
send to England a regular requisition for every article of 
store that you require. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

< Major General Cooke: * WELLINGTON* 

To the Right Hon. Henry Wellesley. 

^ My dear Henry, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 22d August, 1811, 

" I enclose my dispatch of yesterday* Since I wrote it I 
have heard that about 5000 or 6000 infantry, and 1500 
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cavalry, have arrived at Valladolid; these are said to be the 
garrison of Pamplona, &c., who have been replaced by 
the lately arrived reinforcements. The French appear to 
threaten Galicia ; but it is said that, hearing of our position 
here, they are about to detach to Salamanca. It will be im- 
possible for me to attack Ciudad Rodrigo, while this large 
army shall remain on the Duero, and another on the other 
flank at Plasencia : but I shall not be dissatisfied, if by our 
position we shall save Galicia ; and I do not propose to give 
up all thoughts of attacking Ciudad Rodrigo, if it should be 
possible. 

‘ It is again said that Soult is not gone from Seville, and 
I should be glad to hear from you on that subject. I believe 
he is gone. 

" Ever yours most affectionately, 

‘ The Right Hon. H. Welledey: ' Wellington. 

To Lieut. General Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart 
' My dear Cotton, ‘Fuente Guinaldo, 23d August, 1811. 

‘ I do not want to renew the discussion of the other day ; 
but I enclose the account of the cause of the issues to the 
Royal dragoons since the 1st August, at the head quarters 
only, without counting what they had picked up at the out 
quarters. This quantity is very insufficient, and I hope 
such deficiencies will not occur again ; but there is some dif- 
ference between this account and that of fifteen pounds in 
fifteen days given by Slade. 

^ When supplies are deficient, there is a loose way of talk- 
ing of them, which may be very excusable ; but it should not 
be taken for an official report. 

' Believe me., &c. 

‘ Lieut General ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Sir S. Cottony Barti 

To Lieut. General Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

^ My dear Cotton, ^ Fuente Guinaldo, 23d August, 1811. 

' Just after you went away, Mr. Kennedy brought the 
enclosed returns, which revived me a little; from which it 
appears that, since the date of your returns, the 16th has 
been supplied, and have in hand to the 25tli. 
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^ However, the 100 mules which left Loza the 22(1 cannot 
he back till the 27th or 28th at soonest ; and I am afraid 
that, unless they manage their stock now in hand, they will 
be again without for a day or two. 

^Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General ^ WelUNOTOK. 

Sir S. Cotton, BartJ ' 

To General Don Carlos de Espafia, 

‘ Fuento G\iiiialclo, 

' Monsieur le General, co 23 AoAt, isi i. 

' J'ai eii bhonneur de rccevoir votre lettre du 22. Je no 
pourrais pas, sans grand inconvenient, (dendre ines posies 
a Ledcsina, malgre quo ce point soil important, tie vous 
conseille de ne ricn risquer pour Ic maintenir ; a moins que 
los Fran(;ais sc renforcent consid(h*ablement sur le ''rormes, 
ie ne crois pas qu’ils s’etablisscnt a licdcsma ; mais il y a 
grande difference entre s’etablir dans un postc ct d y laisser 
s etablir la force ennemie. Ainsi malgre qu'ils n’y resleront 
pas a moins quo les renforts no viennent sur le Tonnes, ils 
pourront bicn tacher d’en chasscr les troupes de Don tJulian, 
et si vous trouvez qu ils en out le dessein je vous conseille 
de les en retircr. 

" J’ai rhonneur (Vfitre, &c. 

‘ General ‘ WELtaNGTON. 

Don Carlos de Espafia.' 

To His Excellency Charles Simrf, 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Fuento Guinaldo, 23(1 Auj^ust, 1811. 

‘I have received Dom Miguel Forja// letter and the (Ui- 
closures respecting tlic military chest, to whicli tlio answer is 
written, and will go this night, if M. Sodre can translate the 
papers in time. 

‘ I observed that one of the proposals in the Conde de 
lledondo’s plan is that wo should begin a new account of 
the subsidy from the 1st October; and that all arrears or 
debts previous to that time shall be settled thereafter — 
how, is not stated. I have taken no notice of this article in 
my observations, excepting that the regulation thereof has 
nothing to do with the formation of the military chest; 
but I recommend to you to take notice of it, and not to 
increase the Portuguese debt, at least till the 1st October. 
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I have desired Mr. Kennedy to pay to the chest 100,000 
dollars in specie of a sum lately arrived from Cadiz, which is 
200,000 dollars in specie, and 100,000/. in paper, which I 
have ordered to be paid to the chest within these last eight 
days ; and I intend to give another 100,000 dollars in specie 
of a sum which I expect from Cadiz in the end of the month. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ‘ WELLINGTON . 

Charles Stuart. 

‘ P. S. I enclose the accounts of issues to the Portuguese 
troops to the 24th June, and the accounts of issues to the 
regiment at Cadiz, amounting to 163,800/. ^ W.’ 

To Marshal Sir W. C, Beresford, K.B. 

‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 24tli August, 

' My dear Beresford, isii. 

‘ I enclose a letter which I have received from Picton, 
regarding Champlemond, to which 1 beg to draw your 
attention. It states generally the piu'port of a conver- 
sation which I had with him the day before yesterday on 
the same subject, witii this- addition, that I told him I 
believed I was the cause of Champlcm end’s disgrace, by 
] laving reported to you the manner in wliich the sick of his 
brigade were sent from Nave d’Aver in the commencement 
of the month of May. In answer, he told me that Champlc- 
mond had brought to punishment the OiEficer and Surgeon 
who had gone in charge of these sick ; and he then men- 
tioned that he had ordered Champlemond off the field on 
the 3d May, in ''consequence of his being entirely unfit for 
duty from sickness. All this being the case, you will [pro- 
bably think him worthy of being promoted to be a Brigadier 
General. 

" Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal " WELLINGTON. 

Sir W. C. Beresford, K.BJ 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

' My dear Sir, ‘Fuente Guinaldo, 24th August, 1811. 

‘ M. SodrtS has finished the translation of my papers on 
the military chest ; but, as I cannot tell whether the transla- 
tion accurately explains my meaning, I send you the original 
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drafts, which I beg you will return to me as soon as you 
shall have done with them : if there should be any doubt, 
you can explain my meaning from these papers. 

^ ^ Believe me, &c. 

^ His Excellency ‘ ^ ELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart" 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

< Sir, ^ Fuente Guinaldo, 24tli August, 1811. 

'I forward a letter and its enclosure which I have received 
from the Officer who commands at the hospital station at 
Coimbra. 

am inclined to believe that must have made a 

mistate, and that she intended to mahe the complaint of 

* ^ * which she has made of f f | f . 

in the Portuguese army. If, however, she should be of 
opinion that she has any reason to complain of f f f | 
conduct, I shall have him put in arrest, and shall bring liim 
to trial before a General Court Martial, if she will order the 
witnesses to attend it- 

^ I have likewise the honor to enclose a letter from Incut. 
General Hill, with a report from Lieut. Colonel Stewart, 
who commanded the troops lately occupying the barracks at 
Evora, on the damages stated to have been done to those 
barracks. 

" It is very desirable that some means sliould he adopted 
of verifying these complaints. It is obvious tliat tliis com- 
plaint is much exaggerated, if not entirely destitute of 
foundation; and, at all events, Lieut. Colonel Stewart 
having manifested an inclination to attend to any complaints 
made of the conduct of the troops, it appears that it would 
have been more friendly if the magistrates or Barrack 
Master at Evora had complained in llie first instance to 
that Officer, instead of to the Secretary of State. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* His Excellency ^ WELLINGTON, 

Charles Stuart^ 

To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K^B. 

* Sir, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 24tli August, 181 1. 

" Having received the directions of the Secretary of State 
to pay to , late of the Lusitanian Legion, certain 
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allowances from the 29th June, 1808, to the 23d February, 
1809, I beg that you will ascertain for me whether any 
allowances had been issued by the Portuguese Government 
to the Lusitanian Legion during that period. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Marshal ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Sir W. C, Beresford, K.B, 

To Marshal Sir TV. C. Beresford^ K.B, 

‘ Fuente Giiinaldo, 25tli August, 

* My dear Beresford, isn. 

‘ I wish that you would speak to Dom Miguel Forjaz about 
the practice which prevails of publishing, in the Lisbon 
newspapers, the intelligence received from Salamanca by 
General Silveira, and forwarded by him to the Portuguese 
Government, from which papers it is copied in the English 
newspapers. Our correspondents there will certainly be 
discovered if this practice is continued. Indeed they will be 
lucky if their own indiscretion does not bring some of them 
to the gallows. 

" What do you think of one of them going to Ledesma the 
other day and dining with Don Carlos do Espaua and Don 
Julian, which was known ptiblicly, and talked of at Sala- 
nianca; and, having escaped hanging upon that occasion, 
they w^anted to have a meeting with Alava and O’Lalor 1 ! 1 
However, they arc so very useful to us, that we sliould take 
care that they are not discovered by our means. You may 
depend upon it that if this intelligence from Salamanca, as 
published in our newspapers, is ob^rved in Paris, and it 
becomes an object to discover who gives it, our friends will 
be discovered and hanged. 

" I think that Marmont is about to move ; and if ho 
approaches us alone, or not sufficiently supported, I should 
not be surprised if we were to come to blows in a few days. 
However, it is not to be expected that he will approach us, 
excepting in great strength, as they arc very strong upon 
the Duero. 

* Believe me, &c. 

* Marshal ‘Wellington. 

Sir W. C. Beresford, K,B: 
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To His Excellency Charles Stuart, 

‘ Sir, * Fuente Guinaldo, 25tli August, 1811. 

" I have the honor to enclose to you an extract of a letter 
of the 14th August, which has been transmitted to me by 
Marshal Sir . William Beresford; from one paragraph of 
which it appears that the Portuguese Government has 
decided a question respecting recruiting persons in the 
employment of the departments of the British army, upon 
which I intended to address you as soon as 1 should luive 
ascertained exactly how tlie law stood upon this subject. 

" It is impossible for any army to keep the field without 
having some assistance from the country ; and assistance of 
this description is particularly necessary to the British army 
in this country. It might have appeared desirable to the 
Portuguese Government to know how far we could do with- 
out this assistance, particularly as the greatest part of the 
Portuguese army are fed by the Britisli departments. 

' I beg likewise to mention that the Spanish Government, 
to whose troops wc do not at all times give this assislanc(\ 
have exem])tcd from the laws of the conscription all the 
persons in the employment of the British army. 

‘ I am far from wishing to interfere with the laws for 
recruiting the army ; but I beg you to inform the lk)rtuguese 
Government that, if they do not recall the words marked in 
pencil in the enclosed lettei', 1 beg that they will take 
measures to feed their own troops, as the British dejiarl- 
ments can feed them no longer. 

‘ The inconvenience which the army will feel from tlu^ 
want of the services of these people would be so great , and 
the conduct of the Government in depriving us of their 
services in this sudden manner, without previous notice, is so 
unfriendly, compared with the conduct of the Spanish 
Government on the same subject, that I must submit it to 
the consideration of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent 
of Great Britain. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

' Bis Excellency ^ Wellinoton. 

Charles Stuarts 
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To Major General R, Craufurd. 

^ My dear General, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 26th August, 1811. 

" Having been out all the morning, I have only now 
received your two notes of this day. 

" I did not know that Don Julian’s party had been with- 
drawn from Zamarra; and I suppose they have also with- 
drawn from the neighborhood of the place, as they sent no 
report either of the party that went to Zamatra or of that 
which went likewise to Pastores. 

" In consequence of Major Greuben complaining that his 
party had too much to do, I have ordered another squadron 
to be sent to you ; but I think it would be advisable to place 
some of your infantry in Zamarra. I think you had better 
not send them any farther forward at present. 

' Believe me, &c. 

‘ Major General "Wellington. 

i?. Craufurd^ 


MEMORANDUM. 

For Lievi. Colonel Framingham^ commanding the Royal Artillery. 

‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 27th August, 1811. 

" 1. Captain Macdonald’s troop of horse artillery to be 
ordered to be prepared to march as soon as possible, and, 
when ready, they are to march to join this army. 

" 2. One of the two companies of artillery, now with the 
battering train, to be ordered to Gastello Branco, to take 
charge there of the brigade of 6 pounders lately belonging to 
the German artillery. The drivers at Coimbra, and all other 
spare drivers with the army, likewise to be ordered to 
Gastello Branco. 

" 3. When the heavy 6 pounders shall arrive from Lisbon 
at Gastello Branco, the company of artillery, ordered by No. 
2 from the heavy train, are to be attached to them, and the 
brigade of heavy 6 pounders there to be equipped from the 
horses, &c., of Captain Thompson’s brigade, and are to join 
the army. 

" 4. Captain Thompson and his company are to go to 
Lisbon with the German light 6 pounders, either drawn by 
bullocks or worn-out horses, according as may be provided 
hereafter. 

‘ Wellington.’ 

3 2 
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To Marshal Sir W, C, Beresford, K.B, 

‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 27th August, 
" My DEAR BerESFORD, 1811. 

^ I enclose a letter from the Engineer at Almeida; from 
which it appears that he has neither money nor people to 
proceed with his work, for which lie desires to have my in- 
structions. It is useless to instruct him under such circum- 
stances. 

" I have ordered Lieut. Craufurd, of the 91st regiment, to 
place himself under your orders. 

^ I have no particular anxiety respecting the German Ser- 
jeant you mention in your letter of the 23d. 

^ Believe me, &:c. 

‘ Marshal ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Sir JV. C. Beresford, K.B: 

To Major Ge?ieral Peacocke. 

‘ My dear Sir, * Fuente Guinaldo, 27tli August, 1811. 

" I have received your letter of the 21st August. My 
opinion is, that there will he no inconvenience in equipping 
at Oeyras the soldiers who are fit to join the army ; and, 
Avhen equipped, they might be embarked at PaQO d'Arcos or 
elsewhere, and sent up with the tide as high as Sacavcm, 
from whence they might proceed. 

^ It will not do to send them to Oeyras, and to bring them 
back to Belem to be equipped, and keep them there in con- 
finement. It is much better, thougli a little more trouble- 
some, to equip them at Oeyras. 

‘ However, the great difficulty will probably consist in the 
Commissary’s sending out to Oeyras the articles of equi])- 
ment which they will require; hut I dare say that he wdll not 
find it impossible to overcome this difficulty. 

Believe me, See. 

‘ Major General Peacocke: ^ WELLINGTON. 

To Ills Excellency Charles Stuart. 

' My dear Sir, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 27th August, 1811. 

I have desired the Commissary General to pay to the 
chest of the Aids 150,000 dollars of a sum of money 
recently arrived from England. 
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" The conduct of the Portuguese Government in refusing 
to receive from the commissariat articles which were ten- 
dered to them, and afterwards purchasing those articles in 
the market at Lisbon, and covering this transaction by a 
falsehood, viz., that they did not know that the commissariat 
would supply the articles wanted, is of a nature so injurious 
to the alliance, and to the very existence of the contest, and 
is so mean and dirty in itself, that I earnestly request of you 
to represent it to Lord Wellesley, and to inform the Por- 
tuguese Government that I have made this request. 

The Portuguese Government are, or ought to be, aware 
of the difficulties in which Great Britain is involved, in order 
to procure not money’s worth, but money,— specie, — to main- 
tain the contest, of which the probable want alone renders 
llic result doubtful. In order to avoid this want they are 
making the most gigantic efforts, at an enormous expense, 
to send to this country every article that an army can re- 
(j[uirc, in hopes to save the demand for, and expenditure of, 
specie in the purchase of these articles in the country ; and 
the Portuguese Government, instead of seconding their laud- 
able efforts, set themselves against them, and, for the sake 
of a dirty job in Lisbon, purchase there the articles with 
which the commissariat have been supplied from England, 
and which were tendered to them. 

^ Either the Portuguese Government arc entirely ignorant 
of what is going on in the world, or they are the friends and 
partizans of the enemy to the utmost of their power. I defy 
them, in their situation, to aid the enemy so much as by in- 
creasing the demands of specie upon the British Govern- 
ment. I declare that I have no patience with such conduct. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuarti 


D) His Excellency Charles Stuart 

‘ gni, ‘ Fiiente Guinaldo, ‘27th August, 1811. 

' I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 21st, 
enclosing a note of the 17th from Dorn Miguel Forjaz, on 
the subject of a complaint from the Postmaster at Estremoz. 

^ This complaint docs not mention the name of the person 
complained of, or the regiment to which he belongs, or even 
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the date of the occurrence which is its subject;, or any one 
circumstance by which it could be traced and investigated. 
It is impossible to give redress when the complaints are so 
vague. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

^ His Excellency " Wellington. 

Charles Stuart,* 

To the Earl of Livei'pooly Secretary of State. 

^ My dear Lord, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 27th August, 1811. 

^ By reference to the states which I send you by this post 
your Lordship will see how we stand in respect to British 
cavalry. As for the Portuguese cavalry, I am afraid that, 
owing to starvation, they are worse than useless, and we 
must not reckon upon more than the British. I am very 
confident that, even with the numbers which I have now 
with me, no accident can happen to us ; but we have not 
enough to take the field on a decidedly offensive plan. 

^ In my letter of the 18th July I reckoned the French 
cavalry actually with the army of Portugal about 3500 men. 
Eecent reports state that the army of the north have 2500 
cavalry. These are already double the numbers which we 
can produce, on this frontier, of British cavalry. But I 
believe there is also, in Castille, a brigade of light cavalry 
belonging to Marmont’s army ; at least he mentions it in a 
letter which we have intercepted. 

" When, in my letter of the 18th July, I mentioned 3500 
as the number of cavalry with the army of the south, I 
meant the cavalry which had come into Estremadura, and 
had joined with that of the army of Portugal. According to 
the returns which I have of Soult’s army of the south, he 
h^s 7774 cavalry, of which he brought only the number 
above mentioned, as I believe, into Estremadura, 

" From this statement, your Lordship will see how unlikely 
it is that you can make us equal to the French in cavalry for 
a decidedly offensive operation. 

" It has never been, possible for us to assemble our whole 
army on this frontier, more particularly since the fall of Ba- 
dajoz and the destruction of the Spanish army of Estrema- 
dura. We are nearly twice as far from Lisbon at this spot 
as Badajoz is. The Tagus is fordable nearly everywhere 
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from Abrantes to below Santarem ; and if I were to leave 
the Alentejo without a respectable body of troops, the 
enemy might and would move the 5tli corps through that 
province, and they would be at Lisbon as soon as I should 
hear that they had passed the Guadiana. It is as necessary 
to leave cavalry with that corps in Alentejo as it is to leave 
infantry ; and accordingly your Lordship will see that some 
of the British cavalry remain there. These, however, are 
not the most efficient regiments. 

There is another point also to be considered in the 
assembling of these large bodies of cavalry, and that is, 
their food. It is impossible to describe the difficulty with 
which food is procured for them. The cavalry collected 
with this army are now fifty or sixty miles distant, in order 
to get food, and I trust to be able to assemble them when 
I shall want them. If 1 should bring them together too 
soon, or keep them together too long, the horses would 
starve. 

^ At the same time I am of opinion that we cannot have 
too much British cavalry. We can certainly do nothing 
without them in a general action out of our mountains ; and, 
from all that I can learn, the expense of feeding the horses 
is not greater than it is in Lngland, as the hay or grass 
they cat is seldom paid for, and the straw, when they get 
it, is not nearly so expensive as the hay is in England. An 
augmentation of cavalry, therefore, should the season be 
favorable, and the country which is the scene of our opera- 
tions should produce forage, will give us great advantages ; 
and even if we should be obliged to keep part of our cavalry 
in the rear, from the want of forage, it will enable us to re- 
lieve those in front occasionally, and thus always to have a 
body of cavalry in good condition. I am therefore very 
p-lad that you have sent Le Marchant's brigade. 

' I am almost certain that I shall not be able to attack 
Ciudad Bodrigo, and I think it is doubtful whether I shall 
be able to maintain the blockade of that place. However, 
1 shall not give up my intention until I am certain that the 
enemy are too strong for me in an action in the field, ihe 
place, although weak in itself, and though the ground on 
which it stands is badly occupied (the French have im- 
proved.it in some degree), is in the best chosen position ot 
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nhy frontier fortress that I have e\^er seen. It is impossible 
to do anything against it, either in the way of siege or 
blockade, excepting by crossing the Agueda, and of all the 
ravines that I have ever seen this is the most difficult to 
cross, excepting close to the fort; and in winter it cannot 
be crossed at all, excepting at the bridges, of which the 
only practicable one for carriages is under the guns of the 
fort. We must fight the battle therefore, to maintain this 
blockade, with our backs to this river, over which we should 
have to retire in case of check : and this would be an awk- 
ward position, in which I ought not to involve the army, 
unless the numbers are so nearly equal as to render success 
probable. You will observe that these circumstances all 
favored the French when they attacked the place from 
Spain. 

‘ However, thei*e is one thing very clear, that if we cannot 
maintain this blockade, the enemy must bring 50,000 men 
to oblige us to raise it; and th 9 y can undertake nothing 
else this year, for they must still continue to watch this 
place, and we shall so far save the cause. In the mean- 
time, if they offer me a favorable opportunity of bringing 
any of them to action, I shall do it. 

" I hear reports of peace from all parts of Spain, and it is 
a subject of common conversation and general joy among 
the French Officers. I know that ^ome of them have 
received accounts from Paris, stating that peace was likely 
to take place. We have certainly altered the nature of the 
war in Spain ; it has become, to a certain degree, offensive 
on our part. The enemy are obliged to concentrate large 
corps to defend their own acquisitions ; they are obliged to 
collect magazines to support their armies (Marraont says he 
can do nothing without magazines, which is quite a new era 
in the modem French military system) ; and I think it pro- 
bable, from all that I hear, that they are either already 
reduced, or they must soon come, to the resources of France 
for the payment of those expenses which must be defrayed 
in money. As soon as this shall be the case, and as soon as 
the war will not produce resources to carry itself on, your 
Lordship may be certain that Buonaparte will be disposed 
to put an end to it, and will submit to anything rather than 
draw from France the resources which must be supplied in 
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order to keep together his armies. I think it not unlikely, 
therefore, that peace is speculated upon in France. 

" Wc have a great many Officers and men sick, but none 
or very few seriously so. It is astonishing how easily the 
Officers and soldiers of our army are affected by sickness, 
and the little care they take of themselves. In some situa- 
tions also the effects of the climate are terrible. Very 
recently the Officer commanding a brigade of artillery 
encamped them in one of the most unwholesome situations, 
and every man of them is sick. However, the weather will 
soon become cool in this part of the country, and I hope 
there yyill be an end of the sickness. 

" Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool ' WELLINGTON. 

" r. S. I enclose the morning state of the 25th, with a 
note on the back, showing the state of the army in cavalry 
and infantry in Castillo and in Alentejo. 

‘ W.’ 


To It Kennedy i Commissary General 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 28th August, 1811. 

‘ I enclose a letter, and its enclosure, from Mr. Stuart, 
and 1 shall be obliged to you if you will let me have your 
opinion upon the latter. It appears to me to afford another 
instance of the desire of some of the members of the Portu- 
guese Government to interfere in everything ; it regulates 
those matters which have been regulated already fifty 
times ; it interferes, by way of civil regulation, in that which 
can be the result only of military order, &c. &c. ; however 
let me have your opinion upon it. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

^ R. Kennedy, Esq,, ^WELLINGTON. 

Co7nmtssary General 

^ P.S. However desirable it may be that the Portuguese 
Government should take from us articles in kind, instead of 
money, Mr. Dunmorc must not be allowed to give anything 
whatever without reference to you. 

^W. 
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To Major General E, Craufurd, 

‘ My dear General, ‘Fuente Guinaldo, 28 tli August, 1811 . 

I have received your note of this day ; the reports which 
you have received agree with those which I have. I rather 
imagine that the whole of the cavalry had gone forward 
towards Salamanca, but I suppose now that only part is 
gone to open the communication with the army of the north. 
A reinforcement has arrived at Valladolid, and the army of 
the north is very strong, and is apparently about Leon, 
Benavente, Rio Seco, and Valladolid. The army of Por- 
tugal are apparently collected in the different passes of the 
Sierra, Bafios, Tornavacas, and El Pico, and thereabouts ; 
and they will pass the mountains probably when the army 
of the north approach the Tormes, unless they have in view 
some plan of greater extent, founded upon the arrival of 
larger reinforcements than I have yet heard of. 

' It appears from intercepted letters that great prepara- 
tions were ordered at Valladolid, Burgos, &c., in the end of 
June, for the arrival of reinforcements which were to l)e at 
Bayonne early in August ; and these were of such an extent, 
and the orders so detailed, that I think that the Emperor 
then intended to be of the party. The recall of Bessicres, 
in July, would prove an alteration of plan ; but whether he 
comes or not, or whatever may be the extent of the re- 
inforcement now come, or coming, it is certain that there is 
now a very large army north of the Duero. 

Believe me, &c. 

' Major General * WELLINGTON. 

R, CraufardJ 


To Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 

‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 28 th August, 

‘ My dear Beresford, 1811 . 

' I enclose you the draft of a letter which I have written 
this day to Bacellar, and I rather think that the intelligence 
which I have received since I wrote this letter ought to 
induce me to go further, and to collect his troops imme- 
diately. 

" You will see the dispatches to Government, but I have 
no doubt that unless the design has been altered since the 
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end of June and beginning of July, we shall have the 
Emperor in Spain and hell to pay before much time elapses. 

" I have my train well in hand, and can have it on board 
again in a very few days. 

Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal ‘ Wellington. 

Sir W, C, Beresford, K.B,' 

To Lieut, General Bacellar. 

^ Sir, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 28 tli August, 1811 . 

' You will have received from General Silveira accounts 
of the enemy’s progress, and of their positions on the fron- 
tiers of Galicia and Tras os Montes. I have no doubt that 
their design, whatever it was, has been suspended, in con- 
sequence of the position of the allied army under my com- 
mand on the frontiers of Castillc ; but as it is difficult to 
foresee what movements the enemy will make, and as at 
present the provinces of Tras os Montes and the Minho are 
in a very defenceless state, I wish you to give orders that 
all the Officers and soldiers of the militia in those provinces 
should join their corps ; and you will direct General Sil- 
veira, General Trant, and Colonel Wilson, to be in readiness 
to perforin those operations which were directed by Marshal 
Sir William Beresford last year, in the event of the enemy’s 
invasion of the northern provinces by the different northern 
passes. 

' The enemy’s position at present at Benavente, Leon, 
&c., would indicate a movement by the northern passes; 
and it might be expedient that General Silveira should 
assemble his cavalry, and two or three of the nearest batta- 
lions, at Braganza, from whence he would observe the 
movements of the enemy, and could adopt such further 
measures, according to the instructions of Marshal Sir 
William Beresford, as the movements of the enemy might 
render necessary. My opinion is that the enemy will im- 
mediately move their whole force towards the Agueda ; but 
as I may bo mistaken, and as a large force is certainly col- 
lected about Benavente and Leon, I think it proper to 
direct you to adopt these measures of precaution. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c, 

‘ Lieut General Bacellar: " W ELLINGTON. 
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To Major General Cooke, 

‘ Sir, * Fuente Guinaldo, 28th August, 1811. 

^ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 20th 
instant. I will appoint Colonel Skerrett to be a Colonel on 
the Stafi', from the 4th May, till the pleasure of His Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent shall be known. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Major General Cooke: ‘ WELLINGTON. 

To the Right Hon, Henry Wellesley. 

‘ My dear Henry, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 2Sth August, 1811. 

• I have this day received your letter of the 21st, and I 
now enclose copies of two dispatches to Government of this 
date. Nothing can be moi*e interesting than the inter- 
cepted letter and the return you sent me ; and 1 shall be 
much obliged to you for everything of that kind that you 
can send. 

^ I always reckoned the Imperial Guard at 6000 infantry 
and 900 cavalry ! ! But there is nothing like the Spaniards 
for exaggerating their own force, and diminishing that of 
the enemy. I am convinced from these papers that Buona- 
parte intended to come to Spain himself: the departure of 
Bessieres for France may be a sign that that intention has 
been relinquished. He certainly will not come unless ho 
has a most commanding force. 

Ever yours most affectionately, 

• The Right Hon. H. Wellesley: ‘ Wellington. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secreta^^y of State. 

" My Lord, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 28th August, 181 1. 

^ A considerable body of troops arrived at Valladolid, by 
forced marches, on the 16th and 17th of this ’month, and 
turned off towards Rio Seco, from whence I have not yet 
heard of their moving. These troops, in number about 
7000 or 8000, are stated to have been drawn from the gar- 
risons in the north of Spain, having been relieved by the 
reinforcements which have lately arrived from France. I 
have likewise learnt that about 1500 dragoons, belonging 
to the regiments with Marmont’s army, who had been sent 
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to France in the spring, dismounted, have returned to Val- 
ladolid with their horses. 

I have not yet heard that the enemy had made any 
movement in the north. General Santocildes wrote on the 
15th from Astorga, that the enemy were in considerable 
strength in his front, and he proposed to retire into the 
mountains of Galicia. But as they must have heard about 
that time that the allied army were upon the frontiers of 
Castille, it is probable that the execution of their plan was 
suspended, more particularly as the march of the reinforce- 
ments, which had been forced as far as Valladolid, was 
stopped about the same time at Rio Seco. 

^ Marmont has likewise broken up his cantonments in the 
valley of the Tagus, and his army are in the mountains 
which separate Castille from Estremadura ; but excepting a 
small body of cavalry, aj>parently destined to open a com- 
munication with the army of the north, none have yet passed 
into Castille. 

" I conclude that he will not pass the mountains till the 
army of the north shall have approached the Tormes, and 
that then the operations of both will be directed against the 
allied army under my command. 

^ The division of the army of Portugal which was cantoned 
at Jaraicejo and Truxillo, in breaking up has, I hear, had 
some success against a small Spanish corps under General 
Morillo, and the Estremadura legion, under Colonel Downic, 
which had removed on as far as Montanches. 

' I have not yet heard that this French division has passed 
the Tagus. 

' I have received no late intelligence from the south of 
Spain. General Ballesteros was still in the Condado de 
Niebla by the last accounts, there being no vessels to re- 
move his troops to Algeziras. 

^ The enemy are exerting themselves in an extraordinary 
manner to raise contributions in Spain. They have de- 
manded one-fourth of the crops from the cultivators of the 
land ; and, in order to procure money, they sell the grain, 
even by retail, which is thus forced from the people by way 
of contribution. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

' Wellington. 


* The Earl of Liverpool.'' 
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To General Dumouriez. 

* i\ Fuente Guinaldo, 

" Monsieur le General, ce 28 Aout, i8ii. 

" Je vous suis bien oblige de votre lettre du 5 Aofit que 
je viens de recevoir. Vous avez vu la maniere dont nos 
tentatives sur Badajoz ont fini, et vous allcz voir comment 
celles que j’avais I’intention de faire sur Ciudad llodrigo 
vont finir. 

^ J’etais bien content de faire passer mes troupes i la 
droite du Tage pendant les clialeurs d’Aoiit et Scptembre, 
et je inenac^ais Ciudad Rodrigo pour faire une diversion 
pour les Espagnols, et j’avais rintcntion d’en faire le siege, 
si j’eusse eu on tete une force centre laquellc je pouvais mo 
tenir. Tout de suite, voila tout le monde quo se rasseml>le 
sur moi. Marmont passe en Castillo; Tarmoe du nord, 
renforcee par dcs troupes dernierement arrivees, arrdte sa 
marche sur Santocildcs, et j’attends chaque moment les 
nouvelles de son arriveo sur le Tormes. 

^ Vous verrez que Santocildcs, on plutot Abadia, qui com- 
mande en Galicic a present, no pourra rien faire, fauto de 
ressources et n’ayant point dc cavalcrie, malgr6 qu’il soit 
entierement degage par nous. 

^ Vous verrez aussi que Tarmee dc Blake qui cst allee on 
Murcie ne fera rien. Peut-etre m0.me que Blake sera battu 
par Soult, qui a avec lui le 4® corps d'armec et la reserve, et 
quelques bataillon du 1.^ corps, ayant laisse le 5'' corps en 
Estremadure, et le restant du corps devant Cadiz. Mais 
si Blake n’est pas battu, soyez stir quo fautc de ressources 
et de discipline et d’arrangement jamais il ne fera la marche 
quo vous avez indiquee. Pour Silveira, il ne commando que 
la milice, qui fait tres bien pour une defense pour le Por- 
tugal, mais ne peut pas entrer en operation en Espagne, 

" Ainsi vous voyez que votre perspective d’une guerre 
offensive n’est pas encourageantc ; mais je ne perds pas 
courage. Tant que nous ne serous pas battus, les Francjais 
ne peuvent rien faire de ce c6te-ci ; et k la fin les Espagnols 
verront qu’il est necessaire d'organiscr et discipliner lours 
armees et de leur fournir de ressources ; et alors les affaires 
iront mieux. 

Je serais bien-aise d’avoir le plaisir dc vous voir, si vous 
passiez dans ce pays-ci; mais je ne vous le conseille pas. 
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Vous verriez bien des choses qui vous degouteraient de ces 
guerres revolutionnaires, malgre que les malheurs de iiotre 
temps les rendent peut-^tre necessaires. 

" Agr^ez, &c. 

General Dumouriez.^ ^ Wellington, 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State, 

‘ My Lord, ‘Fuente Guinaldo, 28th August, 1811. 

^ Since I closed my dispatch of this day to your Lordship, 
I have received some very interesting papers which have 
been intercepted from the enemy. 

^ It appears by a return of the 10th July, that the divi- 
sion of guards alone, which are in Castille, amount to above 
15,000 infantry and 2500 cavalry; and as far as I can 
judge from the accounts which I have of the enemy’s 
strength, they had besides, in the army of the north, at 
least 16,000 infantry and some cavalry, before the late rein- 
forcements arrived. 

These papers contain very particular and detailed orders 
for equipping the army of Portugal with a very large pro- 
portion of cannon, and with horses to draw it, and for the 
junction of all detachments. There arc also detailed orders 
direct from the Emperor for the collections at Burgos and 
Valladolid, of the contents of particular magazines ; and a 
communication is made to the Due de Kagusc on the I9th 
July, that the Emperor had on that day reviewed a very fine 
body of troops, destined to reinforce the armies in Spain ; 
which country and Portugal it had been determined to 
subdue. 

" From all these circumstances, I should be inclined to 
believe that the Emperor was coming to Spain in person. 

' 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: Wellington. 

To Major General R. Craufurd, 

‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 29th August, 1811, 

' My DEAR General, 3 p.m. 

‘ I have just received your second letter of this day, and 
at the same time one of the 28th from Don Carlos de 
Espafia, which does not mention the enemy’s arrival at 
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Ledesma ; neither do I believe Colonel Barnard's account of 
the arrival of the convoy. 

" I have an intercepted letter this day in cypher, which 
shows that the army of the north, and of Portugal, will join 
to attack us, as I supposed. 

^ If the Spanish peasantry will not trust us for a short 
time, they must keep their wheat for the French, and we 
must eat our biscuit I cannot get up money in sufficient 
sums to pay ready money for all our provisions, and the pay 
of the troops likewise. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Major General ' Wl-XlvlNGTON. 

/?. Craufwrd.'^ 

To Marshal Sir W, C, Berefj’ord^ 

‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 29th Aup^iwt, 

^ My dear Bkresford, isn. 

‘ I find that the militia in Beira are not supplied with 
arms, and it is desirable that you should immediately turn 
your attention to that objcct- 

^ I find that the Government has supplied the Superin- 
tendent of Transports, wlio is to buy mules for the artillery, 
with paper money only. He will not get one mule in Spain 
for the whole sum in paper that he has in his hands. 

^ I am in hopes soon to have with each of the 5th and Gth 
divisions a 9 pounder, or a heavy G pounder brigade ; and I 
propose then to send away your (5 pounder artillery for these 
divisions, and you might apply the mules to render Arents- 
childt's and Dickson’s artillery quite complete : or if they 
can be completed otherwise, it would bo very convenient to 
have these two brigades in reserve witli the army, in case it 
should be desirable to move any division by mountain or 
narrow roads, for either one or the other purpose ; they will 
both be disposable in the course of a short time, 1 hope. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* Marshal * WELLINGTON. 

Sir IV. C. Beresfordj KS' 

To His Serene Highness the Duke of Brunstr ick. 

" Sir, * Fuente Guinaldo, 29th August, 1811. 

" I have delayed to reply to your Highness’ letter of the 
27th July, regarding Lieut. , till I should receive an 
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answer to a reference upon the subject which I made to 
Colonel de Bernewitz for information, and I have now the 
honor to enclose to your Highness a letter which I have 
received from Colonel de Bernewitz. I recollect to have 

refused leave of absence to Lieut. after the siege of 

Badajoz, or to accept his resignation without your High- 
ness’ consent, because I was not aware of the circumstances 
which occasioned the request for leave, or the offer of the 
resignation, and I wish to adhere to the rules which I had 
made to allow no Officer in your Highness’ regiment to 
resign his commission and return to Germany, without your 
Highness’ special permission ; but if I had been made 
acquainted with the circumstances which had occurred, I 

should have thought it desirable that Lieut. should 

quit the service, and should in the meantime have leave of 
absence. 

‘ My reason for entertaining this opinion is, that the in- 
stances of want of spirit among the Officers of the army are 
very rare, and the example of punishment for this crime is 
not required. This being the case, I should wish to avoid 
giving the soldiers, and the world, a notion that an Officer, 
particularly one belonging to a foreign nation, can behave 
otherwise than well in the presence of the enemy ; and if 
there should be an unfortunate person who fails in this 
respect, I would prefer to allow him to retire to a private 
station, rather than expose his weakness. 

' On these grounds, I would still recommend to your 
Highness to accept the resignation of his commission, which 

Lieut. has offered. Your Highness will observe that 

he has absented himself from his regiment without leave, for 
which crime I propose forthwith to order him in arrest ; but 
I beg to recommend to your Highness to accept his resigna- 
tion, and to allow him to return to Germany, as being in 
every respect an Officer unfit to serve His Majesty in your 
Highness’ regiment, at the same time that it is not expe- 
dient, to expose his weakness by bringing him to trial before 
a Gen(:5;ral Court Martial. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

*H7s Serene Highness ‘ Wellington. 

the Duke of Brunswick.' 
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To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

i ‘ Fuente Guiiialdo, 29th August, 1811. 

^ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 24th 
August, in which you have enclosed one of the 23d from 
Dom Miguel Foijaz, desiring to have my opinion of a pro- 
posed regulation on the subject of means of transport, and 
of supplies of provisions for the troops. 

^ As the Commander in Chief of the British army, I have 
nothing to say to any Portuguese regulation, excepting to 
obey it, as far as may be in my power, and as far as it may 
not be inconsistent with the orders and regulations of His 
Majesty. 

" I am sorry that there arc parts of the proposed regula- 
tion which are inconsistent with those regulations, viz., all 
the arrangements included in the 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, and 
11th articles. 1 cannot allow any person to give receipts for 
provisions exepting those who receive them ; nor can I allow 
the Commissary General to pay for provisions delivered to 
the British troops on the production of any document, ex- 
cepting the receipt of the person who received the provisions. 

" If I am desired, as the Marshal General of the Portu- 
guese army, to give my opinion of the proposed regulation, 
I answer that the regulation appears to me to be entirely 
useless in many parts, and in others injurious to the public 
service. 

" There is already a Superintendent of Transport in each 
province, whose duty appears to be of the same description 
with that prescribed for the Inspector General of Transport 
and of Provisions in the 1st, 2d, and 3d articles of the 
proposed regulation. I do not see the use of two Officers to 
perform the same duty. 

‘ The lists of means of transport to be made, under the 
4th article of the regulation, were actually made and com- 
pleted in all the provinces of the Kingdom, in consequence 
of a proposition made by me as long ago as November, 1809, 
and I have now copies of them. It might be very proper 
to order that new lists might be made in parts of Beira and 
parts of Estremadura, in consequence of the invasion of those 
provinces last year ; but the lists of the means of transport, 
&c., in the other provinces ought still to be complete. 
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^ All that is required to render the existing system perfect 
is to enforce the law. 

First, to oblige all magistrates, upon whom requisitions 
should be made for means of transport, to issue their orders 
to the owners of means of transport to produce them at a 
certain place, at a certain time. 

^ Secondly, to oblige the magistrates to levy a penalty on 
those who should omit to obey this order ; and, 

^ Thirdly, to punish all magistrates who should omit to 
levy the penalty if the means of transport should not be 
produced as ordered. 

^ I beg to observe that this is the law of England, and the 
practice ; and it is notorious that more attention is paid in 
• England to the rights of private property than in any other 
country. But, on the other hand, every person is obliged, 
under a penalty ,«^to assist the public cause ; and the magis- 
trates are obliged to do their duty, or they are punished 
according to law. 

If this system be carried into execution, it will be neces- 
sary that the Portuguese Government should pay regularly 
the hire of the means of transport which are required for the 
service, and then the odious and oppressive system of em- 
bargo may be put an end to throughout the country. But 
I wish the Government to understand that, unless the 
owners of means of transport are forced to produce at the 
place and hour ordered the means which are required ; un- 
less the magistrates are forced to do their duty ; and unless 
the Portuguese Government shall pay regularly for the 
means of transport required for the Portuguese army, either 
the odious system of embargo must continue in all its rigor, 
or the Governors of the Kingdom must make up their minds 
to lose the country. 

' I see that the 5th article goes to suspend the powers 
of the Special Commission and of the magistrates, in regard 
to the proprietors of lands, which, in my opinion, is not 
advisable. The proprietors of lands are those most able to 
supply means of transport. They are the persons most 
interested in the defence of the country ; and yet the effect 
of the regulation would be to protect these very people from 
punishment, for neglecting to supply the means of transport 

u2 
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which are necessary for its defence, and which they alone 
have in their possession. 

^ The 6th article is as objectionable as the others. The 
question is, whether means of transport are required for the 
army or not. If they are required, they must be made to go 
the distance ordered, unless relieved. They cannot be re- 
lieved unless a fi’esh set of magistrates and fresh inhabitants 
should do their duty, and produce fresh means of transport 
required from them. Upon this subject a new regulation is 
not required. 

^ I have always objected to the plan of tlie Government 
crowding different objects into the same regulation. I luive 
already stated the objections to the remaining articles of the 
proposed regulation as referable to the British army ; and 
understanding that there is now under consideration a plan 
for regulating a commissariat for the Portitguese army, the 
consideration of this part of the subject should be deferred 
till the commissariat should be established, to wliich it 
essentially belongs. I am convinced that the proposed re- 
gulation in the 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, and 11th articles must 
be altered when the commissariat shall be established, or it 
will bo very inconvenient to that cstablisinncnt. 

" I request you to lay this letter before the l^ortugucsc 
Government, as containing my opinion on this regulation. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ‘ Wellington, 

Charles Stuart' 

To the Right Hon, Henry Wellesley, 

‘ My dEwVR Henry, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 29th August, 1811. 

‘ I was obliged to send off the dispatch to you at an early 
hour this morning, in order to catch the post at Elvas, and I 
did not reply to a very interesting part of your letter of the 
21st instant. 

‘ I am quite convinced that the majority of the Officers of 
the Spanish army would prefer submitting to the French to 
allowing us to have anything to say to their troops. In 
truth, they are by no means convinced, or at all events will 
not allow, that our Officers know any more of their profes- 
sion than they do themselves ; and we may depend upon it 
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that we should always have them acting against us, and that 
all of their class in this country would follow their example. 

^ I think it probable, but I am not quite certain, that we 
should get some of the lower orders of the people of Spain 
to serve in regiments officered by British Officers ; but I am 
convinced that if the authorities of the country should set 
their faces against the measure, we should get but few. 
Then the discipline through which a soldier must pass, that 
in which he must be kept, and the privations to which every 
soldier is exposed, do not render his life a very happy one ; 
and this circumstance, added to the reproach which every 
soldier under the command of our Officers would have to 
endure from the Spanish Officers and people of that class, 
would occasion desertion to a degree scarcely credible. We 
have already experienced it in the Chasseurs Britanniques, 
in which regiment there were some Spaniards, but they have 
all deserted. 

^ If wc trace the history of the establishment of British 
Officers in the Portuguese army, it will be found that two 
circumstances occasioned it. 

' First, the absence of a great number of the efficient 
Officers of the army with those corps which were, and are 
still, in France, and the suspicions which attached to those 
which were returned to Portugal. 

" Secondly, the murder of the Commander in Chief, Ber- 
nardin Freire, in a mutiny of the soldiers, and refusal of all 
the Portuguese Officers to take the command of the troops. 

^ To this add, that it had not been unusual to call foreign 
Officers to the command of the Portuguese armies ; and cir- 
cumstances which had recently occurred had tended very 
much to raise the reputation of our Officers at that time in 
Portugal, while the conduct of the foreign Officers in the 
service had tended to sink theirs. 

' None of these circumstances exists in Spain ; and it 
must not be expected that wc should find the Spanish sol- 
diery inclined in the same degree to submit to our discipline. 

‘ You will then say, what is Great Britain to do ? I an- 
swer, persevere in the contest, and do the best she can, while 
she endeavors to prevail upon the Spaniards to improve 
their military system. 

' The contest is expensive, and affords but little or no 
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hopes of success^ excepting by tiring the French out. After 
all, military success probably could not reasonably be ex- 
pected in a contest between the powers of the Peninsula and 
Great Britain on one side, and the French on the other, 
which had begun by the French seizing the armies, the for- 
tified places, the arms, and the resources of the Peninsula. 
These are circumstances to which the people do not advert 
in general, but they boar upon every event of the contest ; 
and the folly and treachery of the Spaniards in the loss of 
battles and strong places have increased our difficulties, but 
still I am not without hopes. Wc have already, in some 
degree, altered the nature of the war and of the French 
military system. They are now in a great measure on the 
defensive, and are carrying on a war of magazines. They 
will soon, if they have not already, come upon the resources 
of France ; and, as soon as that is the case, you may depend 
upon it the war will not last long. 

^ We may spend ten millions a year in this country ; but 
it is a very erroneous notion to suppose that all tliat expense 
is incurred by the war in the Peninsula. Our cstablisli- 
ments which we have here would cost very near half tluit 
sum if they were kept at home, and the surplus only should 
be charged as the expense of this war. I do not mean to 
say that that expense is not great, but it must be borne as 
long as the Spaniards and Portuguese can hold out, or wc 
must take our leave of our character as a great country, 

^ I enclose an intercepted letter which was in cypher, 
which shows that I have not mistaken the enemy’s plan of 
operations. 

^ Ever yours most affectionately, 

* The Right Hon, H. Wellesley' ‘ WlonrUNOTON. 

To Lieut. General Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart) President of a 
General Court Martial, 

^ Sir, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 30th August, 1811. 

^ I have perused the proceedings of the General Court 
Martial, of which you are President, on the trial of Private 

of the 52d regiment, whom the Court have 

recommended in the body of their sentence-) in which recom- 
mendation I entirely concur ; but as that mode of recom- 
mendation adopted by the General Court Martial is not 
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regular, and has been forbidden by His Majesty’s orders, I 
return the proceedings of the General Court Martial on this 
trial, and request that that part which recommends Private 

may be struck out from the sentence, and may be the 

subject of a separate letter. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Lieut General ' Wellington. 

Sir S. Cotton, Bart,' 

To Marshal Sir W, C, Beresford, K.B. 

‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 30th August, 

^ My dear Beresford, isii. 

" I shall be very much obliged to you if you will have 
some mode arranged of feeding your detachments on the 
roads to the army. They come through our cantonments 
invariably starving, and they are fed by our Commissaries, 
which, in addition to our own detachments, is an increase of 
consumption not provided for ; and it prevents the accumu- 
lation of supplies which is necessary, in order to enable the 
army to do anything. 

' In the march routes to the detachments from this army, 
it is particularly specified at what places, and from whom, 
they are to receive provisions ; and very few, and very small, 
magazines are sufficient for the purpose. 

" It would be very desirable if an arrangement of the same 
description were made for the march of the detachments of 
the Portuguese army. 

" I have complaints from our cantonments on the high 
road from Castello Branco of the consumption of the supplies 
for these detachments, and it comes to be a serious object. 

' Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal ' WELLINGTON. 

Sir W, C, Beresford, K,B: 

To General Don Carlos de Espafia, 

^ il Fuente Guinaldo, 

^ Monsieur le General, co 30 Aofit, isii. 

" J’ai donne ordre qu on donne a I’Ambassadeur d’Espagne 
a Lisbonne 2000 fusils et autres ^quipemens pour etre ^ 
VOS ordres; et 1200 fusils ct autres ^quipemens pour le 
Regiment la Princessa, pour ^itre pareillement k vos ordres. 
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" Vous me demandez a present 1000 fusils, et je voudrais 
savoir si vous en voulez 1000 outre les 3200. Je vous 
previens que je n ai pas d equipemens, les ayant envoy6 tons 
a Cadiz. Vous me demandez aussi de les envoyer a Oporto. 
C'est dommage que vous n’avez pas pense a Oporto plutot, 
si vous voulez y avoir les 3200, parceque les fusils auront 
ete donnes il y a quelques jours a I’Ambassadeur d’Espagne, 
et les departemens Anglais ne peuvent plus s’cn charger 
apres qu ils ont ete donnas a TAmbassadeur. Mais je nc 
doute pas que si vous ecrivez a Monsieur TAmbassadeur il 
vous les enverra a Oporto. 

' Il parait que Tennemi va se rassembler cn assez grande 
force sur le Tormes. Quand je saurai leur force, je verrai 
ce que nous pourrons faire. 

^ Agreez, &c. 

^General ‘WELLINGTON. 

Don Carlos de Espana* 


To General Ahadia, 

^ * Fuente Guinaldo, 30th August, 1811. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 15th 
of August. I had already requested Colonel Sir Howard 
Douglas to apprise your Excellency of the state of affairs in 
this quarter, and I have now to inform you that we remain 
still in the same positions as when he left this. 

The enemy heard on the 14th instant of our arrival here, 
and it appears that from that time they altered their design 
in the country north of the Duero, whatever it was. 

I understand that the troops which arrived at Valladolid 
aboid the middle of the month, by forced marches, halted at 
Kio Seco ; and I learn that there was another detachment of 
about 7,000 very fine troops still at V alladolid on the 22d. 

^ larmont at about the same time commenced collecting: 
h^ troops in the Puertos, and on the 28th and 29th his 
advanced guard passed through the Puerto de Banos, and 
arrived on the 29th at Tamames. 

‘ I understand from an intercepted letter that it is his 
object to eff^t a junction with the army under the command 
of General Dorsenne, which is that beyond the Duero, and 
the two to move to attack this army. This junction, which I 
cannot prevent, will necessarily frustrate my object, more 
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particularly as I see by your account of the state of your 
army, that you cannot move from Galicia; and I propose to 
act according to circumstances and to the strength of the 
enemy. It is very obvious, however, that unless the enemy 
should be very largely reinforced, they cannot undertake any 
thing serious against you, so long as I can keep my army 
collected and entire, unless they should give up Ciudad 
Rodrigo. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

" General Ahadial " Wellington. 

To His Excellency Charles StuarU 

* My dear Sir, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 30tli August, 1811. 

' I have received your letters of the 25th and 26th. I see 
that, even by their own accounts, the Portuguese Govern- 
ment are debtors to us, after bringing in the charge for the 
20th regiment, and for the supplies to the latest period ; and 
they will be debtors for a much larger amount when the ac- 
counts shall be settled, as they ought to be, on the principle 
fixed by us. 

‘ You did quite right to send your note, marked A, in your 
letter of the 26th. 

' I do not understand what offence the Spaniards can have 
taken with my brother s letter to Bardaxi. 

" I am afraid that Beresford has been rather in a hurry in 
his application to the Portuguese Government about Colman 
and Madden. I applied some time ago to the Horse Guards 
to have these Officers restored to their rank in the British 
service, and received an answer stating that hereafter it 
might be granted upon an application from the Portuguese 
Government. The time for the application was not stated ; 
but it appears to me that the proper time for such an appli- 
cation would have been the moment at which the allied army 
should have gained any success, if they should again gain 
such. It would then certainly have been successful : success 
is now doubtful, and a second refusal of the application may 
affect its final success. 

' Believe me, &c. 

* His Excellency ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart.^ 
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To His Excellency Charles Stuart 

^ My bear Sir, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 30tli August, 1811. 

^ A Portuguese of the name of passed through 

here some days ago, on his way to Lisbon from Madrid, re- 
specting whom, since he has gone through, I have entertained 
some suspicions. It appears by his papers that he was ap- 
pointed to be an Officer of the Secretariat by Senhor Araujo, 
and was employed in the embassy at Madrid, where he has 
remained ever since the revolution. He told us some few lies 
here, but that is nothing. What strikes me as extraordinary 
is, that he should have been able to find his way from 
Madrid, through the French armies and the guerrillas, 
bringing with him some valuable baggage, and a kind of 
suite, consisting of his sons, servants, &c. If I have a cor- 
rect notion of the state of things at Madrid, he could not 
have passed with this train from that city to the guerrillas 
without the connivance of the Government, and, if that is the 
case, he has come for some sinister purpose. 

^ He talked to me of his intimacy with Dorn Miguel 
Forjaz. I rather think that the guerrilla who first took 
charge of him, Avril, has not a good opinion of him. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* His Excellency f WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart.* 

To Major General R. Craufurd. 

‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 31st August, 1811, 

" My dear General, ii a.m. 

^ I have received the reports of Lieut. Bedell and Major 
Griiben ; and the letters which I received last night gave me 
reason to believe that the enemy had not come to Tamames. 

‘ There is no convoy coming to Ciudad Rodrigo. The 
convoy which left Salamanca on the 27th, or was about to 
leave it, was one of artillery for the army of Portugal, and its 
route is between the Tormes and the Duero. 

"I have constant intelligence from Salamanca, the last 
letter dated the 27th ; and there was no convoy for Ciudad 
Rodrigo then thought of. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Major General ^ WELLINGTON. 

R. Craufurd' 
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To Major Generals Slade, Anson, and Alien, and Colonel 
Sir Granby Calcraft, 

^ Gentlemen, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 31st August, 1811. 

^ Arrangements have lately been made, which I hope will 
be carried into execution, to attach to each of the regiments 
of cavalry under your command such a number of mules as 
will secure for them a constant supply of corn ; but I am de- 
sirous to carry this arrangement still further, and, if possible, 
that each of the regiments should at all times have in its 
cantonments a supply of corn to last the horses for six days. 

' A large supply of corn is shortly expected from the 
magazines in the rear ; but it is obvious that this quantity 
can be gained upon the daily consumption only by reducing 
the allowance, if the horses should be in good condition, and 
while they do not work, and if they should be well provided 
Avith other forage, 

‘ It is impossible for me, or for anybody who does not 
see the horses, to judge of these points ; but I request you 
to reduce the quantity of corn to be issued to the horses of 
the regiments in the troops under your command, to eight, 
or even seven, pounds a day for each horse, if you should 
be of opinion, from the circumstances above referred to, that 
you can do so without injury to their condition, in order, 
with what shall arrive from the magazines, to gain upon the 
consumption a store of corn, to remain in the cantonments of 
the regiments, which will last the horses at the full allowance 
six days. When this store shall have been accumulated, 
I should then wish that, at all events, the issue of the full 
allowance should be recommenced. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

^ Major Generals Slade, ^ Wellington. 

Anson, and Alien, and 
Colonel Sir G. Calcraft: 

To His Excellency Charles StuarL 

‘ Mr DEAR Sir, ‘Fuente Guinaldo, 31st August, 1811. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will talk to 
Dom M. Forjaz about the state of the bridges on the 
Alva, on the Ceira, and on the Mondego, which were de- 
stroyed in the last campaigUj some by the French and some 
by General Bacellar. 
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^ Among other excellent establishments in Portugal still 
existing there is a fund for the construction and repairs of 
roads and bridges, which, like all others, is, I believe, entirely- 
misapplied ; and then, as usual, when it becomes necessary to 
do the work the expense falls upon us. 

^ It becomes necessary to repair these bridges forthwith. 
In the course of the month of October the rains will com- 
mence, and the safety of the army may depend upon the 
passage of these bridges being secured. I have already sent 
an Officer to look at them, and, whether the Government will 
repair them or not, I must have them repaired ; but I am de- 
termined that the expense shall be charged against the 
subsidy. 

^ It is too bad, that with funds existing in the country for 
all these purposes, and with persons capable of executing 
them, I can get nothing done excepting by my own Officers ; 
and then we are involved in the greatest difficulties to get 
the people necessary to work, and the materials to enable us 
to perform the works which we are obliged to undertake. 

' I beg you to tell Dom Miguel Forjaz that I desire to know, 
by return of post, whether the Portuguese Government will 
or will not undertake to repair the bridges on the Alva, the 
Ceira, and the Mondego, in such a manner as that they will 
be passable in October ; and that, if they will not, I request 
them to write orders to the governor of Coimbra, and the 
magistrates of Arganil, Goes, Louzao, Ponte da Murcella, 
Foz d’Arouce, &c., to give every assistance that Captain 
Macleod may call for, either in workmen or materials, to 
enable him to repair them. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* His Ecccellency ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart, 

^ P. S. General Bacellar, who destroyed the bridges on 
the Mondego, should be ordered to repair them. 

^ W.’ 


To the Earl of Liverpool^ Seci'etary of State, 

^ My dear Lord, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 1st Sept, 1811 , 

" I received only yesterday your letter of the 20th July. 
In case the unfortunate event, which you mentioned, should 
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occur, I am at a loss to know how I shall employ Herbert 
Taylor with this army, excepting in the situation of Deputy 
Adjutant General, now held by General Pakenham, but 
which he would resign, I know, if I could make any other 
convenient arrangement for the performance of its duties. 

^ Employment with the Spaniards would not suit him at 
all. Sir Howard Douglas is in the only situation of that 
description in which he would feel any interest ; and he is 
too low down among the Colonels of this army to give him 
the command of a brigade. 

^ If you should think that the situation of Deputy Adjutant 
General would suit him I shall be obliged to you if you will 
offer it to him. Major General C. Stewart generally goes 
home every winter, when the business of his department 
would fall upon him ; and, in the event which would leave 
him at liberty to accept the situation, it is probable that it 
would be necessary to Stewart to be absent for a great 
length of time, in order to ensure his election to Parliament. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ T/ie Earl of Liverpool: ^ W Ellington. 

To Vice Admiral the Hon. George Berkeley. 

'My dear Sir, ‘Fuente Guinaldo, 2d Sept., ISll. 

' I have received your letters of the 29tli August, re- 
garding the conduct of two marines on duty at Fort St. 
Julian, and I am very sensible of the kindness of the motives 
which have induced you to refer this case for my con> 
sideration. I have directed the Judge Advocate to draw 
charges against these men founded on Major Dickenson’s 
report. 

' I am much obliged to you for sending the newly arrived 
detachments to Figueira. 

' I agree entirely with you about the sea sand on the plat- 
forms at St. Julian. It will undoubtedly render the water 
brackish collected in the tanks -from these platforms, and 
fresh sand bags can be placed at any moment. 

' Have you heard anything of Lord March? 

' Believe me, &c. ' 

* Vice Admiral ' WelliNgTOI^. 

the Hon, G. Berkeley: : ' 
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To Lieut, Colonel , — th Regiment, 

( Sir, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 3d Sept., 1811, 9 p,m. 

^ I return your letter of this day’s date, as it contains a 
request to which I can give no reply, unless the letter should 
be transmitted in the channel prescribed by His Majesty’s 
Eegulations. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Lieut, Colonel ^ WELLINGTON. 


To General Bacellar. 

^ Sir, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 3d Sept., 1811. 

' I write to inform you that the Spanish army has been 
obliged to retreat from its positions at La Bafioza and 
Puente de Orvigo, and has fallen back at least as far as 
Villa Franca. 

' I am not exactly informed of the circumstances which 
occurred previous to the retreat of the Spanish army of 
Galicia, but I believe they must have sustained some check. 

' A considerable proportion of the enemy’s troops, which 
were in their front, have arrived at Salamanca, with a view 
to operations in this quarter, in concert with the army of 
Marmont; and it is stated that 25,000 men, belonging to 
the army of the north, will be assembled there in the course 
of a few days : at all events, it is obvious that the enemy 
have at present no design to extend their operations in that 
quarter; and therefore, it appears to me desirable that 
General Silveira should place his corps of observation for 
the present at Freixo de Espadacinta, or Torre dc Moncorro, 
rather than at Braganza. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ General Bacellar: ' Wellington. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State, 

^ My Lord, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 3d Sept., 1811. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter which I have re- 
ceived from the Conde de Aguiar, and its enclosures, from 
which I learn that His Royal Highness the Prince Regent 
of Portugal has been pleased to confer upon me the title of 
Conde de Vimeiro, and the Grand Cross of the Order of the 
Tower and Sword, and a pension of 20,000 cruzados per 
annum. 
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" I beg that your Lordship will lay these letters before 
His Royal Higlmess the Prince Regent, and request that 
His Royal Highness will be graciously pleased to permit me 
to accept of the favors which His Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent of Portugal has been pleased to confer upon me. 

‘ Having considered it my duty to urge the local Portu- 
guese Government, almost with importunity, to increase the 
disposable revenue of the state to the utmost, by every mea- 
sure in their power, as well of increased taxation as of 
reform of abuses in the collection and management of the 
revenue, and of economy in the grant of salaries and in 
every branch of the expenditure, as the only measures by 
which the expenses of the war could 1)C provided for by the 
necessary sums of specie, I have thought it proper not to 
accept of any allowance from the Portuguese Government 
for the ofUce of Marshal General of the army, which I fill. 

" In case His Royal Iliglmcss the Prince Regent should 
think proper to allow me to accept the favors conferred upon 
me by his Royal Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal, 
I propose in like manner to decline the acceptance of the 
pension offered to me during the continuance of the existing 
war for the independence of the country 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverjfmoi: ‘ Wellington. 

To Major Gtmeral Alexander CampbelL 
' My dkah Campbell, ‘Fuentc Guiualclo, 4th Sept, isil. 

' I received your letter yesterday evening. You are quite 
right to go on the staff to the East Indies, if you think it 
will suit your views ; and I can only say that I shall be very 
sorry to lose your assistance here. 

" I hope that you will soon get well of the ague : you had 
better move up to this high ground for a day or two. 

" Believe me, &c. 

‘ Major General ' WELLINGTON. 

A, Campbell" 

To III a Excellency Charles Stuart. 

^ My UKAH Sir, * Fuento Guinaldo, 4th Sept, 181U 

' In answer to your letter of the 3 1st, I state that I con- 
ceive you will act correctly in not making over to the Portu- 
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guese Government all the money which the Commissary 
General gives to you. I order him to give to you money 
whenever he can spare it, specie particularly. You must be 
the best judge whether the money ought to be given to the 
Portuguese Government. Their debt to us is now so large, 
and daily increasing so fast, that I conceive that you ought 
not to advance any more money, unless it is obvious that 
the money cannot be got from any other quarter, and that 
the service suffers from the want of it. You will observe 
that there will be a very heavy demand for the provision 
'{Stores lately required, and a demand for the provisions 
issued to the troops from the 25tli July to the 24th Sep- 
tember. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ^ W ELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart 

" P,S. I return the list of persons who receive newspapers. 
I know nothing of any of them, excepting of those who are 
Officers of the army, tod of course can form no judgment 
whether any of them send the newspapers to the French 
army. ^ W.* 


To the Earl of Liverpool^ Secretary of State. 

* My Lord, ‘Fuente Guinaldo, 4th Sept., 1811, 

^ I enclose the' copy of a dispatch from General Foy, who 
commands the division of the army of Portugal at Truxillo, 
to General Girard, who commands a division of the 5th 
corps at Zafra, which was intercepted and deciphered, and 
shows that the plan of the enemy is exactly what I informed 
your Lordship, in my dispatch of the 28th August, that I 
believed it was. 

^ That this is the plan is further confirmed by an inter- 
cepted letter of the 1st instant from General Wathier, at 
Salamanca, to the General commanding at Ciudad Rodrigo, 
of which I enclose an extract, announcing the intention of 
the General commanding the army of the north to collect 
25,000 guards at Salamanca in the course of six days, and to 
move to the relief of Ciudad Rodrigo in concert with the 
Due de Raguse. 

‘ Your Lordship will observe that General Wathier states 
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that the army of the north had had some considerable success 
against the Spanish army of Galicia. I have received no 
accounts of these operations, excepting that the troops 
which had been halted at Rio Seco, towards the middle of 
the month, had afterwards moved forward upon Benavente 
about the 23d or 24th. No attack had been made as late 
as the 26th ; and General Dumoustier’s division of guards 
arrived at Salamanca on their return from the expedition on 
the 1st instant; so that it is not probable that the check 
received by the troops in Galicia was of the important de- 
scription stated by General Wathier. 

" I enclose a letter, howevei*, of the 15th instant, received 
from General Abadia, who commands the army in Galicia ; 
from which your Lordship will observe that they are in want 
of everything, and that I did not form an erroneous calcu- 
lation when I stated, in my dispatch of the 8th August, 
that I could not believe that this army could make any 
movement to assist us, I do not believe that they have 
been defeated, as stated ; but I shall oonsider it very fortu- 
nate if General Abadia should be able hereafter to sustain 
himself in Galicia. 

^ Some detachments of convalescents, amounting to about 
2000 men, belonging to the army of Portugal, which had 
been left in Castille, have lately been sent to join their 
regiments ; and this army has likewise been reinforced by 
the dragoons lately returned from France with their horses. 
1 likewise believe that some of the reinforcements (of the 
number I am not accurately informed) which have lately 
entered Spain have been sent on from Valladolid to join 
this same army. Your Lordship will see from General 
Wathier’s letter the sti'cngth in guards expected from the 
army of the north, which must cither be exaggerated, or 
the guards have been reinforced since the return of the 10th 
of July, adverted to in my dispatch oF the 28th of August. 

‘ The army of Portugal however, reinforced, and the 
guards, even according to their state on the 10th of July, 
united, would be too strong for me to think of maintaining 
the blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo on the other side of the 
Agueda, under all the disadvantages attending^the commu- 
nication across that river. I therefore propose to take a 
position on the left of the Agueda, if I should find the enemy 

VOL. vm. s 
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to be really in such strength as that it is not advisable that 
I should attack them^ and leave it to them to attack us if 
they should think proper. 

^ In consequence of the statement in General Foy’s letter, 
that a body of troops from the army of the centre were to 
take the ground of the army of Portugal at Plasencia and 
Almaraz, I have desired General Hill to detach a body of 
troops, which had before been prepared for that purpose, to 
Gastello Branco, to keep up the communication between him 
and the army, and to station himself with the 2d division of 
infantry at Portalegre. 

^ I have received reports that a division of the 5th corps 
had moved upon General Ballesteros near Ayamonte. The 
General retired to the Isla de la Canela, in the mouth of the 
Guadiana ; and the enemy were in Ayamonte, but in small 
force, on the 24th August. As the ships had arrived to carry 
off General Ballesteros to Algeziras, I imagine that the 
enemy will have retired again from Ayamonte. 

^ According to accounts from the south east coast, which I 
have received from Mr. Wellesley, it appears that the 
Spanish army of Murcia had retired early in August to its 
position at Lorca, one of the divisions having received a 
check on its retreat. General Roche reports, on the 14th 
August, that the French had in front of this army only 14,000 
men ; and if this report be true, it is probable that Soult 
has returned to Cordova with a part of his force, which 
is generally reported throughout the country. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool. " WELLINGTON. 

" P. S. Since closing this dispatch I have received a letter 
from General Silveiraof the 1st instant; from which I learn 
that General Abadia had retired in the best order from La 
Baheza and Puente de Orvigo, and that he was preparing to 
resume his position in front of Astorga, in consequence of 
the retreat of the enemy. 

" I enclose the morning state of the 1st instant. 
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To the Right Hon, Henry Wellesley. 

‘ My dear Henry, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 4tli Sept., 1811. 

" I enclose my dispatch of this day. Since writing it 
I have received a letter from Silveira, of the 1st, which 
affords ground for belief that Abadia managed his matters 
remarkably well; and that, instead of having retired to 
Coruna, he was about to advance again to occupy his ground 
at Astorga. I do not give any credit to the account of 
Mina s affair. I must have heard of it if there had been any 
foundation for the report. 

" I believe I can send you 3000 or 4000 stands of arms, 
but no accoutrements. 

^ having determined to quit the French service 

without any engagement being entered into with him, there 
docs not appear any occasion for making such an engage- 
ment at present. 

I will apply to the Secretary of State regarding him 
' after I shall have inquired from some of our Officers whether 
he really did behave well to them when they were taken 
at Talavcra, as I am sorry to say, that I have heard from 
some of them, that the Irish Officers in the French service 
behaved partiularly ill to them. 

^ I have not often seen so absurd a paper as ’s. 

It would do very well for the Encyclopaedia ; but there is not 
one word in the whole paper applicable to the present 
situation of V alencia. 

' Ever yours most affectionately, 

* The Right Hon. H. Wellesley: ^ WELLINGTON. 

To Brigade Major May, R. A. 

' dear Sir, ‘Fuente Guinaldo, 5th Sept., 1811. 

‘ I am very much obliged to you for your letter of tlie 2d, 
wliich I have just received. Everything appears to me to 
be in a vc!ry satisfactory state ; and I only wish that matters 
were also so satisfactory in other quarters as to give me 
hopes that I should be able to derive all the advantage 
from your arrangements wliicli they are calculated to afford. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Brigade Major May. ‘ WELLINGTON. 

‘ V. S. 1 had thoughts of attaching to each troop of horse 

s2 
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artillery one of the iron 5i inch howitzers, instead of the 
small brass howitzer they have now. Let me have your 
opinion whether the caiTiages, &c., of these iron howitzers 
are so complete as that this arrangement would answer. 
We could contrive to give them another ammunition car to 
carry spherical case for this howitzer. ^ ^ • 


To His Excellency Charles Siuart. 

{ ‘Fumite Guinaldo, Gth Sept, ISll. 

* 1 have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 3 1st 
August, and I am much concerned to find there is any diffi- 
culty upon a subject on which, of all others, it appears to me 
that there ought to be none. 

' The establishment of post mules on the roads for the 
conveyance of letters is one of the ordinary establishments 
of the country, of which the Government have at all times 
borne the expense, and the question is, whether the Go- 
vernment or the military chest are to defray this expense in 
future. 

^ It is very possible that I may be mistaken in my notion 
that profit is derived from the cstablislunent of the posts in 
Portugal, and that, owing to the usual mismanagement, 
what is profit elsewhere becomes loss in this country ; but 
that is no reason why the military clK?st of the British army 
should defray the expense of the Portuguese posts ; neitlicr 
can any ground he found for such an extraordinary conclu- 
sion in Senhor Sodre’s correspondence with llio Secretary of 
the Post Ofiice. 

" When the army pursued the enemy to the frontiers of 
Castille, there were no means on the roads of communicat- 
ing by letter with Lisbon, and Senhor Sodre wrote to S"^ J. 
B. Gomez, to urge that measures might bo taken to have 
post horses placed at the stations at which they had for- 
merly been; for which horses Senhor Sodre was authorized 
to say that the Commissaiy General of the British army 
would provide forage, and also rations for the postillions, as 
the only mode by which cither could be provided with sub- 
sistence in those days. 

‘ An advance was made by the Portuguese Government 
to the post masters of six contos of rcis, to enable them to 
purchase and place mules upon the roads, in order to 
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provide the means of communication. I believe it will be 
admitted that it was the interest and the duty of the Portu- 
guese Government to provide these means without loss of 
time ; and they accordingly made this advance, which the 
post masters, were to repay out of the sums due to them, of 
400 reis each mule per diem, for keeping the mules. 

^ It now appears that not only the Government refuse to 
pay the expense of the rations given to the men and animals 
placed on the roads, by which alone they were kept alive, 
but that a claim is stated against the military chest for the 
advance of six contos of reis for purchasing them, in order 
to keep up the communication, for which it is the peculiar 
duty of the civil Government, in every civilized country, to 
provide. And this claim is made at the same time that it 
had been settled that the post masters were to repay these 
very advances ! 

' I am willing to pay from the military chest the usual 
price of 200 reis a league for every post horse or mule used 
for the service of the British army on the ordinary lines of 
communication of the country ; and, besides, to pay half a 
dollar a day for each horse or- mule kept at the post stages 
on the lines of communication established purposely for the 
service of the army; but the Government must pay the 
expense of all the rations which have been delivered to the 
postillions and post mules, or of the 400 reis per diem which 
have been given for each mule kept on all the ordinary lines 
of communication of the country, of which I shall send you 
the account. 

‘ I beg to have .an answer to this proposition by return of 
post, and that you will inform the Government if they do 
not acquiesce iu this proposition, I request they will provide 
posts lor the Portuguese army, and for the civil corre- 
spondence in all parts of the country, as well on the direct as 
on the cross lines of communication ; for if any proposition 
so unreasonable should be insisted upon, as that the mili- 
tary chest of the British army is to defray the expense of all 
the Portuguese posts between the Tagus and the Douro, I 
give notice that I will not allow any Portuguese correspond- 
ence of any description, whether civil or military, to be 
carried on by those posts of which I shall defray the 
expense. 
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^ I beg tbat you will lay this letter before the Portuguese 
Government. 

^ I have tlie honor to be, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ‘ Wellington. 

Charles Stuart' 

To Vice Admiral the Hon. George Berkeley. 

« gjj^^ ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 7tli Sept., 1811. 

" This letter will be delivered to you by General Carrera, 
of the Spanish service, who is anxious to proceed imme- 
diately to Cadiz ; and I shall be much obliged to you if you 
will forward his wishes, by providing him with a passage in 
a man of war, whenever an opportunity may olfcr. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

^ Vice Admiral ' Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley: 

To Lieut, Colonel , — th Regiment. 

^ Sir, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 7th Sept., 1811, 

" I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 6th 
instant, in which you have desired that I should give you 
leave of absence for two months to go to England.. “ where 
business deeply involving your future prospects requires 
your presence.” 

^ As I have been under the necessity of declining to 
comply with all the requests of this description which have 
been made to me lately, I cannot comply with yours ; and I 
observe that you must have been prepared ibr this answer, 
by the answer which I learn from Major General Campbell 
that he had sent tp the letter which you had written to him 
upon the same subject. 

^ As you have stated to me in a former letter the nature 
of your business in England, and as it appears not only 
that it can, but that if you were in England you would be 
under the necessity of transacting it in writing, and there- 
fore that it can be transacted with equal advantage from 
this country, I feel the less concern at being obliged to 
refuse to comply with your request for leave of absence. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

' Wellington. 


‘ Lieut, Colonel 
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To Lieut, Colonel To7'rens, Military Secretary to the 
Commander in Chief, 

‘ My dear Torrens, ' Fuente Guinaldo, 7tli Sept., 1811. 

" So much time elapses before soldiers who have been in 
hospital in this country recover sufficiently to be able to 
undertake a march to join their regiments ; and being 
under the necessity of making them invariably march under 
the command of an Officer, in order to keep them in order, 
whereby the march of even those who are sufficien-tly 
recovered is necessarily frequently delayed till the party 
becomes so large as that an Officer can be afforded to take 
charge of it : this has occasioned very large depdts of con- 
valescent and recovered men and Officers at all our hospital 
stations, but particularly at Lisbon. 

" It is impossible to allow the command and charge of 
these depots to fall into the hands of any Captain of the 
army who may happen to be the senior of the convalescent 
Officers, or the senior of those who may have been sent to 
the hospital station in charge of sick ; as the charge, at all 
times one of importance, is sometimes of great magnitude, 
as, for instance, there are now at Lisbon not less than 8000 
sick and convalescent soldiers. 

" Under these circumstances, not being able to spare 
Field Officers for the duty, I have been obliged to select a 
Captain to place at the head of each of these depots, who is 
generally the best in his regiment, and necessarily one of 
long standing. Of course this is an inconvenience to the 
regiments, and a detriment to the service ; and it occurs to 
me that there might be found in England Field Officers who 
would be glad to undertake this charge, who would have 
sufficient intelligence to conduct it well, but who are un- 
equal, to the more active and arduous duties of the field. 

' I shall be very much obliged to you if you will mention 
the subject to His Iloyal Highness ; and if he should consent 
to the plan proposed, if you will endeavor to find four intel- 
ligent Field Officers, to be sent out here, to be at the head 
of our principal dep6ts of convalescents. 

" I allow the Captains when employed on this duty nine 
shillings and sixpence a day. 

Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. Colonel Torrens,' ‘ Wellington. 
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To the Bari of Liverpool, Becreiary of State, 

^ My HiORD/ * Fuente Guinaldo, 7th Sept., 181 1. 

^ I enclose a letter which I have received from Marshal 
Sir William Beresford, containing the copy of one which he 
had received from the Conde d’ Aguiar, acquainting him that 
the Prince Regent of Portugal had been pleased to confer 
upon him the title of Count of Trancoso, and the grand cross 
of the order of the Tower and Sword. 

I beg your I^ordship to lay these letters before His 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent, and to request the per- 
mission of His Royal Highness for Sir William Beresford to 
accept the honors conferred upon him by His Royal High- 
ness the Prince Regent of Portugal. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

*The Earl of Liverpool f ‘ WELLINGTON. 


To Major General Alexander Campbell, 

^ Sir, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 10th Sept, 1811. 

"" I enclose a sealed paper, which contains a letter of the 
8th instant, which I received last night, from Lieut. Colonel 
, of the — th regiment. 

^ I beg that you will return this paper to Lieut. Colonel 

, and inform him, that although the Regulations allowed 

of his applying to me direct for leave of absence, on an 
occasion on which his immediate superior had declined to 
forward his application, it is inconsistent with the spirit, as 
well as a breach of the letter of the Regulations, that he 
should forward complaints of his immediate superior, on 
various subjects, under pretence of continuing a corre- 
spondence on the subject of his request for leave of 
absence. 

" I hope that the feelings which Lieut. Colonel ex- 

presses upon the censure which he has received will induce 
him to avoid that conduct in future which may expose him 
to it. The object of His Majesty’s Regulations, on the 
mode to be observed by Officers in forwarding their applica- 
tions, and stating their complaints, is not less to support the 
discipline and preserve the subordination of the army than 
it is to bring to the knowledge of the Commander in Chief 
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the truth, by which knowledge alone he can do justice to all 
parties. 

^ I have the honor to be, See. 

* Major General ‘ Wellington. 

A, Cairvphell? 

To the Right Hon. Henry Wellesley. 

" My dear Henry, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, l itli Sept., 1811. 

^ 1 have received your letter of the 30th, and I now en- 
close my dispatch of this day. I have no news which that 
dispatch does not contain, excepting' a report that Suchet 
is collecting his troops at Zaragoza. 

^ Is it true that Monserrat is taken? 

^ Ever yours most affectionately, 

^ The Right Hon. H. Wellesley: ‘ " WELLINGTON. 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

' Sill, ‘ Fuentc Guinaldo, lUh Sept., 1811. 

" I have received your letter, enclosing one from Lord 
Wellesley of the 24th of August, relative to the omission of 
Dorn Miguel Forjaz to make known to the Prince Regent 
of Portugal the names of the Officers who had distinguished 
themselves in the service in this country ; to which I have to 
reply, that Lorn Miguel Foijaz receives from me every week 
a dispatch, containing an account of the operations of the 
army during the preceding eight days, in which dispatch the 
names of those Officers of both services who have distin- 
guished themselves are mentioned. These dispatches are 
intended for the information of the Governors of the King- 
dom ; and I conclude that they communicate their contents, 
or possibly transmit the originals, or copies, to His Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent in the Brazils. 

‘ Dorn Miguel Forjaz has no autliority from me to recom- 
mend any Officer, nor any means of acquiring information 
regarding the services of any Officer, excepting from these 
weekly dispatches. 

^As the contents of these dispatches, particularly those 
parts of them relating to the services and merits of different 
Officers, are published in the Lisbon, Gazette, I should think 
that it might have been discovered that the names of the 
Officers, British and Portuguese, who had distinguished 
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themselves throughout the war, were already known to His 
Koyal Highness, and that, without any great effort, Dorn 
Miguel Forjaz might have been screened from the imputa- 
tion of neglect and disobedience upon this occasion. But I 
am concerned to have again occasion to remark that, in 
addition to all the other difEcultics which prey upon me in 
this country, the support of the Britisli (lovernnunit is not 
given to that Oirieer of His Royal Highness the Prince Re- 
gent’s Government in Portugal, wiio was selected by His 
Royal Highness, and upon experience has been found to be 
the most fit of all His llighn(':ss’ servants to carry on tlic 
arduous concerns with which he is charged. 

‘ I say ‘‘ found upon experience,” liccause 1 do iK)t hesi- 
tate to acknowledge that I ontci*tamed against Dom Miguel 
Forjaz prejudices of tlic same description as appear to be 
entertained against him in the Brazils ; but 1 altered my 
opinion of him upon experience of his abilities, his zeal, and 
his integrity; and 1 think I have reason to com])laiu that 
this Ofiicer, who is tlius preferred by nu‘, after a prejudicii 
against him, and upon trial has aof, ve(H‘ive(l tlu‘ sujiport of 
His Majesty’s Government in the Brazils, and that he is 
consequently at this moment on f lu^ point of being driven 
from his office in disgrace, and all the details of the military 
department to bo placed in the hands of a person certainly 
less capable, but ])robably entirely incapable, of coiuliudiug 
them, and this in the middle of a campaign. 

‘ 1 had recommended to Dom Miguel Forjaz to resign his 
odice, and had determined to make no edfort to induce the 
Prince Regent to retain him in his servicc‘; bt‘caus(^ His 
Royal Highness, in his letter to me of the 7th of February 
last, expressed his displeasure with him in such strong 
terms, that it appeared to me to be uhcIoss, and likely only 
to be injurious to Dom Miguel Forjaz, to endeavor to 
protect him against the powerful party in the lirazils, who 
appeared determined to remove liiiu from his office, and, if 
possible, to destroy him. 

* The accusations against him also arc so inconsistent with 
each other, and so contemptible, that it is obvious they are 
only the effect of malice and of the spirit of i)arty, which 
could have been contended against successfully on the spot 
alone, 
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Dom Miguel Forjaz is at one time accused of being a 
partizan of the French. He is then accused of disobeying 
the Prince’s orders, of opposing himself to his Prince, and of 
founding his opposition on the support he received from His 
Majesty’s servant in this country, and of. boasting of this 
support, forgetting that Dom Miguel Forjaz, who is the 
Secretary of the Local Government in Portugal, will neither 
obey nor disobey any orders but those of the Local Govern- 
ment. He is then accused of an intrigue with me, forgetting 
that I have something else to do and to think of besides the 
petty intrigues of Lisbon ; that, excepting the Patriarch, I 
never spoke to any member of the Portuguese Government; 
that I do not know even by sight the majority of them ; and 
that it is quite impossible, that I can feel any interest in 
their proceedings, excepting as they affect the operations of 
the war: and lastly, to crown all, Dom Miguel Forjaz is 
accused of disobeying the Prince’s repeated orders, in omit- 
ting to bring under His Koyal Highness’ view, in order 
to receive marks of His Royal Highness’ favor, the names 
of his friends, the English Oflficers, of those friends on whose 
su])port he relics to keep him in office against the wishes of 
his Prince. 

‘ But this last crime is, I conclude, committed in his qua- 
lity of French partizan. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

^ Ills Excellency ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Charles Siuart* 

To Lieut, Colonel Torrens, Military Secretary to the 
Commander in Chief, 

' My dear Torrens, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, nth Sept, 1811 . 

' 1 have received your letter of the 24th August. 

General Campbell had already consented to stay some 
time longer. 

' When I wrote to you in February last in regard to 
Clinton, things were in a very different state from what they 
are now, and the opinions of people very different. 

' I object to the mode which our Officers have of adopting 
an opinion upon a subject before they can entirely under- 
stand it ; and cacli then acting as if it were necessary that 
ho sliould produce by his conduct an alteration of measures 
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in an army, as he would in the House of Commons. Every 
man has a right to form his own opinion, and to retain it if 
he thinks fit ; hut I expect, what I do not always find, viz., 
that when he comes to the army he shall act according to 
my opinion, I being alone responsible for everything. How- 
ever, matters are so altered, and it is so little likely that 
there can be any difference of opinion about what is going 
on, or what may go on, that not only I have no objection, 
but I shall be glad to have the assistance of General Henry 
Clinton. 

As for former subjects of difference of opinion, they arc 
gone by, and ra*e not worth considering ; neither would I 
ever think of them under existing circumstances. 

"" Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. Colonel Torrens: ' Wellington. 

To the Earl of Liverpooly Secretary of State. 

^ My dear Lord, ‘ Fuento Guinaldo, nth Sept., 1811 . 

^ I have received your letters of the 21st and 23d August, 
regarding specie for this country. 

^ Since I wrote to you on the 1st August we have received 
more money than usual from Cadiz, and wc have got some 
at Oporto, which, with the sum which arrived very oppor- 
tunely from England, relieved our distresses. You may 
depend upon it that there is no scheme for raising a shilling 
which can be suggested which is not considered ; and, when 
it comes to be closely examined, it generally turns out that 
it would not answer any purpose, except to interrupt for a 
time the success of the existing mode of raising money. 

‘The only thing that has ever occurred to me that it 
might be practicable to try, and which might produce the 
effect of bringing some money into the chest, which would 
not come into it otherwise, is to lodge in the hands of the 
Commissary General a certain sum, 100,OOOZ. for instance, 
in exchequer bills, and to enable him to issue them wh^n he 
should think proper, with the consent of the Commander in 
Chief, and to pay and charge the interest of them in his 
accounts whcigpissued. 

" We might possibly, at some periods, get some money in 
this manner, and we might save the issue of some specie in 
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the payment of our debts, by paying them in exchequer 
bills. 

/ In the discussions for the formation of a military chest 
for the Portuguese army, to which Sydenham was a party, it 
was pretended that ’ some difficulty was experienced in the 
arrangement, because I would not engage to pay a specified 
sum every month from the military chest to the King's 
Minister, to enable him to pay the subsidy ; but this was 
nonsense. I proved that the payment of the subsidy was in 
advance; and, in point of fact, when all accounts shall be 
settled, I have no doubt that it will be found that we are in 
advance, on account of the subsidy, not less than 400,000/. 

‘ The difficulty on the subject of specie, as well as that 
felt on every other subject, originates with the Government; 
and, till a new Government is formed, and acts upon better 
principles, the increase of subsidy, even accompanied as it 
has been by an increase of revenue, will produce no effect. 

Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ' WELLINGTON. 

To the Earl of Liverpool Secretary of State. 

^ My dear Lord, ‘Fuente Guinaldo, 11th Sept., 1811. 

" Referring to the assembly of troops on different points 
on our frontier, and to the accounts which I receive from the 
Admiral of general naval preparations, I should wish that, 
till the equinoctial rains have filled the Tagus, we should be 
tolerably strong in fleet, either at Cadiz or Lisbon. 

^ I think we have nothing to apprehend on shore, and no- 
thing on shore and afloat, if the Tagus should be in a state 
to afford us a barrier ; but, being fordable everywhere just 
now, and there being a chance of an attack by land and by 
sea at the same time, I think it proper to mention that we 
ought to have some maritime strength, particularly if the 
Government give any credit to the reports of the great 
maritime preparations by the enemy which are in circula- 
tion. 

' Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ' AS^ELLINGTON. 
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To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

^ My dear Lord, ^ Fuente Guinaldo, lUh Sept., 1811 . 

^ I have received lately from the Duke of York several 
orders to send regiments home, &c. &c. ; upon ivliicli I 
should wish to be informed what is the practice of the 
service. 

' If His Royal Highness directs me to draft two battalions 
into one, there is no material diminution of force here, and I 
understand that the arrangement is to be carried into exe- 
cution ; but he has lately desired me to send home the 85th 
regiment, which I intended to do as soon as it should be re- 
lieved, or immediately, if there had been no prospect of an 
early operation; and by the last post the 29tli and 97tli 
regiments, the whole of which would make a diminution of 
about 600 rank and file of infantry, which becomes a little 
important. 

^ I do not know whether I am right or wrong, but I con- 
sider your Lordship responsible for the force I have hci’c ; 
and although I should be sorry to l)c the cause of any un- 
pleasant explanation on a subject of this kind, I think it 
right to inform you that I have received these orders, and 
that I consider that I must obey them ; but if it should be 
possible, it is desirable that you should come to an under- 
standing with His Royal Highness regarding the recall of 
troops from this country. 

' I have written to him this day, to tell him that I luid de- 
tained the 85th, and should detain the 29th and 97th till 
relieved, in consequence of the sickly state of some of the 
regiments, and the prospect of an early operation, unless I 
should receive his orders to send them home immediately at 
all events. 

Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ' WellincxTON. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Seo'ctary of State, 

‘ My Lord, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, Utli'Sept, 1811. 

" The plan of operations of the enemy’s armies, or the 
period of its execution, appears to have been altered since 
the ist instant, as the guards have not been collccdcd at 
Salamanca, at least as far as I have heard; and Marsha 
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Marmont has undoubtedly removed his head quarters back 
again to Plasencia, and Foy’s division of infantry of the 
army of Portugal, which he announced in his letter in cipher 
to Girard, of the 20th August, was to cross the Tagus at 
Almaraz, still remains in Lower Estremadura. The enemy, 
however, are actively employed in raising contributions in 
Castille and Estremadura ; and a detachment of the guards 
and of the Lanciers de Berg, which arrived at Salamanca on 
the 1st instant, drove Don Julian’s troops from Ledesma on 
the 4th, and have since obliged them to retire across the 
Yeltes. They have, however, themselves again retired 
towards the Tormes. 

^ Either these operations or increased vigilance of the 
police at Salamanca have prevented my receiving any intel- 
ligence from my correspondents in that town since the 3d 
instant, and I am therefore not fully informed of all that has 
passed lately, and is passing, on the Tormes and the Duero. 
I am very apprehensive that their silence may be attributed 
to the latter cause, and even that some of them may have 
suffered for their attachment to us, as the intelligence which 
they sent to General Silveira having been constantly pub- 
lished in the Portuguese, and afterwards copied into the 
English newspapers, must have attracted the notice of the 
enemy; and it is more than probable that if any great 
operation is in contemplation, particular orders have been 
sent to increase the vigilance of the police, and to put an 
end to all intercourse which I may have had with the 
interior of Spain. 

^ The enemy appear not only to have altered the plan of 
operations which they had formed for the army of the north, 
and for the army of Portugal, for the first days of this 
month, but also the general plan for the campaign of the 
year. 

" Soult certainly marched to attack the Spanish army of 
Murcia, and his intention was to endeavor to obtain posses- 
sion of Carthagena. He left in the blockade of Cadiz two 
divisions of the 1st corps, and in Seville and about Zafra, in 
Estrenaadura, the 5th corps. He had some success, as 
reported in my last dispatch, against one division of the 
army of Murcia, on the 9th of August, and the army of 
Murcia took a position near Lorca. It is generally reported 
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that there had been another action on the 14th of August, 
in which the French suffered considerable loss; but Mr. 
Wellesley has transmitted to me a letter from General 
Roche, from Alicante, of the 18th, ia which he does not 
mention that event, and I therefore give no credit to tliis 
report. 

^ But it appears that Soult, instead of following his success 
against the army of Murcia, has I’eturned to the westward : 
and I have a report that a detachment had arrived on the 
2d instant at Llercna, in Estremadura, and that he was 
about to assemble a force there. It is so difficult to obtain 
intelligence in the south of Spain, that I cannot be certain 
of the truth of this report- Mr. Wellesley has transmitted 
me another, received from General Campbell, of the 26th 
August, which the latter had received from General Bc- 
guines, that the enemy had moved upon Malaga. 

^ These two reports are not entirely inconsistent with each 
other. It was probable that the intelligence of our move- 
ments upon Ciudad Rodrigo would induce the enemy to 
turn all their attention to this side of the Peninsula ; and 
that the desire that Girard should occupy the position of 
Truxillo, which it is very necessary for the enemy to secure, 
would occasion the march of additional troops to occupy the 
country about Zafra ; and this would impede tlie execution 
of all the great plans in the south cast part of the Penin- 
sula, at the same time that Soult would still be sufilcdcntly 
strong to carry on his operations in the Campo do Gibraltar. 

^ If the alteration of the plan, or of the period of execu- 
tion by the armies immediately in my front, is connected 
with a plan for a general movement of all the armies 
towards the frontiers of Portugal, the movement stated 
would be made upou Llercna ; but probably as large a force 
would be assembled at that place as could be drawn from 
the southern provinces of Spain ; in which case the move- 
ment upon Malaga could not be made. 

‘ This is the plan, the execution of which would ])r()bably 
be attempted, if the Emperor were to come to the Peninsula ; 
but since the receipt of the intercepted letters, adverted to 
in my dispatch of the 28th August, and which were dated 
in the end of June, I have had no reason to believe he was 
coming; and as Bessieres and other Officers have been 
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called to France suddenly in the end of July, and from 
intelligence lately received from Bordeaux, I am inclined to 
believe he is not coming ; and I do not think the execution 
of this plan would be intrusted to any of his Officers now in 
Spain. 

‘ The French retired from Ayamonte on the night of the 
24th^ and a detachment proceeded to make an attack upon 
the castle of Paymogo, in which a small Spanish garrison 
had been left by General Ballesteros. The enemy were 
repulsed. 

^ The detachment of Spanish troops in Estremadura, 
under General Morillo, joined with Colonel Downie’s legion, 
and the cavalry of the 5th army, the whole under the Conde 
de Penne Villemur, have had some success in an attack 
which they made upon a detachment of Foy's division, at 
Caceres. They drove the enemy in a very creditable 
manner from that town, and took some prisoners. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

^ The Earl of Liverpool ^Wellington. 

"P. S. Since I wrote this dispatch, I have received a 
letter of the 7th from Salamanca, which has relieved me 
from the anxiety which I felt respecting my correspondents 
in that place. It appears that the enemy have not collected 
on the Tormes the troops which they had intended to collect 
early in the month. ^ W.’ 

To the Ea/rl of Liverpool Secretary of State. 

‘ My bear Lord, ‘Fuente Guinaldo, 11 th Sept, 1811 . 

" I have received your letter of the 21st August, regarding 
the intention to request the Prince Regent of Portugal to 
return to this country, and I can only assure your Lordship 
that the Government shall be made acquainted with the 
opinion which I have been able to form upon that subject, 
as His Royal Highness’ return will affect the situation of 
affairs here and in the Brazils. ^ . 

^ It is my opinion that a change of Government in Portu- 
gal is become absolutely necessary. The Prince Regent’s 
servants have in fact no influence over the proceedings of 
the Local Government ; and it appears to me that approba- 
tion is claimed ' from the Brazils, in proportion as all the 

VOL, vni. T 
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measures proposed by the Prince Segent’s servants are 
opposed. None of the reforms proposed in the civil de- 
partments of the army are yet carried into execution ; the 
Local Government have positively refused to adopt some of 
them, and they have done everything in their power to 
defeat the effect of others, by the mode in which they have 
proposed to carry them into execution, and they would not 
have discussed even one of the plans proposed, if I had 
not positively refused to allow a shilling of the additional 
subsidy to be paid till they were adopted. 

" It is a matter of astonishment that such a spirit should 
exist among people who absolutely depend for their exist- 
ence upon the continuance of His Royal Highness’ protec- 
tion of their country, but so it is. The truth is, that they 
have been ashamed of the degree of influence and power 
which they had been induced to give to British Officers in 
their army. The contrast of the conduct of the Spaniards 
is perpetually occurring to them: the Spaniards reproach 
them that they have no country, and that there are no Por- 
tuguese; and the object of the Local Government appears 
to be to diminish the reputation and the influence of the 
British Officers as much as they can, after they have given 
them the command of their armies, and to raise that of 
Silveira, and of others of this description ; and with this 
view they oppose every measure proposed by us, and 1 
suspect have gone even farther, and have employed more 
than the due proportion of the resources of the Government 
to support the little desultory operations of these Officers, in 
preference to those of the army. I believe there was never 
a more flagrant instance of the perversity of the human 

mind ! ! I believe that if had cordially supported 

the measures of the King’s servants here, that the Govern- 
ment would have been changed long ago ; as matters are, 
however, there is no chance of a change of Government, or 
of an alteration of its conduct for the better. 

^Without more knowledge than I have of the character 
of the Prince Regent of Portugal, it is difficult for me to 
determine what effect would be produced by his coining to 
assume the Government. The endeavors to raise the na- 
tional character would probably be redoubled, to which, 
however, I have no objection whatever, if the measures for 



1811. 


PUENTE GUINALDO. 


275 


improving, and for the better application of the resources of 
the country recommended by me, are carried into execution ; 
and as I believe fear is the predominant feature in the cha- 
racter of the Prince of Brazils, I think that a sense of the 
danger which would result from a neglect of the measures 
I)roposed would secure his support of them ; but it would be 
necessary to have about him a British Minister, who, at the 
same time .that he should conciliate His Iloyal Highness’ 
confidence, would act cordially with the Officers in command 
of the army. 

‘ It might be necessary to insist with His Royal Highness 
that all the engagements entered into with Beresford when 
he took the command of the army, regarding the promotions 
of the army, punishments, &c. &c., should be strictly per- 
Ibrmed, otlierwisc the Fidalgos would soon annihilate all 
discipline, and ruin the army. 

" The prcseiK^c of His Royal Highness in Portugal would 
have many good cdfects in respect to the contest, if it should 
produce no very bad effect in respect to the authority which 
wo now liavo over the. operations of the army. 

' First, it would give fresh spirit to the exertions of all the 
Portuguese, many of whom look very anxiously to the future 
state of their country, even if it should get tlirough the 
existing crisis. Secondly, it would have some effect of the 
same description throughout the Peninsula, as well on the 
Spaniards as the French. It would show both that Great 
Britain was not only deteinnined to persevere, but consi- 
dered success to be certain, if the Portuguese should con- 
tinue their exertions in union with us. 

‘ I am not so ceiHain of the effect that will be i)roduced 
by this change in the Brazils, and indeed I do not under- 
stand the subject so well; but it is my opinion, that the 
British Government ought to consider even this branch of 
the subject, as it will affect the interests of Great Britain 
through Portugal, and not as one affecting the mercantile 
interests of His Majesty’s subjects. 

‘ The Brazils will be reduced from the situation of an 
independent country to that of a colony, which the inha- 
bitants of the Brazils may not much like ; and, considering 
all that is going on around them, some of them (unless they 
are well managed, as we may be certain they will not be) 
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may be induced to oppose ; but even in this extreme case of 
the loss of the Brazils, I should think it the interest of 
Portugal, and of course of Great Britain, that the Sovereign 
should reside in Portugal. 

^ I am not entirely convinced that Portugal can do with- 
out the Brazils ; but it is not impossible, in my opinion, to 
conciliate the interests of the Brazils, and of Portugal, the 
Sovereign residing in the latter Kingdom. It cannot be 
done, in my opinion, by bringing back the Brazils to the 
state of restraint of a colony in point of trade ; and if the 
trade is left as it is, the mercantile interests of the Brazils, 
and of His Majesty’s subjects, will not be injured by the 
removal of the Government to Portugal ; but in this case it 
would probably be necessary to arrange that a proportion of 
the duties on imports and exports paid in the Brazils, 
should be transferred to the treasury of Portugal. 

If this object should be effected, the political and finan- 
cial interests of Portugal will be conciliated with the mer- 
cantile interests of the colony and of the British merchants. 
It is impossible for me to say whether it can be effected or 
not; I only state what is desirable, and what must be 
effected at some time or other, if the result of the contest 
should be successful, and we should be able to maintain the 
independence of Portugal against the enemy ; neither is it 
possible for me to judge whether the inhabitants of the 
Brazils would be content to return to the situation of a 
colony, their trade being left independent, paying to the 
mother country a part of the duties levied upon it. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* The Earl of Liverpool ^ Wellington. 

To the Earl of Lix>eipooU Secretary of State. 

^ My DEAR Lord, * Fuente Guinaldo, llth Sept, 1811 , 

" I enclose the weekly state of the 1st, and the morning 
report of the 8th instant. 

"l am sorry to say that our young soldiers are sickly; but 
the disorders are not very violent ; and I hope that at the 
end of this month they w^l be less prevalent. It is melan- 
choly, however, to see the effect which the Walcheren fever 
has had upon the constitutions of both Officers and soldiers. 

" Believe me, &c. 

" Wellington. 


‘ The Earl of Liverpool 
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To General Bacellar. 

‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 1 2th Sept., ] 811. 

' Major General Don Carlos de Espana has informed me, 
that, upon the recent movements of the enemy between the 
Tormes and the Yeltes, he had been under the necessity of 
sending across the Duero the battalions of Spanish recruits 
which he was forming on the left of that river, and that one 
battalion, consisting of 1300 men, under the command of 
Lieut. Colonel Don Manuel Bendito, had gone over from 
Fermoselle to Bemposta, and that another battalion, con- 
sisting of 600 men, under the command of Don Felipe 
Baxona, had gone over from Saucelle to Freixo de Espa- 
dacinta. I request that these troops may be received with 
hospitality within the Portuguese frontier. 

' Don Carlos de Espana has informed me, that he had 
sent over, from Saucelle and Fermoselle, magazines of corn 
for the support of these troops ; but, as they may be under 
the necessity of remaining in Portugal loxiger than those 
magazines will provide for their subsistence, I beg that you 
will give directions that the Superintendent de Viveres in 
the province of Tras os Montes may take measures to supply 
them with provisions, for which I will pay from the military 
chest of the British army, until a British Commissary can be 
sent to supply them. 

^ I beg that you will inform the Superintendent de Viveres 
of the province of Tras os Montes, that I hold him re- 
sponsible for a due obedience to this order, and that there 
shall be no ground for complaints on the part of the Spanish 
Officers and troops. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* General Bacellar ' ^ Wellington. 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart* 

( Sir, * Fuente Guinaldo, 12tli Sept., 1811. 

I enclose a list of the Portuguese subjects in the service 
of the medical department, and a list of those also in the 
commissariat of the British army, whom I wish to be ex- 
empted from the operation of the recruiting laws. 

' In the list of persons employed by the commissariat 
the names of several laborers are included. These I should 
have directed to be struck out, if I had observed any system 
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British troops in defence of the Kingdom of Portugal ; and 
the confidential Minister of the Prince of Brazils, upon 
reading these complaints, instead of urging the Local Go- 
vernment to adopt energetic measures to prevent the exist- 
ence of ground for these complaints, recommends greater 
energy in their replies to them,” and that the King’s 
servants here (that is to say, I) should be made responsible 
for the failure of the Portuguese departments. 

After obtaining a knowledge of the sentiments of Condc 
de Linhares, I cannot recommend that the Prince of Brazils 
should be invited back to Portugal. Bad as things are 
now, they would certainly be worse if lie were in the 
country; and unless the British Government take up the 
subject, and bring these gentlemen to a proper under- 
standing of the nature of their situation and of their duties, 
we must only jog on as we can, exposed to all the incon- 
veniences and risks, and incurring all the expenses, of this 
contest. 

' If Government would follow my advice, however, they 
would make the Prince of Brazils understand, that great as 
is the interest of the British Government in maintaining the 
contest for the preservation of his dominions, his own in- 
terest is greater ; and that if he and his Ministers, and his 
servants in this country, did not exert themselves, the as- 
sistance of the British, both in money and troops, should be 
withdrawn. 

^ I have already fought one battle on this frontier with de- 
fective equipments of all kinds, owing to the neglect of the 
Portuguese Government, and I am on the eve of another ; 
but this will not do : there is not another Officer in the 
service who would go through what I daily endure to keep 
the machine together, and it cannot last. 

^ Your Lordship may depend upon it, that with all our 
efforts and good will we cannot save this country, if the sen- 
timent of the Conde de Linhares and of the Government 
should become the prevalent sentiment of the country, and 
it should be imagined for a moment that the interest in the 
contest is ours, and that the Prince of Brazils and the Por- 
tuguese nation have but a minor interest in it, and need 
make no exertion. This is exactly what I have been con- 
tending against since I first landed in Portugal, and that 
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one sentence which I enclose is sufficient to undo all the 
good that we have done to this moment. 

" Whatever measure Government may adopt upon this 
subject, I trust that they will not make it known that the 
intelligence of the existence of this dispatch from the Conde 

dc Linharcs was received from . 

" Believe me, &c. 

» The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ Wellington. 


To Major General Alexander CamphelL 
^ Sir, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 14tli Sept., 1811. 

‘ I received last night your letter of the 13th, enclosing 

one of the 12th from Lieut. Colonel to Major General 

Burnc, and I beg that Lieut. Colonel may be informed 

that I cannot give him leave of absence. 

* I have not received, through the channel prescribed by 
His Majesty's Regulations, any statement of the injuries of 

which licut. Colonel complains. Till the Lieutenant 

Colonel will ado])t that mode of transmitting his state- 
ment it will be impossible for you to know of what he 
complains, or for me to form a fair opinion on his com- 
plaints. 

‘ As I returned the letter which Licut. Colonel 

wrote to me on the 8th instant, in a cover, scaled up and di- 
rected to Licut. Colonel , I conclude that it reached 

him in the state in which it left me, and therefore that 
you could not have seen it. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

* Major General ^ W ELLINGTON . 

A. Campbell: 

To Major General Alexander CamphelL 
' My dear CAMPluaL, * Fuento Guinaldo, Nth Sept, 1811. 

‘ We have no chance with Colonel , excepting we 

proceed regularly, and you may depend upon it that at last 
he will be brought to act as he ought. He will give me a 
great deal of trouble, but that is my misfortune, and I should 
have much more trouble by departing from the regular 
mode pointed out by the Regulations. When he sends his 
statement of injuries to you, you will of course write your 
observations, your answer, ^nd the defence of ypurself, on 
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each injury stated, and forward it to me ; when that paper 
shall reach me I shall determine what I will do. 

^ I have sent you a cask of Lamego. 

Believe me, &c. 

‘ Major General " WELLINGTON. 

A, Campbell' 


To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

‘ Sir, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 14tli Sept., 1811. 

^ I have the honor to enclose a copy of General Orders '■ 
which I have issued this day on the subject of billeting tlie 
Officers and troops, which I beg you to lay before the Por- 
tuguese Government, and urge them to give orders that the 
arrangement proposed in the third paragrapli may be 
carried into execution, as far as may be possible, in all the 
large towns in the Kingdom. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

* His Excellency ^ WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart* 

To Vice Admiral the Hon. George Berkeley. 

* My dear Sir, * Fuente Guinaldo, LOth Sopt, 1811. 

" I received your letter of the Gth in time to write to Lord 
Liverpool by the last post, to apprise him of my opinion that 
we ought, under existing circumstances, to have a largcu* 
fleet in the Tagus than we have ; and indeed I think that 
we ought at all times to be at least safe on that side. 

‘ I also wrote to Sir William Beresford, to apprise liim of 
my opinion that the sea batteries ought again to be armed. 

" Believe me, &c. 

* Vice Admiral • " Wf.LLINGTON. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.^ 

To Vice Admiral the Hon. George Berkeley. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘Fuente Guinaldo, 16lh Sept., 1811. 

^ I received last night your letter of the 12th. 

^ Our horses are bought in England for twenty five guineas 
each, and I calculate that it costs ten pounds to bring every 
horse to this country, making his price here thirty five 
guineas, or thereabouts. 

See volume of Gisneral Orders, under the heads of Lisbon, 14th March 
1809, and Quarters, Fuente Guinaldo, I4th September, 1811. ^ 
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" I could not with propriety make a contract with an 
American to supply horses for the army without the consent 
of G ovcrnment, and it would scarcely he worth while to make 
one ibr such a saving as five guineas for each horse. 

^ In all probability, the expenses of the Officers there to 
approve of the horses would cost as much as the difference 
of expense of the horses. There is also another objection 
to this plan, which is, that although horses might be very 
fit for the service in Passamaquoddy Bay upon their em- 
barkation, the voyage would probably make such an altera- 
tion in their condition, particularly under American care, as 
might make them very unfit for service on their arrival here, 
more particularly as this American care would be bestowed 
upon the horses with a certainty that, after the inspection 
previous to embarkation, they must be taken, whatever may 
be the state of their condition on landing. 

"We do not use horses for bat, but mules ; and these, 
dear as they arc, are cheaper than the American horses 
would be under the proposed contract, and answer the pur- 
pose equally well, if xiot better. 

" Believe me, &c. 

" Vice Admiral ' WELLINGTON. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 

To Lieut. General Graham. 

" My dear Sir, * Fuentc Guinaldo, leth Sept., 1811, 1 p.m. 

"I have just received your letter of the 15th, and that 
from General Cooke. The orders of this army specify that 
when a Lieutenant Colonel is named in orders to command 
a brigade, he is to receive a staff allowance equal in amount 
to his pay ; but those who hold the command in a temporary 
manner, without being named in orders, as many do at this 
moment, do not receive the allowance. 

" 1 think the best way would be to consider the regulations 
of this army ap|)licable to the troops at Cadiz, and to give 
to those Officers named by you to command brigades, and 
in Cadiz, the ^illowancc during the time they shall exercise 
their command respectively. Upon the same ground Lord 
Proby ought to have the allowance likewise. 

" When I settled this arrangement the same objections 
were wade by several of the seniors here as are now made 
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at Cadiz ; but, in my opinion, it is very injurious to the ser- 
vice to remove an Officer from a situation of which he per- 
forms the duty well, viz., the command of his regiment, for 
any temporary purpose, such as the command of a brigade, 
till a General Oj05cer should be sent from England to com- 
mand it. I resisted these pretensions on these grounds, 
and I must do to Officers the justice to say that they ceased 
to bring them forward. Lately I have not appointed in 
orders Lieutenant Colonels to command brigades, and I 
believe there are none in this army who receive the allow- 
ance. 

" I shall write to England respecting the battalion of 
foreign detachments. I have a great objection to foreigners 
in this army, as they desert terribly ; and they not only give 
the enemy intelligence which he would find it difficult to got 
in any other manner, but by their accounts and stories of 
the mode in which deserters from the French army arc 
treated by us, some of them well founded, they have almost 
put an end to desertion. I would therefore prefer not to 
have any of them here. I have sent orders to the 39th to 
join this army, and the Chasseurs de Wattcville to go to 
Ireland, according to the orders of the Secretary of State. 

' Of course Captain Hamilton cannot be more than a 
Deputy Assistant till he shall be promoted to be a Field 
Officer, 

^ I send you a letter of the 10th from my brother, from 
which you will see the intelligence he had up to that period. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut General Graham, ^ Wellington. 

^ P. S. I enclose some interesting papers just now received. 
I rather judge that Montbrun, in his Patente Jaunc,” 
states that the convoy will commence its march on the 20th 
or 21st. It is obvious, from the letter from Salamanca, that 
it will not on the 15th. ^ W.’ 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart 

^ Sir, ' Fuente Guinaldo, 16 th Sept, 1811 . 

^ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 12th 
instant, regarding the establishment of the posts. 

* I have no authority, and never had the intention, to pay 
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from the military chest for any Portuguese civil or military 
establishment. I have taken upon myself at times to assist 
the Portuguese Government by making advances from the 
military chest for the support of their establishments, for 
the benefit of the service ; but I never conceived it possible 
that any hesitation would be made about repaying these 
advances, whether made by way of ration or in money; and 
I can only say, that if there is any hesitation about comply- 
ing with a proposition so reasonable as that the Portuguese 
Government should repay the advances made in ration and 
money for the support of the post horses and mules on the 
ordinary lines of communication of the Kingdom, I must 
throw myself on the mercy of my own Government for for- 
giveness for having been so improvident as to make these 
advances under a confidence in the honor of the Portuguese 
Government that they should be repaid. 

‘ I can make no arrangement to pay half or any propor- 
tion of the expense of maintaining post horses and mules 
on the ordinary lines of communication in Portugal. 

' If the Portuguese Government choose not to support the 
post horses and mules on the ordinary lines of communica- 
tion, I must take measures to establish and support a com- 
munication with Lisbon for the use of the British army, till 
I can receive the orders of my Government upon such an 
extraodinary determination by the Portuguese Government, 
as that the military chest of a foreign army is to defray the 
expense of one of their ordinary, domestic, civil establish- 
ments. But I repeat, that I will not allow one Portuguese 
letter to be carried by the communications which I shall 
support. 

I beg to have a decided answer xipon this subject by 
return of the post, in order that I may lose no time in 
apprising my Government of the fault I have committed in 
trusting to the honor of the Portuguese Government, in 
making advances for the support of one of their civil esta- 
blishments, and in requesting the forgiveness of the Prince 
liegent of Great Britain and Ireland for this improvidence. 

' I beg that this letter may be laid before the Portuguese 
Government. 

^ The Government shall have the account of the rations 
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issued to the post horses and mules, and postillions, as soon 
as it can be made up. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ^ W ELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart.' 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

< Sir, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 16th Sept., 1811. 

" I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the I2ih 
instant, conveying complaints from Dom Miguel Foijaz, on 
the subject of means of transport, which you state that you 
would not liavc forwarded to me if Mr. Dalrymple had sent 
you an answer upon them. It is my duty to attend to all 
subjects of this description ; and you may depend upon it 
that 1 shall give every attention in my power to the subject 
now brought under my consideration. 

" I am sorry, however, to have to observe that these com- 
plaints on the part of the Portuguese Commissaries are 
generally the pretences for some neglect of duty, and 1 can- 
not recollect one of them which has contained a plain state- 
ment of facts. 

^ It generally turns out, upon inquiry, that some fact, ma- 
terial to the consideration of the case, has been grossly 
misrepresented, and that no ground of complaint does in 
reality exist. 

‘ It will not excite surprise, therefore, that I should have 
called for explanations from Mr. Berard, Mr. Pratt, and Mr. 
Drake, before I should decide upon the complaints whicdi 
have been made against these, gentlemen respectively. 

' When the allied army are acting together, it is necessary 
that some rule should be established for the distribution of 
the means of transport, &c., which the country affords, and 
which are generally required for the service. Under the 2d 
and 3d articles of the arrangement of the 10th June, 1809, 
it has been settled that the Commissary General of the Bri- 
tish army shall make that distribution ; and accordingly, 
during the campaign of 1810, the distribution of the means 
of transport, both by land and water, was made under my 
directions, according to the number of troops of both nations 
then in the field. 



1811. 


FUENTE GUINALDO. 


287 


‘ It was foand, however, that great inconvenience resulted 
from this distribution, because the British commissariat 
paid, and the Portuguese commissariat did not pay, for the 
means of transport which each used ; and in the campaign 
of 1811, the boatmen, in particular on the Mondego, in- 
sisted, as a condition on which alone they would put their 
boats in a state to perform any service, that they should j^ot 
be handed over to the Portuguese commissariat. 

^ The distribution of the means of transport, therefore, has 
not gone on so regularly this year, and it appeared to be a 
matter of but little importance, as so large a proportion of 
Iho Portuguese army was fed by the British Commissaries. 

‘ My attention, however, has lately been drawn to this 
subject by Mr. Kennedy, in consequence of a large requisi- 
tion for carts for the movement of the heavy train having 
bc^en made at Lamego. The Portuguese Commissaries im- 
modialoly discovered that they could not carry on the service 
unless they had some carts on the road from the army to 
Lamego ; and, upon reference from Mr. Kennedy, I decided 
lluii upon every ilfteen carts received from the Superin- 
tendent of Transport at Lamego and on the Mondego, the 
Portuguese Commissaries should have onCi 
‘ I made tliis distribution by referring only to the number 
of rations for men and horses which the Commissary of each 
nation had to issue, and putting entirely out of the question 
the movement of the battering train from Lamego, or the 
field stores from Coiinln-a, which falls exclusively upon the 
means of transport allotted to the British Commissary 
General. 

‘ In considering this subject, I only request the Secretary 
of‘ Slater to considcir tliat the British commissariat feed the 
larg(‘st proportion of the l^ortuguese troops, and that the 
transport of the equipments for all the operations of the war 
i'all upon the means of transport allotted to him. 

" J/ately, indeed, he has been feeding not only the regular 
troops, but the militia who arc escorting the battering train, 
because nobody else will perform that duty. , 

* 1 have frequently repeated that, of which I am firmly 
persuaded, if the call for means of transport for both armies 
were twice as large as it is, the country possesses the means 
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of supplying it without inconvenience, if the Government 
choose to enforce their own laws and regulations. 

^ I have lately had an opportunity of seeing how the 
French conduct these concerns in Castille, in which kingdom 
neither the Spanish nor the British army could ever procure 
adequate means of transport, any more than the British or 
the Portuguese army can now in Portugal. The Prefect 
issues his orders to the several heads of districts, directing 
that a certain number of carts, drawn in a certain manner, 
and a certain number of mules, belonging to the district, 
each cart and each mule attended by its owner or his ser- 
vant, shall be at a certain place, at a certain hour, on a 
named day. The head of the district either sends a similar 
order to the heads of villages, or makes the detailed distri- 
bution by name throughout the district. 

' This is the mode of proceeding pointed out by the law 
of Portugal, but the diflerence in the mode of executing the 
law is the cause of the difference of effect. Notwithstanding 
the dislike to the French, and the reluctance with which 
the people of the country serve them, and that they arc 
never paid, not a cart or mule required is missing at the 
named hour, not an owner of a cart or mule is absent. But 
in Portugal, where the Government will not carry into 
execution their own laws, means of transport arc always 
deficient, the service is always cramped, and so it will con- 
tinue until some dreadful misfortune happens, and the 
French enabled to establish themselves in Portugal, to carry 
into execution the law, as they do in Spain. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

" His Excellency « WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart,^ 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

^ Sir, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 16th Sept., 1811. 

^ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 12th 
instant, regarding the assistance to be given to the poor 
inhabitants of Portugal who are sick, from the fund arising 
from the bounty of the British Parliament, or the charity of 
individuals in England. 

^ The knowledge which I have of this country induces me 
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to request that you will suggest to the gentlemen appointed 
to manage and distribute these funds, the expediency of 
attending to the districts on the banks of the Coa, from its 
source at least as far as Pinhel. 

‘ These districts were the scat of war during the months 
of July, August, and September, 1810, when the harvest of 
that year was reaped, the whole of which was consumed by 
tlie enemy ; and again, in the beginning of April of this 
year, when the little they had sown began to appear above 
ground, and was consumed. 

^ J'he inhabitants of these villages are reduced to subsist 
upon a small quantity of millet which they have contrived to 
save ; but the food is not of a description, nor is the quan- 
tity sufficient, to subsist them through the winter. Money 
distributed in these villages would enable them to procure 
some Ibod from Spain ; and if the British army should can- 
ton lor any lime in these districts, the inhabitants will gain 
sonuHliing by the services they will render the army. 

‘ However, the distressed state of these people deserves 
the attention of the managers of these charities. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

^ Jlis Excellency ^ Wellington. 

Charles' Sliiari.' 

To Lieut. General Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

" Fuento Guinaldo, 17th Sept., 1811, 

" My DEAR Cotton, 12 at noon. 

* I recommend the arrangement you propose for the com- 
mand of tlio UHh by to-morrow's post 

^ I had thoughts of reducing the establishment of all the 
regiments in this country to three squadrons, being certain 
tluit we shall thereby lose no olfcctive numbers, and that it 
will he a great convenience to the regiments ; but I have 
delayed the measure till I should see you, and till the horses 
slioidd arrive. 

* The latter are arrived, I understand ; and you might as 
well prepare your returns and statements of men and horses 
in each regiment, and after the expected bustle I will settle 
the business. 

" Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut. General ' ^ Wellington. 

Sir S. Cotton, BartJ 

VOL. vm. 
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To the Right Hon. Henry Wellesley. 

‘ Mt dear Henry, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 18th Sept., 1811. 

^ I have received your letter of the 11th, and I enclose the 
copy of my dispatch of this day to the Secretary of State. 

" I do not believe that Snchct came to Burgos, although 
Castailos swore that he was there ; and I am quite at a loss 
to know what Soult is doing. 

^ Ever yours most affectionately, 

* The Right Hon. H. Wellesley^ ‘ Wellington. 

To the Earl of Liverpool^ Sec7'otart/ of S/:ate. 

' My Lord, ‘ Fueute Guinaldo, 1 Stii Sept., 1811. 

^ Neither the army of Portugal, nor that of the north, 
have made any movement of importance since I addre.ssed 
you on the 11th instant. Both, however, have been con- 
centrated in a greater degree than they wore; the army of 
Portugal being between Bejar and Plasencia, with tlioir 
advanced posts on this side, at Val do Fuentes ; and the 
army of the north on the Lower Tonnes, and liotween that 
river and the Ducro. 

' Both armies are employed in collecting supplies of pro- 
visions ; and I enclose the deciphered copy of a letter in 
cipher, from General Montbrun to the governor of Cindad 
Rodrigo, from which it appears that it is the enemy’s inten- 
tion to endeavor to introduce larger supplies of ])rovlsious 
into Ciudad Rodrigo from the side of Plasencfia, as wcdl as 
from that of Salamanca. The dates being all in cipluu’, and 
not having been able to discover that part of the kc'y, \vv do 
not know exactly on wluit day the operat ion is to commence, 
but I should imagine about tlio 20lh or 21st. 

' From what I have stated to your Lordship in former 
dispatches regarding the enemy’s strength, and the difficul- 
ties and risks attending any operation on the right of the 
Agueda, you will not have expected that I slipuld be able to 
prevent the introduction of this convoy into Ciudad Rodrigo. 

‘ Since I last addressed your Lordship, I have heard that 
the army of Portugal had received a reinforcement of 4000 
men from Valladolid, recently arrived from France, besides 
one of between 2000 and 3000 convalescents, which had 
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before joined from Salamanca ; and many horses, as well for 
dra£j:;()ons as artillery. 

‘ All ac-coimls, liowevcr, concur in stating that there are 
a vast nmnl)er of sick in this army; and I may be mistaken 
in my ('stimale, as well of their numbers as of those of the 
army of the nortli, altliough founded on the best informa- 
tion in regard to the army of Portugal, and upon actual 
returns of tlie army of the north. 

‘ I ])ropose, therefore, to keep the allied army in such a 
situation as long as I can, as that I may see the enemy, and 
form an o])inion of their strength from a view of them when 
collected. 

' 11* I sliould not be able to prevent the introduction of 
the convoy, I shall at least have had the satisfaction of 
obliging the enemy to collect all their troops for the purpose 
of escorting it, and tlius of contributing to save the army 
and tine kingdom of (lalicia. 

‘ I liave not yet received irom General Abadia an account 
of his operations ; but I enclose the copy of a letter which 
he wrote to Don Carlos do l^spafia on the 8th instant, and 
ihe extract of a letter from General Walker of the 4th, and 
the copy of a letter from General Abadia to the Junta of 
Coruna of the JVist of Arfgust, the whole of which, with the 
account of General Wathicr to the governor of Ciudad 
Rodrigo of tlie 1st Sept eml>er, transmitted in my dispatch 
ol* the 4th, will give your Lordship a notion of what occurred, 
and of the existing state of affairs in Galicia. I do not 
transmit a letter of the 5th instant which I have received 
from C'oloncl Sir Howard Douglas, as he has your Lord- 
ship’s directions to send home copies of all his communica- 
tions to mo. 

^ In my <)])inion. General Abadia made bis retreat in good 
order, notwithstanding that it was made under circumstances 
of disadvantage, in consequence of its having been com- 
menced too late. On this account he lost the great com- 
munication with Conifia; and if the enemy had been able 
to persevere, tliey would have gained possession of that 
town and of Ferrol 

* Your Lordship will have seen the account of events in 
Mxircia subsequent to the i)th of August, from which it 
appears tliat the army of Murcia also lost the great com- 

u 2 
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munication with Lorca and Murcia by a similar error ; and 
that the several divisions were separated;, and sustained 
severe loss. 

I have not yet received accounts, upon which I can rely, 
of the direction of Soult’s operations, since his success 
against the army of Murcia, as it is so difScult to procure 
intelligence in the south of Spain which can be relied upon ; 
but it is certain that none of his troops had arrived at 
Llerena, as reported to me; and I believe equally so that 
they had not been directed to establish the authority of the 
French Government in the Campo do Gibraltar. 

I have the honor to be. See. 

* The Earl of Livei'^ool." ^ Wellington. 


To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

* My Lord, ‘ Fuentc Guinaldo, 18 th Sopt., 1811 . 

^ Major General Cooke has written to request that some 
arrangement may made for the disposal of the battalion 
of foreign detachments doing duty at Cadiz. Tliis battalion 
consists of some men belonging to the Chasseurs Britan- 
niques, and of some recruits enlisted for general service, 
cither at Gibraltar or on the eastern coast of' the Peninsula, 
and not yet allotted to any regiment, and tlierefore but ill 
provided with clothing and appointments. Major General 
Cooke states that he has understood that these num are 
dissatisfied with the uncertainty of their situation, and he 
expresses an anxiety that they should be disposed of in 
regiments. 

‘ I am not at all anxious to have any of them ivith tliis 
army. The number of foi’cigners with this army is a serious 
inconvenience, as they not only convey intelligence to the 
enemy, which they could acquire in no other manner, but 
they have nearly put a stop to desertion from the enemy’s 
ranks by their accounts, unfounded or exaggerated, of the 
manner in which deserters are treated and disposed of in 
the British service. 

^ Those men who do desert now, therefore prefer to take 
their chance with the Spanish levies to coming to us ; and 
they earnestly intreat that they may not be sent to us, as 
they have been informed by the deserters from our army 
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that the deserters from the enemy are sent to the West 
India Islands, and have no chance of ever returning to 
Europe. 

‘ I would beg to recommend, therefore, that those men of 
tlie battalion of foreign detachments at Cadiz, not belonging 
to the ('hasseurs Britanniques, should be formed into a bat- 
talion of the German Legion, or of the 60th regiment, and 
that Officers should be sent to take charge of them, and that 
they should be clothed in the usual manner. 

" I have the honor to be. See. 

‘ T/ifi Bari of UverpooV ' Wellington. 

To the Bari of Liverpool^ Secretary of State. 

" My Lord, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, IStli Sept., 1811. 

' I enclose the last weekly state of the British army, and 
the morning report of the army in the field of the 15th 
September. 

" I am concerned to say that the sickness of the newly 
arrived troops, and of those which were in Walcheren, still 
continues. Some of the regiments lately arrived have not 
now in the ranks fit for duty half of the number of men they 
landed in this country ; and the daily diminution of num- 
bers from these, and the regiments that were in Walcheren, 
is such, that the numbers of the army for duty are scarcely 
kept up by the daily arrival of reinforcements. The Officers 
also are as sickly as the soldiers. 

^ The army is situated in good cantonments, in the most 
healthy part of the country. The troops have undergone no 
fatigue, and have been remarkably well fed. 

' The disorder is generally of the intermittent description, 
and not very severe, and the deaths not numerous. I am in 
hopes also, that as there has been a favorable change in the 
weather within these last few days, the troops will soon re- 
gain their health and strength. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Bari of Liverpool.^ ‘ W Ellington. 

To Bis Excellency Charles Stuart. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘Fuente Guinaldo, 20tli Sept., 1811. 

‘ 1 have received your letter of the 16th. 

‘ I think you had better send to England the papers which 
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have passed between you and the Government regarding 
Dom Miguel Forjaz. 

" I wrote by the last post to Lord Liverpool on the con- 
duct of the Government of Brazils, and I hope that the 
subject will be taken up and handled with some vigor. 

" Believe me, &c. 

* His Excellency ^ Wellington. 

Charles Stuart* 

To Major General Alexander CamphelL 
f ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 21st Sopt;., 1811. 

" I have received your letter of this date, enclosing one of 
the Sth instant from Lieut. Colonel , of the — th regi- 

ment, containing a narrative or statement of complaints 
against yourself. I am much concerned that Lieut. Colonel 

should have thought it necessary to bring forward 

these complaints at this period ; but as he has done so, it 
is my duty to take them into consideration, and to decide 
upon them. 

" Before I advert to the complaints made by Lieut. Colonel 

of the language which he asserts you used to him and 

the — th regiment, on the morning of the 11th May, I shall 
consider of the others contained in the statement enclosed 
in his letter. 

‘Your report of the transactions of the 11th May docs 
not appear to me to afford any ground of complaint to 
Lieut. Colonel . 

‘ First, Lieut. Colonel does not know what that 

report contains. 

‘ Secondly, it contains nothing regarding the conduct of 

Lieut. Colonel , excepting that he crossed the bridge 

of Barba de Puerco in pursuit of the enemy, contrary to 
your intentions, which is acknowledged by himself in the 
papers which he transmitted to me enclosed in a letter to 
the Adjutant General, of the 24th of May. 

‘ But this report occasioned what Lieut. Colonel 

calls a most severe censure on his conduct from me ; upon 
which I have only to observe, that the censure was directed 

to that part of Lieut. Colonel ’s conduct which is 

acknowledged by himself; a conduct, of which there had 
lately been other repeated instances in the army, from 
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wliicli the public interests Lad suffered, and I thouglit it 
proper to record every flagrant recent instance of it in the 
notice Avhich I took of it addressed to you, l)ut intended to 
be circulated to the Officers of the army at large. 

‘ It is not necessary that I should explain to Lieut. 

( Joloncd the reasons for which this paper was not cir- 

culated to the army, as 1 had intended ; but they were not 
founded on any conviction produced on my mind by Lieut. 

(.’'olonel ’s letter of the 24th, that the conduct of Lieut. 

Colonel had been misrepresented to me; because, on 

the contrary, Lieut. Colonel avowed in the papers 

which he enclosed, that he did cross the bridge of Barba de 
Puerco, and attempted to justify that measure ; but without 
producing any conviction on my mind of its propriety. 

‘ Neither do I think that your division order of the 9th 
August, adverting to the number of men of Major General 
Burners l)rigade who were not in the ranks on the march, 
and to the mode of messing in those regiments, affords any 
ground of complaint to Lieut. Colonel . 

‘ First, 1 observe that there is nothing harsh in the mode 
of expression used in this order; and that it prescribes 
notliing that can be too often repeated to the regiments 
comi)osing lliis army. 

‘ But secondly, 1 observe that it was called for, and ren- 
dered necessary; first, by your own observation, and the 
report by tlie 13rigadc Major, of the number of both regi- 
ments of the brigade who were moving with the baggage, 
instead of in the ranks of their regiments, which report I 
have in my possession ; and secondly, by what you had seen 
of the xnodc of messing of both regiments, and by the con- 
versations which you had had on that subject with Major 
General Burne. 

' I would also add, that from the proceedings of the Court 

of inquiry of the 1 1th August, held by Lieut. Colonel , 

it does appear that the soldiers of the — th regiment were 
not at all times messed in the manner pointed out by your 
order: a question was asked, “ Have the men of your com- 
panies been messed according to this rule?” to which the 
answer was Invariably, in stationary quarters, and at all 
other times that circunu'tanaes allowed it to be practicable. 
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^ I ain not aware of any circumstances in which the — th 
have ever been placed^ in which it was not practicable to 
mess the soldiers as directed in your orders, and the stand- 
ing regulation of the service ; and if that mode was departed 
from in any one instance, it was not only right, but you 
would have neglected your duty, if you had omitted to 
notice it ; and it would have been more becoming in Lieut. 

Colonel to have explained the cause of the deviation 

from your order in so important a matter, in order to avoid 
censure, than to have complained in the terms he did of a 
division order, of which the object \vas to correct this irre- 
gularity, 

' I postponed the consideration of the complaints lirst 

stated in Lieut. Colonel ’s narrative, because it appears 

to me, that till he conceived he had other grounds of com- 
plaint, he must have considered the language which ho 
states you used to him and his regiment on the morning of 
the 11th of May of very little importance, or else deserved; 
and that he has complained of it now only to aggravate tlio 
other complaints which he lias made. 

' Harsh and uiigentlcinanlilvc language by a superior 
does afford ground of complaint to an inferior Oiliccr. But 
the complaint of it ought to be made at the moment at 
which the feelings of the inferior have been injured. 

^ It would undoubtedly be better if language of this de- 
scription were never used, and if Officers placed in the situa- 
tion in which you were on the morning of the 11 th of May, 
could correct neglects and errors likely to be attended by 
consequences fatal to the public interests, in language which 
should not hurt the feelings of the person to whom it is ad- 
dressed; and with a manner divested of vehemence. 

" But, unfortunately, there are some of us who cannot 
avoid to feel warmly for the success of the operation of 
which we have the charge ; and to express ourselves with 
vehemence, and in language not perfectly correct, on tlxc 
mistakes and neglects which arc likely to impede it; and 
although I consider every Officer responsible for language 
of this description, the complaint of the person to whom it is 
addressed ought to be made immediately, in order that all 
the circumstances under which it was used may come fairly 
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before those whose duty it may be to inquire into the sub- 
ject ; and that it may be seen whether there was any and 
what provocation in error or neglect for the language used. 

" Conceiving, therefore, that Lieut. Colonel ’s feel- 

ings could not have been hurt by the language now com- 
plained of, or that he could not have allowed four months to 
ela])sc without making his complaint; and that it is now 
made only to aggravate his complaints on other subjects, 
which afford him no ground at all for complaint, I do not 
think it proper to make his complaint on this head the sub- 
ject of farther inquiry. 

' I l;eg that you will communicate this letter to Lieut. 

Colonel , and that you will inform him that I cannot 

give him leave of absence. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Majur General ' WELLINGTON. 

A. Campbell' 

To Brigade Major May, JR. 

^ My dear Sir^ ' Fuente Guinaldo, 21st Sept, 1811. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 15th, and I am very 
much obliged to you for having staid with the train when 
Major Dickson was again unfortunately taken ill. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Brigade Major May.' * Wellington. 


To Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ My dear Hill, ‘ Fuente Gumaldo,22d Sept., l si l. 

^ You will liavo seen Mozinho’s report of the 16th Sep- 
tember, 10 o’clock at night, containing an account which he 
had received from a friend at Badajoz, of the enemy’s in- 
tention to augment that garrison considerabl)^ with a view 
certainly to annoy our frontier. 

^ 1 hav(^ long been astonished that they had not done 
sonudhing of this kind, more particularly as they must know 
that Campo Mayor and Ougucla are very indifferently gar- 
risoned, and that those points are very important to us, in 
case wc should lake any position on the frontier. 

‘ I shall be very much obliged to you, therefore, if you will 
send an Ofliccr over to Campo Mayor and Ougucla, and see 
how those places arc supplied with provisions, &c., and gar- 
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risoned. Let me know whether the new outwork at Campo 
Mayor is yet palisaded, and what is the state of the works 
at Ouguela. The Commanding Officers of those places 
should likewise be on their guard against surprise. 

^ I do not recollect exactly how General Hamilton’s di- 
vision are cantoned; but it might be dc>siral)le to move 
them to Olaya, St. Vicente, &c., in order to give pro- 
tection and countenance to these places, in case any dasli 
should be made at them. 

" The French liave moved : and I think that by to-morrow 
we shall have a very large army in our front. 

‘ Believe me, 

^ Lieut, General Hill: ‘ Wkllington. 

To His Excellennj Charles Stuart. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Fuento Guiualdo, 22(1 Sept., 1811, 

^ I have received your letter of tlic 18th. I imagine that 
Marshal Beresford’s objcctioiT to salt fish, equally with salt 
meat, is principally that those articles are more expensive 
than fresh meat, and require large means of transjiort to 
move them to the troojis, and because he could leave no dis- 
cretion with the Junta do Viveres, who purchase salt lish as 
a job, and issue it constantly at any inconvenience ; and he 
prohibited the issue of it entirely. 

^ Salt fish, however, and salt meat arc very necessary for 
the garrisons. They would also bo very necessary if the 
troops should again be obliged to retire.^ to the neighbor- 
hood of Lisbon ; and I recommend that you sliould conv(n’se 
with Beresford upon the subject, and let what hci may think 
necessary for the garrisons, cScc., be. retained in stortN not to 
be issued without his orders, and tluj remainder be disposed 
of as you propose. 

' The French army has moved upon Giudad Rodrigo. 

‘ Believe mo, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ^ WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart: 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart, 

'My dear Sir, ‘ Fuento Guinaldo, 23d Sept., isu. 

' I received last night your letter of the 19th, 

' I liave not got by me at present the memorandum which 
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1 sent for tlic formation of the military chest ; but it ap- 
pears to me that the Portaria will answer tolerably well. 

‘ 1 do not understand the plan of giving up the new de- 
cima in order to obtain means of transport. Is it intended 
that the produce of the decima should be allotted to the 
payment lor means of transport? If it is, the produce of 
the dccima ouglit to go into the military chest. Or is it in- 
tended to remit the decima to the inhabitants as a bonus, 
in consideration of their supplying means of transport? 
If that is the plan, the abuses will be greater than ever, and 
tlie Portuguese Government will get neither decima nor 
means of transport. The rich, who will gain all by the re- 
mission of the decima, will, as usual, throw the burden of 
supplying the means of transport upon the poor, who will 
gain nothing ; and the odious system of embargo will in a 
manner be legalized, as the Officers of Government will 
have a kind of right to the use of the means of transport of 
every man, which they will exercise upon the poor in that 
manner. 

‘ Is it intended to remit the decima, and to pay the pre- 
sent price lor means of transport likewise ? If it is, the 
price of an article, or rather for a service, which is paid for 
l)y no otlier army excepting ours and the Portuguese, will 
b(‘, enormously increased. Wo already pay more for the 
common transport by the country carts than we should for 
the carriagti of the same weight in England ; and I believe 
iliat the transport even by mules is not only more con- 
venient, but little more' expensive. You may depend upon 
it that the price paid is full compensation for the service, 
and it is, in lact, all clear gain. 

‘ Tluj French have not yet appeared, but I think they will 
before evening. 

^ I shall have my hands very full of business for the next 
ihret^ or four days, and shall not be able to dispatch the mail 
on Wednesday, and I therefore request you to detain the 
packet till I shall write to you to dispatch it. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

' Ilh lixcellmry 'Wellington. 

Charles Stuarts 
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To Lieut General Hill. 

^ My dear Hill, ‘Fuente Guinaldo, 23d Sept., 1811, 1 a.m. 
Since I wrote to you yesterday, I have received the en- 
closed copy of a letter in cipher, from Marmont to Girard, 
which has been intercepted. Marmont is mistaken ; and I 
do not think that Girard has a force to annoy you. 

" I reckon that you have about 11,000 men : and he can- 
not have 6000, of which 1100 or 1200 are cavalry. 

" If he moves forward, I beg you will fall upon him, if you 
think you can do so with any prospect of success. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut, General Hill: ^ WELLINGTON. 


To Lieut. General Hill. 

^ My dear Hill, ‘ Quadraseis, 29th Sept., 1811. 

^ I have received your letters of the 24th, 26th, and 27th. 
^ Do not be too early in putting troops in Arronches. It 
is, in summer, the most unhealthy place in Alentejo; that 
is, before the Caya runs plentifully. 

" I promised General Castanos a month’s provisions for 
the garrison of Alburquerque ; and I beg you will give them 
to him. 

^ I could not prevent Marmont from relieving Ciudad 
Rodrigo, and we have retired to this neighborhood: but 
we had two little affairs with him, in which the troops be- 
haved remarkably well, particularly the 2d batt. 5th regi- 
ment, 77th, and 21st Portuguese regiment, and General 
Alton’s brigade of cavalry, near El Bodon, on the 25th. 

" The French have gone back. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Hill: ‘ Wellington. 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

* My dear Sir, ‘ Quadraseis, 29th Sept., 1811. 

^ I have received your letter of the 25th. 

" I recommended the measure of arming the forts, not on 
any suspicion of the enemy’s intentions founded on intelli- 
gence, but from the suggestions of my own mind, reflecting 
upon what it was probable the enemy might attempt. I am 
certain, that if Buonaparte does not remove us from the 
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Peninsula, he must lower his tone with the world : and I am 
equally certain that he mil make every effort to avoid this 
necessity. He has a fleet, and does not want for armies ; 
and he is just the man to sacrifice his fleet, and to make a 
great effort with his armies to effect this object. 1 fear the 
results of neither the one nor the other if we are prepared. 
But as we are not prepared with a fleet at Lisbon, which, in 
my opinion, we ought always to be, I thought it proper to 
desire that the sea forts might be armed, as the only mea- 
sure in my power at the time it was supposed probable that 
he was coming himself to take command of his armies. 

^ The mail was robbed by some of my vagabond soldiers. 

^ The packet may sail when you please. I shall send off 
another dispatch on Wednesday, to sail by the packet of 
Sunday. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* His Excellency ^ Wellington. 

Charles Stuart J 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart, 

‘ Sir, ‘ Quadraseis, 29tli Sept, 1811. 

" I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 20th. 

' It is very reasonable and proper that the Portuguese 
Officers should manage the Portuguese concerns, and I hope 
the Portuguese Government do me the justice to feel that I 
interfere in no concern of thehs, excepting by their desire, 
and to give them assistance. I sincerely wish that it was 
never necessary to interfere even in this manner. 

" In respect to the Post Office, I do not desire to have 
any concern with it, provided they will really manage it. I 
shall run my own parte, and pay 200 reis a league, and 
manage that by my owm Officers on the ordinary lines of 
communication; and I will pay all the expenses, and manage 
by my own Officers all the concerns on the extraordinary 
lines. 

^ I hope, however, that the Government, which are so 
tenacious about their right to manage this concern, will 
really conduct it as it ought to be conducted, and not allow 
it to be neglected as everything else is. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

< His Excellencry ^ WeluNGTON. 

Charles StuarV 
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To His Excellency Charles Stuari. 

^ Sir, ‘ Quadraseis, 29th Sept., 1811. 

^ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 21st, 
and I am much concerned to observe that my letters upon 
the subject of the posts are not yet understood by the Por- 
tuguese Government. 

" I wish them to pay for nothing but the ordinary establish- 
ment of posts, and I will pay from the military chest for all 
the extraordinary lines of communication rendered necessary 
by the course of the operations of the war. 

^ I shall state what I conceive to be the ordinary lines of 
communication, and how many mules at each stage, and 
what the extraordinary lines, by the next post. 

^Although it is not my business as Commander of tlic 
British army to observe upon the intention of charging the 
expense of the posts of the Kingdom to the Portuguese 
military chest, I beg leave to draw your attention to it. 

If I understand the reason for forming the military chest, 
it is to have at command, and distinct, the funds for defray- 
ing the expenses of the army. But not only will those funds 
not be distinct, but they will be very insufficient for their 
purpose, if the ordinary expenses of the civil establishment 
of the Government are to be defrayed from it. 

^ The Portuguese Government might as well defray the 
expenses of the salaries of the Juiz de Fora from the military 
chest as the expenses of the Post Office. 

" I shall make a representation to the Government on this 
subject, as Marshal General of the army. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

* His Excellency ^ WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart* 


To the Earl of Liverpooly Secretary of State. 

‘ My dear Lord, ‘ Quadraseis, 29th Sept., 1811. 

‘ I enclose the last weekly state, and the last morning 
report of this army. 

^ We are really almost an army of convalescents. There 
is no serious sickness among the troops, and but very few 
die, but I never saw the army capable of bearing so little ; 
nearly one half of all those recently arrived from England 
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liave gone into the hospitals. You will see that we were 
hard pressed on tlic 25th, but I never saw the troops behave 
SO well, or so steady. 

" The French produced an immense army. 

"" Believe me^, &c. 

' The Earl of Liverpool, ‘ Wellington. 

‘ P. S. I shall write to you on Wednesday respecting my 
plans in future. I propose to try something of the same 
kind as what I have done lately, that is to draw everybody 
upon myself, and relieve other parts of Spain ; but I shall 
first allow these armies to separate, and in the meantime 
the equinoctial rain will fall, and I hope that our troops will 
become more healthy. ^ W.’ 


To the Earl of Liveipool^ Secretary of State, 

‘My Loud, ‘ Quadraseis, 29th Sept, isil. 

‘ I'lie enemy commenced their movements towards Ciudad 
Rodrigo with the convoys of provisions from the Sierra de 
Bejar. and from Salamanca on the 2.Lst instant, and on the 
following day 1 collected the British army in positions, from 
whicli 1 could cither advance or retire without difficulty, and 
which would enable me to sec all that was going on, and the 
strength ol' tlie enemy’s army. 

* The Bd division, and that part of Major General Alten’s 
brigade of cavalry which was not detached, occupied the 
range of heights which are on the left of the Agueda: having 
their advanced guard, under Lieut. Colonel Williams, of the 
tiOth, on the heights of Pastores, within three miles of Ciudad 
Rodrigo ; the 4th division was at Fuente Guinaldo, where I 
had stremgthened a position with some works; the Light 
division on the right of the Agueda, having their right rest- 
ing upon mountains whicli separate Castille and EstrQ- 
mailura. T/iout. General Graham commanded the troops on 
the left of the army, which were posted on the Lower Azava; 
file (Hh division, and Major General Anson’s brigade of ca- 
valry, being at Espeja, and occupying Carpio, Marialva, &c. 

* Don Carlos dc ICspaha observed the Lower Agueda with 
Don Julian Sanchez’s cavalry and infantry. 

‘ Lieut. General Sir Stapleton Cotton, with Major General 
Slade’s, and Major General De Grey’s brigades of cavalry, 
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were on the Upper Azava^, in the centre, between the right 
and left of the army, with General Pack's brigade at Cain- 
pillo ; and the 5th division was in observation of the Pass of 
Perales, in the rear of the right, the French General Foy 
having remained and collected a body of troops in Upper 
Estremadura, consisting of part of his own division of the 
army of Portugal, and a division of the army of the centre ; 
and the 7th division was in reserve at Alamedilla. 

' The enemy first appeared in the plain near Ciudad 
Rodrigo, on the 23d ; and retired again in a sliort time ; 
but on the 24th, in the morning, they advanced again in 
considerable force, and entered the plain by the roads of 
Santi-espiritus and Tenebron ; and before evening they had 
collected there all their cavalry, to the amount of about ()000 
men, and four divisions of infantry, of which one division 
was of the Imperial Guard; and the remainder of the armies 
were encamped on the Guadapero, immediately beyond the 
hills which surround the plain of Ciudad Rodrigo. 

^ On the morning of the 25th the enemy sent a reconais- 
sance of cavalry towards the Lower Azava, consisting of 
about fourteen squadrons of the cavalry of the Imperial 
Ouard. They drove in our posts on the right of the Azava, 
but having passed that river, the Lanciers de IJerg were 
charged by two squadrons of the IGth, and one of the 14th 
light dragoons, and driven back ; they attempted to rally 
and to return, but were fired upon by the light infantry of 
the Gist regiment, which had been posted in the wood on 
their flank, by Lieut. General Graham ; and Major (General 
Anson pursued them across the Azava; and afterwards re- 
sumed his posts on the right of that river. Lieut. General 
Graham was highly pleased with the conduct of Major 
General Anson’s brigade ; and Major General Anson par- 
ticular mentions Lieut. Colonel Hervey, and Captain Bro- 
therton, of the 14th, and Captain Hay and Major Cocks, of 
the 16th. 

' But the enemy’s attention was principally directed during 
this day to the position of the 3d division, in the hills be- 
tween Fuente Guinaldo and Pastores. About 8 in the 
morning, they moved a column, consisting of between thirty 
and forty squadrons of cavalry, and fourteen battalions of 
infantry, and twelve pieces of cannon, from Ciudad Ilodrigo, 
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in such a direction, that it was doubtful whether the^^bgdd 
attempt to ascend the hills by La Encina, or by the 
road of El Bodon, towards Fuente Guinaldo ; and I was not 
certain by which road they would make their attack, till they 
actually commenced it upon tlie last. 

^ As soon as I saw the direction of their march, I had 
reinforced the 2d batt. 5th regiment, which occupied the 
post on the hill over which the road passes to Guinaldo, 
by the 77th regiment, and the 21st Portuguese regiment, 
under the command of Major General the Hon. C. Colville, 
and Major General Alton’s brigade, of which only three 
squadrons remained which had not been detached, drawn 
from El Bodon ; and I ordered there a brigade of the 
4th division from Fuente Guinaldo, and afterwards from 
El Bodon, the remainder of the troops of the 3d division, 
with the exception of those at Pastorcs, which were too 
distant. 

^ In the meantime, however, the small body of troops in 
this post sustained the attack of the enemy’s cavalry and 
artillery. One regiment of French dragoons succeeded in 
taking two pieces of cannon which had been posted on a 
rising ground on the right of our troops ; but they were 
charged by the 2d batt. 5th regiment, under the command 
of Major Bidge, and the guns were immediately retaken. 

^ While this operation was going on on the flank, an 
attack was made on the front by another regiment, which 
was repulsed in a similar manner by the 77th regiment; 
and the three squadrons of Major General Alton’s brigade 
charged repeatedly different bodies of the enemy which 
ascended the hill on the left of the two regiments of British 
infantry, the Portuguese regiment being posted in the rear 
of their right. 

^ At length, the division of the enemy’s infantry which 
had marched with the cavalry from Ciudad Rodrigo, were 
brought up to the attack on the road of Fuente Guinaldo, 
and seeing that they would arrive and he engaged before 
the troops could arrive either from Guinaldo or El Bodon, 
I determined to withdraw our post, and to retire with the 
whole on “Fuente Guinaldo. The 2d batt. 5th regiment, 
and the 77th regiment, were formed into one square, and 
the 21st Portuguese regiment into another, supported by 

VOL. VIII. X 
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Major General Alien s small body of cavalry and the Por- 
tuguese artillery. 

^ The enemy’s cavalry immediately rushed forward, and 
obliged our cavalry to rethe to the support of the Portu- 
guese regiment; and the 5th and 77th regiments wcie 
charged on three faces of the square by the French cavalry, 
but they halted and repulsed the attack with the utmost 
steadiness and gallantry. We then continued the retreat, 
and joined the remainder of the 3d division, also formed in 
squares, on their march to Fuente Guinaldo, and the whole 
retired together in the utmost order, and the enemy never 
made another attempt to charge any of them ; but wci'C 
satisfied with firing upon them with their artillery, and with 
following them. 

^ Lieut. Colonel Williams with his light infantry, and 
Lieut. Colonel the Hon. E. Trench with the 74th regiment, 
retired from Pastores across the Agueda ; and thence 
marched by Kobleda, where they took some prisoners, and 
recrossed the Agueda, and joined at Guinaldo in the evening. 

' I placed the 3d and 4th divisions, and General Pack’s 
brigade of infantry, and Major General Alton’s, Major 
General De Grey’s, and Major General Slade’s brigades of 
cavalry in the position at Fuente Guinaldo on the evening 
of the 25th, and ordered Major General K. Craufurd to 
retire with the Light division across the Agueda, the 7th 
division to form at Albergueria, and Lieut# General Graham 
to collect the troops under his command at Nave d’Aver, 
keeping only posts of observation on the Azava ; and the 
troops were thus formed in an cchcllon, of which the centre 
was in the position at Guinaldo; and the right upon the 
pass of Perales ; and the left at Nave d’Aver; Don Carlos 
de Espana was placed on the left of the Coa ; and Don 
Julian Sanchez was detached with the cavalry to the 
enemy’s rear. 

^ The enemy brought up a second division of infantry 
from Ciudad Rodrigo in the afternoon of the 25th ; and in 
the course of that night, and of the 26th, they collected their 
whole army in front of our position at Guinaldo ; and not 
deeming it expedient to stand their attack in that position, 
I retired about three leagues, and on the 27th formed the 
army as follows : viz., the 5th division on the right; at Aldea 
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Velha; the 4th, and light dragoons, and Major General 
Alten’s cavalry, at the Convent of Sacaparte, in front of 
Alfayates ; the 3d and 7th divisions in second line, behind 
Alfayates ; and Lieut. General Graham’s corps on the left at 
Bismula, having their advanced guard beyond the Villar 
Mayor river; and Lieut. General Sir Stapleton Cotton’s 
cavalry near Alfayates, on the left of the 4th division, and 
having General Pack’s and General McMahon’s brigades at 
Rebolosa, on their left. The piquets of the cavalry were in 
front of Aldea da Ponte, beyond the Villar Mayor river ; 
and those of General Alton’s brigade beyond the same river, 
towards Forcalhos. 

^ It had been the enemy’s intention to turn the left of the 
position of Guinaldo by moving a column into the valley of 
the Upper Azava, and thence ascending' the heights in the 
rear of the position by Castillejos ; and from this column 
they detached a division of infantry and fourteen squadrons 
of cavalry to follow our retreat by Albergueria, and another 
body of the same strength followed us by Forcalhos. The 
former attacked the piquets of the cavalry at Aldea da 
Ponte, and drove them in ; and they pushed on nearly as 
far as Alfayates. I then made General Pakenham attack 
them with his brigade of the 4th division, supported by 
Lieut, General the Hon. L. Cole, and the 4th division, and 
by Sir Stapleton Cotton’s cavalry ; and the enemy were 
driven through Aldea da Ponte, back upon Albergueria, 
and the piquets of the cavalry resumed their station. 

^ But the enemy having been reinforced by the troops 
which marched from Forcalhos, again advanced about sunset 
and drove in the piquets of the cavalry from Aldea da Ponte, 
and took possession of the village. 

‘ Lieut. General Cole again attacked them with a part of 
General Pakenham’s brigade, and drove them through the 
village ; but night having come on, and as General Paken- 
ham was not certain what was passing on his flanks, or of 
the numbers of the enemy, and he knew that the army were 
to fall back still further, he evacuated the village, which the 
enemy occupied, and held during the night. 

" On the 28th, I formed the army on the heights behind 
Soito ; having the Serra de Meras on their right, and the 
left at Rendo, on the Coa ; about a league in rear of the 

x2 . 
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position wliicli tliey liad occnpied on tlie 27tli. Tlie enemy 
also retired from Aldea da Ponte, and had their advanced 
posts at Alhergueria ; and as it appears that they are about 
to retire from this part of the countr}^ and as wc have 
already had some bad weather, and may expect more at the 
period of the equinoctial gales, I propose to canton the 
troops in the nearest villages to the position which they 
occupied yesterday. 

^ I cannot conclude this report of the occurrences of the 
last week, without expressing to your Lordship my admira- 
tion of the conduct of the troops engaged in the affairs of 
the 25th instant. The conduct of the 2d batt. 5th regiment, 
commanded by Major Eidge, in particular, affords a memor- 
able example' of what the steadiness and discipline of the 
troops, and their confidence in their Ojfficers, can effect in the 
most difficult and tr 3 dng situations. The conduct of the 77th 
regiment, under the command of Lieut. Colonel Bromhead, 
was equally good, and I have never seen a more determined 
attack than was made by the whole of the enemy’s cavalry, 
vnih every advantage of the assistance of a superior artillery, 
and repulsed by these two weak battalions. I must not 
omit also to report the good conduct on the same occasion, 
of the 21st Portuguese regiment, under the command of 
Colonel Bacellar, and of Major Arentschildt’s artillery. The 
Portuguese infantry were not actually charged, but were 
repeatedly threatened, and they showed the utmost steadi- 
ness and discipline, both in the mode in which they prepared 
to receive the enemy, and in all the movements of a retreat 
made over six miles of plain in front of a superior cavalry 
and artillery. 

' The Portuguese artillerymen attached to the guns, which 
were for a moment in the enemy’s possession, were cut down 
at their guns. 

^The infantry upon this occasion were under the com- 
mand of Major General the Hon. C. Colville; Lieut. General 
Picton having remained with the troops at El Bodon; and 
the conduct of Major General Colville was beyond all praise. 

Your Lordship will have observed by the details of the 
action which I have given you, how much reason I had to he 
satisfied with the conduct of the 1st hussars and lith light 
dragoons of Major General Alten’s brigade. There were 
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not more than three squadrons of the two regiments on the 
ground, this brigade having for some time furnished the 
cavalry for the outposts of the army, and they charged the 
enemy’s cavalry repeatedly; and notwithstanding the su- 
periority of the latter, the post would have been maintained 
if I had not preferred to abandon it to risking the loss of 
these brave men by continuing the unequal contest under 
additional disadvantages, in consequence of the immediate 
entry of fourteen battalions of infantry into the action, 
before the support which I had ordered up could arrive. 
Major General Alton, and Lieut. Colonels Gumming and 
Arentschildt, and the Officers of these regiments, parti- 
cularly distinguished themselves upon this occasion. 

^ I have also to mention that the Adjutant General, Major 
General the Hon. C. Stewart, being upon the field, gave his 
assistance as an Officer of cavalry with his usual gallantry. 

^ In the affair of the 27th, at Aldea da Ponte, Brig. Ge* 
neral Pakenham and the troops of the 4th division, under 
the orders of Lieut. General the Hon. G. L. Cole, likewise 
conducted themselves remarkably well. 

‘ Plis Serene Highness, the Hereditary Prince of Orange, 
accompanied me during the operations which I have de- 
tailed to your Lordship, and was for the first time in fire ; 
and he conducted himself with a spirit and intelligence 
which afford a hope that he Avill become an ornament to his 
profession. 

^ The enemy having collected for the object of relieving 
Ciudad Rodrigo the army of the north, which were with- 
drawn from the attack they had commenced on General 
Abadia in Galicia, in which are included twenty two batta- 
lions of the Imperial Guards, and General Souham’s divi- 
sion of infantry, composed of troops recently arrived in 
Spain from the army of Naples, and now drawn from the 
frontier of Navarre, where they had been employed in 
operations against Mina, together with five divisions and 
all the cavalry of the army called off Portugal, composing 
altogether an army of not less than 60,000 men, of which 
6000 cavalry and 125 pieces of artillery, I could not pretend 
to maintain the blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo, nor could any 
effort which I could make prevent or materially impede the 
collection of the supplies or the march of the convoy for the 
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relief of that place. I did ail that I could expect to effect 
without incurring tlie risk of great loss for no object ; and 
as the reports as usual were so various in regard to the 
enemy’s real strength, it was necessary that I should see 
their army in order that the people of this country might be 
convinced that to raise the blockade was a measure of 
necessity, and that the momentary relief of Galicia, and of 
Mina, were the only objects which it was in my power im- 
mediately to effect. 

" I have had no reports from the north since I addressed 
your Lordship last, nor from the south of Spain. 

" General Girard had collected at Merida a small body of 
troops, I believe with the intention of making an incursion 
into Portugal, under the notion that 1 had withdrawn Lieut. 
General Hill’s corps from the Alentejo for the purpose of 
maintaining the blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo. But I 
imagine that he will break up this collection again, as soon 
as he shall hear that General Hill is at Portalegre. 

" I have the honor to be, &:c. 

‘ The Earl of Livei'pooL ^ Wellington. 

^ P. S. I enclose a return of the killed and wounded on the 
25th and 27th instant. " W.’ 

Return of the Killed, Wounded, and Missmg, of the Army under the 
Command of General Viscount Wellington, KB., in an affair loith 
the Enemy on the Heights of El Bodon, on the 26th, and near 
Aldea da Ponte, on the 21 th September, 1811 , 



Officers. 

Non-commis- 
sioned Officers 
and Drummers. 

Rank and File. 

Horses, 

Total loss of Officers, 
Non-commissioned 
Officers, and Rank 
and File. 

Killed .... 


B 

40 

40 

42 

Wounded . , 



156 

63 

185 

Missing . . 

B 

B 

33 

9 

34 
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To Major Dickson, Royal Artillery. 

^ My dear SiR;, ‘Riclioso, 1st Octoloei-J ISIU 

I received your letter of the 20th, and I am happy to 
find that you are so well. 

" The Portuguese commissariat must feed the militia 
wherever they can. If they cannot feed them our Com- 
missaries will, but the Portuguese Government shall pay 
the expense. 

Believe me, &c. 

‘ Major Dickson, i?. A: ' WELLINGTON. 

To Lieut, Colonel Sir Howard Douglas, Bart, 

‘ Sir, ‘Riclioso, 1st October, 1811. 

" I have received your letter. No. 4, of the 19th Sep- 
tember. I request you to send me either the originals, or 
accurate copies, of all the letters and papers which may be 
intercepted from the enemy. 

^ I concur with you in the expediency of supplying the 
chiefs of guerrilla corps with mountain artillery. I supplied 
Don Julian Sanchez with the only guns of this description 
that I had, which he unfortunately lost. But they were very 
useful to him. 

' I concur entirely in your opinion regarding the inex- 
pediency of raising corps of deserters from the French 
army. They will be worse than useless to General Abadia. 
They will desert and convey intelligence to the enemy, pro- 
bably at critical moments, when the enemy could not other- 
wise obtain any ; and they will augment the evils resulting 
from the disorganized state of the military force. 

" I beg you will inform General Abadia that I had it not 
in my power to prevent the enemy from throwing a supply 
of provisions into Ciudad Rodrigo. I delayed them, how- 
ever, as long as I could ; and they were induced to cross the 
Agueda with their whole army, in hopes that I should wait 
to be attacked in a bad position at Fuente Guinaldo. They 
withdrew from this part of the country only yesterday ; the 
army of the north taking the road to Salamanca, and that 
of Portugal the road of Banos and Plascncia. It is said 
that the former are going to Valladolid, which I should 
think not unlikely, with a view to collect supplies. 
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^ We had two partial actions with them, one on the 25th, 
and one on the 27th September ; on both which occasions 
our troops behaved remarkably well, and manifestly showed 
their superiority. 

‘ Although the army of the north may now go to Valla- 
dolid, it is certain that their intention is to endeavor to 
obtain possession of Galicia. As soon as I shall learn that 
these two armies are separated dccidedl}'', I shall commence 
some operation which will, if possible, bring them upon me 
again; and I shall in this manner do everything in my 
power to create a diversion in favor of General Abadia, and 
give him time to form his army. 

^ I have enclosed your observations on Valencia to Marshal 
Sir William Beresford. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

Lieut. Colonel * WklLINGTON. 

Sir H. Douglas i Bart' 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘Riclioso, 1st October, ISII. 

^ I have received your letter of the 2Sth September, and 
I shall consider of Dom Miguel Forjaz’ plan for transport. 
Prom the first appearance of it, however, I am decidedly 
against it. 

^ I forward a note and its enclosure wliich I liave received 
from Colonel Grant, who is prisoner at Plasencia, regard- 
ing the Marquez do Ponte do Lima and the Marquez de 
Valenga. Let me know what the Government wish that I 
should do respecting these noblemen, 

' Gordon says that Pamplona’s aide dc camp told him that 
he wished to come in, and he thought he said General Pam- 
plona likewise. Gordon says that he answered him that he 
knew nothing about the mode in which he would be re- 
ceived; and that all the information he could give him 
was, that Mascarenhas had been hanged, and the Condc dc 
Sabugal acquitted. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

*His Excellency < WELLINGTON. 

Cha7'les Stuart. 

" P. S. The French retired yesterday from Ciudad Hod- 
rigo. . YV; 
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To the Earl ofLiverpooly Secretary of State, 

< My Lord, ^ Richoso, 1st Octol)er, 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s dis- 
patch (No. 49), regarding a plan proposed by Brig. General 
Carroll for raising 7500 men in the Spanish service, to be 
called the Irish brigade. 

I beg to refer your Lordship to my dispatch of the 15th 
December, 1810, regarding the means which the regiments 
of this army possess of aifording Officers to assist Brig- 
General Carroll. Since that dispatch was written, the 
Officers of the British army have been so sickly, that there 
are with the regiments not sufficient numbers to do the 
duty, particularly of those regiments recently arrived in this 
country. 

‘ I have in store at Lisbon some arms, but no accoutre- 
ments or clothing, or necessaries. Excepting in arms, there- 
fore; it is impossible for me to give to Brig. General Carroll 
the assistance which ho requires. 

^ In referring to my dispatch of the 15th December, I beg 
your Lordship to advert to the opinions it contains regard- 
ing the policy of giving assistance of the description re- 
quired by General Carroll to raise corps in Spain. 

^ Colonel Downie, and particularly General Carroll, arc 
more fit to command corps than many, or perhaps than any, 
of the Officers to be found in the Spanish service ; and I 
conceive that the British Government cannot apply their 
resources allotted for the support of the cause in Spain 
better than by supplying arms, clotliing, accoutrements, and 
necessaries for the troops to be raised and commanded by 
those Officers. I have no doubt that they will make as good 
use of this assistance as it is possible to make, and that the 
result will be as beneficial to the cause as it has been under 
any other mode of distributing this description of assistance. 

" But I beg to observe to your Lordship, that when a num- 
ber of soldiers have been raised, armed, and accoutred, and 
even disciplined, but half the business to be done, in order 
to derive any effectual service from them, is effected. 

‘ Means must be found of paying and supporting them, at 
least of supporting them while engaged in operations against 
the enemy in the field ; and, till these means are found, the 
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other expense incurred cannot produce much of the benefit 
expected from it. 

^ The employment of British Officers would make no 
difference in this respect. The corps of troops to which 
they should be attached would be better disciplined possi- 
bly ; but it would be equally useless as a military body in 
large operations ; and indeed it is doubtful whether these 
Officers could attempt to discipline, or even to command 
soldiers neither paid nor fed, even if they were willing to 
serve without pay themselves. 

In whatever way British Officers arc employed with the 
Spanish troops, the measure will be viewed with jealousy, 
and will occasion some disgust among the national Officers. 
If it should not be completely successful, as it appears to 
me impossible that it should be, unless means of paying and 
feeding the troops are provided, it is certain that the want 
of success will not be concealed, and that it will be attributed 
to the want of skill in the British Officers, or to any rather 
than the real cause. 

‘ Under these circumstances I recommend it to your 
Lordship not to allow British Officers to serve with llio 
Spanish troops, till adequate means of paying and providing 
for those troops, at least when engaged in operations with 
the enemy, shall be found. 

^ But there is another view of this subject to which I wish 
to draw your Lordship’s attention. When the British 
Officers would enter the Spanish service, they w’ould liavc 
prejudices and opposition of all descriptions to contend with, 
as well on the part of the soldiers as of the Officers of the 
national service. They could perform their duty only by 
receiving the steady support of their own commander, whoso 
character must be of that description to command the 
respect of the Spanish authorities. If their commander 
should omit, or should not be able to support them in their 
exertions and their authority, they must fail. 

^ I must also observe that British Officers require to be 
kept in ordei', as well as the soldiers under their command, 
particularly in a foreign service. The experience wliicli I 
have had of their conduct in the Portuguese service, has 
shown me that there must be an authority, and that a strong 
one, to keep them within due bounds, otherwise they would 
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only disgust the soldiers over whom they should bo placed, 
the Officers whom they should be destined to assist, and the 
country in whose service they should l)e employed. 

< Neither Brig, General Carroll nor Goloncd Downic are 
persons of that character in the military profession to be 
able to protect and support the British Officers in the ])er- 
formaiicc of their duty in the Spanish service, or to pri'servo 
due subordination among them, in relation to tlu* Spanish 
Officers and autlioritics. 

‘ I thcroforc earnestly recommend to your Lortlship not 
to allow any Officers of the British army to serve with 
General Carroirs corps, under existing cireumstanccB. 

* I liavc the honor to be. &:c. 

‘ The Earl of LiDerpooL" * ^Vi .niUNOToN, 

To thr E(trl if Liverpool ^ Srmiirvp 
‘ Mv DICAK Lord, * Itirluw, 1st Ortolnr^ IHll, 

‘ Adverting to your Tiordship's dispatch of the 3d Hep*, 
tember, regarding the grant of medals to the Officers of the! 
army, it occurs to me that an improvement might still bu 
made in tlie system: for instance, many Officers in tho 
course of service become entitled to two, <*r three, or more 
medals. In my opinion they shouhi receive but one ; but 
for every achlitiouul action deeuusl worthy oi the iiu’<!ul, in 
which any Officer liaviag a medal shoufil be present, ho 
should be warranted to Imvc tlu' name of that action en- 
graved on his medal, and that in that ease the fresh itUHhd 
for that action sliould be given to the Officer next in cinn- 
maud ill the regiment, who was present, and dislinguUhed 
in the action, 

‘ Believe mc% &c. 

* Thr Earl of LirrrjamV * W lAxlSti ios. 


7h ihti Earl tf hi vrrjim!^ Srerrtary tf State, 

* Mv Loan, * Frtuunla, ea (Kmfier, lUU 

* I enclose the last morning state. 

* Your J^)rdship will la* eomu rntal to observe tho number 
of sick it contains ; but I am happy to say that there it no 
serious disorder, and that that which prevails is principally 
a return of tho Walchoren fever, or a disorder of tho mxm 
description produced among tho newly-arrived troops by 
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previous derangement of their bowels^ in consequence of 
their eating unripe fruit, and drinking to excess, on their 
arrival in this country. 

' I yesterday saw the 4th dragoon guards. Of 470 men, 
they could produce only 230 mounted; and these looked 
more like men come out of the hospitals than troops just 
arrived from England. 

‘ These men liave to take care of the horses of the whole 
regiment, and allowing that one man can take care of three 
horses, they could not produce in the field for any service at 
this moment above 110 men. 

" All the newly arrived regiments of cavalry are in nearly 
the same state. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

« The Earl of Liverpool: ' W ELLINGTON. 

To the Earl of Liverpool y Secretary of State. 

< My Lord, ‘ Ereneda, 2d October, 1811. 

^ Since I addressed you on the 29th September, I have 
learned that the enemy retired from Ciudad Rodrigo on the 
30th, the army of the north towards Salamanca, and it is 
said Valladolid, and the army of Portugal towards Bafios 
and Plasencia. 

^ Girard’s division of the 5th corps, which I informed 
yonr Lordship had been collected at Merida, has retired 
from thence, and has again been cantoned in the neighbor- 
hood of Zafra. 

^ I likewise learn that General Eoy, who had advanced as 
far as Zarza la Mayor, in the valley of the Aiagon, with his 
own division, and one of the army of the centre, has retired 
towards Plasencia. 

^ The allied army are cantoned on both sides of the Coa, 
having their advanced posts on towards Ciudad Rodrigo. 

" I enclose the copy of a letter of the 19th September, 
which I have received from General Abadia, which will 
show your Lordship the state of affairs in that province. 

^ The last accounts which I have received from Cadiz are 
of the 14th, from which it appears that Marshal Soult was 
on his return to the westward. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Earl of Liverpool: ^Wellington. 
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" ?j To the Adjutant General of the Forces, 

< SxR^ ‘ Freneda, 3d October, 1811. 

" Having learned from the enclosed letter from Major 

General Alexander Campbell, that Lieut. Colonel , of 

the — th regiment, intends to lay before the Commander in 
Chief the circumstances of a complaint of his Commanding 
Officer, Major General Alexander Campbell, which he has 
lately brought under my consideration; and thinking it 
probable, from the length of time which has elapsed since 
he announced his intention of making this complaint, that 
he has either forwarded it, or proposes to forward it direct 
to His Royal Highness, and that it might be convenient to 
His Royal Highness to be made acquainted with all that 
has passed here relative to this complaint, I trouble yon 
upon this subject. 

" When the garrison of Almeida escaped on the morning 
of the 11th of May last, I received a report from Major 
General Campbell, of which I enclose the extract regarding 

the conduct of Lieut. Colonel , stating the losses which 

had been incurred, in consequence of the imprudence of 

Lieut. Colonel in passing the bridge of Barba dc 

Puerco. Upon receiving this report, I wrote a letter to 
Major General Campbell, in which I pointed out the evil 

consequences which had resulted from Lieut. Colonel "s 

conduct, and adverted to instances which had recently 
occurred of similar conduct, which had been attended with 
similar unfortunate results. 

^ I had intended to circulate copies of this letter to all tho 
divisions of the army; but on the night of the day on which 
I wrote it, I received the intelligence of Soult’s movement 
into Estremadura; and I commenced my journey, in the 
morning, to tliat province, which was continued at such a 
rate, as that my papers could not keep pace with me- 
When they arrived in Estremadura, I was employed in 
other concerns ; in re-organizing the divisions which had 
fought the battle of Albuera, in preparing for the siege of 
Badajoz, &c., &c. ; and the circumstances adverted to in the 
letter to Major General Campbell of tho 15th May, had no 
longer that degree of attention from the Officers of the army, 
to render its circulation so beneficial as it might have been*" 



318 


PORTUGAL. 


1811. 


^ About a fortnight or three weeks after this letter was 
wiitten, I received the enclosed, of the 24th May, from 

Lieut. Colonel , which only tended to prove that his 

conduct at Barba de Puerco had been as represented by 
Major General Campbell, and I therefore returned him no 
answer. 

" I conceive that my letter of the loth May contains no 

censure upon the conduct of Lieut. Colonel which was 

not justified and even rendered necessary by the circum- 
stances which had occurred. 

^ It appears to be quite a novel notion in the military 
profession, that an Officer is to commit an imprudence, by 
which some loss is incurred, and more is risked; and that 1, 
who am responsible for the faults and neglects and im- 
prudences of all, shall not be allowed even to notice such 
misconduct. 

" I heard no more of this complaint of Lieut. Colonel 

’s, till the month of August, when Major General 

Campbell issued a division order, of which I enclose a 
copy, on the 9th of August, in which he noticed the mode in 
which the regiments in Major General Burners brigade 
made their marches, and that in which they messed. 

" This order drew from Lieut. Colonel letters to 

his Commanding Officci*, Major General Campbell, for 
wi'iting which he was placed in arrest, and brought to trial, 
and convicted of writing improper letters to his Command- 
ing Officer. The proceedings on the trial of Lieut. Colonel 

are at the office of the Judge Advocate General ; and 

I enclose a copy of the General Order of the 1st of Septem- 
ber, which contains the reprimand which he received. 

^ Before I ordered that Lieut. Colonel he 

brought to trial, I made an effort to bring him to a sense of 
the impropriety of his conduct in a private letter which I 
addressed to him on the 18th of August, of which I enclose 
a copy. His Eoyal Highness will sec in the proceedings of 
the General Court Martial the use which Lieut. Colonel 
makes of this letter. 

"After the trial was over, I had the correspondence of 
which I enclose copies, with Major General Campbell, on 
Lieut. Colonel — — ’s wish to go to England, as he said, 
to complain to His Royal Highness of Major General 
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Campbell, and to take legal advice in respect to his con- 
duct; and 1 laving at length, on the 20th of Se]>ioinbor, re- 
ceived his complaints of Major (h‘iK*ral Camphell in tlic 
prescribed channel, and Major General Campladfs reply to 
his complaints, of -which 1 enclose a copy, I wrote to Major 
General Campbell tlxc letter upon them, of which I enclose 
a copy, on the 2 1st of Septeml)er. 

" I have only to add to this letter the rejiort which Major 
General Campbell gave me, which he liad received from the 
Brigade Major of General Burne's brigade, of tlie number 
of men found straggling from their comjianies on tlie march 
on the 9th of August; on which report liis order of the 9th 
of August was Ibuuded. When it is considered that the 
— Ill regiment had not *100 men undt^r arms, it did not ap- 
pear to me to be nnreasunable in Major (iJenm’ul Campbell 
to reepure that iliey sliouhl not haw as many as sixty, be- 
sides Major (General JUinie's orderlies and guard, marching 
with the l>aggage. 

* I luivc the honor to be, &c. 

* T/w Ailjntant Gonenil ‘ 

of iha Forces" 

To the IV Htm, JFftrtj JVrVn'Inj. 

* My ukau IIkni^y, ‘ October, isn, 

^ I enclos(‘ co])ies <)i‘ my last dis]>a{('lu*s ; anil huVi» no 
news to give you in addition to that they contain. 

^ The o<juinoctiul vainn have begun here. 'Ihey are pro- 
bably general; and if so, Abailia is, I hope, safe fur thi« 
winter. But I sluiU try something for him m soon its the 
weather sliall settle. 

* ICver yours most atlectioimtely. 

* Tiut IV^ht Uon, U. IVrllvslvtj: ‘ WtttiNiiTriN. 

To liis blrrrUi'finj Chttrlrs Sfiuirt, 

‘ Biu, * :hi Oi-tMiji r, istj. 

I have hail the honor o{ rt‘celving y*‘nr letter of the 2^th 
September, m which \ou (‘nch»si‘il one trom |h»iu .Miguel 
l^ovjaj^i and a copy oi a proptised Port aria, r<*guriling means 
of transport. 

‘ It is nut in my power, us (Nmununder of the Britiih 
army, to make an advance of ir>9,(HK)/. upon a speculution 
wliiclx has in view to prociiro means of transport for the 
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army, even tliough I sliould be convinced that it would be 
successfuL 

" I am convinced, however, not only that the proposed 
scheme will not produce any good effect, but that it will 
aggravate all the existing evils. 

" It is not necessary that I should trouble you with my 
reasons for entertaining this opinion, as what I have stated 
above is a sufficient answer to the proposition made to me 
as Commander in Chief of the British army ; but if the 
Portuguese Government should think proper to call for my 
opinion on this proposed Portaria, they shall have it. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

^ Bis Excellency ‘ Welltnc5iton. 

Charles Stuart.' 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart* 

f Sir, ‘ Freneda, 3d October, 1811. 

' I enclose a letter of the 28th September, from Mr. Bar- 
nard, containing a complaint of the conduct of the Capitao 
Mor of Abrantes, in seizing certain persons while employed 
by him in transporting corn for the cavalry. 

" When the exception to the laws of the conscription was 
under discussion, I stated to Sir William Beresford the pro- 
bable result of leaving persons in the employment of the 
British army at the discretion of the magistrates of the 
country. 

^ It was quite certain that, as soon as these magistrates 
should find any persons liable to the laws of the conscrip- 
tion actually in the employment of the British army, they 
would immediately seize them, to show their activity, and in 
hopes that by our subsequent interference these people 
might be released. 

The recent occurrence at Abrantes is a practical ex- 
ample of this conduct. The Capitao Mor had it in his 
power to seize those persons, as recruits for the army, before 
they quitted Abrantes in the service of the British army, 
but that would not suit his purpose. The men must have 
served, and his activity would not have attracted notice. 
But by delaying the measure he puts the British army, and 
of course the service of the country, to the greatest incon- 
venience. 

^ It is absolutely necessary that while persons are in the 
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actual service of the British army;, they should not be seized 
in this manner. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* His 'Excellency ' Wellington. 

Charles Stuart,^ 

To Lieut, General HllL 

‘ My dear Hill, ‘ Freneda, 4tla October, 1811. 

^ I write to let you know that I have received accounts 
through my brother at Cadiz, stating that Soult returned to 
Seville about the 18th of last month, bringing with him 
some of the troops which he had taken to the eastward, if 
not all of them : he was making requisitions for carriages, 
and it w'as generally supposed was about returning into 
Estremadura. 

^ Inform General Castahos of these circumstances, and if 
you should have reason to think them confirmed, let me 
know it, and send orders to the brigade of the 2d division, 
and the regiment of General Hamilton’s division (which are 
gone to Gastello Branco), and the 2d hussars, to cross the 
Tagus, and join you. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut General Hill ‘ Wellington. 

^ P. S. Could not you get some man to go to Zafra, and 
discover for you whether the enemy have there any, and 
what quantity, of heavy artillery ? ^ W.’ 

To Vice Admiral the Hon, George Berkeley* 

‘Sir, ‘ Freneda, 4tli October, 1811. 

‘ I enclose the proceedings and sentence of a General 
Court Martial, which I have confirmed, on the trial of Pri- 
vates and , of the Koyal Marines, doing duty on 

shore at Fort St. Julian. 

‘ I beg you to peruse these proceedings ; and as it ap- 
pears that the property which was taken from the woman 
was restored, and as it was the first and only complaint which 
has been made of these troops, I propose, if you see no ob- 
jection, to pardon these two soldiers. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &:c. 

* Vice Admiral < ^Wellington. 

the Hon, G, Ber'keley,' 

VOL. VIII. 


V 
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To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

< SlR^ * Freneda, 4th October, 1811. 

' I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 30th 
September, in which you have enclosed one of the 28ih from 
Dorn Miguel Forjaz, in regard to the attendance of witnesses 
upon British Courts Martial. 

^ I beg that you will inform Dom Miguel Forjaz, that when 
a British soldier is accused of an offence against the laws of 
Portugal, I have no means of punishing him, excepting by 
giving him over to the Portuguese tribunals for trial, or by 
bringing him to trial before a Court Martial. 

^ If the Portuguese Government desire it, offenders of this 
description shall be given over to the Portuguese tribunals ; 
but from what I have seen of the proceedings of these tri- 
bunals, I am afraid that they will not be punished, excepting 
by confinement in a miserable prison, without trial, and that 
you will be obliged to interfere in their favor, as TIis Ma- 
jesty's subjects, in order to soften the rigor, alleviate tlie 
miseries, or abridge the duration of their confinement. 

If offenders of this description arc to be tried by Court 
Martial, the Court must by law have the best evidence of 
the case which circumstances will admit. The law of J^ng- 
land prefers viva voce testimony to all other ; and if that can 
be got, and is not produced, the Court will acquit the pri- 
soner. On this account I am always obliged to require the 
attendance of witnesses on the Courts Martial. 

" It would be impossible to assemble a Court Martial at 
Leyria, for instance, or in every place in which a British sol- 
dier should be accused of an offence. All that can be done 
is to assemble a General Court Martial at head quarters, 
and to summon the witnesses of a fact which is the subject 
of complaint, to attend and give their testimony viva voce ; 
and if they will not or cannot attend, I am sorry to say that 
it is not in my power to punish. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ^ Wellington. 

Charles Stuart' 
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To IaouI. Goieral *SVV Stajilrfou (^otioii, Hur^. 

* IVIy DMA R (^O'ri'ON, * isi i. 

‘ Let me know what orders you have pven respect iuj;' the 
disposal of* the remount liorscs recently arrivtHl at l/ishon. 

‘ I wish to have tlic '2<l hussars mounted as soon as pos-^ 
sihle, and that the 3d s(piadron of tlui Uth light dragoons 
should join their corjjs. 

* Believe tne* 8cc. 

*' Limt. Gmmil ‘ W KUriNcvroN- 

Sir B. CottoTif Bart, 

‘ P. S. (iJeneral !Le: Marchant having arriv(‘d at the army, 
the dth dragoon guards had better be left under his (‘om* 
mand. ‘ W/ 


7 m Ills Kvcriinirij Charlrs Biiiart. 

^ Sir, * KuMictla. Mh OrtclxT, tHlI. 

‘ I have the honor to enclose* a list of the stages at which 
mules ought to lu^ kept, for tin* ]mrpost*H of tlu^ onlituiry 
communication between the frontier atul Lisbcjn. an<l a 
stahnnont of the number of nudes to be ki*pt at each stage. 

‘ Tlu* same number of nudes have? luam at all times kt»pt 
at the same slagc‘s, by the Portugu(\s(* post olHee. 

‘ I likenvise enclose a list of Klagt^s, and a statiumnd of tlu* 
numl)or of mules to h<* kept at each stage, which ar<* neces- 
sary for the communications of tin* army, and wlu*rc mules 
have not boon usually kept; uud as they will be plactul 
tlmre for the convenience of the army, I projmse to pay 
their expense from the military chest. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, See, 

* Ill's Jirrr/lniri/ * Wd’.nnhNOTON. 

Charlrs Btimrti 


'To Major (Ivncral Ait\t amlrr ( %iinphrlL 

* My DKAH (JAMCliMLn, ‘ FrcmMla, i.th Octtihcr, JhU, 

* I am very sorry to hear that you uri* unw<db particularly 
as I had put you on a Court Martial to try Major OfHey for 
an act of insanity. If you are not well enough to ait on ilio 
Court Martial, let me know it, and I will order Huko for 
the duty. 

Y 2 
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' I have been very well during the late hustle. Pray let 
me hear how you are^ and 

' Believe me, &c* 

^ Major Ge7ieral ' WELLINGTON. 

A, CaiwphelL 

^ P. S. I have written to the Adjutant General a detail of 

; 's concerns, which I should wish you to see 

before it goes. Ill send it to you, if you can’t come here 
before Wednesday. ^ W.’ 

To Genei'al Bacellar. 

^ Sir, * Frcncda, Gth October, tSl 1. 

"It is absolutely necessary that there should be a sufficient 
number of workmen and artificers at Almeida to com])lele 
the works at that place, and that there should be a guard of 
militia with the heavy train. You will make such ‘disposi- 
tions as you may think proper for these purposes, but it is 
really time that a work, which was ordered above two mouth.s 
ago, should at length be seriously commenced upon. 

‘ The enemy have retired from this neighborhood, and it 
is necessary that the Condo d’Amarautc should observe Iheir 
movements to the northward. If lie should find that tlu^y 
arc about to attack General Abadia in Galicia, he will jiut 
his corps of observation at Braganza, or at Chaves, and he 
will endeavor, without idsking his infantry beyond the 
fiontier, to divert their attention from General Abadia by 
light movements of his cavalry, and by threatening their 
communications. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

* General Bacellar: < Wellington. 

To His Excellejicy Charles Biiiart. 

" My dear Sir, * Freneda, Gth October, 1811. 

" I have received your letter. I have not leisure to read 
Senlior ’s works, nor have I inclination to contend 

with him, whether he or my Officers have the merit of the 

plans by which Lisbon and the country were saved from the 
enemy. 

I think that I have reason to complain of Senhor 
- ’s plans and memoirs as having misled me, and occa- 
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sioned inconveniences and expenses whicli ^YOl^ld not have 
been incurred;, if I had not had tlieiA in mj hands. I am 

not desirious of making any complaint of Senhor , 

and I give him credit for being a good draftsman, and for 
having taken some pains to acquire information in the 
country, which was the object of our researches ; but it 
would be just as possible to discover the longitude in his 
papers and plans, as that degree of accuracy and information 
on which alone any good system could be founded. 

^ If Senhor wants a reward for his plan and me- 

moir, I have no objection to his getting it, and I shall be 
silent, or even recommend it. But if ho pretends to have 
anything to say to what has been done by our Officers, I 
must expose his ignorance, and the negligence with which 
he made his survey and report, and the consequences which 
would have resulted by attending to either, whatever trouble 
such exposition may cost me. 

‘ I can only tell you that I reconnaitred the ground in 
October, and depended for some facts upon his report, and 
formed my plans accordingly. Afterwards Fletcher and our 
engineers found that these fticts were represented errone- 
ously ; and I was obliged to travel again to Lisbon in 
February, 1810, and to alter tlic whole plan, and to undo 
all that had been done, in consequence of the erroneous in- 
formation in ’s memoir. You know that I was at 

Lisbon in February, 1810, as you followed metoThomar; 
and that was the reason of the journey. From this state- 
ment, which refers only to one point, "you will judge of 
■ ’s merits. 


^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ' W ELLINGTON. 

Charles StuartJ 


, To Senhor Jose Clementi Pereira. 

^ Sir, ‘ Frcnecla, 7th October, 1811. 

^ I received by the bearer your two letters of the 4th, from 
Canaveral. I beg that you will acquaint the two gentlemen, 
to whom one of ycur letters relates, that in consequence of 
a communication of their wishes to me through another 
channel, I have applied to the Portuguese Government in 
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their favor. I expect the answer at every moment^ and as 
soon as it shall arrive^, I will send it to them through you. 

I have the honor to be> 8:c. 

* Senhor Jose dementi Pereira. ^ Wellington. 

^ P. S, I enclose letters for those two gentlemen, but they 
shall hear from me again as soon as 1 receive a letter 
respecting them from the Government. 

^ W.’ 

To Lieut. General Sir Stapleton Cotton^ Pa.Tt. 

‘ My DEAR Cotton, ‘ Frcncda, 7tli October, 1811. 

' I understand that the greatest number of the disniouuied 
men of the 2d hussars are at Lisbon, with their ap])oiui;’ 
ments ; and if they are to receive the horses of the 12th and 
9th, they should be ordered to some station with their 
appointments, to which station the liorses of the 12th and 
9th should be ordered likewise. 

^ In regard to the transfer of horses from one regiment to 
another, we must go by some general rule ; and 1 shall be 
obliged to you if you will make an ollicial report of all your 
proceedings on this subject, as 1 must report on them to the 
Horse Guards. 

' The general rule which I would lay down is, that every 
regiment shall have one tenth of the number of its rank and 
file dismounted. Afterwards, if you find a regiment very 
sickly, you may dismount more if you think proper, and 
transfer the horses to other regiments whose men are more 
healthy ; but I wish you to begin with the adoption of that 
general principle. 

" The horses which the Officers of the cavalry will not take 
at the price stated, must be sold by public auction for the 
price bid for them. 

' I do not like to weaken the light cavalry in the Alentejo 
just now, as Soult is at Seville, and preparing for some 
movement. 

" Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General ^ Wellington. 

Sir S. Cotton, Bart^ 

P. S. Clinton is sick at Lisbon. I should prefer that the 
desire to join his regiment should come from himself, rather 
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than the order from me, and I wish you would write to him 
about it. The IGtli, liowcver, will not be badly off when 
they get Lord Charles Manners, which is likely before 
Clinton can join. ‘ W.’ 

Tn Major General Peacorke, 

‘ My DKAR GeNKRAL, ‘ Froncila, 8th Octoln'r, 1811. 

I liavc had some conversation witli the (Quarter Master 
(Jeneral regarding the mode in which tlie barracks occujiied 
by the 5(11 dragoon guards were recently given over to the 
Portuguese barrack department, and your orders to Captain 
Mackenzie, to which I wish to draw your attention. 

" There is no doubt that it is absolutely necessary that a 
Staff Officer should attend upon every occasion in which a 
regimental Officer is to hold official iutercours<^ with any of 
tlic departments of tlu‘ Portuguese army, particularly if the 
regiment shoidd recently have arrivt^l in this t'ounlry, I am 
sorry to say that our Olficc^rs are too much disjjosed to trend, 
with contempt all (breigners; ami I hav(‘ sehlom nnd. with a 
Portuguese from whose story the truth can be disewered, if 
he should have reason to complain. It is very proper, there- 
fore, that an Officer of the Quarter Master (ionerars de- 
partment should superintend the delivery of barracks to the 
regimental Officer who receives them, ami tlunr n^Hloration 
to the Portuguese department, of which rest(>ralit)n he 
should give notice to llut Iku-tuguese dt‘parluuml, as he is 
the person who conveys to the n'giment their orders to 
march, and to quit the barracks which they have occupied. 
So far is necessary. 

* But your order, by letter of the 31 st of October, goes to 
a weekly inspection of the barracks in Lislion and Belem, 
under the inspection of the Officer of the QuarUw Mastew 
fhmerars dej)artment. It is (piite impossible that he should 
really execute this duty, and the otlu^rs re<j[uiri*d from him ; 
and if the weekly inspection is neci^ssary, it is necessary that 
it should be made without his superlntcmdence, ami t^xpused 
to all tlie (ivils of an intercourse bidwtam a lh>rtugue»o 
department and a regimental Officer, without such supor- 
intondence. 

^ I conceive, therefore, that it will bo better that thia 
weekly inspection should not be made, and that the matter 
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should be left as it now is ; viz., that the Officer of the 
Quarter Master General’s department should superintend 
the delivery and the restoration of the barracks alone. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Major General Peacocked ‘ Wellington. 

To Lieut, General Sir Stapleton Catio 72 , Bai't. 

‘ My dear Cotton, * Freneda, Otli October, IB 11. 

' I also thought, at one time, that horses were come <.>ut 
for the 2d hussars ; but if you have ho official report of it, 
it cannot be true. 

‘ I agi'ee with you that the 12th ought not to lose any 
more horses ; and I leave it to you to give such orders as 
you may think proper about turning some of their horses to 
grass. 

" I do not think the 9th dragoons ought to have more 
than forty dismounted men altogether. It appears by your 
return that they have already, twenty men dismounted, and 
they might give twenty more horses to the 2d hussars. 

^ I shall accordingly desire Murray to order twenty num 
with their appointments of the 2d hussars to come up to 
Abrantes, and I think it would be well to order as many more 
without their appointments, as wmuld mount the cifoctlvc 
horses of the regiment. When the sick shall recover, they 
might either go to the depot at Belem, to wait for horses Irom 
England, or they might return to their horses, and the men 
to he now ordered from the depot might return to Lisbon. 
Let me know ho-w many men would be required from Belem 
according to this scheme, and Murray shall send the route. 

^ How do the 13th stand in respect to men and liorscs ? 
Could they give any to the 2d hussars ? The 2d iuissars 
have left Pedrogao, and have returned to the Alcntejo. It 
is necessary to keep Major General Long’s division in 
strength'just at present. 

' I was yesterday at Celorico, where, among other irregu- 
larities, I saw that the soldiers of the cavalry carry to the 
hospital their corn sacks, which arc filled with baggage on 
their return. I had one of these sacks, belonging to a man 
of the 16th dragoons, examined, and found that it contained 
his bags, thiee blankets, a jacket, &c., havi'csack, accoutre- 
ments, pots, pans, &c. &c. 
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^ It is very reasonable tliat the soldiers of tlic cavalry 
should have means given them of carrying to tlicir regiment 
irom hospital tlieir bags, and ])rol)ably their cloalc. But 
their accoutrements and clothes they might carry lliemselvcs 
on tlic march, as well as one blanket ; and at all events the 
corn sack, one should think, ought to remain with the horse. 
Will you check this practice? The consecpience <>(' it is 
increased difficulty in procuring conveyance to carry thos(i 
articles which ought to be carried, viz., the men's bags and 
cloaks. 

" I beg you to write to Sir William Erskine about draft- 
ing the horses from the Utli, when the men of the 2d hussars 
shall arrive at Abrantes, respecting wliich Murray will 
apprise you. 

" Believe nu', See, 

Gnio.ral ‘ WEia.lNOTON 

Sir *S. Ctdhuij Ihtri' 

To the Rii>7if‘ lion. Ilnirif U'ollrxh'tj. 

* My OKAU HenHY, * Frcmsla, ‘Mh Octoher, isl I. 

‘ I received last night your leU(n‘ of the 1st, aud I now 
enclose my dispatch of this (lay. 1 have no other lunvs for 
you excepting a gen<‘ral n‘port among the Ertutch, that 
I)iionapart(‘ h'ft Paris to take the command of his army in 
Germany, on the 12th Sejdcnulxn-. This n'port reeeivt^s 
some conlinnatiou from a letter wliich I rec(‘iv(‘d by tiu^ last 
mail, from the Duke of Bniuswick, dated the Ibth S(‘pteni- 
ber ; in which he tells me that that event was exp(»et(al, and 
lie wished that his regiment might be stmt to England* in 
order to go to ( Jennany. 

‘ Ever yours most aireclionaU'ly* 

‘ Tho lion, 11. U r/ira/n/S * Wei J.I N<iToN. 

To Ills Tlrci lloncn Clutrios Stwirt, 

* yiU, * Funuxlu, UlU < )ctuber, tKiK 

‘ I have had tlic honor oi' roccivin*? your letter of the (ith 
instant and its t'nelosnrcs, containing a eorrcsjiondcncc whicdi 
you have had with Major (Jonoral I’eaeoidio and with the 
Secretary of the Portuguese t Jovernment, regarding the 
arrest and iinprisonnient of Mr. Uorel, the cashier of the 
Paymaster General at Lisbon. 
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' From this correspondence it appears, that Mr. Borel has 
been arrested and imprisoned without cause assigned, with- 
out notice to any British authority, contrary to the stipula- 
tions of treaty, and to the principles of the alliance, and 
even to the common forms of civility, in consequence of 
orders from the Prince Regent in the Brazils, that certain 
persons of that name should be arrested. I request that 
you will inform the Portuguese Government that if they 
do not either give some better reason or more satisfactory 
explanation than that already given for the arrest and im- 
prisonment of this person, I shall consider it my duty to 
order all persons attached to the British army to place them- 
selves in security till the orders of the Prince Regent of 
Great Britain and Ireland can be received. 

" I am perfectly aware of the consequence of the measure 
which I shall adopt upon this occasion ; of the want of confi- 
dence and terror which it will create at Lisbon, throughout 
Portugal, and even throughout the Peninsula. But if those 
under whose immediate directions this violation of all the 
decent forms of civility has been committed do not think it 
necessary to advert to these consequences, there is no reason 
why I should; and I shall certainly endeavor to prevent 
these sudden and arbitrary arrests of persons confidentially 
employed by the departments of the British army without 
cause assigned ; and shall take measures to make known to 
the public my reasons for the adoption of these measures of 
precaution and security, 

I beg to be understood as not giving any opinion on the 
cause of the arrest of Mr. Borel. This gentleman, equally 
with others in the British service who have been arrested 
and imprisoned, either by the Portuguese Government with 
notice to me, or by me, in consequence of the desire of the 
Portuguese Government, may have been guilty of crimes 
which deserve punishment. But I complain of the insult, of 
the mode in which this measure has been carried into execu- 
tion, to which, as the Commanding Officer of His Majesty^s 
troops, I will not submit. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ^ WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart,^ 
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Ti) the Earl af J Aver jmoly Secret tinj of State. 

‘ My TjOKI), * Frciirdu, !Hh OcIoIkm*, 1811. 

'■ The army of llio noidli havo (‘anioiuul aloni; ilw Diioro, 
liavino' some troops at llenavente, and some at \’ alladolid : 
they liave likewise one division, that of (Jeiu’ral Souliam, at 
Alba do Tonnes., and a stron<>^er garrison than usual at 
Salamanca. 

‘ The division at Alba is probably destiiuul to preserve 
tlui communication with the army of Portiii>'aI, which have 
taken up tlieir cantonments again about Plas^uuha. 

‘‘ Soult arrived at S<‘ville about tlu^ ISth of' last montii, 
and some jireparations were making tliercN a]>])arently for a 
movement into l^^stremadura, by tlu^ troops whicli he brought 
back with him from (iranada. I concliule that liis rt'turn to 
Seville and tlu'se preparations w(‘re occasioiuMl l)y the notion 
whicli was gemu’ally enlertaimsl by the French Oflicers, that 
I had drawn Lieut, (ieiuu'al lliU's corps out of .Xhmtejo for 
the ])urpose of aiding in our design upon (viudad Ihalrigo. 

" It is prohahh', then^fore, that tlie movement will not he 
made, unless it should he necessary, with a view to prote<'t 
the march of a convoy for Badajoz, as soon as it shall Ix* 
found that laeut. (ieneral Hill w’as still in A!eutt*jo, and 
that the convoy had luam introduced into (’iudml Rodrigo. 
1 havt‘ also heard this day that (hmm'al Halh'steros liud 
(hdeated on the 2r>th SeptinnlnT, near San a hVmich 

division of 3000 num which had been stmt against him, which 
renders it more probable that then* will ht‘ no reinfurce- 
ments to the troops in Kstremadura. 

‘ The ])osition of our troojis fur tin* last two inunthH has 
undoubtedly deranged all iht* tmemy's plans fur tin* cam- 
paign, and tht^y hav<‘ been able to effect nothing, e\ct‘pting 
to vt‘lit*v(‘ ('iudad Rodrigo, notwit hsianding that they have 
reeeivcsl vtny large? rtunf'orcenumfs. I do not think it pro- 
bable that at prt‘sent lluy will uiulertake anything of im- 
portance, t?.Ycepting to tmdtmvor 1<^ force Ballesteros to 
embark, which he? can always effect* having a st^nire retreat 
upon Gibraltar. 

‘ I have the honor to b(% See, 

* The Earl (f Liverpool: ‘ WiaLINOTDN, 
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To the Earl of Livei'pool, Secretary of State, 

‘ My Lord, ‘ Freiieda, 9th October, 1811. 

^ I have the honor to enclose the extract of a letter from 
Brig. General Trant, containing the copy of one which he 
has received from His Royal Highness tlie Prince Regent of 
Portugal, stating that Plis Royal Highness has been pleased 
to confer upon him the order of the Tower and Sword, in the 
de<rree of Commander. 

^ I beg that your Lordsliip will lay these letters before Ilis 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent, and that you will recpiest 
the permission of His Royal Highness for Brig. Cicneral 
Trant to accept the honor conferred upon him by His Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ Wkllikgtok. 

To Lieut. General Hill, 

" My DEAR Hill, ‘ Frcneda, 10th October, 1811. 

" I have received your letter of tlic Sth. 

" It is difficult to give credit to the accounts which wc 
receive from General Castanos ot the operations of llu‘. 
enemy’s southern armies, as I believe he has very little, if 
any, intelligence on which he can rely ; and I know that the 
desire to involve us in operations in Estremadura, with a view 
to cover a certain extent of country, in order to draw pro- 
visions from it, gains credit for intelligence very little deserv- 
ing of any, which is afterwards communicated to us as true. 

^ It is not easy to believe that Soiilt is coming with any 
force into Estremadura, now that the object whicli would 
have brought him there is gone by, and that one of his de- 
tachments has met with a serious check by Ballesteros, near 
San Roque, on the 25th of last month. It may be true, 
however, as we know that Buonaparte has ordered that a 
garrison of 6000 men should be placed in Badajoz, and it is 
probable that Soult may find the presence of a large body of 
troops to be necessary, in order to throw into the place the 
supplies which it will reqxiire for that luunhcr of troops. 

" There is likewise another and a larger view of the state 
of affairs in the Peninsula, in which Soult’s presence, and 
that of a large force in Estremadura, would be expedient. 
The enemy’s plan for the campaign has certainly been inter- 
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rupted, and possibly prevented by our recent operations, 
and it is not unlikely that they may be desirous of resuming 
part of it, viz., that part which had for its object the con- 
quest of Galicia. 

" In my opinion the army of the north could not venture 
to invade Galicia, leaving Castille and the army of Portugal 
at our mercy, as there is no doubt that this army is much 
stronger than either the army of the north or that of Por- 
tugal, and the consequences of such a measure might be 
fatal to the whole French system. The only mode in which 
theinvasion of Galicia can be resumed with safety, is for 
Soult to bring a large army into Estremadura, and either 
alarm us for the safety of the frontier of Alentejo, or to be 
in a situation to join the army of Portugal, in case we should 
attack them. The former is the plan which the enemy 
would most probably adopt. Or the enemy may have ano- 
ther plan ; they may intend to employ the army of Portugal 
in the execution of that part of their plan for the campaign 
which had the attack of Valencia in view; in which case also 
they would assemble a large corps in Estremadura, and 
Soult would come there himself. I have taken this view of 
the enemy’s intentions^ in order to render my intention more 
clear to you ; and I shall add to it the certainty I feel that 
there exists at present no serious intention of making an 
attack upon any of the Portuguese possessions, excep>ting 
probably the post at Ouguela, or that at Campo Mayor. 

If your corps and this army could both be so strong in 
cavalry as that both could venture into the plains, there 
would be no difficulty in our concerns. Unfortunately 
neither of us is so strong as we ought to be, and I can 
therefore venture upon the little offensive which I can 
undertake only in one quarter. If you had cavalry, you 
certainly have infantry in sufficient numbers to beat the 5th 
corps out of Estremadura ; but your cavalry is not suffi- 
ciently strong. I think, however, that you are strong 
enough to prevent the 5th corps from doing anything, even 
though Soult should add to it another division. 

^In attempting this, however, you must proceed with 
great caution, and endeavor to have the best intelligence of 
the force Soult brings with him. I recommend to you to 
canton your troops as soon as you find that the enemy are 
serious in their advance upon Badajoz, nearly on the ground 
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which we occupied with the army in the end of June and 
beginning of July, having one Portuguese and one British 
brigade, and a brigade of Portuguese artillery, and some 
Portuguese cavalry, cantoned in Campo Mayor, but ready 
to take post on tlie heights behind at a short notice, and 
the others at S*'' Olaya, Quinta del Obispo, &c. &c. 

If you should find that Soult collects in too great force 
for you, you will retire upon Portalcgre, and llien(*.e, if you 
should find it necessary, upon Gaviao and Abranles, 
sending down our bridge from Villa Vellia. 

‘ It appears to me, liow^ever, to be scarcely possible for 
Soult to bring such a force as to be able to attack you at 
Campo Mayor, or to cut off your coinnuinieation at the same 
time, both with Elvas and Portalcgre, and unless lie can do 
that, you have always a secure retreat, and he must give up 
his plan, or fall between your corps and the army. 

' If Soult should hriiig a large army into Estremadura, 
with a view to enable the army of Portugal to co-oi)erato in 
the invasion of Valencia, 1 shall reinforce your corps with 
some infantry, and nearly all the cavalry, and I think we 
shall soon have back again the army of Portugal. If he 
should come only to throw provisions into Badajoz, I am 
afraid that we cannot prevent it, under existing circum- 
stances. 

" Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General HiW ' Wki/LIjsgton. 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart, 

^ Sir, ‘ Frenodii, lOtli October, IS 11. 

' Having transmitted to Lieut. General the Hon. L. Cole 
your letter of the 9th ultimo, containing the complaint of an 
outrage committed at Leyria, by two soldiers of the — regi- 
ment, with directions to bring these culprits to trial when 
they should join their corps, I have the honor to forward to 
you, to he laid before the Portuguese Government, the 
accompanying letter and its enclosure, which I have received 
from the Lieutenant General, by which it appears that tlie 
two soldiers have been convicted and punished for the crime 
they have committed. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* His Excellency " WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart' 
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To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘Freneda, 10th October, 1811. 

" I have received your letter of the 6th. 

^ I think you had better entirely confine your efforts to 
the measures recommended in my letters of the 26th March, 
and of the 8th April. The commissariat and military chest 
being now in hand, should be carried through ; and then we 
can take up the arsenal and medical establishment. 

" I have written to you officially regarding M. Borel, and 
I have written to the Government to desire to see the 
Prince’s orders on this subject. 

^ Whenever we get a sum of money from Cadiz or from 
England, I always desire that a proportion of it may be 
given to you; and I have besides ordered at times that 
paper money should be given to you. You are the best 
judge at what period to pay these sums to the Portuguese 
Government, but I would advise you not to pay any more 
till the military chest be established ; and not to pay into 
the military chest in any one month, more than 100,000/., 
whatever may be the sum in your hands. 

^ I have omitted telling you that I have recommended to 
the Portuguese Government to pay the interest on their 
paper money from the 1st of July last, and to call in that now 
in circulation ; and to issue paper of the same numbers and 
for the same sums as those now in circulation, of a better 
description and not so likely to be forged. These two 
measures together will raise the value of the Portuguese 
paper so high, as nearly to overcome all our financial diffi- 
culties in this country. It 'will not cost above 100,000/. 
every six months to pay the interest, and the rise in the 
value of the paper, and the consequent saving in the price 
of every article purchased for the army, will more than 
cover the expense. But I much fear that the Government 
will not adopt the measure. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Bis Excellency ' WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart" 
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To His Excellency Charles Siuari, 

f SlR> ‘Freneda, lUli October, 1811. 

" I enclose a letter from Mr. Kennedy, containing various 
papers from Mr. Pratt, Mr. Drake, and Mr. Berard, in 
answer to complaints of these gentlemen by the Portuguese 
Government and commissariat forwarded to me by you on 
the l’2tli September. 

" The perusal of these papers will shew you the degree of 
confusion which prevails in the transport department of the 
army, and the uncertainty in all our operations which must 
result from it, and the corruption of the Portuguese com- 
missariat ; and the tyranny and oppression under which the 
people labor. 

' Unless I determine at once to move the army down to 
Lisbon, and thus put a stop to our demands for means of 
transport, it is impossible that any orders I can give can 
apply a remedy to these evils. It must be very evident to 
any person who reads these papers with attention, that the 
British Commissaries arc not in fault ; indeed, Mr. Pratt 
has no troops at his command to carry on the war against 
his adversary the Portuguese Commissary at Escaroupim ; 
and the alleged seizure of boats by that gentleman was 
nothing more than the employment of a certain number of 
boats, already in the service of the British Government, to 
perform a particular service, viz,, to remove sick and 
wounded men to Lisbon. 

"Nothing but the desire to complain could have occa- 
sioned any complaint against Mr. Drake or Mr. Berard. 

" I have already repeatedly pointed out the only remedy 
to all these evils. It is for the Government to enforce their 
own regulations, by adequate punishment of the magistrate 
who refuses or neglects to issue his warrant or order to the 
owner of a boat or cart, at a particular time and place for 
the service of the army ; and by adequate punishment of the 
owner of a boat or cart, who shall refuse to attend and to 
continue to attend so long as his services shall be required. 

" This is the law and practice in Great Britain and in all 
parts of the world ; it is the practice in those parts of Spain 
occupied by the enemy, and the consequence is that 
although they do not pay, they never want means of trans- 
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port of all kinds ; and until the Portuguese Government 
shall abandon their view of false popularity, and shall 
protect the people over whom they are placed from the 
horrible tyranny and oppression under which they are 
laboring, by enforcing their own regulations by adequate 
punishments, the system of embargo, with all its evil conse- 
quences, including these corruptions, disputes, &c., &c., 
must be continued, or the army must go down to Lisbon. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

^ Els Excellency ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart' 


To His Excellency Charles Stuart 

t ‘Freneda, lltli October, 1811. 

^ Having caused inquiries to be made regarding the state 
of the people on the Coa, with a view to the distribution of 
the money which you informed me in your letter of the 27th 
September last that the committee intended to intrust to 
me to be distributed, some measures have occurred to me 
which it would be expedient that the" Portuguese Govern- 
ment should adopt with a view to the relief of these unfor- 
tunate people. 

" First, it is very desirable that the utmost encouragement 
should be given to the transit of provisions as well from 
Spain into Portugal as from one part of Portugal into 
another ; and that duties on all kinds of goods passing in 
or unto Upper or Lower Beira should be excLiscd. The 
Government will lose but little revenue by this measure, as 
the army being exactly on the frontier, it is impossible that 
it can be collected ; but the existence of the revenue regula- 
tions gives an excuse for a system of oppression on the part 
of the Portuguese revenue officers Avhich must prevent 
Spanish dealers from bringing provisions to the Portuguese 
markets. 

^ Secondly, it is desirable that all duties should be excused 
on the sale of goods in the fairs and markets of Upper and 
Lower Beira. 

^ Thirdly, it is desirable that the prices of provisions, and 
indeed of all other goods, in all the towns and villages of 
those provinces should be left free, and find their own level. 

" By these measures we may hope that the people will 

VOL. VIII. z 
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have something that they can buy with the money that will 
be given to them. 

^ From what I hear, I am much afraid that the distribu- 
tion of money to the Bishops has not been and will not be 
of much service. The Bishops and great convents in Por- 
tugal and Spain have always been in the habit of distri- 
buting provisions daily to the poor; and the consequence of 
this system is the establishment in the neighborhood of 
their palaces and convents of a number of idle people of 
both sexes, who perform no labor, and live upon what they 
thus receive and can procure by begging from strangers. 

^ I understand the Bishops have added the sums sent to 
them respectively by the committee to what they already 
expended in this manner, by which proceeding the relief it 
affords is but partial. 

' That which would be desirable is, if possible, to aid 
laborious exertions to procure a subsistence, by small ad- 
vances of money, and 1 propose to keep this principle in 
view in the distribution of the money intrusted to me, by 
which not only it will subsist those to whom it will be given 
for a longer period, but it may be hoped that tlie ])eoplc 
will resume their habits of industry, and that they will soon 
again be able to provide for their own subsistence. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ‘ W ELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart,' 

To Lieut. General Hill. 

* My dear Hill, ‘ Freneda, 13th October, 1811. 

^ I hope you do me the justice to believe that if I had 
the slightest notion of the circumstances under which the 
sick of the 2d division had been detained with their regi- 
ments, or that you had had anything to say to that measure, 
I should not have noticed it in the manner I did in the 
orders of the 5th instant. 

" The ignorance of their duty of the Officers of the army 
who are every day arriving in this country, and the general 
inattention and disobedience to orders by many of those 
who have been long here, increase the details of tlie duty 
to such an extent as to render it almost impracticable to 
carry it on ; and owing to this disobedience and neglect, 
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I can depend upon nothing, however well regulated and 
ordered. 

" I have lately, therefore, endeavored to correct this inat- 
tention by pointing out to Officers in General Orders its 
consequences ; and you will observe that the General Order 
of the 5th, to which you refer, does no more than advert 
to these consequences. I adopt this measure very much 
because I am convinced that the disobedience of which I 
complain is not wilful, but is the consequence of inattention, 
and the bad military habits which our Officers acquire when 
they enter the service. 

^ In this part of the army, even under my own eye, the 
same thing is occurring daily, and is attended by the most 
disastrous consequences. Although we had recently been 
in expectation for a fortnight of the necessity for moving 
the troops, the sick were left with the regiments, contrary to 
repeated orders ; and they were at last sent to the general 
hospital at Celorico, at the same moment, to the amount of 
about 2000 : the consequence was that the people at the 
hospital were not prepared to receive so many at a time ; 
and it happened to be bad weather, and above fifty died in 
one week, and the others were in a very uncomfortable 
state : to this add, that by keeping the fever cases, as they 
do, till the fever approaches to, or is in, or has passed the 
crisis, the danger of death is increased by removal; whereas 
by removal in an early stage of the disorder, the patient is 
generally improved. However, all this never occurs to 
these gentlemen, who think of nothing but their regimental 
convenience; and yet if they witness any of the inconve- 
niences which uniformly result from their own or the dis- 
obedience of their brother Officers, they are not the last to 
cry out ; as for instance, my friend of the — th dra- 
goons, in the case of Captain . 

^ However, you may depend upon it that I had not any 
the most remote intention to advert to you, and if it will be 
any satisfaction to you, or you wish it on any account, that 
this should be explained in General Orders, I have no 
objection to doing so. 

^ Believe me, See. 

' Wellington. 


^ Lieut, General HilU 
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To Vice Admiral the Eon, George Berkeley, 

^ Sir, ‘ Freneda, 13th October, 1811. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 8th 
instant, and I think it would be desirable to make use of the 
Agincourt to carry to England the 29th, 85th, and 97th 
regiments, with the addition of such transport tonnage un- 
employed as may be necessary for the accommodation of 
these regiments. 

‘ I purpose to write to the Secretary of State by the next 
mail, to suggest the expediency of sending back the troop 
ships to the Tagus. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral ' Wellington. 

the Eon, G, Berkeley' 

To Eis Excellency Charles Stuart, 

' My dear Sir, * Freneda, 13th October, 1811. 

‘ In answer to your letter of the 9th, I can only assure 
you that I wrote to the Government upon the wants of 
General Pack’s brigade, in consequence of his complaints to 
the Quarter Master General, and being determined to bring 
officially under their view every deficiency of this description 
which occurs. 

^ I am inclined to think that the continuance in circulation 
of the Portuguese paper, if it should rise in value, will be a 
convenience ; and I could not now advise that the debt 
should be funded, but rather that the interest promised 
should be paid upon the circulating paper, and that the 
quantity in circulation should not be increased. 

' Believe me, &c. 

‘ Eis Excelle7icy ' WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart." 

To Eis Excellency Charles Stuart, 

* My DEAR Sir, * Freneda, 1 3tli October, 1811. 

" I am afraid that you did not understand my letter re- 
specting the Marquez de Ponte dc Lima, and the Marquez 
de Valenca, as I intended you should. I intended that you 
should apply for an answer to the application of these two 
noblemen to be allowed to return to Portugal ; and I men- 
tioned at the same time the application of Pamplona’s aide 
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dc camp to Gordon, which I did not intend should be for- 
warded to the Government, but as a matter of information 
to yourself. 

" As the Government, however, have answered the appli- 
cations of the Marquez de Valen^a and of the Marquez dc 
Ponte de Lima, with that of Pamplona s aide dc camp, it 
might happen that the latter might be hanged by the 
French if I were to send the copy of the note, which I 
should wish to be able to do to the former. If Valenqa and 
Ponte dc Lima should not like the answer, which it is pro- 
bable they would not, they might possibly inform against 
Pamplona’s aide dc camp, and there is no reason why they 
should be made acquainted with his secret. 

There appears to me to be a clear distinction between 
the ease of Ponte dc Lima and Valencja, and that of Pam- 
plona’s aide dc camp. 

"First, tliosc noblemen were forced to go to France; 
whereas the aide dc camp went voluntarily, I believe, since 
the restoration. 

‘ Secondly, those noblemen liavc never served in any 
military capacity, and I believe were never in the service. 
The aide dc camp has served in Portugal, and against his 
country. 

" 1 wish, therefore, that the answer of the Government 
should be confined to the cases of the Marquez dc Valencia 
and the Marquez de Ponte dc Lima. In regard to the aide 
de camp, I pi'oposc, if possible, to make a spy of him, under 
a promise that, if ho gives good intelligence, I will, at some 
time or other, endeavor to obtain for him a pardon. 

" Believe me, &c. 

* Ill's ExceUencij " WelUINOTON- 

Ckarles S(uarL" 

t 


To Limt (imieml lliU. 

* Frenodu, 14th October, 18lb 

^ My beau Hu.n, IlalfpuHt lo p.m. 

" 1 have just Tcccived your letter of the 13th. I think, 
upon the whole, that you had better not move Colonel 
Byng’s brigade from Niza, unless you should have a reason 
for doing so, which you did not know when you wrote to me 
on the 13th. 
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" My opinion is, that Mannont has only gone in search of 
provisions^ and not to attack Valencia. However, we shall 
see in a few days, and I shall determine how to annoy and 
derange their projects again. 

^ Believe me, See. 

* Lieut. General Hill: ' W ellikgton. 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘Freneda, 15tli October, 1811. 

^ I have received yonr letter of the 11th. 

' I am astonished that, since the British engineers have 
been employed between the Tagus and the sea, the Go- 
vernment should have employed any Officer to make a plan 
without reference to me; and I wish that neither j>lan nor 
memoir had been sent home to Lord Wellesley. 

" I shall be very much obliged to you if you will inform 
Dom Miguel Forjaz of these iny sentiments, and that I object 

to the recommendation of Senhor to the Prince 

Eegent, for a work in which he had no share whatever. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

« His Excellency ‘ W Ellington. 

Charles Stuart: 

To Lieut. General Sir Stapleton Cottony Bart. 

‘ My dear Cotton, ‘Freneda, I5tli October, 1811, 9 a. m. 

" I have been turning over in iny mind what you stated in 
a late letter about the horses for the Officers of the cavalry ; 
and I am very much afraid that if we do not take measures 
to insure to Government the price that they have paid for 
the horses which they have sent, the Officers of the cavalry 
will not have the advantage of getting horses in this 
manner in future. 

^ The horses cost Government 501. each ; and I have put 
the price of 601. upon each, in order to defray the expense 
of loss by deaths, &c. It is reasonable to suppose that 
some of the horses are worth more than 60/., and others 
may be worth less, but they would all run the chance of 
getting the good ; and even the bad, probably (as tlicy arc 
bought by the best judge in England), would not be worth 
less than 50/. 

^ If they were all taken at 60/. each, I think the Govern- 
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mcnt would have no reason to complain ; but if some arc 
taken, and others arc to remain upon my hands, I think it 
but fair that the Government should have the advantage of 
a larger price for the better liorscs, as it will incur the risk 
of receiving a smaller, in a sale by auction, for those not so 
good. 

" If, therefore, the Officers of the cavalry will not take the 
horses, after all the pains which it has cost me to get them 
for them, I shall request yon to get Lieut. Colonel h-lley, 
and two other good judges, to fix a ])ricc upon the several 
horses which will come up ; and the Officers who choose to 
take them may take them at the price fixed. Those tbey 
do not choose to take shall be sold by public auction ; and, 
in the nieantiinc, till the period of the auction shall be 
fixed, I shall bo obliged to you if you will have the horses 
taken care of. 

‘ I shall request (General (Jraham to show his Iiorses to 
Lieut. Colonel Ulley, and the Ollicers you will uiipoini to fix 
the ])ricc of these horses, and they shall liktuvise Jix the price 
which he is to pay for those which he received. 

‘ Believe me, &e, 

* tieut- General ‘ WklmN(*T<).n. 

Sir S, Ct>ttonf Ihrt,^ 


To Lieut, (ieneral Sir Staptetnii Catton, Ihirt. 

‘ FivijMtla, ItUh OctohtT, ISU, 

‘ My deau Cotton, HulfqmHt ri r.w. 

* I am glad that the plan which I proposed for the hornoB 
will answer. In fact, (Jeneral (Jraham chose only out of the 
first lot of liovBCH, and not out of the whole ; but it in fair, 
tliai having hud the choice, he sheudd pay ; and the prict* 
shall be fixed by (kdonel Kllcy, v^'c., who will, of cotirse, tlo 
justice^ b<‘twc(‘n the public and individuals. ''The puymenl 
for the horses sliull be miulv easy to them, 

* I was convincH'd tliat there was a mlstala* in Mr. Mac- 
Icod's return of your forage. You should not allow your uido 
do camp to draw for tl\c commissariat mules attached to tho 
cavalry btaff ; or if you do, lliey should be sepurutely men- 
tioned, and not culled yours, 'fhe orderlit*s uppeur to bo 
separately accounted for. 

' 1 enclose you the Commissary Geucrar» note respecting 
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the 4th dragoon guards. I hope they have not ten days' 
supply of rye bread, or forty days’ of bad meat, 

' Believe me, &c, 

* Lieut General ^WELLINGTON. 

Sir S. Cotton^ Bart 

^ P. S. I see Tweeddale's hounds arc just arrived. I hope 
you will come over and take a hunt some day or other, 
or we will draw your way when you like it. ^ W.’ 

To Lieut General Sir Stapleton Cotton^ Bart. 

* My DEAR Cotton, ‘ Frencda, ICth October, IBl], noon. 

^ I am concerned to hear that the 4th dragoon guards do 
not get better, and particularly that their continued sickness 
should be attributed to that extraordinar)^ circumstance in 
this army, bad food.” However, that is very easily reme- 
died ; and I have spoken to Mr. Kennedy both about that 
and their want of corn, and of salt, this morning. Colonel 
Sherlock applied to.kecp the Commissary they have. 

‘ The Commanding Officer should apply for money if he 
wants it. 

" The regiments which have long been with the army arc 
much in arrear, and those which arrive arc generally in ad- 
vance ; but I never refuse to advance to the latter whatever 
sums they may require on the estimates, for months to which 
the rest of the army have not been paid. This is a case 
that has occurred frequently. 

^ I have no objection to the quarters of the dlli dragoon 
guards being changed ; but I think they arc in as hoaltliy 
a situation as any in the country. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut General < Well I NG'l ON. 

Sir S. Cotton, Bart! 

To Lieut, General llilt 

^ My dear Hill, ‘ Frcneda, leth October, isn, 2 r.M. 

" I received this morning your letter of the 14th, and I 
have since seen the papers transmitted by Colonel Offency. 
I have no doubt but that the object of the French is to 
throw a convoy into Badajoz, which we cannot prevent under 
present circumstances. 

‘ Girard commands only one division of the 5th corps ; 
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Mid wc may depend upon it that if there wore more than 
Dnc division on this side of the Guadiana, bos’uh^s cavalry, 
Droiict, who commands the corps, would have been witli it. 

* You have done right to order up the trooiis from Niza. 

‘ Believe me, &e. 

LiouL General BiU: * WKLiaNOTON. 

To Vice Admiral the Bon. George Berkeley. 

* Fronoda, 1 6 th Ortober, 181b 

* I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 1 2th. 
^ I am very desirous that the sick should not bo removed 

Tom Coimbra, excepting those belonging to tho 21)th, 85th, 
ind 97th regiments, and such men as it may bo necessary 
from time to time to send to England, as I find that it is 
almost impracticable to get up to the army from Idsbon a 
loldicT who has recov(*r('d from sicknesH. 

* I write this day to r(‘<[ucst the Secretary of State will 
arder the troop ships of war to the ''lagus, and will send 
)ut twelve c<>j)pered transports, drawing nine or ten feet 
vater. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &e. 
lice Admiral ‘ W Kl.LIS(#TON. 

the linn. G. Berkeley I 

Tn the Uit^ht Unn. Henry Jfelie,\lry. 

My UKAU IIjvNUV, *Frcuc(lu, icnh OctulnT, ISU. 

* I enclose my dispatch of tliis date. I luivc no other 
news for you, excepting that Dr. Curtis, the rector of the 
Irish College of Salamanca, and the Providor of tho Bishop-* 
ric, l)oth connected with my correspondents there, have been 
in'csted by the French. 

* We hear that, there is hcH lo pay at Cadiz ; but 1 do 
not understand about what. 

' Ever yours most alleetionutely. 

'The //<m. //. tVeliesleyl * 


To Lieut. Gnlnvel Tt rrenfi, Military Serfetanj tn the (knnmander 
tn Ghief, 

Mv DKAtt Toitm'Ns, * Kn'ncdft. if.th OotoW, J8I1. 

• I iu» to frouhk' you agiiin upon the okJ subject 

(f General Olllccrs. 1 vias obliged to give General Dunlop 
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leave to go homC:, and I doubt bis coining out again ; and 
he is really a loss. General Sontag is so ill as to be obliged 
to go away, and I imagine will never again be fit for service. 

‘ Leith is not come, and we have no Commanding Officer 
for the 5th division ; I understand that Houstoun will not 
return, and there will be none for the 7th ; and General 
Campbell’s departure will leave the 6th division without a 
Commander. We have a brigade or two without Officers 
also, in consequence of Beckwith’s continued absence (and 
we are told he will not return), and Mackinnon's. l^ut these 
I can manage. 

^ I do not know whom to propose for our divisions. Clin- 
ton shall have one, either the 5th or 6th ; Leith, if lie comes, 
another ; and I wish I could *get back Dunlop, or some re- 
spectable person, if Houstoun docs not return, for the 7th. 
Let me know whether Leith comes or not, and also whether 
Houstoun returns. 

Believe mo, &c. 

* Lieut* Colonel Torrens! * Wellington. 

To the Earl of Liverpool^ Secretary of State. 

^ My Ix)RD, ‘ Frcnecia, ICth October, 18U. 

' There has been no material alteration in the position of 
the enemy’s troops since I addressed you last. 

' The army of Portugal are cantoned beyond Plasencia, 
having one division at Plasencia, with their advanced posts 
on the Alagon ; and the cavalry on the nortli side of tlie 
mountains, which divide Castillo from Estremadura, about 
Penaranda. I imagine that they communicate with the in- 
fantry in Estremadura by Congosto and the Puerto del 
Pico, the road through which was repaired by the enemy in 
the year 1809, after the battle of Talavcra. 

It is reported that three divisions of guards belonging 
to the army of the north have gone to Valladolid, which, 
however, requires confirmation. The other troops of the 
army of the north are upon the Tonnes. 

^ I learn from Lieut. Colonel Sir Howard Douglas, that 
the enemy are fortifying the posts wliich they occupy in front 
of the army of Galicia; from which, I judge that they have 
no intention of attempting to penetrate into that kingdom 
during this winter. 
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^ In Lower Estremadura the enemy appear to intend to 
introduce a convoy into Badajoz, which it is impossible for 
the allies to attempt to prevent. With this view, probably, 
one division of the 5th corps, with a considerable body of 
cavalry, have crossed the Guadiana at Merida, under Ge- 
neral Girard; and the remainder of the corps was to the 
south of that river. But I understand that Soiilt remained 
at Seville. 

' I have received a report that Don Julian Sanchez yes- 
terday carried off a large proportion of the cattle grazing 
near Ciudad Rodrigo, and destined for the supply of the 
garrison; and he made prisoner the governor. General Re- 
naud, either by surprise, or in consequence of the latter 
having endeavored to save the* cattle with a very inadequate 
force. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ Wellington. 

To the Earl of Liverpool> Secretary of State, 

^ My Lord, ‘ Freneda, 16th October, 1811. 

^ Admiral Berkeley has at different times sent to Eng- 
land, either with convoys or to carry troops, all the troop 
ships of war named in the margin, and the Acjincoicrt is 
now going with the 29th, 85th, and 97th regiments, but 
none of these ships have returned. 

^ As it is very desirable that we should have the service of 
these ships, particularly during the winter months, I shall 
be very much obliged to your Lordship if they can be re- 
turned. 

^ It would also be very desirable, and a saving in the 
hire of craft, if there were attached to this army twelve 
coppered transports, drawing from nine to ten feet water, 
which could pass the bars of the rivers Mondego and Douro. 
If these could be sent, a proportionate quantity of the ton- 
nage detained in the Tagus according to my dispatch of the 
21 st of March might be sent home. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

^ Wellington. 


‘ The Earl of Liver'pool^ 
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To the Earl of Liverpool^ Becretary of State, 

^ My dear Lord, ‘ Freneda, ]6tli October, 1811. 

^ I enclose tlie last fortnight and weekly states of the 
British army, and the morning state of the allied army of 
the 13th. 

' You will see that we are not much better in respect to 
the number of sick ; but the disorder continues to be of a 
very mild description. 

" I was twice last week at the hospital at Celorico, and I 
saw no bad cases, but the numbers are astonishing. In the 
4th division there are as many sick, absent and present, as 
there are men fit for duty. 

'The 40th regiment, out of 1419, have only 652 fit for 
duty; and the whole number of their recruits, recently 
arrived from England, arc in the hospitals. The 77th re- 
giment arrived in Portugal two months ago, about 800 men, 
and in the action of the 25th September, they had 250 rank 
and file ; by the return of the 8th, they have 287 fit for duty, 
and 414 in the hospitals. 

' The 2d division, which have been all the summer in the 
Alentejo, are, and have been, the most healthy of all, not- 
withstanding they sufiered so much in the battle of Albuera, 
which show’s how little reliance is to be placed on general 
reports of the unwholesomeness of climates. 

' The French have seized Dr. Curtis, of the Irish college, 
and the Provider of the Bishopric of Salamanca, who are 
tw’o of the people with whom my correspondents there com- 
municate. I suspect that they have had orders from Paris 
to cut us off from all intelligence. 

' Believe me, &c. 

^ The Earl of Liverpool: ' W ELLINGTON. 

To Lieut, General Rill, 

^ My dear Hill, ‘ Freneda, irtbi October, 1811, 11 a.m. 

' I received in the night your letter of the 15th. I concur 
entirely in your giving assistance to General Castanos, and 
should approve of your adopting a measure which should be 
more effectual, and should drive Girard from Cacercs across 
the Guadiana again, if you think you can do it without risk- 
ing the safety of Campo Mayor and Ouguela. 
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‘ It appears to me that you arc too strong for Girard in 
every way, if the other division of the 5th corps have not 
crossed the Guadiana. 

" If General Castafios, or his troops, enter the Portugiiese 
frontier, our commissariat must provide for them, keeping a 
regular account of what they issue to them, but only as long 
as they remain within the Portuguese frontier. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut General Hill: ^ WlCLmNOTON. 


To General Bacellar. 

^ Sir, ‘Frencda, 18th October, 1811. 

^ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 
llth October, containing three queries from General Conde 
d’Amarante. 

^ In answer to the first, I beg you will inform the Conde 
d’Amarante, that it is not my intention to prohibit him from 
passing the frontier in all cases, but, on the contrary, that I 
wished him to pass the frontier (taking care not to risk his 
infantry) on any occasion on which he should think he could 
make a useful diversion with his cavalry in favor of General 
Abadia, without risking the loss of liis cavalry. 

^ The second question is answered above. 

'In answer to the third query, I beg that the (‘ondc 
d’Amarantc may understand, that the troops under his com- 
mand are destined princijially to defend the frontiers of 
l^ortugal. He must not enter upon any operation com- 
bined with, or joined to the Spaniards, which may remove 
him from the object for which the force under his command 
is principally destined. Under present circumstances it 
does not appear probable that the enemy will attack CJe- 
ncral Abadia. 

' 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ General Bacellur: * Wkujn<;ton* 


To Major Geiiend Peucorkr, 

^ ‘ Fronetia, IDih October, 1811. 

' This letter will be delivered to you by (ieneral Henaud, 
late governor of Ciudad Rodrigo, who is going to Lisbon, 
on his way to England, as a prisoner of war on his parole. 

^ I beg leave to recommend him to your attention, and I 
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request you to take an early opportunity of forwarding him 
to England, either in a ship of war, or a transport, or the 
packet ; and that you will desire the Captain of the vessel 
in which he will go, to apprise the Commissioners of Trans- 
ports of his arrival as soon as he shall reach any port in 
England. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Major General Peacocke' ‘ Wellington. 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart, 
dear Sir, ‘Froncda, lOth October, ISll. 

^ This letter will be delivered to you by General Renaud, 
the late governor of Ciudad Rodrigo, who is going to 
Lisbon, on his way to England. I beg leave to recommend 
him to your attentions as long as he may remain at Insbon. 

"" Believe me, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ^ WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart J 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

^ My dear Sir, * Freneda, 20tb October, 1811. 

^ I have received your letter of the IGlh, and I concur in 
opinion with you, that you have done right in resuming your 
seat at the Regency. 

^ I have received a most handsome letter from the Prince 
in answer to mine of the 7th May, upon which I have ad- 
dressed the Governors of the Kiimdom. These will to, 1 
hope, hy this post, so that I shall not trouble you further 
upon them. 

" I have recommended General Renaiid, the governor of 
Ciudad Rodrigo, to you ; you will find him a very intelligent 
fellow, 

' Believe me, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ' W ELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart,^ 


To the Governor of Almeida, 

^ Sir, * Freneda, 21st October, 1811. 

^ Major Sturgeon, of the Royal StaiBf corps, being ein})loycd 
by me upon the public service, I request that you will let him 
have from the old carriages, &c., any axlctrecs or other iron 
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which he may want, hra^s boxes from wheels, &c., which he 
may require ; likewise the use of the grinding stones and 
smith’s forges in Almeida, and a certain quantity of timber 
for the construction of a pile engine, and of a trustle. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Governor of Almeida.^ ^ Wellington. 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

^ My dear Sir, ' ‘ Freneda, 21st October, 1811. 

^ I received yesterday your letter of the 17th. It is very 
obvious to me, both from the Prince’s letter and from every 
thing that has passed, that he will not dismiss Principal 
Souza; and the orders which have been lately received here, 
and the promise which the Prince makes to receive favorably 
the services of Dom Miguel Forjaz, render the dismission of 
the Principal an object of less importance. I have therefore 
taken advantage of the receipt of the Prince’s letter, to put 
an end to the uncomfortable state in which I have so long 
stood in respect to the Government. We shall now start 
fresh, and we must endeavor to carry the business on as well 
as we can. The recent orders of the Prince certainly give us 
great advantages, which we have never till now possessed. 

^ In respect to the military chest, you will be able to judge 
whether the delay to form it by the 1st November is neces- 
sary; whether that necessity has been produced by the real 
magnitude of the concerns of the Junta de Viveres, or by de- 
sign, or by neglect to settle the accounts of the late Junta 
de Viveres ; or whether the delay is not unnecessary. As 
far as I can judge here, the delay cannot be necessary; 
because, whether the Commissary General or the Junta de 
Viveres are to supply the wants of the army, the money 
might as well come from the military chest, as direct from 
the Treasury. However, if you should think the delay 
necessary, I recommend to you to be sparing in your issues 
of money, as there is no reason for abandoning any principle 
on which we have hitherto acted. 

As I wish to put an end to the whole difference between 
the Portuguese Government and me, and am not desirous of 
carrying on the war in the Brazils when peace has been made 
in Portugal, I beg you not to transmit to England my letter 
on the subject of — — ’s charge against Dom 
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Miguel Forjaz, which is certainly now unnecessary, and 
would tend only to revive old disputes, and that if you have 
sent it, you will write to Mr. Hamilton to request that it 
may be retained. 

^ I shall be much obliged to you if you will speak to the 
members of the Regency regarding the case of Borel. I 
shall be sorry to commence the era of peace by a coup cVetat 
such as that which I had in contemidation on this subject. 
But it must be obvious to the Government that the Prince 
did not mean that this person should be arrested ; and even 
if he did, the mode in which the arrest was made was such 
that I cannot submit to it, and I must adopt some measures 
which shall show to the public my sense of it. Among 
friends this is better avoided. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* His Excellency * WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart. 

' P.S. Upon referring to my dispatch to you of the llth 
September*, I conceive that down to the words neglect and 
disobedience upon this occasion,” in the third paragraph, 
might go to England ; the rest of the dispatch will only tend 
to revive the dispute. ‘ W.' 

To Lieut. General HilL 

‘ My dear Hill, ‘ Freneda, 22d October, 1813, 8 k.u, 

‘ I received your letter of the 20th, last night. I think 
you had better not pass Cacercs with your head quarters and 
main body. When you have driven off Girard, replace the 
Conde de Penne Villemur at Caceres, and bring back again 
your troops towards the frontier. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut. General Hill: ' WELLINGTON. 

To Colonel Gordon^ Commissary in Chief. 

‘ My dear Colonel, * Freneda, 22d October, 181 1. 

^ I received by the last post your letter of the 22d Sep- 
tember, and I am very much obliged to you for what you 
have done for Mr. Dalrymple. I p»ropose to keep him here, 

* See page 2C5. 
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notwithstanding that I am afraid that he will be unwilling 
to stay when Mr. Kennedy goes. This misfortune will 
happen very shortly, but I hope he will return soon, as he 
promises. I have too much reason to complain of Mrs. 
Kennedy and her sister. 

^ I am very much obliged to you also for the notice you 
have taken of Campbelb and particularly for allowing him 
to come to this army. You will find him a very zealous, 
hard working fellow, who will at least do his best. He is 
the only person who knows anything about }p.y concerns, and 
I have no time to attend to them myself. He is besides, 
very useful as a Staff Officer, particularly in an affair. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Colonel Gordon: ‘ WELLINGTON. 

To Vice Admiral the Hon. George Berkeley. 

< Sir, ‘ Freneda, 23d October, ISll. 

" I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 19th, 
and I am much obliged to you for the measures which you 
have adopted to send to England the 29th, 85th, and 97th 
regiments. 

^ Major General Cooke found it necessary to detain at 
Cadiz the Begiment de Watteville, after he had sent to 
Lisbon the horses belonging to the Field Officers of that 
regiment, and I have desired that application might be 
made to have those horses sent back to Cadiz, with which I 
shall be much obliged to you if you will comply. 

^ I have written to England to have small transports sent 
out, which will be capable of passing the bars of the Mon- 
dego and Douro ; but, in the meantime, till they shall arrive, 
it is very desirable that we should have vessels capable of 
entering those rivers. 

I entirely concur with you in the expediency of occupy- 
ing: the Fort Buffio with a detachment of the battalion of 
marines, and of the marine artillery, and of relieving the 
detachment every week. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral ' WELLINGTON,' 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.^ 
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To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

^ My Lord, ‘ Freneda, 23d October, 1811. 

^ As the soldiers of this army frequently sleep out of doors, 
and as, even when in houses, they are obliged to sleep in 
their great coats, that article of their equipment is worn out 
in a much shorter period of time than that specified by the 
regulations (three years) that it should last, and tliere arc 
no means in this country of replacing them, I therefore 
request your Lordship that 10,000 great coats (as recom- 
mended in the enclosed memorandum) may be sent as an 
article of store, to the Commissary General, to be issued to 
regiments as they may have occasion for them ; and regular 
accounts shall be kept of their issue, and forwarded ifoin 
time to time to the Secretary at War, in order that the pri(‘e 
of these great coats may be charged against the great coat 
fund of the several regiments. 

" I beg leave to recommend that your Lordship should 
order that 20,000 stands of arms and 20,000 sets of accou- 
trements may be sent to Lisbon^, in order to su]>ply the 
casual demands of the army, as well as tliosc of the Portu- 
guese and Spanish Governments, there being at Lisbon at 
present only 1000 stands. 

' I likewise beg leave to recommend to your Lord>shi]> to 
order that a division of infantry, now raising in Castilho 
under Don Carlos de Espana, to which I have supplied arms 
and accoutrements, and to which he is paying great alltm- 
tion, may be supplied with blue clothing. It amounts to 
4000 men, and it is desirable that this blue clothing Bhould 
be sent to Oporto, consigned to the British Commissary 
there, as soon as possible. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of LiverpooV " Wellington. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

* My Lord, ^ Freneda, 23(1 October, 1ft M. 

" The enterprize of Don Julian Sanchez to carry olf ihc 
cattle from Ciudad Rodrigo, adverted to in my last ilispalcli, 
was very well conducted and very successful. During flu^ 
night of the 14th he posted his troops near the places at 
which he had been informed that the cattle from the garrison 
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were usually broiiglii to ^razo in tlio uiorniiig ; and lie cx- 
])ccted that tliey would come to the <^roiiiid ou the left bank 
of the A <]^iu^da, between tlie hills on tlio El Bodon road and 
(lie fort, and he placed two detacliinents of cavalry behind 
these liills. Tlie governor, General Kenaud, had come out 
of the fort and across the Aguoda, attimded by some Stalf 
Ollicers, and cs(mrted by a |)arty of about twxuity C’avalry, 
and he was surrounded l>y Don Julian's detachment us soon 
as he entered the lulls, and was takem, with two oi“ his escort, 
tinder the lire of the guns of the jilace. The remainder of 
the escort escaped ; one of tlui Oflicc‘rs attemding the go- 
vernor having boon wounded. 

" Shortly afterwards Don Julian's detachments on the 
right of the Agueda drove olf the greatest number of the 
cattle which had been sent out to graze, under the guns of 
the Ibrt, on that side of the rivcT. 

* The enemy's troops in front of this army have made no 
movement ol* iiujuirtance since I addresscul your f Aualshi]) 
last. A detachment ot‘ tlie army of the iiorth, whi(‘h had 
crossed the Tormes with a vicuv to jdunder tlie country bc'- 
tween that river and the Yeltes, liave returnc'd to their 
cantonments without deriving much advantage from this 
expedition. 

‘ I havc^ directc^d General Hill to endeavor to force (Ji- 
rard’s division, the blh corps, to ri‘iiri‘ from Gaccn-es, as in 
that j)osiiion they distiTss for jirovisions tlu' troops under 
the Condo do Penno Villemur and (leum'al Murillo, belong- 
ing to General Castanos. General Hill was to move from 
his cantonments on this expedition on the 2*i(h 

HJy the accounts which I have recunvecl from (hidiz to the 
15th instant, I learn that Marshal Huchet liad cmtercsl the 
kingdom of VaUmcia, from ’'rortosa, with num, and 

had advanced as far as Murviedro. He ma<le thr<‘e atlcnupts 
to obtain poss(‘ssion of tin* fort of Suguutum, tu*ar that 
town, by escalade, on the 21)tli of last mouth, in all of which 
he was repulsiMl with considerate loss, and left behind 
him his ladilers. H<» was still at Murviedro on the 4th 
instant. 

^ In the meantime (ieneral Blake had thrown himself into 
Valencia, with 23,000 men, cotnj>oscd of the divisions which 
he had brought with him from Cadiz and from Murcia, and 

2 a2 



356 


PORTUGAL. 


181L 


other troops; all the strong holds in Valencia were occupied, 
and the greatest efforts were making to bring a large force 
into that kingdom, in order to annoy the enemy’s communi- 
cation with his rear. The utmost confidence appears by the 
accounts to be placed in General Blake, and the people of 
Valencia appear determined to co-operate in resistance to 
the enemy. 

' The enemy have not detached from their force in front of 
this army to aid Marshal Suchet. As far as I have been 
able to learn, they expect, in addition to the reinforcements 
which have already joined, sixty five battalions of infantry, 
being the fourth battalions of the regiments now in the 
Peninsula. 

^ Some of these are of course destined for the regiments in 
the corps d’arm^e in the south ; and others for the regiments 
in Catalonia and Aragon, and now in Valencia ; but the 
greater number for the regiments in the armies of the north 
and of Portugal, and in the 5th corps, which are more imme- 
diately opposed to the allied British and Portuguese army ; 
and I understand that they do not purpose to move till these 
reinforcements shall arrive. 

^ I learn from Major General Cooke that he had detached 
1200 men from Cadiz, under Colonel Skerrett, to land at 
Tarifa, and in co-operation with a Spanish corps under Ge- 
neral Copons, likewise to be detached from Cadiz, to en- 
deavor to create a diversion in favor of General Ballesteros, 
against whom the enemy appear to have detached from the 
lines before the Isla de Leon aiid from Seville a considerable 
force. General Ballesteros has taken a position near San 
Eoque, and there is reason to believe that Colonel Skerrett, 
who sailed on the 10th, will have reached Tarifa; but 
General Copons’ force did not sail so soon, and had been 
obliged by the weather to return to Cadiz, and had been 
re-landed when the accounts came away on the 15th. 

" There has been no movement in the north since I ad- 
dressed your Lordship last. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

' Wellington. 


‘ The Earl of Liverpool,' 
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To Li(*ut. Gciicrtd IlilL 

" Mv DEAR HiiJm ‘ Frcnoda, SfRli October, 18U. 

‘ 1 received yours ofllio 23d last night, and 1 now enclose 
a dii])licate of my last nolti, in case by any accident the 
original should liavc miscarried. There is nothing new on 
this side. 

^ Believe me, See. 

‘ JUmt. General Hill: ' Wi-lLLlNOTON. 

To His Ereellenr.i/ Charlefi i^tuart, 

" My dear Sir, *Froiuula, esth October, 18 U. 

* I have received your letter oF the 21 si October, and 1 
shall rcler to the consideration of the Oommissary (ieneral 
the ])aper regarding money and supplies from the commis- 
sariat, which you enclosed. 

‘ Beresford and Dorn Miguel Forja/. know tlu'ir own con- 
cerns best, eeriainly ; but, in my o}>inion, the military chest 
is a separat(^ concern from the commissariat, and it would 
be a convenience that it should commence first, 

‘ Let the (Jovernment stmd me the bill for the labor in the 
arsenal. I rath(‘r helievi' it is for tlu‘ ordnance on the forti- 
lied ground bet.ween the l^igus and the smi. 

‘ I liave heard of the exportations of silver by the Ameri- 
cans, which it does not appear to me to Ik* ])ossible to ]>re- 
vent, excepting hy laying such high dulii*s \ipon the import 
of all articles, including corn, the j^roducc of America, as 
shall prevent tlie Anu*ricuns from resorting to tlic Portu- 
guese markets. 

* When the Americans sell their corn at Idsbon, they must 
receive }>ayment in money ; as, owing to tlio uncomf<>rtal)!e 
slate of alfalrs hidween (heat Britain ami America, they 
cannot take bills upon Ihigluud, because that which they 
would purchase wltli those bills in 3'higland wamld not be 
admitted into Anuu'ica. The only remedy, therefore, ex- 
cepting that of a settUmumt between (Ireal Britain and 
America, is for Portugal to lay high duties tipon the import 
oftlie produce of America. 

' The (jucBtiou \ipon tliis remedy, which will exclude the 
Americans from the l^ortugucse markets, is wlicther the 
Ikirtuguesc can do without the produce of America ? or in 
other words, whether Great Britain and Ireland, the Bar- 
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bary States, and the Greek islands, can supply tlie demands 
of Portugal for provisions? If these demands can be sup- 
plied, I should recommend this measure ; but it is desirable 
that you should write to the Britisli Government upon llu' 
subject, to let them know how the matter stands. I shall 
also mention it to Lord Livcrpool. 

Adverting to the mode in whicli business is done in 
Portugal, I should doubt whether to allix a stamp upon ilu‘ 
Portuguese paper in circulation would be e(|uivai(mt to the 
substitution of a new paper instead of the old. Plu' stamp 
would be the easiest mode of ])roeeeding, but gT(*at car(? 
should be taken to examine the paper; not to stamp any 
niimhers that have been destroyed, and not to stamp two 
numbers of the same denomination. I would likewisi' rv. 
commend, that for each 100 numl)(Ts there should bt^ a 
different stamp, the difference to be known only to particular 
persons. For instance, one stamp from No. 1 to No. 100, 
another from No. 101 to No. 200, and so on. ddiis is more 
troublesome, but it increases the diiliculty of forgery, which 
is the object. 

" Believe me, &c. 

* His Excellency ^ W r: i . i . i N < ; 'r o n . 

Charles Stuart J 


To the Juiz de Fora of Sahu^nl, 

^ Sir, * Frcmula, ‘ifith Octclxa*, isll. 

" I understand that you have again seized nine muh's, and 
four mule loads of cheese, and have taken eight, dollars from 
some Spaniards who were going to sell tluar clu'csi^ to tlu^ 
army. 

" You may be right, for aught I know, in commit ting this 
act of oppression, but I apprise you that your (‘onduct shall 
be inquired into by the Special Commission, and if you have 
exceeded your authority, or what the law directs, you shall 
be punished. 

^ I also hereby order you to have the nine inulos, and the 
cheese, and the money, taken care of, in order that the whoh^ 
may he returned in good order to the Spaniards, in cast* the 
Governors of the Kingdom, to whom 1 have written upon 
this subject, should so direct. 

' I have the honor to lie, &c. 

‘ The Juiz de Fora of SabugaU * WmaaNGTON. 
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To the Jidz de Fora at (iouvm. 

« Sixi, ‘ Frcntula^ 27t]i Ootoluir, 1811. 

1 liavc to inform you, tliat I have ordered for trial, before 
a General Court Martial now silting at (xuarda, tlic cori)oral 
and ])rivate soldier of the 52d regiment, who you complained 
to me had commit.ted an outrage in pressing cars at (jiouvea; 
and I desire that you will beprejiared to send to (iuarda, to 
give testimony before the Court M artial, all the persons who 
were witness(^s of the facts of which you have complained, 
when the Otliccr acting as Judge Advocate with that Court 
Martial shall send to you for them. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Juiz de Fora at Oouvea: ' W KOLlNCiTON. 


To His Exrellenry Charles Ftuart, 

‘ Krenedu, 2711i Ortobor, IHU. 

^ I liavc had the honor of receiving ytmr letter of the 21st 
October, in which you enclosed one of the 19th October from 
Dom Miguel Forjaz, regarding the number of foreignerB in 
the service of the British army now in Portugal. In answer 
to which, I beg you will inform Dom Miguel Forja?., that 
any regulaiion which tlu‘ (»ov(*rnmeni shall make upon this 
Buhject, wliicli it may be praclicable io carry into ex(‘(mtion, 
shall be strictly obeytub 

* I request the attention oi* the (iovernors of the King- 
dom, however, to the following considerations. It appears 
by the statement of the magistrate of Sanlarem, enclosed in 
l)om Miguel Porjarf letter of the 19th, that the number of 
persons employe<l, even in that town, is very inade(|uatc to 
the performance of tile several duties already imposed upon 
them ; and that these persons can scarcely eKist. It is noto- 
rious that tliis is the case in this part of the Kingdom. The 
magistrates of tlu‘ towns and villages liave no longer any of 
tlmt descriiition of business for the ])erformance of which 
they received fees, by which tlu^y wi‘n‘ tumbled to live; and 
they are now starving: they nrv. indiilerent about the tenure 
of their offices, and they perform their cluty with negligence. 

* This is a subject deserving the consideration of Govern- 
ment, upon which, if tliey desire it, I will give them my 
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opinion ; but in the meantime, till a remedy is applied, it is 
desirable that the duties of these same magistrates should 
not be increased. 

Before the first French invasion of Portugal, the laws 
respecting the passage of strangers throughout the country 
were very strict, and were put into execution with some vigi- 
lance. Whether they were at that time necessary or not is 
not now the question, but whether it is expedient to revive 
tliem and increase their severity at the present moment. 

" I have been concerned with the affairs of Portugal I’or 
more than three years, and I have never known an instance) 
in whicL anything was to be apprehended from strangers in 
the Kingdom; and in my opinion, the Governors of the 
Kingdom have given too much importance to persons of 
this description. 

The policy of Great Britain, or of other countries upon 
this subject, does not at all bear upon the question, as 
it may be very necessary to restrain the intercourse of 
foreigners with the natives of these countries ; but it is, in 
my opinion, quite unnecessary in Portugal. 

^ There is another view of the subject which is peculiar to 
Portugal, to which the Intendant of Police has not adverted, 
and that is, there is in Portugal, for its defence, a large 
foreign army, which must have foreigners of all descriptions 
attached to it, and following it ; and every restriction upon 
the intercourse of these foreigners with the country must 
increase the difficulty of defending the country. 

'The Governors of the Kingdom do not appear to be 
aware of the immensity of the machine which has been 
formed in this country for the support of the Portuguese, as 
well as^ of the British army, conducted in all its branches 
by foreigners. Any restriction upon the passage of these 
foreigners through the country would be very inconvenient 
to the military system, unless the restriction coixld be 
removed by passports. But passports, it is well known, 
are liable to abuse and fraud, as well as every other institu- 
tion . and if the description, of the person to whoxn they are 
given is included in them, in order to guard again t fraud, 
they are attended by such an increase of the detail of 
business in the departments of the army, as well as in the 
offices of the several magistrates, who arc to examine the 
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passports and the hearers of them, as would render the 
operations of the war almost impracticahlc. 

" For instance, not only every Ollicer and his servants, 
hut every conductor and his muleteers must liavc passports 
describing the persons of each, which passports must he 
examined at every stage, and signed hy the magistrate 
examining them. If this is not done, no object \vill be 
gained : and 1 beg the Governors of the Kingdom to con- 
sider whether they can prevail upon the magistrates of 
the country, under existing circumstances, to perform this 
duty; and whether there arc any evils existing or to be 
apprehended, to avoid Avhicdi will compensate for the loss of 
time and the trouble which will be the cousccjiienco of this 
system. 

^ I request you to lay this letter before the (ioveniors of 
the Kingdom. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, ike. 

* i/ev Kardlvnry ‘ W KI.LINcrroN, 

Churlcs i^tuarL' 


Cup tain Jouc C/ernrnii Pririru. 

^ Sir, * Freueda, ‘iDth October, 1st I. 

‘ 1 (uu*los(' you the eo])y of the answer which I have 
received to the a])p!icati<)n which I nnult^ to the (iovernors 
of the Kingdom some time ago, in favor of the Munjucy. de 
Ponte de Jama, and the Manjuez (ii‘ X alempi, which I beg 
you will forward to those nohUnnen in the moat secure 
manner ; you will at the same time inform them, that if they 
should come here, they will be tia^uted with every attention 
which I can show them, and that I have no doubt of their 
salety, if they can ])rov(i the case which tiny stated in their 
first addr(‘ss to me. Tell them, that if they should ex- 
perience any diniciilty in making tlu'ir escapi% 1 may he 
able to assist them, hy putting them in communication witji 
one of the partie.s of Spunisli giuTrillus, hnt that in tliatcuso 
they must dt) exactly what the guerrilla chief n\ay demre 
them to do. 

^ I have the honor to l)e. See. 

‘ Captain Jos6 Ckmmti Pirrim: * Wellikotok. 
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To Lieut. General Graham. 

‘ My dear SiRj ‘Freneda, 29th October, 1811. 

^ About the end of last month, when Soult arrived at 
Seville^, Girard came forwards towards the Giuidiana, and 
-General Drouet^ with the other division of the r)th corps, to 
Zafra, from Andalusia. That movement appeared to be 
connected with Marmonfs objects, and Girard aiYc'rwards 
retired. He has since come forward ae^ain, liowover, and at 
first I thought his object was to throw a sujiply into Hada- 
joz, which we could not prevent; but lie has besides pushed 
forward to Caceres, and has driven General Castahos’ ])osts 
beyond the Salor, by which he has distressed him iniudi I’or 
provisions and forage, and it was necessary either to ])re])aiH^ 
to receive these vagabond troops in Portugal, or to r(‘])Ui(:e 
them at Caceres. 

" I therefore desired General Hill to mahe a movement 
with his troops, and to threaten Girard's (‘ommunicatiou 
with Merida by his right, while with the remainder of his 
troops he attacked him at Caceres. 

' I have a letter from General Hill oftln^ 2()th, informing 
me that Girard had that morning ret innl irom Ciuhmh's on 
Torremocha. General Hill was at Malpartida, and in- 
tended to move on the 27th to Aldea ded Cano. As soon 
as Girard should cross the Guadiana, Hill would rtdurn to 
his cantonments, leaving the Spaniards in the country 
about Caceres, &c. 

" As Soult will hear of these movements much about flu* 
time that he mil feel the necessity of reinforcing tlu‘ cen-ps 
sent against Ballesteros, I am in liojjcs (hat they may Ih‘ oi‘ 
some use to Ballesteros. 

' There is nothing new liere tliis morning. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut General Graham: ^ WEtHNi/roN 


To Dr. Fra7iL 

'My DEAR Sir, ‘Frcneda, 20th October, 1811. 

^ I was much concerned to receive this day your Icttt‘r by 
which you apprised me of the necessity that you should go 
to England for the recovery of your iiealth ; and this 
concern was occasioned not less by my feelings for you per- 
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sonally, than by my sense of the inconvenience and injury 
which the army and the public interests will suflEer by the 
loss of your valuable services. 

‘ I do not^ however, yet lose all hope that you will be able 
to return to us ; but if you should not, and you should think 
that I can be of any use to you to forward your views in 
England, I beg that you will let me know it ; and you will 
always find me ready to state my sense of your services and 
merits. 

" General Stewart will send you the oSicial leave for you 
to go home. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

' Dr. Frank: ' Wellington. 

To His Excellency Chay'les Stuart. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 29th October, IS] 1. 

' I enclose you a paper on the Portuguese finance, in answer 
to the paper of the Portuguese Government on the same 
subject, transmitted in your letter of the 24th. I beg that 
you will lay this paper before the Government. 

" You will see by my letter to them of yesterday, that I 
have insisted upon their establishing the military chest, 
although not prepared with other arrangements. My 
opinion upon this subject need not prevent you and Beres- 
ford from acting on it as you please. 

" Believe me, &c. 

‘ His Excellency " W ELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart: 


MEMORANDUM. 

" In considering the paper on the subject of Portuguese 
finances of October, ISll, it is necessary to advert to the 
state of the Kingdom and its credit, the probability of 
success in the war, and the chances which exist that Por- 
tugal may again become the theatre of the operations of the 
war. 

" It is not necessary that I should enter into details on 
all or any of these topics ; but it is obvious that the plan 
which the paper contains of ameliorating the credit of the 
Government, is founded upon a favorable view of all and of 
each of them ; which view, it is probable, would not be taken 



364 


PORTUGAL. 


1811. 


by these individuals, who must be induced by ihcir own 
sense of their private interests to adopt the schemes pro- 
posed in this paper for the amelioration of the credit of the 
state. 

" The object of the Government being* to pay its debts, 
and to revive the credit of the state, is a most laudable one, 
and they shall have every assistance which I can give them 
to cany it into execution. 

‘ In the present situation of the Kingdom, howevtn*, the 
first object, even with a view to re-cstal)lish the cre<llt ot the 
state, is obviously to secure the funds for carrying on the 
war. In this view, and with a view to aid llu^ (.‘ilorts ui 
Great Britain, I proposed to the Government to pay I he 
interest upon paper money, including tlie Apolices (h’amU*s, 
from the 1st July last; to which proposition the Govern- 
ment have added the objects adverted to in the pai)cr of 
October, 1811. 

" I am apprehensive, however, that it is imi)ossn)U^ at pre- 
sent to go farther than I proposed, and that, liowcvta* hotUNst 
and desirable it would be in the Government to fmd means 
of paying the arrears of interest on the i)aper nu>m‘y, and 
the Apolices Grandes, and the debts of the Junta de \'ivertm, 
and of the Marine, it is impracticable, and at tl^c same time 
to carry on the war. 

" It is not a matter of indifference to propose a plan to the 
pubhc for the payment of debts and for the rest oral ion of 
credit, which shall fail to produce its object. For instaiua*, 
the Government will propose that certain individuals, ert*- 
ditors of the state, shall liave the o})lion of purchasing the 
lands and estates proposed to be sold in tlic papcT utnhw 
consideration. I will suppose that these crculitorH are not 
satisfied with this discharge of the debts ; that they think 
the lands, under existing circumstances, are worth nothing ; 
and, above all, that it would not suit their interests to risk 
a farther capital in their improvement. 

"The consequence must be, that the Govcrnineut not 
only mil not have paid their debts in the opinions of these 
persons their creditors, hut they will have incurred the 
farther discredit of having endeavored to induce the jmblic 
to take that in payment of debts which was in reality worth 
nothing. 
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On these grounds I earnestly recommend to the Govern- 
ment to j)rocecd in these measures witli the utmost caution 
and circumspection: to propose no measure to the public 
of wliicli they are not certain that the public will entertain 
a favorable opinion; and to confine themselves in tlie first 
instance to those measures which are absolutely necessary 
to place their credit in such a state us to enable them to 
carry on the war, and to aid their ally. 

" It appears generally admitted that the first of these 
measures is to pay the interest on tlie pii])er money in cir- 
culation from the 1st July last, and with regularity from 
thence forward. 

* The paper money in circulation bearing interest, in- 
cluding The forged paper, is stat(‘d to be 17,2rK),0(K) cru- 
sades, upon which the half-yi‘uvly intert'st would be 121/250 
crusades. Besides this sum. tluua^ is some ]>aper in cinui- 
lation without liearing mte^^st. and tlu‘ total amount in 
circulation, including forgt'd paper, is tunismU's, 

" The cUbci of this measure, eomlfuu^d with others io 
secure the public against forgery* uml tlu‘ tiiture (exactness 
of the Treasury, as well in paying tlu‘ intt‘rest upon tiu^ 
paper, as in issuing pa]KT in its due prt>ju>rtions to money, 
according to law ; viz., half moiu'y ami half pupt*r in every 
transaction, will raise the value of the paper in the market 
to sucli a degree as will allect tht‘ prita* of all commodities, 
and by that means save to Government in its purchases thv 
full amount of the interest which will he iniid. 

' It would likewise be desirable to add to this measure a 
declaration on the part of tlie (iuvermnent tlmt no new 
paper sliould be fabricated. 

I am not cpiite certain whether tlie (Juvernment liavt^ it 
in contemplation to pay the arrears of intm-est on tht‘ paper 
money heyond the 1st of July. 'Hiis <Ioi*h not uppmir to be 
necessary; and I wish here to draw the utttmtiun of the 
Governors of tlu* Kingdom to u principh* which applies 
more forcibly to this descriptiim of paper, bnt which may 
probably with justice be appliisl to the arrears on the 
Apolices Grundes. 

' The paper money has always been a circuluiing security* 
and has generally (particularly of late years) been at a con- 
siderable discount. It is therefore not probable that the 
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individuals who now hold any portion of it, held that portion 
in 1808 or 1809, or at any very distant period for whicli the 
Government might be disposed to pay the arrears of the 
interest ; nor, adverting to the rate of discount which the 
paper has borne in late years, can it be supposed that any 
person who has purchased paper has ever had in contempla- 
tion the probability that the arrears of the interest would be 
paid, and has taken that advantage into consich'nition, in 
the price Avhich ho paid for the papier. I'lu^ (xovernnieni. 
will find the paper money generally in the liands of deahu-s 
in hills of exchange or of speculators, who will have l)oughi 
paper upon hearing of the intention of Government to ])ay 
the interest; and the arrears of interest wliieh (toyenmuuit 
will pay beyond the term stated, viz., the 1st of July, will 
be so much money gratuitously put in the pockets of these 
individuals, not one of whom, most probably, is the indi- 
vidual to whom the interest for the past period is really 
due. 

^ Neither would this measure have any clfect in raising 
the credit of paper money beyond the first moment. If <lu‘ 
interest should hereafter he ])ai(I regularly, such an accui- 
mulated debt on account of interest could never again be 
incurred, and the public would have no reason to expect 
such an advantage in future. 

The measure next for consideration is ihc payment of 
the interest on the Apolices Grandes. It a])])ears that tin* 
securities of this denomination, which are exlant, as I un- 
derstand, besides the paper money, amount io II,SiS,or>r> 
crusades, the half-yearly interest of whicdi a])]K‘ars to b(‘ 
295,452 crusades ; which, added to the half-yearly inier<‘st 
on the paper money, 431,250 crusades, would inuk(* a total 
of interest half-yearly amounting to 727,702 crusades. In’om 
this sum the 10 per cent, income tax would be to bc^ de- 
ducted, being 72,670 crusades, wliich would leave the cdnirge 
upon the public 654,032 crusades. It a])pcarB to mo that 
the public revenues would be able to defray this sum, and 
I would therefore recommend to Government to pay the 
interest from the 1st July on the Apolices Grandes, as well 
as on the paper money, and hereafter regularly. 

^ They ought, by a public act, to allot a particular deno- 
mination of the public revenue to defray these demands of 
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state wiped away as with a sponge ; that it has been three 
times invaded ; and that the war, with its chances, still con- 
tinues. The holders of Apolices Grandes, even though 
they are the original lenders to the state, are not unaware 
of these circumstances, and the Governors of the Kingdom 
may depend upon it, that there is not one of them who will 
not consider himself too happy in receiving payment of the 
current interest ; and that there is not a thinking man in 
Europe who will not be of opinion that tlie Governors of 
the Kingdom will have acquitted themselves handsomely 
by the creditors, and will have redeemed the credit of the 
state, by the payment of the interest of their debts from the 
1st of July. 

‘ The next subject for consideration is the payment of 
the debts of the Junta de Viveres, and of the marine ; and 
I acknowledge that I consider this measure more important 
to enable the Government to carry on the war, than to pay 
the arrears of interest of the Apolices Grandes. Accord- 
ingly, I recommend to the Government that, if upon a review 
of their income and their expenditure, they should liavc 
reason to believe that a sum can be spared to j)ay these 
debts, they should allot it to their payment in certain pro- 
portions by instalments. 

‘‘ One of the consequences of the loss of credit is the 
increase of price of every article which is purchased, far 
beyond its real value ; by which increase of price, the seller 
endeavors to compensate toliimself for the delay in rccciv- 
ing payment for the interest of his money during the period 
of delay of payment, and for the risk which he incurs that 
he will never be paid at all. The Governors of the King- 
dom may therefore be satisfied that they will do strict jus- 
tice to these creditors of the state, if they can find means of 
allotting a sum to liquidate their demands gradually by 
instalments, proportionate to the amount of their several 
demands. The first step towards settlement should be to 
ascertain the amount of the debts, and this alone will in- 
crease the credit of the Government, If it should not be 
possible to allot a sum to defray these debts by instalment, 
when their amount should be ascertained, I would rather 
recommend to mortgage that part of the revenues of the 
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Brazils which has lately been made over by the Prince 
Regent of Portugal to the assistance of this Kingdom, to 
raise a loan in England which should liquidate the whole. 

^ In regard to the other measures adverted to in the 
paper, they would be beneficial at any other time than the 
present, but at present they are impracticable, without 
mixing up these questions with those of public credit, which 
are so very delicate. The Government can easily ascertain 
the truth of my opinion upon these subjects. 

^ Let the lands to be brought into cultivation, or the . 
estates of the crown, be advertised for sale, with all the ad- 
vantages proposed to be granted to the purchasers ; and the 
Government will find that at present no man will purchase. 

^ If no man would purchase, what man would lend his 
money upon the security of these same lands, or of their 
produce from cultivation ? 

" I am not acquainted with the law adverted to in the 
paper, which has for its object to prevent the exportation of 
specie ; but I am apprehensive that it cannot be put into 
execution. The exporters of specie, to the great distress of 
the army, and the min of the countiy, are the American 
merchants, who have brought to Portugal articles of the first 
necessity ; these merchants cannot venture to take in pay- 
ment bills upon England, because the non-importation law 
in America would prevent them from importing into their 
own country the goods which they would purchase in Eng- 
land with the produce of these bills. 

^ They must continue, therefore, to export specie from 
Portugal as long as the non-importation law of America 
shall continue in force ; unless the Portuguese Government, 
upon finding the inconvenience of this drain of the precious 
metals, shall adopt measures to put an end to the importa- 
tion into Portugal of the produce of America. The Govern- 
ment should consider whether the country can do without 
the importation from America ; whether Plis Majesty’s do- 
minions, and his influence with the Greek islands and in the 
Barbary States, would procure for the country the articles 
of first necessity which it requires ; and if these articles can 
be procured in this manner, it is a measure of vital import- 
ance to put an end to the trade with America. 

^ Wellington/ 

2 B 
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To Lieut General Graham. 

^My DEAR Sir, ‘ Freneda, 30th. October, 1811, 10 a. m. 

I enclose two letters from Don Carlos, containing an 
account of the enemy’s intention to collect a force at Frades, 
near Endinal, I conclude with a view to realize the contribu- 
tion in the Sierra de Francia. 

^ There is nothing new here. 

Believe me, &c. 

^ Lieut. General Graham.^ ‘ Wellington. 

To Lieut. Colonel Sir Howard Douglas^ Bart. 

^ Sir, * Freneda, 30tli October, 1811. 

" I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 1 6th 
instant. 

" The enemy has naturally turned his attention to the 
occupation of Santoha and Santander, as being the only 
stations that can be called ports on the northern coasts of 
Spain, which it may be supposed might be used by the 
British Government, either for the purpose of communica- 
tion with the guerrillas, or to interrupt the enemy’s com- 
munications with the frontiers of France from his armies in 
Castille. 

^ In Catalonia he has likewise turned his attention to the 
ports on the coast, because there is no practicable road from 
the frontiers of France through that province excepting by 
the coast; and in Valencia he has done the same, because 
the road from Catalonia into Valencia leads by Tortosa 
along the coast. 

^ But the policy and plan of the enemy’s operations do 
not lead him to the coast ; and he might be in possession of 
the coasts of Galicia, while his tenure of the province would 
be very insecure ; and he might be able to maintain himself 
in the province, while the allies should be in possession of 
Ferrol, Coruna, the island of Aroza, and Vigo. 

^ It is, hoAvever, very desirable to endeavor, in case of 
accident, to have the means of communicating with the in- 
habitants of Galicia ; but adverting to the importance and 
known goodness of the harbor, I have always been induced 
to consider Vigo and the Bayona islands to be the most 
important point to be secured, if it should be found im- 
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practicable to secure Fcrrol and Coruna. It would be very 
desirable, tliercfore, if you would talv(^ an opportunity of 
examining these islands, and of com])aring the advantage's 
of their situation and of that of the island of Aroza ; and 
likewise the maritime advantages of the port of \dgo, with 
those of the river Aroza; and of forming some notion of tlu^ 
measures which it would l)e necessary to ado])t to dehmd 
the Bayona islands, compared with those necessary for llu^ 
defence of ihe island of Aroza. 

‘ I am concerned to observe that (Jcneral Ahadia meets 
witli any dilficulties from the Junta of Galicia. 1 have 
desired General Alava to write to General Ckistahos upon 
this subject. 

‘ Some time ago the Junta of Galicia applied to me for 
pecuniary as>sistance, to which application I wrot(‘ them the 
letter of which 1 cncloscj the draft, whi<‘li I suspe(‘t that th(»y 
have never communicatcHl to Genera! Abadiu. ! beg that 
you will show it. to him, as some of tlu' facts and principh^s 
stated in that letter may be of tise to liim in his discuHsiunH 
with the Junta. 

‘ I enclose a letter, which 1 beg you will transmit to 
Longa. 

* 1 have the honor to be, 

‘ Lit*ut, Ciihynel •> * WinaaNC^TON. 

To thii Right Hon. Henry // Htvuky. 

^ My dkah Hknky, ‘ Fronoda, noth OctoW, IBU. 

‘I have received your letters of the lUtli and 1 5th, and 
one from General Cooke of the IHth. and 1 now enclom* 
<*opies of my dispatches of the 23d and this day, from whlt'h 
you will learn the state of affairs here. 

‘ I <lirected Marshal Beresfonl to siunl you all tin* urmH 
w<‘ could spare from this country, not <‘xcceding stamlH. 
But wc^ liave no accoutrenumts. Bcreslbrd will Ud you 
know how many stands he sends you. 

‘ I do not know whether you are aware that the Spanish 
Government arc s<mding troops to America. Alava lately 
showed me a letter to Castuhos, in whicli great credit in 
taken for the activity with which this force, which I under- 
stood was to consist of 8000 men, was getting ready. They 

2 B 2 
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have withdrawn for this service two regiments of GOO men 
each, from Galicia, who had lately been completed with 
arms by the British Government. This was done much 
against the inclination of the Junta and inhabitants of the 
province ; and much to the annoyance of Abadia, who ap- 
pears to be going on well himself ; but he is thwarted by 
the Junta. 

" Ever yours most affectionately, 

‘ The Right Hon, H, Wellesley: ^ WELLINGTON. 


To His Excellency Charles Stuart, 

' My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 30 til October, ISIK 

" I received last night your letter of the 2Gth ; and I beg 
that you will tell Dom Miguel Forjaz, that so long as ho con- 
ducts himself in his office with the fairness and zeal which 
have characterized his administration since I have been in 
this country, he shall have my support ; and in my opinion, 
if the Prince Regent’s promise can be relied on, his services 
will in future be favorably viewed. At all events, the con- 
tinuation of the uncomfortable situation in wliich I liavo 
lately stood in respect to the Government, can be of no use 
to Dom Miguel Forjaz. I think I should not have been 
justifiable if I had not taken advantage pf the Prince’s 
letter to me, and of his recent orders respecting the military 
departments, to put an end to it ; and I am much mistaken 
if the measure which I adopted will not be of as much use 
to Dom Miguel Forjaz, as to the cause in general, in the 
increase of our influence with the Prince, by showing him 
that at least on our side there is no intrigue. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

^ His Excellency ‘ Wellington. 

Charles Stuart: 

To Lieut, Colonel Torrens, Military Secretary to the 
Commander in Chief, 

‘ Mt dear Torrens, ‘ Freneda, 30th Octoher, 1811. 

a am sorry to tell you that Dr. Frank, the Inspector of 
Hospitals, IS so unwell as to he obliged to go home ; and 
the department under him is so important, that if, as I fear, 
he should not he able to come out again, it will he necessary 
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that wc should have the most active and in<eHif!;cni person 
that can be found to fill his stat ion. 

am very xinlucky in this respect. Kx(‘e])tin<; in the 
Quarter Master GeneraVs department, I liave had two, and 
in some instances three didorent ]>ersonK jti thci head of 
every department in ihc^ army. Here have beam ihrei' 
Ofllecrs second in command: and (umm’al OllictTs corn* 
manding divisions and brigades, and OflicerH, have l»etm 
changed repeatedly; and there is not one Gcmeral Othetn* 
now with tlie army who eamo out with it, exct‘j>ting Hilh 
and he was at home for six months last year; and (lamphell, 
and he was at liome for the same jandod the year bt^fore- 
last, and is now going again ; and (hmeral Henry C-ampheU, 
who was at liomc lor two y(‘ars. 

‘ Believe' me, &c. 

‘ LimL Colonel Toirrn^^.'' ‘ KLiaNciTt>N» 

To the Karl (*/ Liverpool^ Srrreffiri/ of Sfatr, 

^ My Loud, * Krcuiulu, .'ititU OetaUor, isu. 

‘ The detachment of the army of the north which was at 
Ledesma, moved from tlnmce towards Salamanca* on the 
28tli instant, and it is generally supp<wc'd that tint tniemy 
are ahout to collect a forct^ in tlu‘ ludghhoriiood of the 
Sierra do Francia, with a vuwv ])ndmh!y to rearo^.t* the heavy 
contribution winch they luivtt laid on 1hi‘ vil!agt*s in that 
part of the country. 

‘ Excepting that movement, the troops ttf the armies of 
the north and of Portugal have made mnu^ since I arldressed 
you last, 

^ The last report I received from (General Hill was dutt'd 
at Malpartida de (vaceres, on tlu" 2t>th, (»t‘neral (Jirurd 
retired from (hiceri's on that nu^rning, aiul ld<‘Ut. («ent*nd 
Hill intended to move upon Ahlea del ( uuo on the 27ih, 
The oversowing of tin* riv<‘rs, in conse<|uence tjf t!u^ rain, is 
the reason of my not liaving tu*ard from him for two or 
three days, 

' He will return to his eantoiirntmts as soon uh lie nhall 
have placed General (mtahoH* jnmtH, under the Contle 
dc Penno Villcmur, in posseHsion of Cuccren, 

" By the last uccountn which 1 have from Cadix of tlu^ 
18th, it appears that (iencral Ballesteros had retired under 
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the guns of Gibraltar, and that the French were at San 
Eoque, and had taken possession of Algeziras. Colonel 
Skerrett’s detachment had arrived at Tarifa, but the 
Spanish detachment under General Copons, with w^iich it 
was intended to co-operate, had not been able to leave 
Cadiz on account of the weather. 

‘ I have received no further accounts from V alcncia. 

" It appears from all the accounts which I have received, 
that the guerrillas are increasing in numbers and boldness 
throughout the Peninsula. One party, under Teinprano, 
lately retook, at the very gates of Talavera, Lieut. Coloncd 
Grant of the Portuguese service, who had been taken in tlu* 
beginning of September in Upper Estremadura, while em- 
ployed in observation of the enemy’s movements. Both the 
Empecinado and Mina were very successful against some of* 
the enemy’s posts and detachments, when their armies were 
lately collected for the relief of Ciudad Ilodrigo ; and Longa 
was likewise very successful in the neighborhood of Vitoria, 
in the middle and towards the latter end of September. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl ofLiverpooL^ ^ WklliN(»T(>N. 


To the Earl of Lwei'pool, Serretarj/ of State. 

‘ My Lord, ‘Frenoda, 30th Octobor, 181 U 

^ I have the honor to enclose a letter from Marshal Sir 
William Beresford, containing Brig. General Wilson’s 
application for permission to accept the honor conferred 
upon him by His Royal Higlmcss the Priiicc Regent of 
Portugal. 

" I beg that your Lordship will be i)leascd to lay these 
letters before His Royal Higlmcss the Prince Rcgcmt, and 
that you will obtain His Royal Highness authority for 
Brig. General Wilson to wear the Insignia of the Order of 
the Tower and Sword, of which His Royal Plighness the 
Prince Regent of Portugal has nominated him a Com- 
mander. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

" Wellington. 


‘ The Earl of Liverpool.^ 
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To the Earl of Liverpool Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord, ‘ Freneda, 30tli October, 1811. 

" I have the honor to enclose a memorandum, &c., showing 
the mdde in which it is wished that the clothing, &c., should 
be made, for which I applied to your Lordship for Don 
Carlos de Espaha, in my dispatch of the 23d instant. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ W Ellington. 

To Lieut General Graham. 

f Sir, ‘ Freneda, 1st November, 1811, 9 A. m. 

^ I enclose a letter from General Castahos, with its en- 
closure from General Giron, which contains the only account 
I have received of General Hill since the 26th. He has 
done his business very handsomely. 

‘ I likewise enclose a letter of the 28th from Salamanca, 
and one from Don Carlos de Espaha, with an intercepted 
letter from Souham. This last shows the object of the 
collection of troops at Salamanca; and I think it not im- 
probable that Dorseniie will move with the whole of the 
army of the north and the Plasencia division of the army of 
Portugal. Indeed this is almost certain from the number 
stated in the Salamanca letter to be coming from Toro. 
They generally diminish numbers at Salamanca ; but adding 
even the numbers stated to the two divisions already upon 
the Tormes, the force is a good strong one, and forms 
altogether no inconsiderable part of the army of the north. 

" I propose to endeavor to strike a blow, if possible, upon 
this occasion, and to bring the army up for that purpose. 
It is very desirable, therefore, that you should come to the 
front. I propose to move head quarters to-morrow to 
Guinaldo ; but as you will have to cross one of the bridges 
of the Coa, notwithstanding that the river is falling, you 
had probably better halt at Sabugal or Alfayates ; or, if 
you come by the lower bridges, somewhere hereabouts. 
General Craufurd tells me that the Agueda was fordable 
yesterday, but that of course was above the junction of the 
Vadillo. If it should be fordable below the junction of the 
Vadillo, I shall not move more troops to the right of the 
Agueda thau the Light an4 6th divisions. Otherwise I 
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propose to collect the troops as they come up between the 
Agueda and the hills. 

^ I was very sorry to hear of Captain ’s conduct, 1 

had intended to delay to niahe any general rule on the 
subject of the authority of the Provost, till Captain * * * 
should be tried, who lias been in arrest above thrc'c nionfhs 
for misconduct of the same description. But 1 iind that 

Captain ’s is not the only instance that has occurred of 

similar misconduct and abuse of authority, notwithstanding 
the conversation whicli took place on this subject in the 
army generally at the time of Captain 's arrest, 

showed that the authority and duties of tlic Provost W(‘r(^ 
well understood, and rendered it probable that, a similar 
abuse would not take place. Indeed this conviction, iu)t. 
less than the desire to leave tln^ whole subject open for 
Captain* * * *’s defence, induced mo to delay laying 
down any general principle upon it 

^ I have the honor to bo, &c. 

^ Lieut, General Graham. ^ WnuLlNCcroN. 

'P. S. I find that the letter from Salamanca of Ilu» 'JSth, 
is not from our friends, but from a person Ihere to one of 
Don Julian’s commanders. It is probable, therelbro, that 
the report is premature ; but at all events there is no harm in 
our moving. Murray thinks that you had better mmn the 
Coa at the Ponte Sequeiros, and come to Villa Mayor or 
Alfayatcs to-morrow. ‘ \V.’ 


To LictiL Gcmeral Graham, 

^ My DF.AR Sir, ‘ Fmioda, Sd November, 381 1, 10 a. m. 

^ After I had written to you the day l)efbre yc'sterday, I 
went to the ford of Molino de Flores, and found that horses 
could pass there ; and I thought it most ])robable that even 
then, but certainly if the fair weather continued, the ford o 
Pastorcs would be practicable for everything next morning. 

^ However, upon my return home, I received further 
intelligence, which showed that the proposed collection of 
troops would not he made, and that Thiebault hud set out 
on the 30th from Salamanca, to join the troops collected 
fiom. Alba, and that they were within six loaguc.s of Ciudad 
Rodrigo on the night of the 30th. It was useless, there- 
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fore, to move o\ir troops, excepting those in front, and I 
thought it just possible that "i'hiebault might have been 
d(^hiyc(h anti that we might liave a choice of intercepting 
the convoy, by crossing at the ford of Pastores yesterday. 
We were however too late, as the governor and his l>ullocks 
arrived in the preceding night Indeed 1 saw tlie enemy’s 
lires in the Sierra do (Havilanes yesterday morning, as I was 
going from hence towards Kl Potion, before daylight 

‘ Idle trooi)s which moved will rtdurn to their quarters 
this day* 

‘ The enemy w^mt off again before daylight yesterday, and 
took tlie road of Salamanca. 

' I liave not yet received 1 1 ilfs report of his affair. His 
brotliei* canu* lu‘rt‘ the day ludbre yesterday; and it a])pcars 
that Hill (‘{>niplct(‘ly surprised the enemy, lie ivas at 
Alcuescar on the evening t)f the 27ih, within three miles of 
tliein, and they did not know it ; and he moved before day- 
light next morning, and formed for 1h(‘ atta(‘k within two 
hundr(‘(l yards of on(‘ of their stmtries, wlio <lid not see our 
troops ! 

* 'The rt'sult is as stated by (hmeral The name 

of th(‘ (hmeral Officer is ]{run. They hoped to take 
Ciirard. 

‘ B(*llevc me, &c. 

* Lirnt* Urnvml (ira/tum.' ‘ Wfulincton. 

7o Ilh' Kwiinti*!/ CharlvB Stuart. 

‘ SlU, ‘ Frencda, ad November, 1 HU. 

* 1 beg leavt' to ac<iumnt you, for the information of the 
Portuguese (government, that 1 have direci(‘d the Purveyor 
to the forces to pay the t‘xpenses incurred by the University 
i)i' (himbra in supplying the British hospitals, &e., tlu* ac- 
counts which wma* enclost»d in your leUi‘r of tlu* 17th Sep- 
tenduu-, with the (‘X<H*ptiou of tht» (diarge for bedding and 
utensils taken From the Imspltal of the city by tlu‘ soldiers, 
which cannot be atlmitted, as tlu‘ attmulants should not 
have p<n*milt(‘d those things Ik» taken away, without 
making a n^iresentatiou t>n the Hubj(*ci to the proper 
authorities, 

' I have the honor to bo, &c, 

‘ Ilia Kxcellmry * WELLINGTON, 

Charles Stuart." 
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To Major General,Pear.ockc. 

c ‘ Frenetlu, 5th November, IHI 

^ I have had the honor of receiving’ your letter of the 30 
October^ regarding a ration of wine for the sokUc*rs of tl 
regiments in the garrison of Lisbon, See. 

^ I beg that you will inform the Conituauding OOieers 
regiments, that wine forms no ])art of the soldiers rati 
when he receives frcsli meat. It lias bec'U issued to 1 
soldiers of the army as an indulgence, originally, only wh 
they made long marches, or wore expost‘d to bad weathe 
but by subsequent orders of the late Commander of t 
Forces more frequently. 

There are reasons for continuing the issue of \vin<^ 
spirits to the soldiers with the army, which do not alFc 
those at Lisbon. The pay of tlic soldiers with the army 
unfortunately considerably in arrear, wliilc that of t 
soldiers at Lisbon is regularly given to them. The Ibnn 
therefore, have it not in their power to purchase unythi 
which might he offered for sale: the hitler hav<‘ not oi 
the means of purchasing what th(‘y recpiin’ ol‘ tlii.s (U\seri 
tion, but they can find something to purciuise, 

^ Upon the whole, therefore, 1 am unwilling to burtli 
the public with this additional cx})enHt‘, which it does r 
appear to me to be necessary to incur. 

‘ I have the honor to bt‘, 

‘ Major General Pear.oche.^ ‘ \ V !•: M , l N < /i o n , 


To Lieut* Colonel 7orre/is\ Militanj Serrelart/ to the 
Commander in Chief, 

^ My dear Touukns, * Frenedu, <)th No\cmln*r, IHI 

"I hear that measures are in contemplation to alter t 
clothing, caps, &c. of the army. 

^ There is no subject of whicli I understand so little; at 
abstractedly speaking, I think it incUlferent how a soldier 
clothed, provided it is in a uniform manner; and tlmt 
is forced to keep himself clean and smart, as u soldier oug 
to be. But there is one tiling 1 deprecate, and tlmt is a 
imitation of the French, in any manner. 

^ It is impossible to form an idea of the inccmvcmienc 
and injury which result from having anytliiug like the 
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cither on horseback or on foot. and his piquet were 

taken in June, becaixsc the* 3d hussars had the same caps as 
the French Chas\'iein\^ a ChevaL and some of their liussars ; 
and I was near being taken on tlic 25th Scptcinber from the 
same cause. 

" At a distance, or in an action, colors arc nothing : the 
profile, and shape of the man^s cap, and his general appear- 
ance, arc what guide us ; and why should we make our 
people look like the Frcncli? A cockcd-Uuled liorse is a 
good mark for a dragoon, if you can get a side view of him ; 
but there is no such mark as the English lielniet, auH, as 
far as I can judge, it is the best cover a dragoon can have 
for his head. 

" I mention this, because in all probability you may have 
something to say to these alterations ; and I only beg that 
toe may be as dilferent as possible from the French in every- 
thing. 

‘ The narrow top caps of oxir infantry, as ()ppos(‘d to their 
broad top caps, arc a great advantage to those who are to 
look at long lines of posts opx)osed to each other. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut, Colonel Torreris: ‘ WELLINGTON. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secirfari/ of l:^t(iie. 

^ My Lord, * Frcneda, fJth November, IBU. 

' I informed your Lordshij), in my dispatches of the 23d 
and 30th October, of the orders which 1 had given to 
General Hill to move into Estremadura with the troops 
under his command, and with his progress to the 2Gth 
October. 

‘ He marched on the 27th by Aldca del Cano to Alcuencar; 
and, on the 28tli, in the morning, surj)rised tlie munuy's 
troops under General Girard at Arroyo Molinos, and dis- 
persed the division of infanti'y and the cavalry which had 
been employed under the command of that Giuicral, taking 
General Brun, the Prince d’Aremlxu'g, and above 1300 
prisoners, tlirec pieces of cannon, &c. See., and having killed 
many in the action with the enemy, and in the subsequent 
pursuit. General Girard escaped wounded ; and, by all the 
accounts which I have received. General Dombrowski was 
killed. 
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' I beg to refer your Lordship, for the details of Lieut. Ge- 
neral Hill’s operations to the 30th October, to his dispatch* 
to me of that date from Merida, a copy of which I enclose. 
I have frequently had the pleasure to report to your Lordship 


* Lieut, General R. Hill, to Ge7ieral Viscount Wellington^ 

( ]vxy Lord, ^Merida, 30th October, 1811. 

pursuance of the instructions which I received from your Excellency 
to drive the enemy out of that part of Estremadura which lies between the 
Tagus and the Guadiana, and to replace the corps under the command of 
Brig. General the Conde de Penne A^illemur, in Caceres, (from which town 
it had been obliged to retire by the superior force of the enemy,) I put a 
portion of the troops under my orders in motion on the 22d instant, from their 
cantonments in the neighborhood of Portaiegre, and advanced with them 
towards the Spanish frontier. 

‘ On the 23d the head of the column reached Alburquerque, where I learned 
that the enemy, who had advanced to Aliseda, had fallen back to Airoyo del 
Puerco, and Caceres, and that the Spaniards were again in possession of 
Aliseda. 

‘ On the 24th I had a brigade of British infantry, half a brigade of Por- 
tuguese artillery (6 pounders), and some of my cavalry at Aliseda, and the 
remainder of my cavalry, another brigade of British infantry, and half a 
brigade of Portuguese 6 pounders at Casa de Castillana, about a league 
distant. 

^ On the 25th the Conde de Penne Villemur made a reconnaissance with his 
cavalry, and drove the enemy from Arroyo del Puerco ; the enemy retired to 
Malpartida, which place he occupied as an advanced post with about 300 
cavalry and some infantry, his main body being still at Caceres. 

‘ On tbe 26th, at day break, the troops arrived at Malpartida, and found that 
the enemy had left that place, retiring towards Caceres, followed by a small 
party of the 2d hussars, who skirmished with his. rear guard. I was shortly 
afterwards informed that the whole of the enemy’s force had left Caceres, but 
the want of certainty as to the direction he had taken, and the extreme badness 
of the weather, induced me to halt the Portuguese and British troops at Mal- 
partida for that night. The Spaniards moved on to Caceres. 

‘ Having received certain information that the enemy had marched on Torre- 
mocha, I put the troops at Malpartida in motion on the morning of the 27th, 
and advanced by the road leading to Merida, through Aldea del Cano and 
Casas de Don Antonio, being a shorter route than that followed by the enemy, 
and which afforded a hope of being able to intercept and bring him to action, 
and I was here joined by the Spaniards from Caceres. On the march I re- 
ceived information that the enemy had only left Torremocha that morning, 
and that he had again halted his main body at Arroyo Molinos, leaving a 
rear guard at Albala, which was a satisfactory proof that he was ignorant of the 
movements of the troops under my command. I therefore made a forced 
march to Alcuescar that evening, where the troops were so placed as to be out 
of sight of the enemy, and no fires were allowed to be made. 

‘ On my arrival at Alcuescar, which is within a league of Arroyo Molinos, 
everything tended to confirm me in the opinion that the enemy was not only 
in total ignorance of my near approach, but extremely off* his guard, and I 
deteimined upon attempting to surprise, or at least to bring him to action, 
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the zeal and ability with which Lieut. Clcneral ITill had car- 
ried into execution the ox)crations intrusted to his charjje ; 

before he should march in the morniug, and the necessary dispositions wi'ro 
made for that purpose. 

‘ The town of Arroyo Molinos is situated at thts foot of one t‘xiremity of fhi* 
Sierra de Moutanches, the mountain running from it to the rear in the form uf 
a crescent, almost everywhere inaccessible, the two points being about two miles 
asunder. The Truxillo road runs round that to the eastward. 

‘The road leading from the town tt> Merida runs at right angles with that 
from Alcucscar, and the road to Medellin passes between those to Tru\iU(» and 
Merida, the grounds over which the troops Imd to inammvre being a plain 
thinly scattered with oak and cork-trees. My object of course was to place 
a body of troops so as to cut off the retreat of thi^ tmemy by these roads. 

* The troops moved from tlieir bivouac near Alctioscar about 2 t>\‘lock in 
the morning of the 2Sth, in one column, right in front, direct tnx Arroyo 
Molinos, and in tlie following order : IMajor (leuerul the lion. K. Howard’s 
brigade of infantry (1st bait, f)0ih, 71sl, and 92d regiments, and v>ue company 
of the both); Clolouel Wilson’s l)rigade (1st batt. 2'^th, 2d bait, dith and 
dlltb regiments, and one ta)inpauy of tln^ bOth); (>th l\>rtt»»';m*se regiment of 
the line, and r>th eaeadores, umler (\donel Ashworth ; tlur Spanish iidaulry 
under Hrig. (hnieral Morillo ; iUajor (teneral lajug's hrigadci of cavalry (2d 
hussars, btU and Idth light dragoons); and the Spanish cavalry-, tmder the 
(Joude do l*enno Vilhumu*. They moved iji this (>rd«T tmlil within half a mile 
of the town of Arroyo Molinos, where under cover of u low ridge tin* cidttmn 
dotted, and divided into thrvv' columns. Major (■Jenenil Howard’s brigade, and 
throe {> pounders under Lieut, (kdouel Stewart, sujiported l»v Brig, (huieral 
Morillo’tt infantry, the left; (bdonel Wilson's brigade, the Portuguese infantry 
under Oolone.l Ashworth, two b pounders and a howitzer, the right, under Major 
(lem'ral Howard; and the cavalry the centn*. 

‘ As the da}' dawned a violent storm of ruin and thick mist came on, undrr 
covt*r of whidi the columns advanced in (In* ilirectiim and in Hie outer whn h 
had been pointed out to them. The UTt column, under Lieut. fNdonel StrWiitt, 
inarched direct upon the town. The 7jist, one company of the bUth, and U2tl 
regiments, at ipiarter dUttmcoi and the f»Ulh in cluse column, somewhat in the 
rear with the guns ft« a reserve. 

* The right column, umler Major Ouneral Howard, having the dOth regim ent 
as a reserve, broke oft* to the right io as to turn the enemy’s left, ami having 
gained about the distance of a cunuort shot to that ftsnk, it marchml in h 
circular direction upon the furthtw point of the crescent, on the mountain above- 
mentioned. 

‘The cavalry under Lieut. Csenerul Sir \V. Krukine moved between tin* two 
columns of infantry, remly to net in front or move round either of them as 
occasion might require. 

‘ The advance of our colmun warn uuperceive<i hy the enemy until they ap- 
proached very near, at whieh moment he wus tiling out of the town n|am ihe 
Merida road; the rear of his column, some of his cavalry, and part of hrs Wg- 
gage being still in it, One brigade of his infantry had marclmd for Mcdellm 
mi hour before daylight. 

* Th« 71st and U2d regiments charged into the town with cheers, and drove 
the onemy everywhere at the jiomt uf llm Uayonot, having a fow men cut 
down by tins enemy’s cavalry. 
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and I have great satisfaction in repeating my commendations 
of him, and of the hrave troops under his command, upon the 

‘ The enemy’s infantry, which had got out of the town, had, by the time 
these regiments arrived at the extremity of it, formed into two squares, with 
the cavalry on their left, the whole were posted between the Merida and 
Medellin roads, fronting Alcuescar; the right square being formed within half 
musket shot of the town, the garden walls of which were promptly lined by 
the 71st light infantry, while the 92d regiment filed out and formed line on 
their right, perpendicular to the enemy’s right flank, which was much annoyed 
by the well directed fire of the 71st. In the meantime one wing of the 50th 
regiment occupied the town and secured the prisoners, and the other wing 
along with the three 6 pounders skirted the outside of it; the artillery as 
soon as within range firing with great effect upon the squares. 

^Whilst the enemy was thus occupied on his right, Major General Howard’s 
column continued moving round his left, and our cavalry advancing and cross- 
ing the head of the column, cut off* the enemy’s cavalry from his infantry, 
charging it repeatedly, and putting it to the rout. The 13th light dragoons, 
at the same time, took possession of the enemy’s artillery : one of the charges 
made by two squadrons of the 2d hussars and one of the 9th light dragoons 
was particularly gallant; the latter commanded by Captain Gore, and the 
whole under Major Busche of the hussars. I ought previously to have mentioned 
that the British cavalry having, through the darkness of the night and the 
badness of the roads, been somewhat delayed, the Spanish cavalry under the 
Conde de Penne Villeinur was on this occasion the first to form upon the plain 
and engage the enemy, until the British were enabled to come up. 

‘ Th^ enemy was now iu full retreat, but Major General Howard’s column 
having gained the point to which it was directed, and the left column gaining 
fast upon him, he had no resource but to surrender, or to disperse and ascend 
the mountain. He preferred the latter, and ascending near the eastern ex- 
tremity of the crescent, and wliich might have been deemed inaccessible, was 
followed closely by the 28th and 34th regiments, whilst the 39th regiment and 
Colonel Ashworth’s brigade of Portuguese infantry, followed round the foot of 
the mountain by the Truxillo road, to take him again in flank. ' At the same 
time Brig. General Morillo’s infantry ascended at some distance to the left with 
the same view. 

^ As may be imagined, the enemy’s troops were by this time in the utmost 
panic, his cavalry was flying in every direction, the infantry threw away their 
arms, and the only effort of either was to escape. The troops under Major 
General Howard’s immediate command, as well as those he had sent round the 
point of the mountain, pursued them over the rocks, making prisoners at every 
step, unti^ his own men became so exhausted and few iu number, that it was 
necessary for him to halt and secure the prisoners, and leave the further pur- 
suit to the Spanish infantry under Brig. General Morillo, who from the 
direction in which they had ascended had now become the most advanced; 
the force General Girard had with him at the commencement,^ which consisted 
of 2,500 infantry and 600 cavalry, being at this time totally dispersed. In the 
course of these operations Brig. General Campbell’s brigade of Portuguese 
infantry (the 4th and 10th regiments), and the 18th Portuguese infantry, 
joined from Casas de Don Antonio, where they had halted for the preceding 
night ; and as soon as I judged they could no longer be required at the scene of 
action, I detached them with the brigade consisting of the 50th, 71st, and 92d 
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present occasion, in which the ahility oi*1h(' (ionoral, and tht^ 
gallantry and discipline of the OHiccts and troops, have been 
conspicuous. 

re'^imonts, and Major Gonoral Lduu^’h brijjjado of cavalry, fowards Merida ; Uu^y 
reached San l^cdro that nij^ht, and onfered Merida this inonhn}^^; the etunny 
having; iu tho cournc ot tho ni;^ht retreated froin hence in s^n-at ulurtn to 
Ahnendralejo. Tho (londc do Venue X iUeintir formed the .idvunced jjfoard with 
hirt cavalry, and had entered the town pnwious to the arrival of fin* British. 

‘The ultimate consequences of theKe opeiutions I need not point ont to 
your Lordship; their immediate result is the capture of one General of cavalry 
(Bnm*), one Colonel of cavalry (the Prince d' Aremher^), one lAtnitenanl (hdonel 
(^Chef d' ICtat Ahjor)^ one aide de camp of (ieneral (tirnrd. two Lieutenant 
Colonels, one rommmnirt’ de (fuerre, thirty Captains and infeniu OtficerH, ami 
upwards of 1000 men, already sent oil* under an escort Portale^re ; the 
whole of the eiiomy-H artillery, bai^j^a^e, and eomnuHhariat, aoine mngaxineH of 
corn, which he had collected at Caceres and M(‘rida, ninl the contrihntitni of 
money which he Inul cidlected on the former town, hesi«h‘s tin* total dispersion 
of General Girard's corps. The loss of the (‘nemy in killed must also havt* heen 
severe, while that on our side was eomparatively tvi^liu^^ as ap]a'm‘H hv the j»c 
compnnyinji^ n'turn, in which your Lordship will lauieut ti> see the tmnie of 
lat'ut. 8in‘nuwi<r., aitU* de camp to Lieut, (ieuer.il Sir W. Krsknie, a hose 
extreme |i;aUantry h'd him into the midst of the enemy’s cavalry, and occasioned 
his huinjj; taken iiriKt)ner. 

* Thus has (‘uded an exp<*dition which, aUhouji(h not hrlngiu^: into play in the 
full extent the p;allrtntry and spirit of thoKO enjfu^ed, will, I trust, j,five thtnn a 
claim to your Lordship’s appr(d)ation. No praise of miuo can ihr justice to their 
admirable conduct, the. patience and good-wiU shtnvn by till ranks during fitreed 
marches in the worst wetither, their strict attention to the orders they receivetl, 
the precision with which they uujved to the attack, ami their ohedivuii!' fo 
connuand <lurin^ the action. In short, the manner iu which evtuy (me has per-^ 
formed his duty, from the tirst commencement tif the operation«, merits mv 
warmest thanks, ami will nut, I am sure, pass \umhHet'\etl hv yonr Lordship, 

'To Lieut. General Sir W. Krskine I must express my ohhj;ations for his 
assistance and advice upon all occasions, 'i’o Major <h*neial the lion, K. How- 
ard, who dismounted ami heade<l his tumps up the difticult ascent <trtltc 
and throuj^ifhout most ably conducted his eohiinn ; am! to Major Cfcneral Louf^*, 
for his exertions at the liead of his hrij^ade, I feel myself particularly indelded. 
I must also (*xpress my ohli*.pitions to (’idune! WiUon, (hdonel Ashworth, and 
Lieut, (hdonel Stewart, commandin;^ hrigmles, lor the aide m.umef in which 
they led them. 

* Lreut. Golonel (hnueron, I.ienf. (’oUmel the Hon. II. Cadopan, Llmt, Cohotel 

the Hon. A, Aluueromhle, and Lieut. Lidoio K Fenwirk, Muter, oud Lmd&ay. 
Majors Harrison uml Busehe, Major V.irk (cMmiuaudiU;' the livjht ei.mpauu s . 
»nd Huptaiu (iom, comimvndinj; the IHh Bpht druKoous, Mapit Uarlfnann. 
conmmndinp the avtillery, Lieut. < 'oluuel Grant and MajMr Bnminpham id 
the Vortut^uese service, (‘.iptnin Aiiiapu of the Hortupm-M- .otiHety (whose 
gun» did so much execntiim i, h»-\erully meiit mv warmest ap|tr»do»trun hy Ihrir 
conduct; and I must not umd to mention tla*ev, itn us maile h\ <iener«l 

Gamphell and his trotq^h to arrive m tnno to put- iheir assiataiice. 

Giron, tho chief ot tieneral (hrstanos’ stall, and si coml in euimnand of the oth 
Spanish ftrtny, hav don^ me the honur to accvinpiuty niv during thci^c g|»er*itioi}ii , 
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" I send, mth General Hill’s dispatch, a plan of the 
ground and of the operations on the 28th of October, by 

and I feel much indebted to him for his assistance and valuable adtice. Brig. 
General the Conde de Pemie Villemur, Brig. General Morillo, Colonel Downie, 
and the Spanish Officers and soldiers in general have conducted themselves in a 
manner to excite my entire approbation. 

^ Having now, I hope, accomplished the object of your Lordship’s wishes 
with the troops under my command, I shall give them one clay’s rest at this 
place, and then return towards the Portuguese frontier for the purpose of 
replacing them in cantonments. 

‘ To Lient. Colonel Rooke, Assistant Adjutant General, and Lieut, Colonel 
Offeny, Assistant Quarter Master General, for the able manner in which tht‘y 
have conducted their departments, and also for the valuable assistance and 
advice which I have at all times received from them ; to the OfHcers of the 
Adjutfint and Quarter Master General’s departments ; to Captain Squire, Royal 
Engineers, for his intelligence and indefatigable exertions during the whole 
operations ,• and to Captain Currie and my personal staff, my wannest thanks 
are due. 

‘ This dispatch will be delivered to your Lordship by Captain Hill, my first 
aide de camp, to whom I beg to refer your Lordship for all further particulars. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* Gewerez/ , < Rowland Lieut. General, 

Viscount Wellingioiiy K,B. 

^ P, S. Since writing the above report a good many more prisoners have 
been made, and I doubt not but the whole will amount to 13(K) or MOO. 

^ Brig. General Morillo has just returned from the pursuit of tlu? dispcirst'd, 
whom he followed for eight leagues. He reports that, besides those killed in 
the plains, upwards of 000 dead were found in the woods and mountains. 

‘ General Girard escaped in the direction of La Serena with 200 or 300 men, 
mostly without arms, and is stated by his own aide de camp to be wounded. 

‘R. n.’ 

Beiurn of Killed, Wounded, and Missuig, of the Corps of the Annij wider 
the command of General Plscowit Weilinijion, K li., wider the immedhiie 
orders of Lieut, General R. Ilillj in the action iviih the French Armg near 
Arroyo Moliim, on the 28t/i of October, 1811. 
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Captain Hill, the General’s brother and aide de camp, who 
attended him in the action, and will be able to give your 
Lordship any further details which you may require. I beg 
leave to recommend him to your protection. 

^ Lieut. General Hill has since returned to his cantonments 
at Portalegre, having left General Castahos’ troops at 
Caceres. 

It would have been useless for General Hill to push his 
operations beyond the Guadiana, as Drouet, with the other 
division of the 5th corps, would have retired before him; and 
equally so to remain at Merida. He would not have main- 
tained his position beyond the Guadiana, and he would 
always have been liable to a hurried retreat by a movement 
of a superior enemy to the bridge of Badajoz. Neither 
could he have remained at Merida without increasing the 
difEculty and expense of the subsistence of the troops, and 
augmenting the distance from, and rendering more difficult 
the communication with, this part of the army. I there- 
fore desired him to return to Portalegre as soon as he 
should have put General Castahos’ troops in possession of 
Caceres. 

^ After I had written to your Lordship on the 30th of 
October, I received information on the 31st that the enemy 
were making preparations for the collection of a large corps 
at Salamanca, and for their march in this direction, with a 
view to convoy in safety a new governor, and a further sup- 
ply of provisions and stores, to Ciudad Rodrigo, of wliich 
preparations the movement from Ledesma, reported in my 
dispatch of the 30th, was a part. 

^ The reports received on the 31st afforded ground for 
belief that the army of the north, with one division of the 
army of Portugal, were to be assembled upon this occasion, 
and I was therefore induced to make arrangements for col- 
lecting our army on the right of the Agueda to attack them; 
but the heavy rains which had fallen just at this period filled 
the Agueda, and the fords were no longer practicable ; and 
the enemy took advantage of this circumstance to clfcct their 
object, by means of one division of infantry, and about 600 
cavalry. 

" The new governor of Ciudad Rodrigo, General BarrI6, 

VOL. Yin. 2 c 



386 


PORTUGAL. 


1811. 


moved from Salamanca on the 30th of October, and, oii the 
1st of November, at night, arrived at Ciudad Rodrigo, es- 
corted by one division of infantry, and 600 cavalry, collected 
from their cantonments on the Upper Tonnes, and brought 
•with him a considerable number of cattle for the gan-ison. 
The state of the fords of the Agueda, till the morning of the 
2d, prevented our troops from making any movement to 
prevent his communication -with the place, and the enemy 
had marched on their return befoi-e daylight. 

“■ I have before now described to your Lordship the river 
Agueda as a military feature in this country. It is difficult 
for an army to pass this x-iver at any time ; but the only road 
by which it is practicable for an army to pass to the eastward, 
when the rains have filled the rivers, is by the bridge of 
Ciudad Rodrigo ; and the torrent of water in the AgucMla 
during the rains is of that description, that it is impossible 
to overcome this obstacle. I hope, howcvei’, soon to have 
the means of passing the river in the state in which it is 
usually in winter. 

‘ According to the last accouixts of the 22d October, whieffi 
I have received from Cadiz, General Halle, stcros was still 
encamped under the guns of Gibraltar. No attack had been 
made upon Tarifa ; but the Spanish troops, under General 
Copons, had not ai'rived there. 

‘ The eixemy had made a second attack xipon Saguntum, in 
Valencia, on the evening of the 8th of October, but had bcion 
repulsed, it is stated, with considerable loss; and it was 
believed that Marshal Suchet was about to retire. I have 
since heard of the march of 9000 men by Calatuyud on the 
21st of October, by one channel, on their return from 
Valencia ; by another, that they were going to join Marshal 
Suchet from Aragon. 

' It is possible that he may have been obliged to retire by 
the want of pro'visions ; and the second attempt to obtain 
possession by storm of a post against which he had not bro- 
ken ground, affords a hope that he was distressed in this 
manner; but I have no doubt that the Trench have the 
means of increasing their force iix Valencia to the amount 
stated, without detaching from the armies of the north, of 
Portugal, and of the south, which are kept in check by us. 



1811. 


FRKNKDA. 


387 


'In ilic inoaniiine, I sec by accounts of tlic Vltli October, 
from Valencia, lliai General Blabc began to feel distress for 
the want of provisions, and of money to ]>urcbase them. 

' No movement has been made in the north since 1 wrote 
to your Lordship last. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ' WKLiaisGTOK. 

To the F.tirl of Lwvrj)<ioly Srnriari/ of Slat 
' Mv DKAR Lord, * Froueda, Gth Novombor, 181 U 

‘ I enclose a letter* from General Hill, which, besides his 
dispatch, shows his wishes regarding his Otficcrs* 1 pavticu- 

* Lifitt. (teuey'ul 21. Ililiy to Qcuertd liscoimi IVvlliugtoHf K.B* 

' My dkau Loiu), Morida, aOtU Odober, 1^11* 

* lu luy ivpm't which ucnmuiauics this I have endeavored tt> {jjive your 
Lordship us tailhrul a detail of the (iccurrenpes of eaeh day us possible, and 1 
liave to request, that should your Lordsbip deem the advautii}.!;^ I h«vt» |;(niued 
over tlu‘ emn\jy of sutheiiuit eousetpience to send an OJlicer to Kn^lantl vvdh the 
report of it, my iirst aide <le camp, (hiptain lliU, may he the In-arer of it. 

‘ Never did troops hehtivc better than those winch your I,<iriUhip has Iwtu 
ideased to plaet^ under my rommund, and I <h> feel they arc dcH'rvinj^ of »ny 
mark of approbation yumr I.ordship may feel dispohed to confer on them, either 
by seledinjjj individuals fur promotion or otherwise, us to your Lordship may 
app(‘ar most suitable. I however, clearly to he tmderntoud, I have held 
out nothin};; of the kind to thenu 

‘ I do n^uin mosl strong;)} ri‘ci>mnu‘nd tt> your hor<lship’.s protedion my uido 
du camp, (’upluin Cuiaiv', <d' the ‘.HUh ie};iiueut, uu t Mticer of eij^hteeti years* 
active service, I’rtnn the manner in whit h your l.otdship was ph'used to favor 
the lute memorial tif this Otlieer, i Imve reason to hope he has hiHn); promotctl 
before this; ht>t as there may he u delay, 1 will thank your Lordship to iiUiurt 
his promotion by a sceond upplieatitni. 

* Tt> the jceal and iudefati^ijnblo exeditms of Captain Krptire, Hayul KttgUmers, 
I slniU ever feel indehteth and I do most stro»p;ly recomntvnd him for that 
pronuitiou which is so justly tine to bis merits and to the service, I ^an uwnre 
your Lonhhlp th.d his kiio\vledp;o of the Spanish UoKuame han ormhh'^l me to 
co-operate most <*ordially w ith the Spuniatals, and that hU military knowledj^o 
has contriliutisl very tmudi to our late sueecss, 

* Lii'Ut, Jhiyh'v, dlst rcipna nt, Deputy Asnistaut Adjutant ticuetal, 1ms bi>^w 
louy; \isehihy vuiplovcd on the t tall of this eoips of the army. He is an tMIlcvr 
of eleven veins’ htamhuj^, and I htutiq;h leiumiueitd htm fet ptomulum, 

* X iun happy to mbl that the r^ieni* hI haiutony subhi .teil aoum^st the allitnl 
troops durio om lute opi-rulunr., .m*l that nolhiuj,;; cimld rxcted the goudwtll Attd 
friendly tlispositiou id' the iuli.ibitants of the thslni’t tluouj^h which wo pAittfd* 
I mention it as a NinjLjubir mslaueo t f tiilehty and putradism, that wUhuu^h thu 
inhabitants of Alcuescuf to f^eneial, an also those of Arroyo MuUruw, kn«w 
of the arrival of tins allied Iruups in the vicirnty uf i\m formar pUeoj utt tho 
night of tho lii7lhj not a man could he seduced from his duty, and the enemy 

2 c 2 



388 


PORTUGAL. 


1811 . 


larly recommend to your protection his brother, Captain Hill; 
and I hope that the Commander in Chief will promote his 
aide de camp. Captain Currie. 

‘ It would be particularly agreeable to me, if some marie of 
the favor of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent were 
conferred upon General Hill ; his services have been always 
meritorious, and very distinguished in this country, and he is 
beloved by the whole army. 

^ At the passage of the Douro, he commanded the detaoli- 
ment which first crossed the river, after General Paget was 
wounded, which maintained itself against all the efforts of 
Soult’s corps ; and he commanded a division, distinguished 
himself, and was wounded in the battle of Talavcra. He 
has since commanded a separate corps of this army ; he lias 
shown the greatest ability in all the movements wliicli lie 
has made ; and nobody could have been more successful 
than he has been in his late operation. 

' In recommending him, as I do most anxiously, I really 
feel that there is no Officer to whom an act of grace and 
favor would be received by the army with more satisfaction 
than on General Hill. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool.^ ^ Wkllington. 


remained in total ignorance of our near approach. On the other hand, I was 
correctly informed of everything going ou in Arroyo MuUnos during the night. 

f In writing my official report I found it difficult to state the distiact services 
of some Officers, from the nature of our operations; but 1 am sure your Ijord- 
ship will be pleased to hear of the extreme good conduct of Coloiud Cadogau 
and Colonel Abercrombie, two Officers of the greatest iiromise. 'The conduct, 
too, of General Howard has been uniformly praiseworthy. The I\Iiu’i|iiis of 
Tweeddale has evinced great zeal and personal bravery, and several other 
Officers of the staffi distinguished themselves. I cuimot injustice omit Captain 
Blaquiere of the 60th regiment, who went into the town of Arroyo Molinos, 
in the night of the 27th, and brought me the most correet inroiinatiou of the 
enemy’s situation. The commissariat department has been well conducted by 
Mr. Routh, considering the circumstances under which lie acted. 

‘ Lieut. Hillicr, of the 29th regiment, who has been employed ou the recou- 
naitring service for some time past, has been extremely useful on this Occasion, 
from his intimate knowledge of the country which we passed and of the 
Spanish language. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

^ General < Rowi.ano Iln.n, Lieut, General* 

Vhaount JVelUn^ionf K,B' 
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To Lieut, General Hill. 

f * Freneda, 7tli November, 1811. 

" I have-liad the honor of receiving your letter of the 30th 
October from Merida, and I congratulate you upon the suc- 
cess of your expedition into Estremadura. 

^ I beg leave, at the same time, to return you my thanks 
for the zeal and ability which you have manifested in carry- 
ing into execution the measures which I had recommended 
to your attention in that province, and I request you to take 
an opportunity of assuring the General OjSScers and troops 
under your command, that I have perused with the greatest 
satisfaction your report of the patience, perseverance, gal- 
lantry, and discipline, of their conduct throughout the late 
expedition ; and that I have not failed to make my sense of 
these qualities known to His Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent, and to His Royal Highness the Commander in 
Chief, as well as to the Portuguese Government. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

* Lieut, General Bill: ' Wellington. 


To Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ My dear Hill, ‘ Freneda, Sth November, 1811, 10 p.m. 

I have just received your letter of the 7th, 4 r. m. 
Churchill did not arrive till the afternoon of the 6th, but 
the delay did not signify, as I stopped the packet, and your 
brother could not arrive at Lisbon till late on Sunday, or 
even Monday, on account of the same cause, the badness of 
the horses on the road. I have likewise perused your letter 
to Lord Fitzroy Somerset of the 7th ; and you will have 
heard from Churchill, that I concurred in the arrangements 
you had made respecting Brim’s carriage, the guns, and the 
horses or mules for them. 

' The money which remains should be given to General 
Castanos. The Prince d’Arcinbcrg is a great card, being a 
member of the Confederation of the Rhine, and a Prince of 
the Imperial family ; that is to say, married to Mademoiselle 
Tascher, Josephine’s niece, who was to have been married to 
Ferdinand VIL You should take care, therefore, that in 
any communications he has with liis brother, or other 
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Officers^ lie has the attendance of a sharp English Officer^ 
and the sooner he is sent off the better. 

^ I send you cartels for the exchange of Lieut. Strenuwitz 
and Captain Nixon, for Lieut. Du Bourg and Captain 
Margen; and take care that our Officers are at your posts 
Ayhen the French Officers are s(^nt in^ otherwise they will play 
you the tricks they did to me last winter about Percy and 
Carden. 

^ In respect to MackwortK he is a Lieutenant, and I can- 
not allow a Captain to go in exchange for him ; but you. may 
name any Lieutenant of those you have taken in exchange, 
for whom I will give Mackworth a cartel, and the Officer you 
will name shall either be sent to France, or back to the 
army ; I should prefer the former. If this will not suit, I 
will write to England, that a Lieutenant may be sent back 
to France in exchange for Mackworth, and when I shall 
know his name, I will give Mackworth his cartel. 

' Tell Captain Larchier that I am sorry I cannot allow 
him to go, but that I will write to the Commissioners in 
England to desire that they will exchange him by the ear- 
liest opportunity. I beg that you will inform the Comte 
d’Erlon*, that with every desire to oblige him, I am much 
concerned that a regard for the interests and honor of my 
own country, and of the Officers and soldiers placed under 
my command, will prevent me from complying with his de- 
sire that the Prince d’Aremberg, Colonel Hudry, and the 
chefs^ de bataillon, Veiten and Voirol, should return to the 
French army on their parole ; that I am concerned to state 
that the Commissioners for prisoners in England have in- 
formed me that they have sent to France several Officers 
prisoners on their parole, not one of whom has ever returned, 
nor has the same indulgence ever been extended to British 
Officers prisoners in France. 

^ I am sorry to add to this statement, that in the course of 
three years, during which I have been opposed to the French 
armies in the Peninsula, the French Generals have not 
allowed one Officer to come back upon his parole, excepting 
Lieut. Mackworth, who was allowed to return by the Mare- 
chal Due de Baguse. 

' I beg you also to inform the Comte d’Erlon, that I have 

General Drouet, 
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received with the greatest concern the accounts which have 
reached me of the ill treatment of the prisoners of the allied 
British and Portuguese army taken by the French army of 
the south. He who has served in the French army of Por- 
tugal knows how I have treated the French OfScers and 
soldiers who have fallen into my hands, and how many of 
them I have saved ; indeed, nobody ought to know this 
better than Marshal Soult ; yet I am sorry to say, that the 
Officers and soldiers who have been taken by the army of 
the south have been treated most shamefully. 

^ I observe Brito’s intelligence regarding Soult’s move- 
ment, which has certainly been occasioned by yours ; how- 
ever, you are in safety, and you have now only to attend to 
the instructions I sent you to watch the enemy’s movements 
upon Campo Mayor and Ouguela, and endeavor to ascertain 
the exact strength of the enemy in Estremadura; and I may 
probably request you to try what you can do with them 
again. 

Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut, General Hill" * Wellington. 

To the Bight Hon, Henry Wellesley, 

‘ My DEAR Henry, ‘ Freneda, 8tli November, 1811. 

^ I have received your letter of the 22d, and I enclose the 
copy of my last dispatch and its enclosure ; and likewise a 
private letter from Hill. He has done his business very well. 
I have desired him to give the guns, mules, and money taken 
from the enemy to Castahos, so that the Spaniards will be iu 
very good humor with us for a day or two. 

" I believe we had at one time more than 17,000 sick and 
wounded, but 7000 to 8000 of them were wounded. I never 
saw any army so unhealthy. Every man that came out from 
England went to the hospital immediately after, if not be- 
fore, he joined the army, and several of the old Walcheren 
cases appeared again. We lost but very few, and they are 
now recovering, but we have still 14,000 in the hospitals. 
Notwithstanding, however, that I have sent home about 
1000 effective men in three weak regiments, wc have 3000 
men fit for duty more than we had when the French were 
here in September. 

‘ The sickness of our army might as well not have ap- 
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peared in the Spanish newspapers. But the liberty of the 
pressj as it is called, at Cadiz, is as prejudicial to us as 
something of the same kind is in England. 

^ Lardizabal’s story affords a curious commentary upon the 
modern notions of liberty. The Cortes began Avrong, and 
they will never be right till they constitute a stout executive 
Government, and have sense enough to confine themselves 
to be a branch of the legislature. 

^ Ever yours most affectionately, 

■ The Right Hon. H Wellesley: ' Wellington. 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 8th November, 18X1. 

"You will have seen my answer to the Portuguese Govern- 
ment on one point of the Prince’s letter about Olivenga; 
viz., to order that the Portuguese hag might be kept flying 
there. In point of fact, the Portuguese and Spaniards were 
fighting there when the place was taken, and I arrived at 
Elvas last April, which matter I settled by ordering out the 
Portuguese, and desiring Castanos to take possession of the 
place. 

" The other point I did not touch upon ; because, in a 
discussion with the Portuguese Government, I have no con- 
cern with His Majesty’s arbitration of their claim upon 
Spain, that Oliveni^a shall be restored to them. 

" But what is the nature of this claim, and what is Great 
Britain to arbitrate ? The claim is one upon the goodwill 
of Spain, as Olivenqa was ceded by treaty, as formally as 
Trinidad was ceded by treaty to us. There is no difference 
about the treaty which Great Britain could arbitrate ; but 
His Majesty will have to use his influence with Spain to 
make the restoration. His Majesty must take care that 
Spain does not on the same grounds require from him the 
restitution of Trinidad. 

" In respect to Dom Miguel Forjaz, it is my opinion that 
he ought to confine himself, in his letter of justification to 
the Prince, to the charges contained in the Prince’s letter to 
me, without alluding to private reports, &c. of his being the 
cause of my being on a bad footing with the Government. 
It is difficult to say what will be successful and what other- 
wise, in these Governments of intrigue ; but in my opinion. 
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the broad distinct line is the best. The Prince accuses him 
of want of zeal and love for his service, and of disobedience 
to his orders ; and not of fomenting differences. 

^ It is difficult, excepting by protestation, to prove the 
negative of the first two charges ; and in respect to the 
last, I should recommend him to defend himself as I have 
defended him, by saying that he is the Officer of this Go- 
vernment, and can neither obey nor disobey, excepting by 
their orders, and beg that His Koyal Highness will descend 
to facts, or justify him. 

^ In regard to other points, he ought not to refer to them, 
or suppose it possible that he can be charged with causing 
or fomenting differences. They may clear him of the for- 
mal charges in the letter of the Prince to me, which is all 
that is on record against him ; but if I know them at all, 
they never will allow that I could have quarrelled with 
Principal Souza, if I had not been misled by Dom Miguel 
Forjaz. I alone can set that matter right, which I shall do 
in my answer to Dom Miguel Forjaz, which I shall send 
him in English. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

*His Excellency ' WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart, 

^ P. S. By the bye, is it wished that I should answer No- 
gueira’s paper ? ^ W.’ 

To Colonel Lobo, 

f Sir, ‘ Freneda, 9 th November, 1811. 

" I enclose a letter which I have received from Lieut. 
Hay, who lately passed through Abrantes in charge of the 
French General, Kenaud, who, it appears, having occasion to 
complain to the Juiz de Fora that the GeneraVs servants 
were robbed, was sent for by the Juiz, and abused and ill 
treated by him. 

' It is always my wish to support the authority of the 
Portuguese civil magistrates, but I am sorry to say that 
they in general conduct themselves in so arbitrary and im- 
proper a manner towards the Officers of the army, that it is 
impossible for me to interfere in their favor. 

" In this case the French GeneraVs servants were robbed 
in the house of the Juiz de Fora, and what was so natural 
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as to suspect that the Juiz de Fora’s servants had committed 
the robbery ? Is it offensive to a magistrate in whose house 
an Officer is robbed^ to inform the magistrate that his ser- 
vants are suspected? Is suspicion proof? Or is there any- 
thing in such a statement which ought to disturb the temper 
of a reasonable man to such a degree as to induce him to 
call an Officer before him to insult him ? The fact is, that 
if the civil magistrates of the country expect the support 
of authority, they must conduct themselves as magistrates 
ought, and protect Officers and others from robbers ; and I 
must say, that if there had been any civil police in Abrantes, 
the French General could not have been robbed in the 
house of the Juiz de Fora. 

" I beg that you will communicate these my sentiments to 
the Juiz de Fora of Abrantes. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Colonel Loho: " Wellingtok. 


To Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ My dear Hill, ‘ Freneda, 9t]i Novemljer, 1811. 

" I have not written to you since the 22d, as I had nothing 
new to instruct you, and I would not interrupt your opera- 
tions. 

" Nothing could be more satisfactory to me than all that 
you did, and I am happy that I had determined to send 
home your brother with the report of your transactions, be- 
fore I had heard that it was your wish that I should do so. 

^ He and Churchill will tell you how we are going on 
here. 

Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General HilV ^ Welli^^gton. 

To Lieut, General Sir Stapleton Cotton^ Bart. 

‘ My dear Cotton, « Freneda, 9tli November, 1811, 10 a. m. 

^ I have written to General Graham, to request that the 
board of Officers may see the horses which he and his staff 
received from the lots sent out for the Officers of the cavalry; 
and I shall be obliged to you if you will desire Colonel 
Elley to fix the time at which he will see them: 

' 1 am very much concerned to hear such bacl accounts of 
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the — th light dragoons. It is difficult enough, God knows, 
to find forage for a regiment of cavalry anywhere ; but it is 
not impossible, as the Officers of other regiments have 
proved. 

All depends upon the diligence and attention to their 
duty of the Officers; and I can only say, that if any circum- 
stances exist in the — th regiment to render them less effi- 
cient than other regiments, I must take their horses from 
them, and give them to other regiments who will take care 
of them, and send the regiment to Lisbon to do duty there, 
and eventually to England. 

^ I shall be sorry to be obliged to adopt these measures 
by a regiment of which I have reason to entertain a good 
opinion ; but dragoons are worse than useless, if their horses 
and appointments are not taken care of, and we must get 
rid of all of this description 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut, General ^ Wellingtok. 

Sir S. Cotton, Bart,' 

To J, Bissett, Esq,, Commissary General, 

^ My dear Sir, * Freneda, ilth November, 1811 

" I am sorry to enclose a report which I have received 
from the 7th division regarding the want of bread by the 
troops. I shall be obliged to you to let me know from what 
magazine those troops draw their supplies; how that maga- 
zine was supplied according to the last returns ; and what 
means of transport there are at the disposal of the Com- 
missaries of the 7th division, particularly of Mr. Carey. 

" It is very desirable that the troops should have at all 
times in their cantonments six days’ bread and six days 
corn. Accidents from the swelling of rivers would then be 
avoided ; and in case I should have occasion to move the 
troops, it would not be impossible. 

‘ I shall be obliged to you if you will let me know also, 
how the several divisions of infantry, regiments of cavalry, 
brigades and troops of artillery, now stand for supplies. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ J. BisseU, Esq., < Wbllingtcw. 

Commissary Generali 

* Now Sir John BisSett, K.C.H* 
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To General Don Carlos de Espafia. 
c ‘ Freneda, Utli NovemTser, 1811. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s 
letter of the 11th instant, and I have ordered Lieut. Eeid, 
of the Royal Engineers, to proceed to your Excellency’s 
head quarters, in order to obey such orders as you will give 
Viim respecting mining the bridges of Yecla and Cerralvo. 

^ I concur entirely in the opinion of your Excellency, re- 
garding the importance of these points, whether with a view 
to offensive or defensive operations, and I would occupy 
them, only that I find it impossible to support my troops 
from the magazines, at a greater distance from those maga- 
zines than they are at present. 

If I had the command of money, to pay in ready money 
for all the supplies which a division or larger body of troops 
would consume in advance of the Agueda, it might not bo 
inconvenient to occupy the Yeltes and Huelva with one of 
our divisions, which would effectually secure the points re- 
ferred to. But I cannot at all times command ready monc}', 
and the people in Spain, however well inclined, will not part 
with their supplies without ready money ; and it is impossi- 
ble for me to pretend to supply a division at such a distance 
in advance from the magazines. Under these circumstances, 
whatever may be the inconvenience resulting from tlie ene- 
my being in possession of the passages of those rivers, we 
must be satisfied with adopting measures to secure them 
wliich may not prove adequate to their object. 

‘ I have the honor to bo. See. 

‘ General ‘ WrllikgtON. 

Don Carols de Espafia' 

To Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ My dear Hill, ‘ Freneda, 12th November, 1811. 

‘ I am much distressed by Strenuwitz’s coming away ; 
however, as he had more reason than another to be alai-med 
for the consequences of staying with the French, I excuse 
in him what I would not excuse in another. However, we 
must put the best appearance on the transaction that we can, 
and I beg you to write to the Comte d’Erlon, and tell him 
that as I had already signed and sent to you the cartel for 
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Lieut. Du Bourg, I would not withdraw it, but desired that 
that Officer might be sent back in exchange for Lieut 
Strenuwitz ; that I beg, however, to protest against the 
notion that an Officer who is under charge of a guard is 
bound, by any implied parole, not to make his escape from 
that guard ; that the contrary has been admitted in a late 
correspondence which I have had with Marshal the Duke of 
Ragusa, and that the French General Officers may depend 
upon it, that as long as they continue the hitherto unheard 
of mode of confining Officers under a guard, and not leaving 
them at liberty upon their parole, they must expect that they 
will take advantage of the favorable disposition of the peo- 
ple of Spain to make their escape. 

^ I enclose a cartel for Strenuwitz, to be given to himself. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘Lieut General EilV ‘ WELLINGTON. 

To Major General Alexander CamphelL 
‘ My dear Campbell, ‘ Freneda, I3tli November, 1811. 

" I see that Colonel has published his letter in an- 

swer to mine on the affair of the Barba de Puerco, I imagine 
garbled in the usual Jacobin style, and preceded by a state- 
ment, the meaning of which is (as far as I can understand 
it) to insinuate that I, or my friends, have published my 
letter. I write in hopes that this will catch you at Lisbon, 
to intreat you on no account to be drawn into a war in the 
newspapers with this fellow. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* Major General ^ WELLINGTON. 

A, Campbell,* 

To Lieut, General Hill, 

‘ My dear Hill, ‘ Frcncda, 13th November, 1811. 

^ I have received your letter of the 1 1th, and I enclose a 
cartel for Lieut. Mackworth in exchange for Lieut. Miramon. 
I write to desire that Lieut. Miramon may be sent from 
England to France, in cxcliangc for Tfieut. Mackworth. 
Pray desire the latter not to throw himself unnecessarily in 
the way of being taken, till J-iicut. Miramon can have ar- 
rived in France, which will be in about three weeks. As 
you have written to Drouet that you would send Du Bourg 
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for Streu‘u^vitz, it is scarcely worth while to write the letter 
which I recommended to you yesterday. 

Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut . General Hill: ' Wellington. 

To His ExceMency Charles Stuart, 

^ My D3i:AR Sir, ‘Freiicda, 13th November, 1811. 

" I was pretty certain that the establishment of the mili- 
tary chest and other measures were delayed by tricks. If 
they execute the former measure as I intended, it is quite 
disconnected with all others, and there is no reason what- 
ever for its delay, excepting to give time for the operation 
of intrigue at the Brazils. 

" I do not know what plan had for Exchequer bills 

and the fabrication of paper. I have also a plan for Ex- 
chequer bills, but not at Lisbon, where they would ruin us 
and the Portuguese Government also. As for paper, they 
must positively fabricate no more. 

^ is a very extraordinary personage \ at the same 

time that he was in ecstasies of admiration of Mr. Pitfs 
plans of finance, the foundation of which is credit acquired 
by honest and plain dealing, and he urged these plans, 
right or wrong, upon this bankrupt Government ; he was 
urging upon them likewise all the wild, revolutionary i>lans 
of America and France, fabrication of paper, selling of 
crown lands, mortgaging estates of emigrants, &c. 

" I enclose the draft* of my letter to the Portuguese Go- 
v^ernment about 01iven<ja, The Princess Carlotta appears 
to get on apace. 

" Believe me. See. 

‘ His Excellency ^ WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart: 

To the Earl of Livej'pooU Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord, * Freneda, 13th November, 1811. 

^ By the accounts which I have received from Cadiz of 
the 29th October, it appears that the enemy had retired 
from Algeziras and San Roque on the night of the 21st 
October. General Ballesteros had pursued their rear guard, 
against which he had some success. 

* This draft is missijig. 
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" Colonel Skerrett conducted with great judgment the de- 
tachment of British troops, of which he had the command 
at Tarifa, and his movements towards the enemy’s commu- 
nications must have sho^vn them the impracticability of their 
remaining in the position which they had taken. 

" The service on which Colonel Skerrett’s detachment was 
sent from Cadiz having been effected, I propose to suggest 
to Major General Cooke the expediency of re- calling it, 
and the Regiment de Watteville will be sent to its destina- 
tion forthwith. 

" I have received no further intelligence from the eastern 
coast since I addressed your Lordship on the 6th instant. 
I learn from intercepted letters that the enemy have ac- 
counts that the army of Murcia had moved upon Cuenca, 
with a view to co-operate with the guerrillas, in intercepting 
the communications of Suchet’s corps ; and it is reported 
that there has been a general insurrection in Aragon, since 
the troops have been withdrawn from that kingdom for the 
expedition into Valencia; but of this I have no certain 
accounts. 

^ Nothing important has occurred either in Estremadura 
since General Hill returned to his cantonments, or in this 
quarter since the governor arrived at Ciudad Rodrigo. The 
enemy have augmented their force in Estremadura, but I 
imagine only with a view to introduce in security a convoy 
into Badajoz, as I understand that they have barricaded the 
streets of Merida since General Hill withdrew from thence ; 
and likewise those of Marta. 

It is reported that there are troops in movement towards 
Benavente, but I have not any intelligence of these move- 
ments on which I can depend. 

" It appears that the country on both banks of the Tagus 
as far up as Aranjuez, has been made over by the Emperor 
to Marshal Marmont, for the support of the army of Portu- 
gal. This arrangement has reduced the Bang to the great- 
est distress, as the produce of that country was all that he 
had to depend upon ; and he was actually subsisting upon 
the money .produced by the retail sale of the grain forcibly 
levied upon the people. 

^ This grain having been thus levied and sold by the 
King, has been seized again by Marmont’s orders, and taken 
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from the people who had purchased it from the King’s ma- 
gazines, who have been informed that the King had no right 
to sell it 1 

" 1 have the lionor to be, ike. 

* The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ Wellington. 

To the Earl of Liverpool^ Secretary of State. 

' My Lord, ‘Frcncda, 131h Novonibor, ISll. 

^ In consequence of the receipt of your Lordship’s letter 
of the 8th August, directing me to order the Commissary 

General to pay to , Esq., the sum of h77l. lO.v., I 

considered it proper first to inquire whether Mr. had 

received any money from any of the pay departments, Bri- 
tish or Portuguese, in this country ; and I liavc the honor to 
enclose a letter wliich 1 have received on the subject from 
Marshal Sir William Beresford, stating that Mr. re- 
ceived, besides his pay as a in the Portuguese ser- 

vice, from January to June, 1809, and an allowance for pur- 
chasing ’ horses and mules, a sum amounting to 1 ntiOthOOO 
reis, or 337/. 10,s*. sterling, from the late Colomd of tlu^ 
Covilliao militia, for which sum lie lias nut accouutcMl. 

' I beg to receive your Lordship’s directions whether I 
shall order that sum to be paid to the widow of the Colonel 

of the Covilliao militia, and that Mr. may receive tlic 

balance of his demand of 577/. lO.v. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ' \\*kllington. 

To the Earl of Liverpool^ Secretary of State. 

" My DEAR Lord, * Freneda, i:Mh November, 1811, 

' I send you the last morning state of the army in the 
field, and the last fortnight’s state of the British army. 

^ I likewise enclose a very curious intercepted letter, which 
Avas in cipher, from Marmont to Foy, which shoAVs how these 
gentry arc going on; in fact each Marshal is the natural 
enemy of the King and of his neighboring Marshal. Pray 
take care that tliis letter is not made public, as it Avould dis- 
close that Ave have tlic key of the ciiiher. 

' Wc laugh at the distresses of the French, and enjoy 
their robberies and frauds to relieve them, but avc are in 
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great distress ourselves ; however, if you have sent me the 
Exchequer bills which I desired to have, I think I shall be 
able with their assistance, and. by the operation of certain 
financial measures which I have prevailed upon the Portu- 
guese Government to adopt, to do something. 

^ I refer you to the statement of our financial situation, 
which the Commissary General sends home this day, which 
is indeed nearly the same as that which I sent you in 
August; and I beg you to attend particularly to what I 
stated in a recent letter respecting the purchases of bullion 
at Lisbon by the Americans. Seven weeks have elapsed 
since the date of our last accounts from England. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ T/ie Earl of Liverpool ‘ Wellington. 

To Major Dickson^ E.A. 

‘ My bear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 14 th November, 1811 . 

^ I believe that our train and stores, and the means of 
moving them, are in the following situation. 

^The Engineer’s stores, with the carts and bullocks, ready 
to move; the gun bullocks at Lamego, but the guns at 
Villa da Ponte ; the ordnance stores, powder, shot, &c., at 
Villa da Ponte, but the carts, &c., employed by the Com- 
missary General. I beg that you will order what there are 
the means of moving to proceed by regular easy stages to 
Almeida, and that you will send to Mr. Boyes for the bullocks 
to draw the guns ; and as soon as they arrive, let them pro- 
ceed likewise to Almeida. 

^ The ordnance stores must be left where they are, till the 
means of conveyance for the Engineer's stores can be sent 
back to convey them by trips to Almeida, as I fear that it 
will be impossible to take the cars from the commissariat for 
that purpose. However, if Mr. Boyes is of opinion that 
they can be taken without inconvenience, I have no objection ; 
and the ordnance stores for the train may come on as fast 
as there shall be means of conveyance for them. 

^ Let the company of artillery move wdth such part of the 
equipment as you may think proper. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Major Dickson, R,A.^ ^ WELLINGTON, 


VOX. VIII. 


2d 
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To Major Gmcral Cooke, 

( ‘ Freiieda, 15tli November, 18 U. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letters to the (Hh 
instant, and I entirely concur with you in the approbation 
which you have expressed of the conduct of Colonel Skerrett 
up to the 21st of October, when the enemy retired Irom his 
position at San Roque. 

^ It is not my wish or intention to intcrlcrc with your dis- 
cretion in detaching troops from Cadiz. Wlien lir.st I de- 
tached troops from this army to that station, 1 ordered that 
they should not quit the limits of the liarbor; but the 
events of the war in that quarter may render ii t‘xpedieut, 
that a detachment should be made from Ckuliz, and there 
may not be time to receive my opinion upon the nunistirc. 
In deciding upon measures of this description in future, 
however, I wish you to advert to the following points, 

^ First, that the object for which you detach the troop.s 
is specified, and important in itself. 

^ Secondly, that there is a ])rospect that the (hdachmenl 
of the British troops to be sent will have the desired (diced. 

^ Thirdly, that they shall be at all times in senruro com- 
munication with their shipping; for which their Command- 
ing Officer must be held resjmnsiblc under his instructions, 
whatever may be the orders he may receive from llie Spanish 
General Officer under whose command he may jdaced* 

^Fourthly, that the British troopKS detached sludi act to- 
gether' in a body under the immediate command of their 
own Commanding Officer. 

' When you made the detaclmient to Tarifa, all tlie points 
above recited appeared to me to luivt^ been attended to. 
But I would beg you to observe, that, as soon as the French 
retired, the object for which Colonel Skerrett was sent was 
accomplished ; and he has remained for no specified objccd.. 
I would therefore suggest to you, that if there is no s])(xuiicd 
object for his remaining any longer, he should be withdrawn. 

‘ The consequences of his remaining under existing cir- 
cumstances, must be to involve him and Ins detachment in 
the operations of General Ballesteros, which, if’ they luive a 
specified object, that General, even with the assistance of 
the British troops, has not the means of accomplishing; 
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and the British detachment must in the course of these 
operations be exposed to be cut off from the shipping. 

‘ These operations may be very useful to the cause^ and 
highly creditable to General Ballesteros, even though they 
may not have a specified object, or may not be successful. 
But it was not my intention when I detached part of the 
army to Cadiz, nor is it the intention of the British Govern- 
ment, that any detachment of His Majesty's troops should 
take part in those operations. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Major General Cooke? ‘ Wellington. 

To the Right Hon. Henry Wellesley. 

^ My dear Henry, ‘ Freneda, 15th November, 1811. 

' I have received your letters to the 6th instant, and I 
now enclose my last dispatch. 

^ I write by this opportunity to General Cooke, to suggest 
to him the expediency of drawing back Colonel Skerrett’s 
detachment. I know the Spaniards well, and particularly 
Ballesteros. They will never stop till they shall have lost 
that detachment. It may have been very proper to send it to 
secure Tarifa, or for any special object, taking care that its 
communication should be always secure with the sea coast. 
But it will not answer to allow our troops to remain in 
search of adventoes, under the guidance of such men as 
Ballesteros. 

^ Ever yours most affectionately, 

‘ The Right Hon. H Wellesley? ‘ WELLINGTON. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State, 

‘ My Lord, ‘ Freneda, 15th November, 1811. 

' I think it proper to transmit to your Lordship the copy 
of a letter which I have written to Major General Cooke, in 
regard to Colonel Skerrett’s detachment. 

" I have the honor to be, .&c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool? ^ Wellington. 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart, 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 16th November, 1811. 

^ I have received your letter of the 12th, and I now re- 
turn Dom Miguel Foijaz’ papers. I agree that the last, 

2 D 2 
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nay, that all the papers in No. 4, allude pretty clearly to 
him ; hut excepting the last they have all been answered. 

‘ The question is, what is Dom Miguel Forjaz’ object? 
I suppose to remove from the mind of the Prince the notion 
that he caused and promoted a misunderstanding between 
the Governors of the Kingdom and me, and to obtain from 
His Royal Highness an acknowledgment of the erroneous 
judgment he had formed upon that subject. This object is 
legitimate, and I think it one which Dom Miguel Forjaz 
ought to endeavor by all prudent means to accomplish. 

' The next question is, what are these means ? I must 
say, not the topics into which he has entered in his letter of 
the 8th November, addressed to the Governors of the King- 
dom. In that letter, he has entered not only into the origin 
and cause of the misunderstanding, but has shown much 
more clearly than I was ever able to show, that I had, that 
the people of this country had, and that the Prince had, 
most just ground for complaint of the Bishop and the Prin- 
cipal. But I would ask, is the Prince a person upon whom 
such a representation is likely to have any effect? Docs 
Dom Miguel Forjaz believe, that when I and the British 
Government have failed in prevailing upon him to examine 
fairly these same circumstances, he is likely, even with his 
stronger statement, to produce a different result? Will not 
his statement be contradicted, and all kinds of misstatement 
and sophistry be used to conceal the truth from the Prince, 
in this case, in the same manner as the same arts were used 
to blind him in regard to the statement transmitted by me a 
year ago ? What will be the consequence ? If the Prince 
takes any official notice of his paper, it will be to repeat the 
accusation that he caused the misunderstanding ; and pro- 
bably he will add to it that, after it had been reconciled, ho 
endeavored to foment it again. 

‘ The worst of this accusation will be, that the world, who 
never half inform themselves of those matters on which 
they will pronounce a judgment, will sanction with their 
opinion this decision of the Prince. I would therefore re- 
commend to Dom Miguel Forjaz to leave out of his letter of 
the 8th November all that I have marked with pencil, and 
in lieu thereof, to write what I state in the enclosed paper. 
This will probably bring a fair answer from the Prince, and 



1811. 


FRENEDA. 


there will be an end to the business. He may d^pbtiA’ 
upon it, that the other mode will not accomplish his objeetT"'^ 

" Believe me, &c. 

His Ecccelkncy ' WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart, 


P.S. I think also the words which I have marked, in re- 
gard to the Conde de Linhares, might as well be left out of 
the letter, as pointing at a motive for Linhares’ conduct 
which, however true the allusion may be, had better not be 
made on this occasion. ^ W.’ 


To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

^ My dear Sir, * Fronoda, 17th November, IBll. 

^ I have received your letter of the 13th, and 1 liope tliat 
you are as sorry to leave us as I am to lose: your co-optu-a- 
tion in our task. I was in hopes that I should had 

your assistance till the end of the war; hut. if you an^ to 
go, Government could not make (dioice of a successor \vhost‘ 
appointment will be more agreeable to me, 

' I am particularly sorry to lose you for the contain on 
which you arc going, as I agree with you in thinking, that 
you will effect no good purpose* I shall send you tlu‘ copy 
of a letter which I wrote to my brother Henry sometime 
ago upon this sul)joct, wliich will sh{)w you wliat I thought, 
about it. 

' 1 hope it is yet possible that you will not go. Tlu* 
Spaniards never more than half consentcul to our mediation, 
and that only upon a condition with wliicli it is impossible 
that our Government can comply. If they do not now 
rclisli the measure, they will get rid of it by tlie usual wayr - 
by delay; and in the meantime, 1 hope that you will not 
quit your present station. 

" Believe me, &(■. 

* His Excellency ‘ Wkllinoton. 

Charles Stuar't. 

^P. S. I send you the copy of my letter to my brother, 
which I beg you to return, as it is the only one I have f . 

' w; 

* Mr. Stuart had been namcel as Chief uf a Commimion for settling tho 
disputes between Spain and her American colonies. 

t See letter to the Bight Hon. Henry Wellesley, 14ih July, 18U, page 106. 
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To Lieut, General Hill. 

‘ My dear Hill, ‘Freneda, ISth November, 1811, 9 a.m. 

" I just write to mention that I hear from Austin of a 
collection of troops at Seville, which Victoria likewise men- 
tions in a foolish letter which I have from him. 

' Attend to Ouguela and Campo Mayor in the first in- 
stance, and if Soult should be too strong for you in Estrc- 
madura, which I should think he can scarcely be, and you 
cannot hold the position of Portalegre, you have your in- 
structions where to fall back. 

" Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Hill. ‘ Wellington. 

^ P. S. If you do not already correspond with Austin, you 
had better do so. ^ W.’ 


To 

' Sir, ‘ Head Quarters, 20tb November, 1811. 

^ I have received your two letters, and I concur with you 
in thinking that the only mode in wdiich you can expiate the 
injury which you have done to your country, by aiding a 
cruel foreign enemy to invade it, is by giving me every intel- 
ligence in your power. If you do give me such intelligence, 
I will endeavor to procure for you a pardon for your 
offences, but it must be real intelligence, of a useful de- 
scription, and sent with celerity, and frequently. 

" If you will point out the person at Alcantara through 
whose hands the money is to be sent to you, I will send it, 
or will adopt any other mode you will point out of supplying 
you. I gave the bearer of your letters twelve dollars, and 
I shall reward any person you may employ to bring me 
letters. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

" ; ' Wellington. 


MEMORANDUM 
For the Commissary General, 

* Freneda, 20tb November, 1811. 

" In consequence of the difficulty of procuring carts for 
the service of the army in the country, Mr. Kennedy and I 
had arranged that a number of bullock carts should be con- 
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structed, to be drawn by bullocks belonginpf to the public, 
and to be driven by ])ersons liircd into the public service for 
that purpose. 

The patterns of the carts are fixed upon, and they arc 
about to be constructed at Almeida, at Tnsbon, and in Ihu:;;- 
land, and, if possible, at Oporto and Vianna. 

‘ The total number required is 800. Of this number 
under 200 will be constructed at Almeida. The numlxn* 
which can be constructed ak Lisbon, Oporto, and Vianna> 
must depend upon the quantitu^s of materials at thosei jfiaees 
respectively. 

As, however, some of these carts will soon be finislied, it 
is desirable that as soon as possible the establislimcnts of 
drivers and bullocks for them should be formed. 

^ Mr. Kennedy and I had settled that the carts should be 
formed into two grand divisions, each consisting of KK) 
carts, to be superintc'nded by an Officer oftlie commissariat; 
each grand division to Ik^ formed Inio eight di\'isions of fifty 
carts each, to ])C supcTintemUxl by a commissariat chu'k; and 
each division to be Ibrmed into two brigades, each brigade to 
consist of twenty-five carts. To draw these (‘arts there should 
be fifty-four bullocks, that is, two bullocks for each cart, and 
four s])are bullocks attached to tlu^ briga(U‘. The establish- 
numt of -[X'ople attached to the brigach' to load the carts, an<l 
drive and take* can' of the bullocks, should lx*, eiu* r.(t/jahn\ 
at per diem ; oiu^ smith, at per diem ; nine mem at 
two pcseltas per diem ; and fourtexm boys, at om* ])escttas 
per diem. These allowances to l)e besides their rations. 

^ The bullocks must be shod ; and the Officers of the com- 
missariat attached to the grand divisions and divisions should 
be directed to supply iron, &c. for that pur]}ose to tiu'lr 
divisions ; and the carls must be greased, as the wheels are 
upon iron axletre<^s; and tlicy must likewise^ supply grt'asc*. 

* When the bullocks work, it will be* necessary that they 
should receive, bi'sides fheir forage*, about 2A lbs. of barley, 
or Indian corn, or rye, c*very day. 

" The first measuix’: to be adopted, with a view to the exe- 
cution of the measure, is to form one grand division of tlie 
Officers and people to take charge of' it. Tim Officer of the 
commissariat should be appointed to it; and one or two 
clerks, in tim first instance, to take cliarge of divisions in the 
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grand division; and the capatazes, smiths, and drivers, 
should he hired to take charge of the cattle. 

^ The cattle should then he made over to them and shod ; 
and they should he collected in convenient places for shelter 
and forage till the carts should he prepared for the work. 
Yokes of the common kind should also be prepared. 

^It would likewise he necessary that sheds should be 
built to hold the bullocks of one division at every stage on 
the road between Kaiva and Celorico, and at Cclorico, in 
order to give them cover in the winter. The stages need 
not be less than four leagues, and should not exceed five 
leagues. 

‘ c/. Bissett, Esq: ‘ WELLINGTON. 


MEMORANDUM 
For the Commissary General, 

‘ Freneda, 20tli Novcmbor, 1811. 

^ The difficulties which the army already experience from 
the want of provisions, notwithstanding the number of 
mules employed in transporting provisions, point out the 
necessity of examining, very particularly, into the mode in 
which those mules are employed, and into the principles on 
which this branch of the service ought to be conducted. 

‘ The original formation of the commissariat of this army 
was one Assistant Commissary, with his separate establish- 
ment of clerks, means of conveyance to each brigade of 
infantry, to each regiment of cavalry, .to each troop or bri- 
gade of horse or foot artillery, to the head quarters of the 
army, and to the reserve artillery. 

" The brigades of infantry of the army were afterwards 
joined together in divisions of two brigades, with a brigade 
of artillery, and a Portuguese brigade of infantry attached, 
but the establishment of the commissariat was never altered. 
Wlien the British commissariat was charged, in the month 
of March last, with the supply of the Portuguese troops, 
there was no alteration of this establishment. The increase 
of business, and the necessary separation and allotment of 
supplies, rendered it expedient that one person should be at 
the head of the commissariat in each division, and a Deputy 
Commissary was appointed to superintend the duties of some 
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divisions, while those of others were snperintended by the 
senior Assistants with the brigades in the division. 

"" It is desirable that this distribution of employment 
should continue in the commissariat, and that the means of 
transport for all the troops should be founded on a supposed 
distance of twelve leagues from the magazine. The mules 
will go this distance loaded in three days, and unloaded in 
less time ; and it may be reckoned that the sxipply will be 
kept up at this distance., by allowing them six days to per- 
form it, and allowing, in addition to the numbers required 
for the supply, one sixth of the number of mules to be 
spared. ■ 

" Each mule should be made to cany, on account of the 
public, 200 lbs.,' and, besides this load, he should carry his 
own corn going from and returning to the magazine, which 
is 5 lbs. per diem, or 30 lbs. for the six days. 

" Upon this calculation a mule should carry biscuit for (> 
days for 33 men; rum for 0 days for 100; rice for 0 days 
for 200 men ; corn Ibr G days ibr 3 horses, and 20 ])ounds 
over. 

‘ Tlhc Assistant Commissary attached to brigades of in- 
fantry and of foot artillery, and to lroo])s of liorse artillery, 
should thcrelbre have ])laccd at their disposal a number oi‘ 
mules ill proportion to Ibc number of men and animals they 
supply with provisions and furage (’alculated upon the above 
mentioned principles. 

* Tlic roriuguese brigades of infantry serving in the 
British divisions have, or ought to have attached to them, 
mules to carry three days ])roviHions. Uliis is only half 
the number reejuired, and these I b<dic‘ve are very incom- 
plete. The state of these mules should imiulred into by 
the Deputy or Assistant Commissary at tlu^ head of tlu‘ de- 
partment in the division ; and there should be placed at the 
disposal of tlie Dc'puty or Assistant (\mimissary, a sullicient 
number of mules to Hu])ply th(‘ lh)rtugu(‘st‘ troops in the 
division, calculated upon tlie .sanu^ principles us for the Bri- 
tish troo])B. 'riu‘ t^xpense <»f Uu‘se niuit\s will of course be 
clmrged to the Porlugue.se (lovernment in the expense of 
feeding their tr<H)p.s. 

^ There is attached to each division of infantry and to the 
cavalry, a number of mules to carry musket and carbine 
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ammuTiitioTi, and there are many in the reserve of the artil- 
lery. These ought to be used, when the army halts, to 
carry from the depots their own supplies of corn and provi- 
sions. As they receive only five pounds of corn per diem, 
one sixth of their number will supply their corn, and but 
little more their bread. The bargain with them is that they 
are to carry ammunition only, but I have no doubt that they 
would be glad to carry the corn for their mules, in order to 
be more certain of a regular supply. 

' In regard to the regiments of cavalry, the necessity of 
keeping th.em amply supplied with forage induced Mr. Ken- 
nedy to allot to each regiment a mule for every two men and 
horses which the Commissary attached to it had to supply. 
This number is rather more than would be allotted to a 
regiment of cavalry, to keep up its supply at a distance of 
twelve leagues, upon the calculation above stated for the 
infantry and artillery ; but it is better that the arrangement 
should continue as he has settled it. 

‘ The means of transport of the army being once arranged 
upon this determined principle, it wnll be easy afterwards to 
apply them as may be thought most expedient. Some of 
the troops being nearer the magazine than twelve leagues, 
their surplus means of transport might be applied either to 
keep the magazines complete, or to form an entrepot at a 
convenient distance for the use of those which are most dis- 
tant, or in such other manner as the Commissary General 
may think proper, observing always to keep the proportions 
for the supply of a certain body according to the distance 
the mules have to go, and the time they will take going the 
distance. 

^ Thus, a mule 6 days going and returning will supply 
33 men with bread ; 5 days, 40 men ; 4 days, 50 men ; 3 
days, 66 men ; 2 days, 100 men ; and as the number may 
be diminished in proportion as the distance decreases, so the 
number must be increased in proportion as the distance 
from the magazine increases. 

^ J, Bisseity Esq,' 


' Wellington. 
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To J. Bissau, Esq., Commissary General. 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 20th November, 1811, 12 at noon. 

‘ I enclose a letter from Major General Craufard, to which 
I beg to draw your particular attention. 

^ I request you to let me have a return of the number of 
mules employed with the Light division, and Captain Ross’ 
troop of horse artillery ; and a return of the number of per- 
sons and animals receiving rations in that division and the 
troop. Likewise the state of the magazines at Cclorico, 
between the 10th and 20th instant. 

^ Believe me, fee. 

‘ J. Bissau, Esq., ^ Wellington. 

Commissary General.^ 


To the Right Hon. the Secretary at War. 

* My Lord, ‘ Freneda, 20th November, 1811. 

^ I have received your Loi'dship’s letter of the 2ist ultimo, 
requesting me to inform you of the grounds upon which i 
had determined that no deductions for rations should bo 
made from the pay of persons holding the situation of 
Assistant Provost Marshal; and I beg to ac(iuaint your 
Lordship that I have always considered persons so employed 
to be entitled to the same advantages as Stall’ Olllcers, whose 
pay, according to the book of General Regulations (page 
64), is not liable to deduction on account of rations. 

^ I have the honor to be, fee. 

‘ The Right Hon. ‘ Wellincjton. 

the Secretary at War." 


To the Right Hon. Henry Wellesley. 

^ My DEAR Henry, ‘ Freneda, 20t.h Novemhor, 181L 

" I have nothing to tell you in addition to u^hat is con- 
tained in the enclosed dispatch, excepting that since 1 sent 
it ojff I have received a Madrid Gazelle of the 10th, which 
contains a proclamation of Blake’s to the city of Valencia, of 
the 26th, from which it appears tliat he was beat on the 
25th, having left the town to endeavor to raise the siege of 
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Saguntum ! I suppose Mahy had joined him before the 
action. 

There is nothing new from England to the 15th October. 

" Ever yours most affectionately, 

‘ The Bight Hon. H Wellesley: ‘ W ELLINGTON. 

To the Earl of Liverpool Secretary of State. 

€ ]\/[y XiORD, ‘ Freneda, 2 Oth N ovember, 1811. 

I have received a report that General Ballesteros had 
made a second successful attack upon the enemy between 
Bornos and Xerez on the 5th instant. The details of this 
affair have not reached me, but I have no doubt that it took 
place, and that its result was favorable to the Spanish troops. 

" There is a report in the Madrid Gazette, that Marshal 
Suchet had beat General Mahy between Liria and Valencia 
on the 25th of October, and taken prisoner General Mahy, 
whose corps were dispersed. It was also stated that Marshal 
Suchet had summoned Valencia on the 27th. These reports 
do not appear to be official, and they are contradicted by 
other reports from Madrid, and by other reports which I 
have received from the south, which state that Suchet has 
been obliged to retire into Aragon. I am not exactly 
apprised of General Mahy’s plan of operations, or of the 
time of his march. But it appears to me that on his approach 
to Valencia, he would not have been on the line between 
Liria and Valencia, but on the I'ight of the Chclva. 

' The last letters which I have received from Mr. Wel- 
lesley are dated the 6th instant, and he had not then re- 
ceived the accounts of General Ballesteros’ last success, nor 
of affairs in Valencia since the llth of October. 

^ No movement of any importance has taken place in 
Estremadura or in this quarter since I addressed your Lord- 
ship on the 13th instant. By a letter of the llth, from Sir 
Howard Douglas, I learn that accounts had been received 
on that day from the Junta of Mondohedo, stating that the 
enemy had entered Oviedo on the 6th instant. 

I am afraid that the Spanish division in the Asturias 
had left the passes of the mountains unguarded, otherwise 
it is impossible that the French could have reached Oviedo 
without opposition, and that the first intelligence of their 
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movement should have announced their arrival in that city, 
and should have been received from the civil Junta of Mon- 
donedo. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ WELLINGTON. 

To the Earl of Liverpool ^ Secretary of State, 

^ My Lord, ‘ Freneda, 20tb November, 1811. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Lordship’s dispatch of the 1st October (No. 61), and I beg 
to acquaint you, that the regiments named in the margin * 
sailed for England some time ago. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ' WELLINGTON. 

To the Earl of Liverpool^ Secretary of State, 

^ My dear Lord, ‘Freneda, 20tli November, 1811. 

" I enclose the last weekly and morning states. The 
capture of the Prince d’Aremberg has occasioned a request 
from the Marquesa de Cruz, that an endeavor might be 
made to exchange him for the Marques de Cruz, a 
Grandee of Spain, who was seized by Buonaparte at Bay- 
onne, I believe in 1808, and has been confined ever since 
in a fortress in Italy. It would be very desirable, if pos- 
sible, to ejBTect the exchange of the Marques de Cruz ; 
but I do not recommend that the Prince d’Aremberg shoul 
be given for him : he is too great a card to be so thrown 
away. Besides, I should suppose that if Government were 
disposed to allow him to return to France in exchange for 
any person not an Officer, they would name Lord Beverley. 

^ Beheve me, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: " WELLINGTON. 

To J, Bissett, Esq,, Commissary General. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 21st Nov., 1811, 9 a.m. 

^ I received last night your letter of the 20th, and its 
enclosures, which I return, 

" Upon the examination of the state of the means with 
the Light division, to the demands for supplies, on the prin- 


* The 29tb, 85tli, and 97th. 
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ciple of the memoraridum which I sent you yesterday, it 
appears that they have 4736 men, which number would 
require — 

Mules to supply them with bread at 121 
leagues - - " J 

,, with spirits 48 

„ with rice, &c. 24 

21G 

And they have 398 horses, whose coi'ii 
would require 

332 

To this add spai’e one for every six - 55 

387 

Number with the division - - 340 

Wanting - - - 47 

' I imagine that the muleteers and their mules, as well 
for carrying provisions as for carrying ammunition, arc in- 
cluded in the number of 4736 men, and of 398 horses. If 
that is the case, it will turn out that this division is well 
supplied with means of transport. 

‘ In respect to Captain Ross’ troop, they have, including 
muleteers, 243 men, requiring mules — 


For bread 

- 

71 

For rum 

- 

24 

For rice 

- 

12 



107 

And they have 20G 

horses, requiring! 

(59 

mules 

- } 



176 

To which add spare one for every six 

29 



205 

They have 

- 

97 

Wanting 

- 

108 


" It is obvious, however, that the muleteers, probably, for 
the ammunition of the division, arc included in the number 
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of men, and, probably, of horses, in this return, and there- 
fore they may be complete. 1 liave p;one into this calcula- 
tion just to apply the princi])le of llie memorandum which 
I sent you yesterday. Let me know liow many num and 
horses of both these returns arc liired muleteers and their 
mules. 

"But there is another view to be taken of this subject; 
and that is the distance, which these troops arc from the 
magazine. They are at least fifteen leagues from Chdorico, 
and they cannot be less than lifteen leagues from St. Jouo 
da Pesqueira. This distance willre([uire edght, or probably 
nine days, for a communication. Some measures must bo 
adopted, therefore, to supply the.s<^ lroo])s with one-third 
more of bread and corn Ilian their mules (‘im carry to them 
from these magazines, even supposing they are sudiciently 
supplied for a distance of twelve leagut^s from the magiizineH. 
And these measures arc cither a supply of nunu'y, or an 
additional number of iuuU»s, or to send them every week 
three days’ supply from henee. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ J. Bmett, Esq.' ' Wi.:i,i.iNUToN. 


To Maji}r Dirlison, T.A. 

" My dear Sir, ‘ FrcuiMlu, eed NovcmluT, IHII. 

* 1 have received your lettiT of (he ISth, with the miclo- 
surc, from Mr. Boyces. 1 l)<*g that you will iv]{ Mr. Ihiye^s 
that 1 am very much obliged to him lor the zealous denirc 
which he manifests to forward our stores, but that I cannot 
allow the depot at Celorico to remain unsupplied, at Icust 
till that of Si. Joao da Pesqueira is liilly supplied, I rtr- 
quest liiiu to correspond on this point with the Coumussary 
General 

‘ Believe me, <.^e, 

* Major Didisonf I\,AJ ‘ Wkrlim;ton, 


To R, Kennrdijf Kati.y ( *ommu\sari/ (UowraL 
" My dear Sir, * Fmwila, C'id Niwmubor, J8iK 

" Since 1 wrote to you on the Bth, I have lieard from 
General Trant that there are at Oporto fifty-nine axlotrees, 
and twelve more can be made, and boxes for the wheels ; 
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SO that I have ordered there the pattern cart, and have 
desired that seventy- one carts may be made there. I have 
not yet heard that there are any axletrees, or that any can 
be made at Kaiva. 

^ The tools are arrived, and the work is begun at Almeida. 
I have given Mr. Bissett a memorandum, of which I enclose 
a copy, for the formation of the establishment. Probably 
some of the brigades might be formed at Lisbon. 

' Marshal Beresford has been so kind as to give me over 
some axletrees, boxes, &c., which were found on the Zezere ; 
and he promised to inquire whether there were any more 
at Lisbon. Trant tells me that sixty-four were sent from 
Oporto ; and I think it probable that there will be many ; 
and some at Santarem, and others at Perries, where the 
French destroyed carriages. You had better speak to 
Marshal Beresford upon these subjects. 

^ I trust that your health is improved. I have written to 
the Admiral to beg that he will give a passage in a ship of 
war to General Campbell, of which you and Pakenham 
might avail yourselves to get to England, as I should be 
sorry to hear of your ending your career in a French prison. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ E. Kennedy, Esq. ' W ELLINGTON. 

‘ P. S. Since writing the above, I have received a letter 
from Sir William Beresford, from which I learn that the 
greatest number of the axletrees have been used ; and I am 
not certain that there are more than fifty, even including 
those on the Zezere, and a few more expected from 
Abrantes. 

"You had better order Major Aird to make as many 
carts as there are French axletrees for, immediately. Then 
to set to work and make our old axletrees and boxes into 
carts; choosing of these, those of the first instance which 
come nearest to the French size. He must take care, how- 
ever, in casing our axletrees, not to mount the carriage too 
high above the centre of the wheels. 

" Desire him to let me know how many French axletrees 
that will answer he will find in the arsenal, and how many 
of our old axletrees. c ‘W ’ 
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To Lieut, Cohmel Sir Howard Douglas ^ Bart. 
f glR^ ‘ Freiieda, 22(1 Novomte, 1811. 

^ I liavc received your letters. Nos. 9 and 10, of the 29th 
of October and 11th of November. 

^ Without knowing more than I do of the state of (ia- 
licia, and of the military positions in that province, it is not 
possible for me to give an opinion upon the ])lan of opera- 
tions which you detailed in your conference with the Junta 
of Galicia. In reference to the subject generally, and with 
a view to what passed bcfoi'c in tliat kingdom, I believe 
that it would be advisable that General Abadia should fall 
back towards the frontiers of Portugal, leaving open the 
high road to Coruna and Ferroh 

^ The enemy cannot then interrupt his communications 
by operations upon either of his Hanks ; and, unless they 
should be very strong, they will not like to venture a.s l‘ur 
as Coruna, or even Inigo, by the high road, if Cieiunml 
Abadia can maintain himself upon the Sil, or upon the 
Minho. They cannot be strong in Galicia as long as we 
remain lucre. 

‘ In regard to your opinions on the financial measures in 
Galicia, I am convinced that the (lovernuumt must raise a 
revenue in money. It may be very proper, besides, to make 
the proprietors of carts, mules, and other animals, perform 
certain services in their turns, either lor the jiayment of* the 
usual hire, or for a smaller j)aymen{, or for no payment at 
all. But these services ought not to be in lieu of the pay- 
ment in money of the required dues to the Slate, 

' Since I have received your letter of the Uth, I have 
received a report that tlic French liad retired again from 
the Asturias. This maybe true; as Lieut. General 11 ilfs 
movements in Estrcmadima in the end of October have 
created a general alarm, which probably extended so far 
north. 

‘ Dorsenne has certainly returned to Valladolid, 

' I cannot imagine how the first rt'port of the enemy’s 
invasion of Asturias, and arrival at Oviedo, should have 
been received from the Civil Junta of Mondohedo, if the 
division in that principality made any resistance ; or how 
tlie French could at this season have penetrated the passed 
vou vnr. 2 u 
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of the mountains at all, even if the troops were in their 
posts. 

" I have the honor to enclose a dispatch of the 17th October 
from the Secretary of State, announcing that certain sup- 
plies had been sent to Coruna, which I beg you will issue to 
the troops under General Abadia. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Lieut. Coloyiel ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Sir H. Douglas^ Bart^ 

To Cajptain . 

^ Sir, ‘ Freneda, 22d November, 1811 . 

" I send you separate answers on the subject of the noble- 
men, and of the Capitao Mor of Zibreira. 

^ I beg you to tahe care how you communicate with the 
Portuguese in the French army. They are in desperate 
circumstances; and men in those circumstances do anything, 
however bad and traitorous. 

" Do not let any one of them know where you are, on any 
account; and be particularly cautious that a second indi- 
vidual of them does not discover that you are in correspond- 
ence with one of them. Be assured, that those who have 
betrayed their country are not to be trusted in any manner. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Captain ^ Wellington. 

To Captain Jose Clemenii Pereira. 

* ‘ Freneda, 22d November, 181]. 

‘ I received this morning your letters of the 20th, and I 
am \ery much obliged to you for your intelligence, and 
very •well safis'fied with all that jmu have done. Give such 
reward as you may think proper to the person who took the 
letter, and brought the answer from the two noblemen, and 
I will pay it ; and pay likewise to the party d’El Medico 
any expenses they may have incurred, which shall likewise 

be defrayed by me. Assure the noblemen that they will 
be well received by me. 

‘ Tell the party d’El Medico, that if they want ammuni- 
tion, or anything that I can give them, and will send means 
ot conveyance here for it, they shall have it. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Captain Jose dementi Pereira.\ < Wellington. 
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To Major General Alexander CamphelL 
^ My dear Campbell, ‘Froneda, 22d November, I8li. 

^ I have received your letter of the IBtli November this 
day, and I write to the Admiral to request that he would 
give you a passage in a man of war. 

I have no doubt that Colonel himself inserted in 

the newspapers the sentence of the General Court Martial, 
&c., in order to have a pretence for publishing on the sub- 
ject. This is a regular Jacobin trick. I sec also in the 
Star my letter on the business of Barba dc Puerco. 

" 1 begged Lord Fitxroy Somerset to write to Arbutlinot 
about leave for your son : I rather thought, from Beresford’s 
letter, tliat he objected to it, which is the reason that I did 
not press it. 

‘ I was very much obliged to you for the kindness of tlic 
letter wliich you \vrote to me on your departure from this 
part of the world ; and 1 assure you, that I lament the 
chance wliich certainly exists that 1 may never meet you 
again. 1 acknowledge, that with this chance before your 
eyes, 1 am astonished that you should think, at your time 
of life, of returning to the Kast Indies. With the income 
of your regiment, and on the staifin England or Ireland, or 
at Gibraltai', or Malta, or Sicily, or in America, you miglit 
live with your family. I do not think that any man's family 
have a right to expect that lie should die a few years sooner 
to put a little more money in their pockets after his death : 
and I should think that your wife, who, in a pecuniary way, 
would bo ibo person most interested in your return to the 
East Indies, would prefer your j)rolonged life to increase of 
pounds. After all, I am not certain that increase of pounds 
wmdd b(? the result of your voyage there, and I think it 
very little doubtful, I am sorry to say, that if you do return, 
it will be in a state of health in which you will be very little 
capable of any enjoyment. 

^ God bless you, my dear Campbell, 

* Believe me, 

‘ Major General ‘ WELLINGTON. 

A, CamphelL^ 


2e2 



420 


PORTUeAL. 


]811. 


To General Don Carlos de Espafia. 

< Monsieur le General, ‘Freneda, ce 22 Noveml)re, mi. 

‘ J'ai reqn il y’a deux heures votre lettre d’aujourd’liui : 
et j’a-i envoye des ordi'es a nos troupes (jui sont dans ccs 
environs de se rassembler demain matin du cote de Gui- 
naldo, El Bodon, Pastores, etc., et celles de Tautre cote do 
la riviere a Zamarra. 

J’irai moi-m^me a Guinaldo demain ou le lendemain 
matin ; mais je crois le lendemain. 

^ Je vous conseille de faire rassembler votre infan ter ic a 
San Felices el Grande pour ^tre prepare a passer la riviere, 
ou a co-operer avec nos troupes, si nous pouvons passer la 
riviere au gue de Pastures. 

^ J’ai rhonneur d’etre, &c. 

‘ General " WelLIKGTON. 

Don Carlos de Espana. 

" P. S. Je compte quo rennemi march era demain, ct 
arrivera dans ces environs le 25. Don Julian fera bicn do 
les observe!*. ' W.’ 


To Vice Admiral the Hon, George Berkeley. 

^ My dear Sir, * Freneda, 22d November, 1811 . 

' By some accident I did not receive your letter of the 
IStli till two da3"s ago, and it was necessary that I should 
speak to Fletcher before I could send you a satisfactory 
answer. 

Y/hcn the pontoons came from England, I applied to 
have with them a number of the artificers belonging to the 
civil branch of the ordnance ; and I understand tlicy have 
with them a certain number of firemen, &c.; and I intended 
to make up the establishment when I should want to use 
them, by requesting your assistance to give us a few Por- 
tuguese or English seamen. 

^ In addition to wdiat we htive, I understand that we are 
to ha\ e a regular pontoon master from the Ordnance ; and 
it would be very desirable when we shall want to use the 
pontoons, to have the assistance of about twenty seamen, 
either English or Portuguese, for whose services I shall be 
very much obliged. 
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‘ Unfortunately., ^vc cannot use the pontoons to form a 
bridge o\"cr the rivers of the Coa and the Agueda, Tlic 
bridge which I am constructing for the latter river is one 
upon loaded chnmiets, which I hope will stand in the ordi- 
nary slate of the river during the 'winter. When the groat 
hoods come down, we must take up our bridge; and indeed 
I do not i)roposc to keep it in the river, excepting when I 
want to use it. 

^ I tliink it not impossible, however, that I may want to 
use the i)ontoons before the winter is over. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral ' WELLINGTON. 

the lion, G, Berkeley^ 

To the Buhof of Cafiiello Branco, 

‘ Sir, ‘ Fuento Guinuldo, 25th Novcmluir, 1811. 

' 1 have the honor to enclose some letters which 1 have 
received on the subject on wlueb you did me the honor to 
write to me; from which it appears that the Commanding 
Olliccr of the. 3d dragoons having already had a communi- 
cation willi you on the subject of the conduct of the soldiers 
at Ninho clc A.ssor, you had cxpress(‘d your satisfaction 
with his explanation, and that you did not intend to com- 
j)lain to me. 1 am appr(*hensiv(S Ihercdore, that the answers 
to the inquiries which 1 had made, which answers I enclose, 
do not relate to the transaction on which you wrote to me, 

‘ If they do not, or if you are not satisfied with the expla- 
nations contained in those answers, I beg you to inform mo 
of it, and I will have the subject inquired into by a (kmrt 
Martial, before which it will bo ncccBsary that ilic witnesses 
should attend. 

* 1 am inclined to believe that thcinha^)itants of Ninho do 
Assor, having been displeased that the iiarty of dragoons 
should have taken away tlu*ir forage, misvepreseuted and 
made an exaggerated complaint to you. It is very unfortu- 
nate that the people of I^ortugul cannot have the advantage 
of the assistance of a largo foreign army to defend their 
country, without incurring some inconvenience. The horses 
of the cavalry must have forage, paying for the same, or they 
will die, and this country will derive no advantage from all 
the expense which has been incurred in bringing them here. 
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It maybe inconvenient to tbe inhabitants of Ninho dc Assor 
to supply any part of this forage, even though it is paid for, 
but the others must bear this inconvenience, or they must 
bear the greater evil of submitting to the French. 

“■I have stated these circumstances to you as they have 
occurred to me, being, however, determined to mauitaia the 
discipline of the army, and not to allow the soldic'.rs to insult 
the religion, or to injure the property of the inhabitants of 
the country. 

I have the honor to be, &e. 

‘ The Bishop of Gastello Branco: ' WELMNCiTON. 


To General Don Carlos do Espa^^a- 

^ Fucutc Guinuldo, 

‘ Monsieur le General, Nov., ihu. 

" Je viens d’avoir Thonneur de rcQCVoir votre k‘ttrc du "M, 
et je serais bien aise de pouvoir aider Ics pcuples dc la 
Sierra de Francia, si e’etait en mon pouvoir. 

^ II faut que je vous dise cependant qiie c’ost avee la plus 
grande difficulte que je peux faire subsister Ics trou])os dans 
les positions qu’elles occupent a present. .le tire tout des 
inagasins sur la mer. Le pays ne me foiirnit absolamumt 
rien. Les Espagnols ne donnent rien sans qu on payo argent 
comptant, malgre qu ils sachent bien que nous iiavons jamais 
manque de payer nos dettes ; et quand nous avons dc rargent, 
et que les Espagnols veulent nous donner quck[u(\s provi- 
sions, e’est a un prix si enorme, que nous soinmc.s tburnis ;\ 
meilleur marche de la mer, malgre les frais de transport. 

" II ne m’est done pas possible d etendre mes posi(\s jicr- 
manens dans le Sierra dc Francia, o\i mes troupes et lours 
chevaux mourraient de faim : ct je vous dis la verite quaud 
je vous assure que je ne crois pas quo les soldats ou lours 
chevaux qui sont a present k Zamarra ont dc quoi manger ; 
pareeque les habitans de Saugo, Martiago, llobleda, Za- 
marra> Atalaya, Serradilla, &c., oil nous avons depense taut 
d’argent pendant Fete, ne veulent rien donner a present sans 
argent comptant. II n’est pas facile de prevenir les courses 
de Tennemi entre les avant postes des deux armees. 11 
faudrait etendre les postes de I’armfee pour Ics cmpecher 
definitivement de lever des contributions dans la Sierra dc 
Francia; et comme je vous I’ai explique jo nc puis etendre 
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les miens. Sous co point dc vuc c’cst malhcurcux qiie los 
arincs, pour Icsquulles jc vous ai donnc Ics ordrcs au mois 
d’Aout, no sont pas encore arrivees, ct (jac vous n aycx pas 
dc troupes Espagnoles a incttrc dans la Sierra, auxcpiellcs 
los g-ens du pays peut-6tro donneraient des vivres. 

'Ilya unc autre raison pour laquello il nc faudrait pas a 
present s’avancer dans la Sierra. Si Tennemi apprend quo 
nous somuics prepares pour cmpechcr rcntr6c du convoi, il 
nc bougcra pas de Salamanca, ct nous manquerons nn beau 
coui>, quil cst probable quo nous pourrions lui porter. 

' Cependant j'ai 6crit au General Craufurd, qui cst a Za- 
inarra, pour savoir I’^Hat exact de scs vivres, afm que si jc 
trouve que c est possible, et qu’il n’y ait pas d’incouvenient 
a fairo unc niarche sur la Siin’ra, jc puLssc lui en donner 
rordre. 

' d’ai rhonneur d'etre, &c. 

^ Grneral ‘ Wrn.LlNOTOiN. 

Don Oarliis do 

To Lieut, General HilL 

^ My dear HHiE, * Puouto Ouinaldo, 27th Novemhor, 18 U. 

' I enclose a letter from my brother, ^vbich I beg you to for- 
ward, I wish you would make the trumpeter give a detailed 
account of all he knows of Idcut. Kings death. 

' I beg that you will inform the Ck)nite d'Erlon that I liad 
always l)ccn disposed to consider the persons bedonging to 
tlio civil departments of the armies as not liable^ to bo 
considered as prisoners of war when taken, till 1 read the 
correspondence between a Commissioner appointed by Ilis 
Majesty, and one appointed by the l^rench (Jovernment, to 
regulate the exchange of prisoners, in wlilch I see the ]>eers 
of the realm, and individual ti’avellers of all descriptions, 
seized in Kranci\ and in otlicr countries, when the war com- 
menced, were to be considered as prisoners of war, and to be 
exchanged as such for Ereneli OHicers and soldiers ; that 
when travellers are considered as prisoners of war, 1 cannot 
consider the persons belonging to any civil department of 
the army in any other light ; and that I shall not allow one of 
them to be returned to the French army unless exchanged. 

' I have no objection to an exchange, cither partial or 
general; -but^ before I consent to it, I bog to have the names, 
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in writing, of those it is intended to exchange for the pri- 
soners in our possession belonging to the civil departments 
of the French army. 

‘ I have requested General Castanos to inquire into tho 
circumstances of Lieut. King’s death. 

. ' Believe me. See. 

* Lieut. General Hill. ‘ W^ELLINGTON. 

' P. S. Desire Rooke to give the Officer who goes in with 
the next flag of truce a copy of the orders upon this subject. 

‘ W.’ 


To the Right Hon, Henry Wellesley, 

‘ Euente Gtiinalcio, 

‘ My dear Henry, 27tli November, 1811. 

^ I have nothing to tell j^ou that is not contained in the 
enclosed dispatch. If the French had come forwax’d with 
another convoy on any day after the 24th, I think we should 
have cut them off. We cannot prevent them from inaldug 
excursions to the Sierra, without occupying it with our posts, 
and the Spaniards will not support our troops, and I cannot 
support them at such a distance from our magazines. As it 
is I cannot stay much longer where we are, and I must 
immediately inahe another distribution : but I shall remain 
in this quarter till the winter has fairly set in, 

" Ever yours most affectionately, 

‘ The Right Hon, H, Wellesley^ ^ Wellington. 


To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State, 

* My Lord, * Fuente Guinaldo, 27tli November, 1811. 

^ Having received intelligence that the enemy were about 
to move towards Ciudad Eodrigo with another convoy of 
provisions, and having heard that a body of troops marched 
from Salamanca to the Sierra de Francia, on the 22d and 
23d instant, I ordered our advanced guard across the 
Agueda to Zamarra, and closed up the cantonments of the 
army in general, and moved the head quarters to this place. 
I have reason to believe that -the enemy have since retired 
from the Sierra de Francia; and I think it probable tliat 
they will have heard of our movements ; and that if they 
entertained the intention of moving a convoy to Ciudad 
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Rodrigo, they will now abandon it till the rain shall have 
again swelled the Agueda* If I should find that they do not 
move, I propose to send the troops hack to their canton- 
ments, or to others in which it will be easy to subsist them. 

" Since I addressed you on the 20th instant, I have heard 
that General Blake, having been joined at Valencia by the 
army of Murcia, under the command of General Mahy, had 
moved out of Valencia on the 21th of October, and had 
attacked Marshal Suchet on the 25th. lie was repulsed ; 
and, according to the French accounts, they have taken 
General Caro and General Loy, and 4500 prisoners, and 
some cannon. 

' General Blake states, in his proclamation to the people 
of Valencia, that his retreat had been made in good order. 
On the 2()th, at night, the castle of Saguntum capitulated ; 
and it is stated that Suchet summoned Valencia on the 27th. 

* The castle of Saguntum has made as brilliant a defence 
as any that has been made sinec the commenu-emeut of the 
war in Spain, ^riic enemy made several attempts to obtain 
possession of it by assault, before they brought up their 
cannon to attack it regularly; and two attempts to carry it 
by storm, after the breach was made, previous to the action 
of tlu^ 25(11 of October, in both of which, as Nvell as in all the 
attacks before tlu^ breach was made, they werc^ repulsed 
with considerable loss. U'hc garrison conducted themstdves 
with the utmost gallantry on all these occasions. 

^ I have not heard what passed between the battle of the 
25th and tlic capitulation of the 2f)th ; hut adverting to the 
good conduct of the garrison, and as the enemy were ill 
provided with heavy cannon to support their attack, the 
place would })robably have held out, if the action of the 
25th of October had not been fought and losi. If I am 
right in this conjecture, the Spaniards will owe the loss of 
another Ivingdom, and tlic allies disadvantages of which tho 
consecpiences cannot he calculated, to tlic insatiable dt^sire 
of fighting pitclunl battles with undisciplined troops, led by 
inexperienced Othcers. 

* By a letter from Sir Howard Douglas, of tho I4th, I 
learn that, as 1 had imagined, the passes of the Asturias 
were not guarded, and that the enemy turned by La 
Yentana. Tho troops which were in tho pass of Fajares 
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(the Spanish head quarters), retired to Campomancs. I 
imagine that the object of the enemy’s movement into the 
Asturias is to disperse the assembly of troops under General 
Mendizabal in the mountains of Santander, in wliich I am 
afraid they will succeed. If they had intended to attack 
Galicia through the Asturias, they would, from La Ventana, 
have pressed more vigorously upon the right of the Spanish 
troops in that principality, and would not have gone to 
Oviedo in the first instance. 

" According to the last accounts from Cadiz, General 
Ballesteros was still at Bornos on the 13th; and I imagine 
that General Copons and Colonel Skerrett were at Casa 
Vieja. According to accounts from Captain Everard, of 
His Majesty’s ship Sophia, the enemy, on the 17th, moved 
a body of troops, consisting of 1500 men, from Conil upon 
Yejer, which will probably have obliged Colonel Skerrett to 
retire again upon Tarifa. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of LiveipooL\ ‘ Wellington. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State, 

^ Mr DEAR Lord, ‘ Fuente Guinaldo, 27th November, 1811. 

" I enclose the last weekly state, and the last morning 
report. 

‘ You see that the army does not become much more 
efficient, notwithstanding that the number of sick upon the 
return diminishes. We have sent home a great number of 
men, besides the 29th, 85th, and 97th regiments, and some 
have died : the troops are certainly better, however, but not 
in a state to undertake any operation of magnitude. Any 
movement, and particularly exposure to the night air, 
tlirows them into the hospitals again. 

‘ The newly arrived dragoons are i)articularly inefficient, 
so much so, that I have been obliged to leave them all, the 
five new regiments, in their cantonments, in our recent 
movement, and have brought forward only the six which 
have been here during the whole service: this shows the 
advantage of troops inured to climate and service. 

Believe me, &c. 

^ Wellington 


‘ The Earl of Liveipooli 
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To General Bon Carlos de EspaJia. 

' Fucute GuiiKildo, 

Monsieur le Genkrau, -28 Nov., isii. 

sTc n’ai pas rcqii dc nouvcllcs du detachcmeiit de I’cimemi 
qui cst vcnu a la Sierra depuis qu il a quitte Alvcrca. Co 
detachcmerit a marche de Salamanca le 22, ct est arrive a 
Alvcrca le 24. Le 23, votre Excellence in’a ccrit une lettre 
dans laquclle vous dites in avoir ciivoye un papier avec cos 
nouvelles. J’ai rcQU cette lettre le 23 dans la nuit, niais le 
papier n'y etait pas ; ct je n ai rien su de rennemi que dans 
la joiirnec du 24. C’etait alors trop tard dc faire quelquo 
chose ; ct d’aillcurs nous n'avions point dc vivres. 

^ Les incmes difficultes de vivres rendent tres important 
quo jc remette les troupes tout de suite dans lours anciens 
cantonnemens: rnais pendant quo la riviere donne des g’lics, 
jc crois quo je pourrai cmpckdier que reimcmi puissc iaire 
outrer rien a Ciudad llodrigo, poiirvu quo prcmiereiueut on 
vous donne avis de la marche du convoi, s’il est jiossiblc, un 
jour avant qu’il nc mai'che; ct que secondciuent vous m’en 
donniez avis aussitot que vous Ic rccevrcz. 

‘ Jc changcrai men quartier general domain a Frcneda. 
J’en donnerai avis a votre Officier qui cst a Lumbralcs ; ct jc 
ferai changer le relais qui cst a ])rcscnt a Gallegos. 

sJ’ai riumneur d’etre, &c. 

‘ Gmeral ‘ Wj'iLLiNCiTON. 

Bon Carlos de Espanu* 

To His Excellency Charles Btuart, 

^ My dear Sir, ‘Fuento Guiaaldo, 28 th November, 18 U. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 19th, enclosing a 
regulation for the means of transport, of which I ai)provo, 
excepting the 2d section of the Gth article. As 1 cxplaincHl 
in my late letters to the Government, it is impossible to 
carry into execution those provisions of any arrangement 
which are in favor of the owners of transport, unless the 
army should be sufficiently supplied, and every man should 
be obliged to bring forward his carriage when required. 

' The 2d section of the (Hh article should be struck out of 
the regulation. 

* I also think the penalty of non-attendance not sufficient. 
Ilalf the nation would prefer to be in prison for a fortnight 
to going to serve with the army with his cart. The penalty 
of non-attendance should bo the full value of the cart and 
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bullocks, wbicli the magistrate should be authorized and 
required to sell on the spot, and to report that he had done 
so to the head inspector. 

' There is likewise another very common crime not ad- 
verted to in this regulation, and that is deserting with the 
stores laden in the cart, after having been received into the 
service. The punishment for this oJBTence ought to be the 
forfeiture of the cart and bullocks to the public, payment of 
the value of the stores, to be levied by sale of house and 
goods of the owner of the cart, and banishment for 
years to the coast of Africa. 

' These punishments may appear severe, but depend upon 
it that the only chance the people have is, that there should 
be the means of enforcing this regulation. 

" There is also another point to be adverted to in this 
regulation, and that is the duties it enforces upon the 
magistrates. The magistrates of this country are in a very 
unfortunate situation. They are originally charged with 
judicial duties; they had fees by which they gained a 
livelihood, their salaries being trivial. They gained no- 
thing by the performance of their duties of police; but the 
bad probably gained something by the omission to perform 
them. 

"The confusion which has resulted from the different 
invasions of the country have almost put an end to the 
judicial duties of the magistrates; at the same time that the 
duties of police, particularly those w^hich have relation to the 
operations of the armies, have been vastly increased, such 
as the supply of quarters^ provisions, means of transport, 
guides, &c. &c., for which the Juiz de Fora is called upon 
at every moment. The consequence is that the Juiz de Fora 
has much to do, and nothing to live upon; and I hinted 
some time ago to the Government the expediency of taking 
into consideration their situations during the continuance of 
the war. I think, however, that this regulation would 
afford an opportunity of doing something for these magis- 
trates, without any very great additional expense to the 
public, by authorizing them to demand and receive as a fee 
for every carriage they should produce at the place required, 
the sum of 200 reis. This would tend to ensure the execu- 
tion of the regulation, which is what is required. 

^ I am doing a great deal to lighten the demand for 
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carriages from the country for the service of the British 
army. First, I am building 800. Secondly, I have dis- 
covered that the Douro can be made navigable even into 
Spain, with very little trouble, and I have ordered the 
necessary work to be performed. 

' Believe me, &c. 

^ His Excellency ‘ W3<mLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart, 

" P. S. The regulation, when passed, should be well 
translated and printed, and let me have several copies of it. 
I shall take care to enforce it in this army. It should take 
cttect at some short period after it is promulgated. 

^ w; 

To Senhor Joao Carlos Oliveira Pimentel. 

« Sir, ‘ Fuontc Guinaldo, 28th Novonihcr, 1811. 

' Having lately sent an Ofllcer of Kngineers to survey the 
Douro from St. Joao de Pesqueira to Barca d’Alva, he has 
reported to me that the river is already navigable to that 
point for large boats, with some inconvenience, and at 
certain seasons of the year; and that it might be made 
navigable witli convenience at all seasons, by a certain 
degree of labor. I have given directions to Captain Boss, 
of the Itoyal Fngineer.s, the Oiricer who surveyed the river, 
to adopt the measures which arc necessary to render it 
navigable ; and 1 beg you to give him such assistance as 
you can to enable him to perform this service. 

* Understanding that you have from II is Hoyal Highness 
the Prince llogent the power to destroy the mill dams lu 
the river Douro, which arc the principal obstruction to the 
navigation, 1 request you to co-operate mill Captain Boss 
in the performance of this work. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

^Smihor ' WHLLlKCiTON. 

Joao Carlos Oliveira PimeuteL^ 

To the Juiz, or other Masf'isfrute of Villa Nova do Foz Coa, Torre 
de MoncorvOy Freixo de NemdOj and St. Jodo da Pesqueiro, 

* Grntlemrn, ‘ lo*eucda, 2yth Novomber, 1811. 

' I liavc employed Captain Boss, of the Boyal Engineers, 
to perform certain works upon the Douro, in order to render 
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the river navigable as high up as possible for the service of 
the army. I beg you to give him such assistance of work- 
men, with their tools, as he may require for this work, he 
paying them their hire. For this you will be responsible. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Juiz of " Wellington. 

Villa Nova do Foz Coa, 

To Vice Admiral the Hon, George Berkeley • 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 2d December, 1811. 

^ I received at the same time your letters of the 24th and 
28th, and by the same post a dispatch from Lord Liverpool, 
of which I enclose a copy, regarding the troop ships and 
small transports for the Douro and Mondego ; and a letter, 
of which I enclose an extract, regarding the subject to 
which yours of the 24th relates ; the last is exactly of the 
same purport with that which you have received from Mr. 
Yorlce. 

^ In answer to the last paragraph of your letter of the 
24th, I assure you that I shall be very sorry if any change 
is made in your situation, which is not wished for by your- 
self. 

^ I shall write to my brother again respecting the em- 
ployment of the ships of your squadron exclusively in carry- 
ing the money from Cadiz for this army. 

' I observe that you have had some correspondence with 
Captain Holloway, of the Engineers, regarding the con- 
struction of furnaces for hot shot in the sea batteries of the 
Tagus. T am desirous that this work should be performed 
by the Portuguese engineers, as being necessary for the 
completion of the old works of the country. If I were to 
allow our engineers to perform any work (not immediately 
necessary for our own accommodation) in the ancient for- 
tifications of the country, I should have to incur an expense 
nearly equal to the subsidy, as there is nothing which the 
Portuguese Government would not throw upon us. I have 
therefore drawn the line as above stated. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral ^ WELLINGTON. 

the Hon, G. Berkeley! 
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Lieut. Colonel Torrens, Military Secretary to His Royal Highness 
the Commander in. Chief. 

" My dear Torrens, ‘ Froncda, 2d DoccmLcr, 181 1. 

I have received your letters of the 2Stli Oc‘tol)er and of 
the 3d November, and I am very much obliged to His Koyal 
Highness for attending to my requests in liivor of Brig. 
Generals Murray, Hulsc, Pakenham, and Mackinnon. Tlie 
arrangement for the rank of the British Oifu^ers in the Por- 
tuguese service was not made according to my opinion, but 
I am inclined to believe it was right. It has worked well, 
at all events, which is the best test of its soundness, and 
it requires only a little attention in bringing the troops 
together, in order to avoid inconvenicn(‘e from thost‘ ])arts 
of it which one would wish to be otherwise than they are. 
Anytliing would be better than an alteration at present. 

' I am obliged to you for attending to our wants of 

General Officers. did not succeed very well when 

he was here before, but 1 dare say he will do so mnv. I 
have a high opinion of General Kcnnpt trom all that I hava^ 
heard of him. We have now more than wc can well dispose 
of, particularly if Beckwith comes out again ; and there arc 

two with whom wc could dispense witli advantage, and 

. They arc both respectable Otfu’crs as commanders 

of regiments, but they arc neither of them very lit io take 
charge of a large body. 1 understand that •— wishes to 
return home to unite himself with a lady oif 'as y virl nr ; and 

has been very ill latcdy, and 1 think might be induced 

to go. I shall try if 1 can get them away in tliis manner, us 
I would not on any account hurt the feelings of either. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Li out. Colonel Torrens.^ * \ V ic l m N 0 ton . 


To His Mxrrllmry ( 'harlrs Stuart. 

‘ My dear SlK, * Frenctla, Sd December, IBii. 

" I have received your letter of the 2bth, and I concur in 
your giving the Portuguese (h>vernment 20,000/., or any 
sum you please. It is well, however, to continue the threat 
to pay no more till the military chest shall be established. 

' 1 desired that 50,000 dollars of the sum recently received 
from Cadiz should be paid to you. 
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^ I shall desire Mr. Bissett to receive the 24^000 dollars 
for the marine stores sent to Algiers. 

^ I intended to write to you this morning, to recommend 
that the Government should take up my proclamation of 
April last as the ground of their proceeding in respect to 
the concealment of property by the people. This appears 
to be Nogucira's opinion, and I see that they projjosc send- 
ing me the papers on the subject^ so that I shall be able to 
put the business in such a train as not to create unnecessary 
alarm. 

^ You will have seen that the Marquez de Valencja and 
the Marquez Ponte de Lima and Colonel Vasconcellos, went 
from Guinaldo towards Lisbon some days ago. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ^ W E LLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart,^ 

To the Right Hon^ Henry Wellesley. 

* My dear Henry, ‘ Freneda, 4tli December, isil. 

^ I enclose my dispatch of this date. I have received one 
or two reports of a general movement by the enemy to this 
quarter with another convoy. They must come before long, 
or the place will be distressed. 

‘ Admiral Berkeley has written to me again upon the em- 
ployment of the ships of his squadron to carry our money 
fiom Cadiz and Gibraltar to Lisbon. As the Officers and 
men of this squadron perform all the duties of the army, it 
is but fair that they should enjoy any benefit to be derived 
from the service. At all events, it is not fair that they 
should perform all the severe and unpleasant duty, and that 
those of another squadron should enjoy the benefit. On 
these principles I settled that a ship of the Admiral’s squa- 
dron should go to Cadiz periodically to bring away the 
money which Mr. Duff might have for us; but it has fre- 
quently happened that it has been sent in one of the vessels 
of the squadron at Cadiz, even though one of Admiral 
Berkeley s squadron has been waiting there ; and in a 
recent instance, the Admiral says, that in the order given 

y stated that the vessel was sent by your 

particular desire. ^ ^ 

‘ I shall be very much obliged to you if you will desire 
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Duff to send this money by the vessel which Admiral 
Berkeley will send for it periodically. If this should not 
be done, it would be better that we should not suffer the 
inconvenience of sending the vessel. 

" Ever yours most affectionately, 

‘ The Eight Hoyi, F. Wellesley: ‘ Wellington. 

To the Earl of Liveyyool, Secretary of State. 

^ My dear Lord, ‘ Freneda, 4th December, 1811. 

^ I received only by the last post your letter of the 3d 
October. Lest it should be imagined that I have any desire 
that Admiral Berkeley should be relieved, I mention that it 
is impossible for two Officers to be on better terms than we 
are. I have always found the Admiral not only disposed to 
give us every assistance in his power, but to anticipate and 
exceed our wishes in this way. I know that the Duke of 
Richmond and Lord Bathurst are anxious that the Admiral 
should remain, and I would submit to many inconveniences 
to gratify them; but it would really be unjust to Admiral 
Berkeley to say otherwise than that he anticipates all our 
wishes, and that we go on very well with him. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ' W ELLINGTON. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

^ My Lord, ‘ Freneda, 4tli December, 1811. 

^ According to the intention which I communicated to 
your Lordship in my dispatch of the 27th November, I with- 
drew our advanced guard across the Agueda on the 29th, 
and again extended the cantonments of the army. 

^ The impossibility of finding subsistence on the spot, and 
the difficulty of procuring means of transport in Portugal to 
move forward our magazines from the places at which the 
rivers ceased to be navigable, have obliged me at present to 
extend the cantonments, particularly of the cavalry, farther 
than would be expedient on military considerations. But 
offensive military operations in the present season are almost 
impracticable, and I hope that I have kept in this neigh- 
borhood a force sufficiently large to prevent the enemy from 
undertaking anything. 

VOL. VIII, 2 F 
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^ Don Carlos de Espana has informed me that he attacked 
the enemy on the 2Sth of November:, on their retreat from 
the Sierra de Francia, between Miranda and Endrinal, with 
a detachment of Don Julian Sanchez’ infantry, and a de- 
tachment of the Regiment de la Princessa. On their arrival 
at Endrinal they were attacked by Don Julian Sanchez with 
his cavalry, and were obliged to form in a square. 

^ Don Carlos informs me that the enemy suffered consider- 
able loss, and that his troops got j)ossession of some of the 
money of which the enemy had plundered the inhabitants of 
the Sierra de Francia. 

^ Don Carlos de Espana mentions particularly the con- 
duct of Lieut. William Reid, of the Royal Engineers, who 
attended Iiim upon this expedition, having before been em- 
ployed to perform a service under his directions. 

^ I have received no intelligence either from Galicia or 
from Cadiz, or from Valencia, since I addressed your Lord- 
ship on the 27th of November. It appears that the troops 
which have entered Asturias belong to General Bonet’s 
dhision of the army of the north, which division was em- 
ployed to observe the army of Galicia at the period at wliicli 
the armies of the north and of Portugal were collected in 
September for the relief of Ciudad Rodrigo. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

The Earl of Liverpool' < Wellington. 


To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

" Ml DEAR Lord, < Freneda, 4th December, 1831. 

I enclose the last morning reports. The cold weather 

Is warn “ T* “ tto hospitals lately; 

. _ „ ‘ Believe me, &c. 

The Earl ofLtverpooi: , WELLINGTON. 

■ To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 
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Murviedro. Reports of iliis description liavo p;cn orally boon 
the forerunner of accounts of sonic serious disaster to the 
Spaniards, and I am very apprehensive that Yalcmcia is lost. 

^ The loss of this place is of great importance; the greater 
number of tlie grandees of Spain liave estates in Vahmeia, 
upon the revenues of which they have subsisted since they 
have lost everything elscwhci'c. It may be expected, tlieiav 
fore, that the loss of this kingdom will induce many to wish 
to submit to the French yolce. The jirobability that the fall 
of A^alcncia would immediately follow the loss of d arragona, 
was the cause of the ferment at Cadiz in the commencement 
of the last summer. This ferment was directed against us, 
and the failure of the operations in whicli we had been 
engaged was stated to be the cause of it; but as the fall 
of Badajoz, which was certainly the most laial cve^nt ol 
the war, created no impression at Cadiz, notwithstanding 
that it was the result of treaclicry, it cammt Ixdicvcxl that 
the failure in retaking it was the caxise. ol' the ferment at 
Cadiz, in the summer. It wuis the fall of Tarragona, which 
having opened the road to the I'emaining estates of the 
grandees, created a wish to submit among this order ami 
tlicir adherents; and as this misfortune could not by uny 
misrepresentation be attributed to the English, the uttimtiou 
of the public was turned with great di‘xlerity to llu‘ opera- 
tions in wliich they luid not succiaxled. 

We may expect a similar ferment on ilie ])res(‘ni txx’usioiu 
and a more general inclination at Cadiz to submit to the 
French; but this is not the only view in which tlm loss of 
Valencia is a misfortune. 1 am afraid that, although Blake 
has found no resources in that jirovinco, that his army was 
starving, and that he could get no money to buy the provi- 
sions which were expected in the ]>ort, (‘xcc'pting by loans 
raised u])on the credit of Mr. 'I'u])per, my l)rolh(a’’s agent 
there, the French will find in VaUmcia tlu‘ rt^souna's of 
money and provisions of which they sluml so much in neetb 

^ There is also another view in which t he loss of \'ulencia, 
is a serious misfortune, and that is, that IhlseompieHt, unlike 
the others which 1 he enemy have nnuhi in Spain, will pro- 
mote the concentration of their forces. Even if Suchei 
should not be able to press on fartlier to the southward than 
Valencia, and Soult jshould not bo able to extend Im troops 

2 F 2 
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SO as to communicate with. Sachet through Murcia^ Sachet 
will be able to communicate^ by a shorter route than he had, 
with the armies of the centre and of Portugal, and with the 
troops in Castille; he will be on the back of the Empecinado, 
Mina, and others, and will cut off the supplies which they 
have received through Valencia. 

If the people of Valencia should submit as soon as the 
military force in the kingdom will be subdued, which, from 
what I hear of them, I think probable, Suchefs force will 
then be disposable on the left of Soult, or to support the 
armies of the north and of Portugal, more immediately 
opposed to us. 

" However, notwithstanding this misfortune, if it should 
have occurred, and its probable consequences, I do not des- 
pair of the result of the contest. Buonaparte is still fiw 
from making the conquest even of that part of the Peninsula 
of which he has the military possession, and the people of 
the country are still disposed to resist whenever they see a 
prospect of advantage ; we shall soon find new modes of 
communicating with, and supplying, the guerrillas, even if 
the old sliould be cut off; and, in truth, the devastation 
wiiich attends the progress of the enemy’s arms, and is the 
consequence of their continuance in any part of the country, 
is our best friend, and will in the end bring the contest to a 
conclusion. 


‘ The whole country ‘between Madrid and the Alcntoio is 
now a desert, and a still smaller proportion of the land has 
been cultivated this winter. The argument of tlic people of 
the country is, that it is better to rob than to sow and have 
PrenT^''"^ of their harvests taken from them; and the 
French begin to find that they cannot keep their large armies 
together for any operation that ivill take time, and that when 

' Th do nothing with small bodies, 

if- IS that we experience nearly the same 

difficulties; we caunot venture to undertake anything with a 
small body, and a large body would starve. Lt fe W 
dvantages in the Peninsula which the French cannot eniov • 
we have possession of all the navigable riversTf lch 
^ake use to convey our supplies, as“ far as ^0^ v f 

PP > nd the formation of our magazines on the 
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coast. It is true that the rivers carry only io a certain dis- 
tance from the coast, and we have lutlicrio l)C(m able to 
supply ourselves witli difficulty on the frontiers of Portugal; 
but I have now in hand various measures to increase our 
means, and to enable us to establish ourselves still farther in 
the country, whatever may be the state of the. local re- 
sources ; one of these is to render the Douro navigable up 
to the junction of the Agueda, which I hojx^ to effect In a 
short time. 

^ Besides this, I hope to be able to re])ort to your Lord- 
ship, in the course of next month, that Aluneida is re-esta- 
blished as a military post. 1 found, upon examination, that 
Sir Brent Spencer’s explosion had not done so much damage 
as he had supposed, and indeed the injury was almost con- 
fined to the dispersion of the i)eople eolh'cted to repair tlie 
damages done by Brenier, and to t!u‘ delay, till I bad again 
examined the place, of all measures to re-t^siablish it, 

^ The financial arrangements, which 1 hopt^ will soon be 
carried into execution at Lisbon, will likuMvise iittprove our 
situation, and increase our resources for a forward operation. 
However well inclined the Spaniards are, they will give 
nothing without payment in ready money ; and wlum I 
assembled tlic lroo])s some days ago, W(‘ should soon have, 
suffered distress if 1 bad not separated tluun again, Inraust' 
we had no ready money; and the Sj)aniards, us usual, would 
give nothing except for rea<ly moiuy ])ayineiits. 

^ The object of our arrangements at Jasbun is to increase 
the value, raise the credit, and of course prutuote. tlie circu- 
lation of the Portuguese papei*. 'This measure will (mable 
us to xisc it in our payments at I.isbon, and In lht‘ lower 
parts of Portugal; and m’c sliall liav(‘ for our eN})ens(‘s on the 
frontier a great part of 11 h» sjiecie which was berori‘ (‘xpemded 
in these ])ayinents. To this add, that tlu‘ improvtmient in 
the value of the paper will reduce the money i»rice (jfall the 
articles which we purchase in Portugal. 

' Our situation is imj>roving therefore ; and \vhat<*ver may 
be the fate of Valencia, if the Spanish nation still hold out, I 
think they may yet bo saved. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Earl qfLiverpooV * WELLINGTON* 
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To 

c ‘ Head Quarters, 5th December, 1811. 

^ I have received your letter of the 23d November, and I 
enclose the duplicate of one which I wrote to a person who 
made me a communication respecting you some days ago. 
You appear to have written your letter of the 2:3d November 
under a misapprehension. You think that the Government 
are inclined to pardon you : so far from it, that if they can 
catch you, or have you caught, you will be hanged ; and I 
therefore recommend you to keep out of the way, and to take 
care of yourself. In the enclosed letter I have stated the 
only means by which you can hope to receive a pardon for 
your crimes ; and I can undertake to solicit your pardon on 
no other terms. 

^ In order to comply with these terms, and to perform the 
service which I require from you, it is not necessary to put 
you in communication with any of the persons you mention. 
You have only to send your letters to the advanced posts of 
tliis army, and there is no occasion for any answer from me. 
I must tell you, however, that if I were to attempt to put 
you in communication with the Spanish Officers you men- 
tion, such is their well founded detestation and mistrust of 
every Portuguese who has anything to say to the French, 
that notwithstanding their confidence in me, they would 
refuse to comply with my proposition. 

^ I have the honor to he, &c. 

* " Wklungton. 


To Lieut. General Hill. 

^ My dear Hill, * Freneda, Ctli December, 1811 . 

" I shall not move Byng from his brigade if 1 can help it ; 
hut we have many General Officers coming out, all of whom 
will require commands. 

I have orders to complete the 1st batt. 39th regiment to 
1200 rank and file, by drafts from the 2d battalion, and to 
sen the latter home. I was actually writing you the orders 
to ma "e this arrangement, when I received vour letter an- 
nouncing that the ophthalmia prevailed in the" 1st battalion ; 
but when they recover so far as to induce you to think that 
you can mix them with the other troops without danger of 
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infection, I request you to carry these orders into execution. 
Let me know when you do so, that I may give out the 
orders. 

^ You will do well to open all the letters coming to me 
from Austin. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Hill: ‘ WliLl.llsnTON. 

To Major General H. Clinton, 

‘ My dear General, ‘ Frcneda, 5tli December, IBU. 

^ I was in hopes that I should have had the advantage of 
your assistance in this country, and I had intended to re- 
quest you to take the command of the 7tli division of 
infantry, when I thoiight that General Macfarlanc was 
coming likewise ; and of the Oth division, when 1 Ibund that 
he was destined for Sicily. 

' I was concerned to iind, hy your letter of the l(>lh No- 
vember, which I received tins day, that. Lord William Ikm- 
tinck had desired to have your assistance likewise in Hicily, 
and as the Commander in Chief has permitted me to allow 
you to go there, and it appears by your letter that you are 
desirous of joining Lord William Bentinck, I cannot bring 
myself to detain you, notwithstanding that I am much in 
want of your assistance. I am not aware of Lord William's 
objects in Sicily, but if you should think it desirable to return 
to this country, I shall be happy to liavc^ your assistance. 

^ I beg to be kindly remembered to Mrs. CUinlon, if she 
should be with you, and that you will 

‘ Believe nu^ &c. 

^ Major General * Wkllincjton. 

IL ClintQ7i: 

To ilifi Earrllencif Charter Stuart. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Fron(‘tla, <;ih DcihmuIht, isn, 

* 1 have received your letter of tlu‘ 2d. 1 propose that 

those for whose use the carts are liired, shall ])ay tlu* fee of 
200 rcis to the magistrate for ])roducing them; and I shall 
authorize the commissaries, and others of the British army, 
to charge this fee in their accounts (properly vouched), by 
the same General Order in which 1 shall publish the regu- 
lation of the Government. 
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^ I enclose a letter 'v\^hicli I liave received from Lord Liver- 
pool, in answer to one which I wrote to him upon the ejQTect 
produced upon the circulation of Portugal, hy the state of 
our afiairs with America, and upon the remedy which I 
proposed in case those affairs should continue as they now 
are. 

" From the statement in this letter, 3:^011 will sec that the 
harvest in Great Britain has been so little favorable, tliat 
Portugal cannot expect any supply of corn from thence. It 
will therefore be desirable that you should take your mea- 
sures in time to keep tliis country supplied from the Medi- 
terranean and from America till the next harvest. 

^ We have always in store for our army three months’ 
provisions, and I am about to order the Commissary General 
immediately to make arrangements to get a snj^ply foi* 
three months’ more, independently of wliat he may get from 
England. 

‘ The supply of the Portuguese army is not so important 
as that of the nation ; and I am afraid we must submit to a 
drain of specie for that object. But the rise in the value of 
p>aper, and its increased circulation, owing to the iinancial 
measures, which ought not to be delayed, will, I hope, enable 
us to afford this expenditure of specie. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

^ ^ Wklijngton. 

Charles Stuart^' 


To Lieut. Colonel Sir Iloivard Bart. 

C O |- -p 

‘Frc-ne<l;i, 7tli Dtremhor, 1811 . 

iq 41,^ I’cccivilig- yoiiv loKm-.s of l]ic 

I'Sth and 21st nit.. Nos. 12 and 13. 

the allies aie called npon to protect the gnorrillas hv rcta 
hating- upon the enemy the injuries thev do to thosn wlio 
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^ When the Spanish Government and armies shall take 
up this subject as they ought, it will rest with the British 
Government (not me) to determine whether they will enter 
into this system of retaliation in favor of the Spaniards. 

" In answer to your second letter, I concur with you in 
opinion that the Spaniards gave but little opposition to the 
entry of the enemy into Asturias. Then they call upon me 
to make a movement for their relief. I am perfectly aware 
of the advantage wdiicli the enemy derive fi-om their position 
in the Asturias; but no movement which I could make 
could relieve that province, supposing that I could make a 
movement. Bonet's division, by which the Asturias has 
been occupied, was never brought against this army. That 
division observed the arm}^ of Galicia while the army of the 
north came to the relief of Ciudad Rodrigo. Till the army 
of Galicia shall be capable of moving, Bonct’s division is 
equally well situated for observing the army of Galicia in 
Asturias as in Leon ; and no movement which I could make 
could induce that division to leave the Asturias. 

" But it is impossible for me to move more forward than 
I am at present. The Spaniards invariably forget that a 
large army must be supplied; and although they cry out 
loudly for assistance, they invariably refuse and omit to 
supply with provisions those who go to give it to them ; 
which same provisions are afterwards forced from them by 
the enemy. The British army are therefore necessarily 
obliged to subsist on their magazines on the rivers ; and 
they cannot communicate with their magazines at a greater 
distance from them than they are at present. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ LieuL Colonel ‘ WelliKGTON. 

Sir H. Doifglas, BarV 

To the Magistrate of the Town, of . 

f ‘ Breneda, 7 th December, 1811. 

^ Complaints have been made to me, that the soldiers of 
the cavalry sell their clothes, arms, and accoutrements, and 
the forage for their horses, to the inhabitants of the town 

of , to obtain money to purchase wine. I have given 

directions that those guilty of these practices may be pu- 
nished ; but as there would be no sellers if there were no 
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purcliRS6rs, I notice to the inhRljitRiits of 

the town and district of that if anything belonging to 

a soldier of the British army is found in the possession of 
any one of them, the person will be sent to my head quar- 
ters, in order to be brought to trial before the Special Com- 
mission, and punished. 

' I have the honor to be, See. 

‘ The Magistrate of the Town of .’ ^ WiauNGTON. 


To His Excellency Charles Stiiavt. 

e ‘ FrenefUl, 7tli December, 1811. 

" I have the honor to inform you that a duel was foii<>'ht 
on the 11th of November last, by Captain ***»"* and Captain 

of the — regiment, in which the former received a 

wound, of which he has since died. 

^ The duel was fought within the Portuguese territory. 

^ I request you to lay the enclosed papers on the subject 
before the Portuguese Government, and to inform them 

that Captain is in close arrest, and that he shall be 

given up to stand his trial when the Government of the 
country shall think proper to ask for him. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

* His Excellency " WELLINGTON, 

Charles Stuart,^ 

To Lieut, Colonel Torrens, Military Secretary to His Royal Hig/mess 
the Commander in Chief, 

^ My dear Torrens, ‘Frenoda, 7tli Docombor, 1811. 

^ I am very much in want of such Officers as General 
Clinton and General Macfarlanc. One of our divisions is 
in itself a complete army, composed of British and foreign 
troops, artillery, departments, «Scc. ; and it requires some 
discretion and sense to manage such a concern. But when 
Lord William Bentinck expresses a wish to have the assist- 
ance of those Officers for the conduct of such a business as 
I imagine he has in hand (for I do not know what it is), I 
could not think of detaining for a moment General Clinton, 
respecting whom His Royal Highness left me an option. 

Accordingly, having received a letter from General 
Clmton by the same post with yours of the 17th, expressing 
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his wish to proceed to Sicily, I wrote him the answer of which 
I enclose the copy, giving my consent to his going there. 

I have given leave to Sir William Erskine to go homo 
to lease his estate ; and General Colo wants to go, and will 
go before long. Murray also, I am sorry to say, is desirous 
of going for a short time. 

" All that I am afraid of is, that on somci fine day I sliall 
be found with this large army, without the assistance wlucli 
is necessary to conduct it. However, I must do my best. 

" I propose to place General Tilson under General Hill. 
The Gth and 7th divisions arc without Commanding Officers, 
and the 4th will be equally destitute when General Cole 
shall go. The cavalry with General Hill is under Major 
General Long. 

^ When I say that the 7th division is without a Command- 
ing Officer, I ought to add, that I am ])cndb(‘ily satisfied 
with Alton, who is now the senior, and indeed the only 
General Oiliccr with that division. But no business can be 
well conducted by anybody who is to conduct it only for a 
time. The (ith division is commanded by Major (ietieral 
Burne, and the 4th will be commanded by Major General 
Kemmis, when General Cole shall go. 

‘ Believe me, &(\ 

" Liout, Colonel Turnm.sJ' * Wki.i.iN(;t<)N. 

2b the Earl of Liverpool, Secret ary of State, 

' My Lord, * Fronoda, 7th Docoiuhor, 1811. 

' I liavc the honor to enclose u letter from Marshal Sir 
W. Boresford, containing demands of the Portuguese Go- 
vernment against , and , latt^ oi^ llu^ 

Lusitanian Legion. 

‘ I proposed, for your la)rdship’s decision, in my dlspalcU 
of the I3th November, ISll, a Tn{)dc of settling tlu‘ demand 

against ; and I reipiest U> have your Lordship's 

decision on that subject, and on the dcmiand against 

‘ 1 liavo the honor to be, See. 

‘ The Earl qf Liverpool: * VVkllinuton. 
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To His Excellency Charles Stuart. • 

^ DEAR SlR> * Fi'sucdcij 8tli Il6C6iixl)6r5 1811* 

^ I have received your letter of the dth, and I am happy 
to find that the revenue holds out. I am convinced that, if 
the Government works in earnest, we shall soon have it in 
a very prosperous state. 

I observe that the marine cost, last month, above 500 
contos. Surely this expense is now useless. It would be 
better to apply the money to pay the ransom to the Dey, 
and to get rid of the necessity of maintaining a navy, and of 
incurring this expense. 

I do not know what to do with the 15,000 dollars which 
the committee for the charities have sent to me. Krst, 
Mr. Briscall, whom I charged with making inquiries, has 
been taken ill, and is gone to Lisbon. Secondly, I find 
that the rich persons, in easy circumstaaices, and the poor, 
are equally desirous, and claim a right, to partake of the 
charity. The curates in the villages, wl)o arc the legitimate 
sources of intelligence regarding the wants of individuals, 
declare that they are afraid to omit the names of any in a 
list of persons distressed by the war. They say that tlic 
rich and powerful insist upon sharing with others ; and the 
curate of this very village says that a legacy of corn came 
into his hands, to be distributed to the poor of the village, 
in which rich and all insisted upon sharing alike. 

^ I acknowledge that this has given me a very bad opinion 
of the Portuguese ; and if I cannot devise some mode of 
finding out who are the really distressed, I shall send the 
money back, with the exception of 200 dollars, which 1 have 
given to General Pack to lay out for the ])oor peoj)lc of 
Preixo, Azinhal, &c. Up to this moment, the people have 
suffered but little. They gain a good deal of money by 
performing little services for the troops; and there is a 
market in every village in which they are cantoned. This is 
better for the people than millions in charity, 

a see in the newspapers that the Bishop of Guarda has 
reckoned every person in his diocese as distressed, in the 
same manner as my curates ; and ho calculates the assist- 
ance which each can receive, out of the money placed in his 
hands, at five reis, which is about a farthing ! I am the- 



181], 


FRENEDA. 


445 


roughly convinced that there are five persons out of ten in 
his diocese, who are richer in money at this moment than 
they were in the year 1 808. Their houses are probably not 
in such good repair their furniture not so good or so plen- 
tiful, nor their stores so full of corn, wine, oil, and garlic, as 
they were then ; but there is no want of money. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ His Excellenq/ ' WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart^ 

To His Excellency Charles Slmrt. 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 10th December, ISl 1 . 

' I have received your letter of the 6th. 

^ I am very sorry to say that I differ with the Government 
on all their measures of finance ; and I am much afraid that 
they will not only defeat their own objects, but will entirely 
prevent me from deriving any advantage from those mea- 
sures in the British finance in this country. 

^ The first measure goes to perpetuate the circulation of 
fictitious paper. Is it intended that all the circulating paper 
money shall have the stamp of all the subordinate offices, or 
of one only? If of all, then the paper must circulate through 
all the offices before it can be worth anything. If of one 
only, then it is in the power of any office to circulate any 
fictitious paper they please. 

^ The Portaria, mentioned as the second measure, will be 
just as inoperative as the ancient law, if the intrinsic value 
of the paper, or, in other words, the credit of the Govern- 
ment, is not improved by the measures which they will now 
adopt. 

^ The third measure is not fit to be considered by a Go- 
vernment, and shall not have one moment of my considera- 
tion. The Government that jobs in stock on its own account 
can never acquire credit ! 

' The fourth measure goes to debase the copper coinage. 
Let the copper be issued at its value, and be exchanged for 
paper at the regular rate of exchange, and there will be no 
difficulty in making it current. The measure of issuing it 
at a depreciated rate in respect to other coins for paper, can 
have the effect of raising the value of paper only for a 
moment. 
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The fifth ttieasure will be good in eight months hence ; 
that is to say^ in about ten months after I had recommended 
it, and after the Prince had ordered it to' be adopted. 

^ If it is proper and right to pay the interest on paper 
money, why not pay it from the 1st of July ? Who will be- 
lieve that the interest will be paid on the 1st of June, 1812 ^ 
Not I, certainly : and if the Government do not adopt some 
serious steps to raise the credit of this paper, I have in con- 
templation a measure which will destroy the whole fabric at 
once ; and that is, to give orders that it may not be received 
in payment for bills upon England. Why should the British 
army support the credit of a paper for which the Govern- 
ment will do nothing ? I had lately nearly 500,000/. in this 
paper : that is to say, a good large proportion of the whole ; 
but unless its credit is raised, that shall never again happen. 

^ In regard to the sixth measure, I protest against the 
whole of it, excepting that part to pay the interest on 
Apolices from the 1st July. I object entirely to the creation 
of new paper or new funds, before the old paper is provided 
for. As for the scheme of discriminating between tbe old 
holders and new purchasers of Apolices, and of canvassing 
the prices paid for Apolices, it is the most wild and extra- 
vagant, the least practicable, the most unjust, and most 
inconsistent with the principles of financial policy, that has 
ever yet come under my view. 

rl beg the Government to advert to my first letter to 
them on the 3d October, on the subject of the interest on 
paper money, which is the foundation of all their proceeding's 
on this subject. I repeat, that unless they can improve the 
credit of the circulating ^credit in Portugal, Great Britain 
cannot maintain the contest in the Peninsula, not for want 
of means, because, thank God ! Great Britain was never in 
so prosperous a state ; but because the state of the world 
will not allow her to procure a sufficient quantity of specie. 

" If Great Britain should be obliged to withdraw from the 
contest, or if I should think proper to adopt the measure 
which I have above pointed out in regard to paper money, 
(and I must adopt some measure of the kind, if the cir- 
culating value of the paper money is not improved,) what 
will become of their fine spun and stockjobbing theories for 
the improvement of their credit ? 



1811. 


FRENEDA. 


447 


‘ I can give no opinion respecting the taxes on the 
farmers, till I know exactly wlial ihey are. (generally 
speaking', it is a gross error to 1x^1 ieve that the country is so 
much distressed as is stated. I would also ohserve upon all 
Principal Souza s idans, that they arc drawn with a view to 
a state of peace. Portugal is at war, and must he at war; 
and great sacrifices must he made, and every nerve and 
resource must be strained to carry the country through its 
difficulties. It will afterwards be time to think of improve- 
ments. This is the only country in the world winch, having 
such an enemy to oppose, and such a cause to fight for, 
would tliink of leaving any resource unai)plied to the 
purposes of war. 

^ Believe me, &c, 

‘ His Excellency ^ Wr: LI JKGTON. 

Charles SiuarL’ 

T(i Major General Cooke. 

^ Sir, * llilh December, 1811. 

" 1 have liad the honor of receiving your letters to the 
27th November. 

' The result of General Ballcsioros expedition could not 
he dilfcu'cnt from what it has been, lie advanced without 
plan or object, and without force suilicient to elfecd, anything 
imj)oriant. He was nc’ccssarily obliged to retire as soon as 
a suilicient force was brought against him ; and in the mean- 
time, his own and the British troops liave suffered from tlic 
privations to which they have lieen liable, and exposure to 
the weather at this season of the year. 

' It is a mistake to su|)poso tliat these Bufferings, and the 
consequent deficiency of numbers, are confined to our troops. 
Our Officers are not yet brought to consider these evils with 
indilference ; and the trouble which the care of the sick of 
tlic British army brings upon our Officers, draws their 
aticnliou to the diminution of the numbers of* the Britisli 
troops, while no care being lakcm of the sick of tlie Spanish 
army, the Officers know nothing about them; and although 
we do not hoar so much of sickne.ss, and of diminution of 
numhers, from the Spanish Olfieers, it may be depended 
upon, that no men can bear hunger and fatigue, and the 
exposure to wet and cold in this season of the year, without 
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sufFering. from it; that all suffer equally, probably those 
most who arc the least clothed, and havg been least fed and 
taken care of before. 

• I am concerned to observe that Colonel Skerrett attri- 
butes the necessity for the retreat of General Ballesteros 
and himself in the end of Novcml^cr, to General Hill’s 
return to his cantonments in the end of October. Wc^ in 
this part of the Peninsula, have never had any knowledge 
of the plan or object of, or the means for General Bal- 
lesteros’ operations; and General IliU’s expedition was 
planned without any reference to what was passing in the 
bay of Gibraltar. General Hill had an olyect which he 
executed, and then returned to his cantonments according 
to the orders he received. These orders were given, because 
it was known that General Hill could not stay any longer 
without uselessly exposing his troops to the wants and 
hardships of which Colonel Skerrett complains, and which 
are inseparable from all operations in the Peninsula, 
particularly in Spain. 

' Although we may be blamed for the necessity of the late 
retreat of General Ballesteros, &c., it is certainly true that 
General Daricau’s detachment has arrived ui Estremadura, 
and that there are more of the enemy’s troops now in that 
province south of the Guadiana, than there were when 
General Hill withdrew from Merida. So far, it will be 
admitted, that since General Hill's operation, some troops 
have been removed from Andalusia; and certainly none 
have returned thither. 

I have thought' it proper to advert to these opinions, 
which, as usual, will be used as topics of abuse against the 
British Government, in order to make known to you tlicsc 
matters of fact, as an answer to them. 

^ Mr. Wellesley has stated to me that it was possible that 
the Spanish Government might require the assistance of 800 
or 1000 men to garrison Carthagena. Adverting to the 
importance of this place as a naval station, I liave taken 
upon myself to allow that number of men to proceed to 
Carthagena, till the pleasure of His Koyal Higlincss the 
Prince Eegent can be known. 

^ Accordingly, if Mr. Wellesley should desire it, I request 
you to send thither the 2d batt. G7th regiment, and 
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the battalion of foreijjn detachments, or, in lieu of the 
latter, five companies of the Regiment de Watteville, if it 
should be your opinion that they are more to be depended 
upon than the battalion of foreign detachments. You will 
also send there one Captain and two Subalterns of engineers 
and one company of artillery, 

" Colonel Lambert* is to go in command of these troops^ 
till I can relieve him by the arrival of a General Officer in 
this country. You will send with them an Officer of the 
commissariat, and a sufficient number of Officers of the 
medical department, supplied with medicines : but until 
further orders these troops arc to be considered as a detach- 
ment from the garrison of Cadiz. 

" I enclose a copy of the instructions*]- which I gave to the 
detachment which was sent from this army to Cadiz, which 
must be the guide for the troops at Carthagena, as far as 
they may be applicable. 1 wish that it should be stii>ulatcd 
that the British detachment should occupy the castle on the 
height at the entrance of the harbor, as being tlic most 
important position, that from which it is most easy to cotn- 
inunicatc with the sea, and the most healthy situation. 

' I beg that the Officers of the engineers and artillery 
may immediately be em]>loyed to make out and send mo 
plans and descriptions of the place, returns of the ordnance, 
ammunition, and stores, which it contains, and accounts of 
its capacity for defence. 1 request that the attention of the 
senior Officer of engineers may be turned in particular to 
the height on the right of the entrance of the harbor; and 
that he will report whether that hciglii can be occupied by 
field works in such a manner as to be tenable ; and particu- 
larly, whether from that height it is practicable to have a 
secure comiiumication with the liarbor. 

‘ I likewise wish the same circumstance to be reported in 
regard to the fort on the height on the left of the entrance 
of the harbor; and the nature of the connminicaiion be- 
tween the two, the breadth of the harbor to be passed, the 
means of passing, &c. 

♦ Litfut. Qtjn(?ral Sir John I^ambort', K..C.B. 

f See letter to B. Freiv, Ks<j., 'I'orrey Ve<has, fjth February, 1810, vol. v. 
p, 488 *, autl letter to Major General the Hon. W. Stewart, Viseu, 27th February? 
1810, vol. Y. p. 523. 

VOL. VIII. 2 G 
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'The attention of the medical department must bo 
turned to the state of the health of the existing garrison and 
of the inhabitants of Carthagena; and if the yellow fever 
should still prevail there Colonel Lambert must not land. 
The medical gentlemen must report on the nature of that 
disease, whether it is practicable by any precautions, such as 
burning infectious clothes, &c., to prevent its return in the 
next hot season, or to mitigate or guard against its effects. 
They will j)articularly advert to the situation of the fort 
which I wish the Britisli troops to occupy, and will sec whe- 
ther it would be possible to prevent the communication 
between that fort and the town, so as to prevent infection. 

‘ If Colonel Lambert should find the place attacked when 
he shall arrive there, he will decide to land or not, according 
to his view of the chances which may exist that the assist- 
ance of the detachment under his command may save the 
place, if there should be provisions and ammunition suffi- 
cient to last during the siege. Ho will likewise advert to the 
possibility of embarking; and, if it sliould be practicable, 
he will embark his detachment before the place shall capitu- 
late, supposing it to lie reduced to such an extremity. But 
if he should be of opinion, on his arrival, that the assist- 
ance of his detachment may save the place, he is not to bo 
prevented from landing to aid in its defence by a notion of 
the possibility that he may not bo able to rc-embark. 

' In that case he will endeavor to prevail with the go- 
vernor to send away the most valuable ship timber and 
naval stores in the transpoi-ts which will take his detach- 
ment ; but if he should not succeed, or if it should be im- 
practicable to embark those stores, he will insist with the go- 
vernor, before he will land, as a condition on which alone he 
can land, that before the governor shall enter into any terms 
of capitulation with the enemy, or before he shall stand a 
storm, all the ship timber and naval stores, ships, craft. See., 
in the place or harbor, shall be burnt. 

' Mr. Wellesley will give Colonel Lambert the necessary 
letters to the governor of Carthagena. 

' The troops must take with them 200,000 rounds of mus- 
ket ammunition, besides GO rounds per man in their pouches. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

' Major Genffral Cooke,’ ‘ Wbllington. 
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To Dom Miguel Forjas^ 

^ Sir, * Frcueda, 12tli December, 1811. 

^ I have received your letter of the 29th November^ 
regarding the mistake which appears to have occurred in 
England in respect to the grant of the favors of Ilis Thiyal 
tiighness the Prince Regent of Portugal to Brig. General 
Wilson, the governor of the province of Minho. 

' As a British subject, Brig. General Wilson could not 
accept the honor conferred upon him by Ilis Royal lliglmess, 
excepting by the permission of His Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent of Great Britain and Ireland, in the name 
and on behalf of His Majesty ; and I applied for this per- 
mission for him in a dispatch to the Sc'cretary of State, 
dated the 30th October, being convinced, as well from the 
communication I had with that Oificcr, as Irom the com- 
munication I had with the Governors o(‘ Ihe Kingdom, that 
His Royal Highness intended to confer upon him that mark 
of his favoi'. 

^ It is possible that His Royal Highness had likewise con- 
ferred upon Sir Robert Wilson the same mark of his favor; 
and that knowing that he was not in Portugal, Ilis Royal 
Highness did not communicate that circumstance to the 
Governors of the Kingdom. It might have been made 
known to Sir Robert Wilson through His Royal Highness’ 
Ambassador at the Court of London ; and Sir Robert 
Wilson might have obtained by personal ai)plication the 
permission of his own Sovereign to accept it. It is not im- 
probable, however, that a mistake has been made in the 
names of the two individuals; that the permission of Ilis 
Royal Highness the Ihinco Regent of Great Britain for 
myself and others to accept these honors and distinctions, 
has been published in the London in conse- 

quence of some communication to the British Government, 
besides those which I addressed to thci yt*cretary oi' State in 
my own case, that of Marshal Sir W’illiam Beresford, Concle 
dc Trancoso, that of Brig, (hmeral Lraiit , and that of Brig. 
General Wilson, to all of which 1 have received answers, 
excepting the last. 

' Under these circumstances, it appears to me desirable 
that the Governors of the Kingdom should have an cxplana- 

2g2 
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tion with His Royal Highaess’ Amhassador at the Court of 
London upon this subject; and I entertain no doubt that 
His Royal Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal intended 
to confer this honor upon Brig. General Wilson, the go- 
vernor of Minho. I propose to address the Secretary of 
State upon the subject. 

' In regard to Marshal Sir William Bercsford, Conde do 
Trancoso’s letter, it is proper that it should bo transmitted 
to be laid before His Royal Highness the Prince Regent of 
Portugal. 

^ I have the honor to bo, &c. 

‘ Bom Miguel Forjaz.' ‘ Wellington. 


To the Right Hon. Henry Wellesley. 

‘ Mr DEAR Henry, ‘Frencda, ]21h Deceinbor, ISII. 

' I have received your letter of the 27th, and since, those 
of the 18th and 30th. I believe General Cooke is right in 
allowing Colonel Skerrett to remain at Tarifa, under tlie 
circumstance which existed in the end of last month. But 
I do not know what the plan of the Spaniards is, and wliat 
they are about. They appear inclined to throw upon us the 
burthen of occupying and supplying witli provisions all the 
places to the southward, while they arc to keep the com- 
mand of them; and we are to depend for the safety and 
honor of our troops in those places, not only upon those 
Commanding Officers in the field, but upon the (.'^omuiandiun- 
Officers in the places. ° 

‘ We have a strong interest iir the success of the war, but 
the people of the Peninsula have a stronger; and although I 
feel no inclination to refuse the assistance of the King’s 
troops when it is necessary, I think that that necessity 
should be clearly made out; and that when it is to be 
attributed to the deficiency of system in the Spanish Go- 
vernment and Officers, they should be made to feel this 
deficiency upon every occasion on which they require our 

' to Cadiz to bo auxiliaries in the garrison ; and 

the Kings troops were placed under the orders of the 
Governor, on the positive conditions which were agreed to 
and We never been elteed. One of tWe 0 °' 
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troops should not go beyond the harbor. We arc now 
obliged to occupy Tarifa with part of the garrison of Cadiz. 
We take the field with General Ballesteros upon no known 
plan, and with no defined object; and then when General 
Ballesteros and all retire upon the enemy advancing, I am 
told that they have retired, because General Hill, who had 
accomplished the object of his expedition, had returned to 
his cantonments. I knew nothing of General Ballesteros’ 
plans or objects ; and General Hill’s expedition could have 
nothing to do with General Ballesteros. Since General 
Hill’s expedition, and his return to his cantonments, the 
enemy's force in Estremadura have been much increased, 
instead of being diminished. General Hill, however, did 
not return because he was pressed by the enemy, but 
because he began his operation with a defined object ; which 
object he accomplished ; and as usual, in Spain, he began to 
feel distress for want of provisions ; and if he had stayed, 
and the enemy had been reinforced, he might have been 
distressed in his retreat. 

‘ But we arc not only called upon to occupy Tarifa, but 
Carthagena. Is it not proper to make the Spanish Govern- 
ment, and the nation, and ilie world feel the shameful 
neglect of that place of which they have been guilty ? If 
1000 men are wanting for Carthagena, is it proper that our 
garrison of Cadiz sliould be called upon to supply them ? 
If new fortifications are wanting, ought we to defray the 
expense of constructing them? These are the questions 
which occur every day in all our concerns with tlicsc nations 
of tlic Peninsula; and I can only say, that if we arc induced 
by a sense of our own interest in maintaining the contest, to 
give them this extraordinary assistance, wc ought to make 
them feel it as a favor, and we ought to represent to them 
the disgraceful neglect of which they arc guilty, in coming 
u])on us at tliis late period for assistance to garrison and 
fortify Gartliagona. 

‘ 1 write to General Cooke to desire, that if you should 
require it, lie will send 1000 men to Carthagena, detaining 
at Cadiz the Hogiment de Watteville. I })articularly request, 
however, that tlicsc men may not be sent to Carthagena 
unless the Spanish Government should request this assist- 
ance as a favor, and that all the conditions which I made 
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with the late Eegency before I allowed the troops to land at 
Cadiz, are consented to in respect to the garrison of Car- 
thagena. I besides require, that our troops at Cartliagcna 
should occupy the fort (the name of which I do not know) 
which is situated on the height which commands tho 
harbor. 

I write upon these points to Major General Cooke. 

^ I have ordered four casks, containing twenty four dozens 
of claret, round to Cadiz for you. 

^ I had written to England at the request of General 
Castanos, to desire that endeavors might be made to have 
the Marques de Santa Cruz exchanged. But as he is in 
Buonaparte’s clutches, I do not think there is any chance of 
success. Between ourselves, I think the Prince d’Arembcrg, 
being a member of the Confederation of the Rhine, and 
married to Mademoiselle Taschcr, the intended of Fer- 
dinand VII., is too great a card to give up for the Marques 
de Santa Cruz. 

^ I will take care that General Doyle’s recnxits shall march 
through Portugal by a convenient route, and sliall be well 
provisioned on their march, whenever there arc any to 
march. But having spoken to General Castanos and Ge- 
neral Giron on this subject, they tell me, that since the 
embarkation of troops for America, the people of Estre- 
madura and Castille have become more unwilling to enlist 
as soldiers, and particularly unwilling to go to Cadiz. 

^ I enclose my dispatch of this day. 

" Ever yours most affectionately, 

‘ The Right Hon, H, Wellesley, WiOLLlNGTON. 


P. S. I have reports this day from Badajoz and from 
Salamanca, that Siichet had retired from Valencia. If this 
is true, it may not be necessary that we should occupy Car- 
ttagena. However. I hope that the Spanish Government 
will not any longer neglect that place ; and if they will 
attend to it, and ask as a favor that our troops should ho 
there. I have no objection to sending there 

a have omitted to recommend to you to suggest to the 
Admiral to employ some of his craft with the Spanish craft 
at Cadiz,, to obsreve San Lucar. and any other point at 
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which the French can communicate with the coast of 
Barbary, to prevent the import of provisions. It is really 
most important to make their armies feel the distress which 
they make the rest of the \vorld feel. 

^ W.’ 


To the Earl of Liver j)Ooly Secretary of State. 

^ My Lord, Frcneda, 12th Doccmljor, 1811. 

^ I addressed your Lordshij^ on the 3()tli of October, and 
begged you to request the permission of His Royal High- 
ness the Prince llcgent, for Brig. General Wilson> of the 
Portuguese service, to accc])t the honor of Commaiuler of 
the Order of the Tower and Sword, conferred upon him by 
the Prince Kcgent of Portugal. 

^ Tlie permission of Ills Iloyal Highness lias since ap- 
peared in the ^'London Haze tied' of the 2()t]i October, t()r 
Sir Robert Wilson to a(!cept llic Order of the Tower and 
Sword; and the Secretary of tlio Local (h)vernmeut ol‘ Por- 
tugal has written to me a letter, of wliich I emdosti the copy 
and copies of its enclosures, expressing the opinion of the 
Government that some mistake had l)een made. 1 likewise 
enclose the draft of my answer, wliich 1 liad written before I 
had adverted to the date of the Lo)tflrm Crfzrttcf which 
was four days previous to the dati' of my letter to your 
Lordship regarding the lionor conferrcul u])on Brig. (Jeneral 
Wilson. 

^ I entertain no doubt now, lliat the British Government 
liad received intimation of tlie honors confwnHl upon His 
Majesty’s subjects by the Prince R(‘g(‘nt of Portugal, 
through some channel besides myself; and it is jiossible 
that tlie Prince Regent of J\)rtTigul may have inUuided to 
confer the Order of the Tower and Sword upon Sir Robert 
Wilson as well as iqion Brig. General Wilson. 

' But there is no doubt whatever, that the person referred 
to by His Royal Highness in his letters to this country, is 
Brig. (General Wilson (Lieut. Golonel of the Ib^yal York 
Rangers), and I shall be very much ol'ligtnl to your Ix)rd- 
ship, if you will obtain the ptu'inisslon of His Royal High- 
ness the Prince Regent that ho may accept this honor; and 
if you will have the mistake in the London GazeiW of the 
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26tli October rectified, if the order has not likemse been 
conferred on Sir Eobert Wilson. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Earl of Liverpool ^ W^ELLINGTON. 

To the Earl of Liverpool^ Secretary of State, 

^ My Lord, ' Freneda, 12tli December, 1811. 

^ I have the honor to enclose a letter, and its enclosures, 
Avhich I have received from Lieut. General Graham, re- 
garding the grant of medals to Lieut. Colonel Ponsonby, 
Lieut. Colonel Jackson, Lieut. Colonel Acheson, Major 
Busche, and Major Hope. 

" These Officers are so highly meritorious, and their 
conduct has been so conspicuously good, that I beg leave to 
recommend them to your Lordship’s consideration. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool" ^ Wellington, ■ 


To the Earl of Liverpool^ Secretary of State. 

' My Lord, ‘ Freneda, 12tli December, 1811. 

'When the enemy retired from the neiglihorhood of 
Gibraltar and Tarifa, as reported in my dispatch of the 13lh 
ult., I concluded that Colonel Skerrett’s detachment would 
return to CadiZj and I directed that, according to your 
Lordship’s orders, the Regiment dc Watteville should be 
sent to Ireland. But Colonel Skerrett having still con- 
tinued detached from Cadiz, as your Lordshijr will have 
seen, the Regiment de Watteville is still at that place. 

' I have now the honor to enclose the extract of a letter 
from Mr. Wellesley regarding the expediency of occupying 
Carthagena with a detachment of British troops, to which I 
have answered, that should the Spanish Government request 
as a favor, that a British detachment should be sent to Car- 
thagena, I would consent to send a detachment. 

'Accordingly, I have directed Major General Cooke to 
^nd there, if required by Mr. Wellesley, the battalion of 
^eip detachments, or five companies of the Regiment dc 
Wattemlle, and the 2d batt. 67th regiment, and a company 
of Officers of engineers, to report the ftatj 

of the place, in order to enable His Majesty’s Government 
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to decide wliethcr they will keep the detachment there or 
not 

^ I enclose the copy of a letter which I have written to 
Major General Cooke npon this subject; and I beg to have 
your Lordship s orders regarding this detachment as soon 
as may be convenient. 

" I should not have sent the troops to Carthagena, only 
that I have reason to believe, that before this time the dis- 
order, which has prevailed there, has disappeared. Before 
tlic next summer, wc shall have opportunities of ascertaining 
its exact nature ; and whether it will be possible to prevent 
its return, or to mitigate or to guard against its effects by 
precautions. It will be in the power of His Majesty’s Go- 
vernment to withdraw the troops, if they should think pro- 
per, before the return of the season in which they would be 
liable to this sickness : and in the meantime the troops may 
save this important place for the allies. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Earl of Livei'pooi: - ‘ W kllikoton. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of Slatc» 

* My Loud, ‘ Frenedu, 12th December, l si l. 

^ The enemy have made no movement of importance in 
tills cpiarter since I addressed you on the 4th instant. 1 
have received reports, that hx the beginning of the month, 
Marshal Marmont had collected some of his troops at Na- 
valmoral : but if these reports arc correct, 1 believe he did 
so only because he heard that our cantonments had been 
closed up in the end of last month. Marmont’s head quar- 
ters are again at Talavcra do la Reyna. I understand that 
the troops at Plasencia ai'c suffering from want ; but it is 
the commoxx practice of the French Generals to collect ixx 
store a (juantity of provisions to answer for a sudden move- 
ment, while the troops arc left to provide for themselves as 
they can ; and it frequently happens that, as in this case, 
the troops are suffering from want, while I know that there 
arc considerable quantities of provisions in stox*c. 

" 1 have received accounts from Cadiz to the 30th No- 
vember. General Ballesteros had been obliged again to 
retire under the protection of the guns of Gibraltar ; and 
Colonel Skorrett had retired to Tarifa. It appears that the 
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enemy have brought some troops from Granada to act upon 
General Ballesteros^, as well as the division under General 
Semele, belonging to the 1st corps. 

^ The ofiicial accounts from Valencia come down as far as 
the 20th of November. The enemy had not at that period 
made any progress in their attack upon General Blake’s 
position in front of the town. The chiefs of guerrillas, Du- 
ran, El Empecinado, and Espoz y Mina, had been very 
active and successful in their operations against the enemy. 
It appears by the accounts which I have received from the 
latter, which are confirmed by the enemy’s correspondence 
which has been intercepted, that he had beaten a force sent 
against him, consisting of 1100 men of the garrison of Zara- 
goza, on the 17tli of October, and had taken G50 prisoners, 
and that only three men of the enemy had escaped. The 
prisoners have arrived at Coruna. 

^ It is generally reported, that in consequence of the suc- 
cesses of the guerrillas. Marshal Suchet had been obliged to 
retire from Valencia, after blowing up the castle of Sagun- 
tum. This report has come by so many different channels, 
from different quarters, that I hope it is founded in fact. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool' " Wel Ll NGTON. 


To Captain . 

^ Sir, * Freneda, I4tli Docemher, 1811. 

" I sent you by your messenger, on the of last 

month fifty dollars, an ass, and baskets, according to your 
desire, and I gave him ten dollars for his trouble. 

^ I will with pleasure make you the monthly allowance 
which you desire, and will pay it in such manner as you 
may point out ; and I beg you to send me intelligence of all 
that passes that comes to your knowledge. It would be 
particularly desirable to receive it from the head quarters of 
the French army. 

^ You will continue to employ the old messenger till you 
can get a better. If I were to send you one he might be 
discovered, and the consequences might be fatal to you. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

^ Captain^—: ^Wellington. 
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To the Right Hon, Heyiry Wellesley, 

^ My dear IIekRY, < Freneda, 1 4 tli December, 1811. 

" I enclose a correspondence which I have had with Mr. 
Stuart, regarding the conduct of the Spanish Minister at 
Lisbon, upon which I request you to have a conference with 
Don E. do Bardaxi. 

^ I beg you to tell Don E. de Bardaxi at the same time, 
that if the Spanish mission at Lisbon will promise to dis- 
continue the purchase of arms tlxerc, and will let me know 
the names of the agents they employ there for that purpose, 
if they should be English or Portuguese, I will give them 
twice as many arms and sets of accoutrements as they can 
estimate tliey will purchase in any named time. 

^ Return the enclosures, as 1 have no copies of them. 

" Ever yours most affectionately, 

‘ The Right Hon, 11, Wellesley: ' WklLIMGTON. 

To His Excolleyiey Charles Stuart. 

< SiR,, * Froneda, 14th December, 1811. 

" I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 9th 
instant. 

‘As long as the person at the head of the Spanish 
mission at Lisbon was one of a conciliatory disposition, it 
was desirable that all the ([uesiions which could arise 
between the British and Spanish nations at Lisbon should 
bo settled by amicable discussion between the Ministers of 
the two Courts, without reference to tlie Portuguese Go- 
vernment, in order to avoid the irritation which always 
attends discussions between a Portuguese and a Spanish 
agent. 

* But 1 believe it is quite ixnusual to settle diplomatic 
inatlers in that manner. The British Minister at tlic Court 
of J>isbon has to conduct the business of his Government 
only with that to which ho is deputed ; and if ho has any 
complaint to make of the Spanish Minister, or of the 
conduct of any Spanisli subject at Tdsbon, he should make 
it to the Portuguese (Jovornment, w'ith whom it would rest 
by their interference with the Spanish Minister to give 
redress on the matter complained of. I recommend this 
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mode of transacting business to your attention in future, so 
long as the Chevalier de Salmon shall be the Spanish 
Charge d’ Affaires. 

^ Accordingly, I request you to draw the attention of the 
Portuguese Government to the purchase of arms and 
accoutrements by the Spanish Charged d’ Affaires at Lisbon. 
I have reason to believe that the purchases from British 
soldiers are not very numerous, but each of them is very 
inconvenient, as it must be attended by the punishment of 
the soldier who sells his arms ; and I would prefer to give 
the Spanish Charge, d’ Affaires two new stands of arms and 
sets of accoutrements for each one that he could expect to 
purchase by continuing this practice, rather than it should 
continue. I have written to Mr. Wellesley on this subject, 
and have desired him to make this offer to the Spanish 
Government, to induce them to order that it may be 
discontinued. 

^ The Portuguese Government arc particularly interested 
in effectually putting an end to the purchase of arms at 
Lisbon, as it is positively a fact that no Portuguese soldier 
ever goes into hospital without selling his arms and ac- 
coutrements. If there were no purchasers for these articles, 
this practice would be necessarily discontinued, to the great 
advantage of the service. 

^ In regard to the particular point of difference with the 
Chevalier de Salmon on the present occasion, I have com- 
municated with General Castahos, who knows that it is the 
common practice of all armies, that when a soldier, unknown, 
has committed an outrage, whole regiments arc paraded to 
enable the person making the complaint to point out the 
person against whom he complains. It is so common a 
practice, and so much a matter of course in this army, that 
I am seldom called upon to interfere ; but the Commanding 
Officers parade their men on the first requisition. In a very 
recent instance, some soldiers having committed an outrage 
in their shirts and trousers, a whole brigade were paraded, 
dressed in a similar manner, to enable those complaining to 
know and point out those who injured them. 

^ General Castahos is so convinced that this is the prac- 
tice, that he has sent orders to the Officer commanding the 
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detachments of Spanish troops at Lisbon, to show to the 
Serjeant of the Cliasseurs Britanniqnes the men of his de- 
tachment, in order that he may point out the soldier from 
whom lie received liis wound. 

^According to the mode of doing business, which I recom- 
mend to you in the commencement of this letter, in relation 
to the Spanish mission at Lisbon, it will be necessary in 
future that, when Major General Peacoclce has any reason 
to complain of any of the Spanish troops, he should make 
his complaint to General do Noronha, who will give such 
orders upon tlie subject as he may think.propcr, as he is the 
General commanding the troops at Lisbon. 

^ If the matter is of tliat description that the interference 
of the Government is necessary, it will then of course bo 
General Peacocke’s duty to lay the sxibject before you, to be 
communicated to the Portuguese Government. 

‘ I would recommend, Jiowevcr, to General Pcacockc, to 
confaie his complaints on these subjects to a mere statement 
of facts, llcllcctions do not add to the force of facts, at the 
same time that they occasion and increase irritation bctwcoir 
Officers of allied nations, who ought to be friends. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Jlis E'xcnllencij ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Charles StuartS 


To J, Bissett^ Esq.<, Commissary General. 

* My DEAR Sir, ‘ Fronoda, IGth December, 1811, 10 a.m, 

' I shall be very much obliged to you if you will let me 
have the state of the su}>plics, with the several divisions of 
infantry, brigades of artillery, and regiments of cavalry, to 
the latest period to which each can be made up. 

^ As General Graham is always liable to be called away 
from the 1st division, it would be desirable that he should 
have attached to him a commissariat establishment, with 
mules, &c., for the use of the General and his Staff, with 
bread, &c., and corn for their horses. The imdcs might be 
taken from that brigade of the 1st division, with which the 
General has been estimated for hitherto. It docs not appear 
that there would be any necessity that the person with 
General Graham should have bullocks attached to him, as 
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he can always get meat from any division with which he 
may be. 

' Believe mcj &c. 

‘ J. Bissett, Esq., ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Commissary Generals 

To /. Bissetty Esq., Commissary General. \ 

< Sir, ‘Froneda, 17tli December, 1811. 

" I have the honor to enclose an extract* of a letter from 
the Secretary of State, pointing out the deficiency of the 
crops of corn for the consumption of the people of Great 

* Extract of a Letter from the Earl of Liverpool to Lord Welliuyton. 

' London, 21st November, 1811. 

* I am sorry to be under tlie necessity of iriforining you that, owinj^ to n 
blight in the month of June, the crops of wheat and of barley (especially that 
of the wheat) are now ascertained to be very far below an average crop. You 
are probably aware that in an abundant year we cannot do more than feed our- 
selves; but upon the occasion of former scarcities, we have had the resource of 
importation from other countries, particularly from those bordering on the 
Baltic. In the actual situation of Europe, it is doubtful how far this resource 
will be available at all, probably not to any groat ojctcnt ; and even if available, 
the corn will he to be purchased by some exportation of specie, which, in otlier 
views of the subject, will be greatly inconvenient to us, under the present cir- 
cumstances. 

have thought it right that you should he. apprised of this stale of our 
affairs at home. 

‘ You will perceive hy this statement, how little you can depend upon any 
supply of corn from this couniry. I have desired that inciuiry may be made as 
to the quantity of rice in hand, and may perhaps bo able to send a supply of 
this article, though not to a very large extent, but your chief dependence must 
be upon America, the Barbary lowers, and the Mediterranean ; and I strongly 
recommend that no time should be lust in making the necessary arrangements 
for a supply from these quarters. 

* I am aware of the inconvenience that must arise from the exportation of 
specie to meet these demands. But the only remedy which occurs as applicable 
to this evil, is an endeavor to make the purchases hy British manufactures 
instead of by coin. And if this could be accomplished, a double advantage 
might be gained. Notwithstanding the prohibition of the Americans, there 
are some articles of this country which must have become really matters of 
necessity to them, and which they must be desirous therefore of procuring at 
some risk. It is to be hoped, likewise, and there is some reason to believe, that 
the glut of British manufactures which has existed in South America for two or 
three years, owing to the overtrading of our merchants, is in a great measure at 
an end; that there may be expected, therefore, a demand to a limited extent, 
from that quarter ; and that the advantage of a trading voyage may therefore 
prove a strung inducement to the Americans to bring their supplies to Spain 
and Portugal, as on the export of their raw produce their own internal prosperity 
and resources essentially depend.* 
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Britain in the current year, to which I request you to advert 
in reference to the demands for supplies of corn for the 
army. 

" Adverting to the length of time which was likely to 
elapse Tbcforc the army would receive from England those 
supplies which would be procured there, after the demand 
for them should be made from licncc, Mr. Kennedy and I 
had agreed that there ought to be in store in Portugal, at all 
times, a supply for the consumption of the army for three 
montlis. But as it now appears that we cannot expect to 
procure corn from England, I recommend that you should 
have in store a supply of bread, corn, and forage for six 
months, and of the other articles which can be procured from 
England, for the period formerly determined on. 

" It Avould bo desirable to have inquiries made, whether 
oats could not be procured at a cheap rate in Ireland. If 
tlicy should be procured there, however, it is desirable that 
they should be shipped in bags, and not in bulk, as is usually 
practised. If the latter mode of shipping them be adopted., 
they generally heat in the hold of the ships ; and if the oats 
should be at all serviceable upon being landed, they do the 
horses but little good. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ y. Bissetf, " WlCLLlNGTON. 

Conmiinsary GeneruL' 

To Lieut. General Hi 11. 

‘ My dear Hill, ‘ Froneda, 17th December, 1811, 10 a.m. 

* I concur with you that the report on the 39th is satisfac- 
tory, and that you should move the 2d battalion to the 
cantonments of the 1st, preparatory to the transfer of the 
drafts on the 25th instant, for which I shall give orders. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General IIUi: ' WKLLI^^GTON- 

To Vice Admiral the lion. Georf^e Berkele}/. 

^ My dioar Sir, ‘ Froneda, 17ih December, 1811. 

I have received your letter of the 9th instant. 

" The establishment of a telegraph communication from 
the mouth of the Guadiana to Elvas might be very conve- 
nient under certain circumstances ; but, on the other hand,, 
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as the line must be carried along the frontier^ it would not 
be difficult for the enemy to intercept it. Under these cir- 
cumstances I am unwilling to recommend to the Portuguese 
Government to incur an expense to provide for a possible 
convenience:, with the amount of which I am entirely un- 
acquainted. 

^ I shall be very much obliged to you if you will let me 
know if you have any notion what the expense of this line of 
telegraphs will be. 

' Believe me^ &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral ^ Wellington. 

the Hon. 6r. Berkeley^ 

To His 'Excellency Charles Stuart* 

* My dear StR, ‘Freneda, 1 7 tli December, 1811. 

have received your letter of the 12th, and I recommend 
to you to renew your measures in America, so far as to send 
there bills for 400,000Z., to be laid out in purcha;ses of corn ; 
to adopt those which you propose for the purchase cf rice to 
the amount of 200,000^. in the northern provinces of the 
Brazils ; and further, to make an effort to get grain from 
the coast of Africa. 

^ This grain must be paid for in bills upon England, if 
possible. If we cannot get it for bills, we must endeavor to 
send money ; but I cannot enter into the detail of sending 
colonial goods or merchandize to pay for corn. The mer- 
chants of England will of course send colonial goods and 
merchandize where they can sell it with advantage, and they 
will do what they will think most advantageous with the 
the money. We have no colonial goods to send to barter 
for corn, nor would it be expedient to have a store of them 
at Lisbon, with a view to such a traffic. 

Believe me, &c. 

« His Excellency ‘ Wellington. 

Charles SiuarV 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart* 

' My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 17th December, 1811. 

‘Adverting to the enclosures in your letter of the 1 1th, I 
observe that the sum for the military chest is about 5430 
contos during the year, or about 400 contos a month, or 
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about 1,000,000 of crusades. I very muclx fear that that 
will not be sufEcieiit for the expenses. 

" I beg to observe that the demand of our commissariat for 
supplies to the Portuguese troops comes to about 50,000/. 
every month, and 1 have before me at this moment a demand 
for supplies for the Portuguese army for one month, amount- 
ing to 90,000J. : the two together make 140,000/. To this 
sum must be added, as regular demands, pay and supplies to 
the regiments at Cadiz. The monthly amount of the sub- 
sidy, at 2,000,000/. a year, would be 1GG,000/. ; so that you 
see that we could not pay in money, with propriety, more 
than 20,000/. to 25,000/. in any one month. 

" It is really necessary and desirable that you, and Bercs- 
ford, and Dom Miguel Forjaz, should examine with minute- 
ness every part of the estimate of the military exx)enditurc, 
and see what can, with propriety, be struck olf. There is a 
vast stun spent in the north for no reason whatever. 

^ I think also that it would be very desirable that Beresford 
and Dom Miguel Forjaz should examine very xmrticularly 
the demands for supplies on our commissariat. We feed tho 
whole army, excepting two brigades here, and two brigades 
and one brigade of cavalry in the Alcntcjo ; yet they have 
demanded corn and flour for bread, besides rice in lieu of 
bread, sufficient for above 70,000 men, for one month's con- 
sumption! Where have they 70,000 men / They liavo 
besides demanded 57,000 lbs. of salt pork, and a siiHicieut 
quantity of corn to supply 7000 horses fur a month, although 
1 believe they have not 700 horses ft for service in the world! 

" This must be either a joke or a mistake, or else I suspect 
that the Principal calls upon the commissariat for sux>plics 
for his agricultural schemes ; but it will not answer to have 
these siii>plics taken out of the military chest. 

' Believe me, &c. 

' His Excellmcy ‘ Wellington. 

Charles SluarL^ 


To Lieut* Genmd JlilL 

^ Sir, * Frenoda. IBth December, 1811* 

' 1 have the lionor to enclose the cox)y of a letter which 
General Castahos has sent to me by General Alava, in which 
the Spanish Minister at War has suggested that you should 
VOL. vin. 2 n 
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make some movement to draw the enemy’s attention from 
General BallesteroS;, and from Tarifa. 

" As far as I am able to judge of the enemy’s position in 
Estreinadura, they have no troops belonging to the 5th 
corps between the Guadiana and the Tagus. Drouet’s head 
quarters arC;, I believe, at Almendralejo, and it is probable 
that a considerable body of the corps are near that place. 
There appears to be a brigade in and about Zafra, and I 
imagine that some of the troops are at La Serena. 

" There appears to me no military difficulty in your ad- 
vancing to Merida, excepting the want of subsistence. 

" The garrison of Badajoz, although, I believe, of the same 
strength as it has been for the last six months, is not so well 
composed, being principally German troops. It must be 
observed, however, that the French battalions which were in 
the garrisons have been added to Drouet’s army, and in- 
crease the force of the enemy in the field. 

^ Although the garrison of Badajoz is not so well composed 
as it was, it will still be necessary to observe the dehonche 
which the bridge of Badajoz affords, in case you should 
make a movement upon Merida. 

' In your movement upon Merida, I would likewise beg to 
draw your attention to the position of the army of Portugal, 
on the north side of the Tagus. There are at least two 
divisions of that army within a short distance of the bridge 
of Almaraz ; and all the cavalry are cantoned between 
Arzobispo and Guadalupe, on the left of that river. 

^ The principal difficulty, however, which occurs to me, in 
making a movement upon Merida, consists in the want of 
supplies. I believe there is still sufficient in the country to 
supply the troops under your command ; but the people in 
Spain will not give us those supplies without payment in 
ready money, notwithstanding that the French may come 
the next day to take them without any payment ; and it is 
impossible to procure money to pay on delivery the enormous 
sums required for every article which the troops want. The 
march to Merida will increase your distance from your maga- 
zines to such a degree, as to render the supply of the troops 
from them very difficult and precarious. 

' Of these matters, however, you must be the best judge; 
and if you should be of opinion that you can maintain your 
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troops on the march to Merida, and during a reasonable 
period which it may be desirable that you should remain 
upon the Guadiana, in order to draw the attention of the 
enemy from General Ballesteros, I should wish you to make 
tliis movement, adverting always to the bridges of Almaraz 
and Badajoz. 

" Upon your arrival on the Guadiana, you will be able to 
judge for yourself, from the accounts you will receive of the 
state of the enemy’s force, whether it is in your power to 
strike a blow against Drouet ; and if you should think that 
you can strike this blow, you have my authority to make the 
attempt. 

^ You will observe, liowevcr, from what I have above 
stated to you, particularly of the position of the division of 
tlie army of Portugal, that it will be necessary that you 
should make this attempt at an early period after your 
arrival on the Guadiana, if you arc to make it at all. 

' I liavc the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Lieut, General Hill: ‘ WKLLiNcn'oN. 

To Captain General Don R X. Custaftos, 

‘ Sir, ‘ Fronoda, 18 th Dccombor, 1811 . 

‘ General Alava has delivered to me the letter which the 
Secretary at War addressed to your Excellency on the 4th 
instant, suggesting the expediency that Lieut, (iencrul Hill 
should make a movement with his corps, to draw tlie atten- 
tion of the enemy from General Ballesteros, and fromXarifa. 

" I beg leave to inform your Excellency that I have never 
received from any quarter any information regarding the 
objects or jdans of General Ballesteros’ operations, or the 
means which \vcrc afforded to him of eifecting those objects, 
notwithstanding that it is obvious that it might be in iny 
power to aid tlicm in various ways. 

' There exists no military reason wliatcvcr why General 
Hill’s corps should not be between the Tagus and the Gua- 
diana, and even upon the Guadiana, taking the military pre- 
caution of observing the dehovrhc of the bridge of' Badajoz, 
and the movements of the army of Portugal l)y the bridges 
of Almaraz and Arzobispo, if the l^oople of Kstremadura 
would supply the troops with provisions. 

" But your Excclloney is aware that the people of Spain 

^ 2 11 2 
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will not part with their supplies without payment in ready 
money of an enormous price for every article which the troops 
require, notwithstanding that experience has taught them 
that the British nation invariably pay their debts and that 
they hnow that those supplies, which 'they withhold from us 
with a certainty of payment, at some future and no remote 
period, will be forced from them by the French, without 
payment at all. 

It is obvious that, in the existing state of the world, and 
as long as the unfortunate dispute between Spain and her 
colonies continues^ and no effort to reconcile them, it is im- 
possible to procure specie to pay, upon receipt of the articles, 
for everything the troops require. It must be equally ob- 
vious to your Excellency, that it is impossible for the British 
troops to subsist from their own magazines at the increased 
distances which it is necessary that they should move from 
them, in order to render to the Spanish nation the additional 
assistance which it is in their power to give them from time 
to time. 

*■ Under these circumstances, I have ordered General Hill 
to move forward upon Merida, if he should be of opinion 
that he can subsist his troops during that movement, and 
during the reasonable time which it will be necessary that he 
should remain upon the Guadiana, in order to be of any use 
to General Ballesteros. 

^ If he should find himself able to move upon Merida, he 
will cross the Guadiana or not, to attack Drouet, according 
to the information which he shall have of the numbers and 
position of his troops, and to his view of the chance of 
success. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Captain General ^ WELLINGTON. 

Don F, X. Cast Canos' 

To Vice Admiral the Hon, George Berkeley. 

^ My dear Sir, ‘Fi-eneda, 18th December, 1811. 

Lieut, General the Hon. G. L. Cole, and Major General 
Murray, are going to England, and are anxious to avail 
themselves of the safe opportunity of one of the troop ships, 
or a ship of 'war. 

* They will be at Lisbon in the course of a week ; and if 
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any ship should be going at about that timC;, I shall be very 
much obliged to you if you will aid them with your good 
offices with the Captain to obtain a passage. 

^ Believe mo, &c. 

^ Vine Admiral ^ WELLINGTON, 

the Hon. G. Berkeley: 

To the Eight Hon. Henry Wellesley. 

<■ ‘ Frcneda, 1 8 tb December, 1811 . 

" I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which 
has been sent to me by General Castauos from the Spanish 
Minister at War, and the copy of my answer, and the copy 
of instructions which I have sent to General Hill, to en- 
deavor to divert the enemy’s attention from General Bah 
Icstcros, and from Tarifa. 

" 1 likewise enclose the copy of my dispatch to the Secre-. 
tary of State of this date. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Eight Hon. H. Wellesley: ' Wellington. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State, 

^ My Lord, ‘ Frcneda, 18 th December, 1811 . 

' I have not received any letters from Mr. Wellesley since 
the 30th of last month; but General Castanos, who is in 
this neighborhood, has accounts from Cadix to the 4tli 
instant. From these it appears that the guerrillas in Aragon 
and Navarre, and Guadalaxara, Duran, Espoz y Mina, and 
El Empccinado, having co-operated in the blockade of Da- 
roca, in Aragon, that place had fallen into their hands, wdth 
2500 prisoners. I have not been made acquainted with the 
date of this event, but I believe it to be certain. 

^ Marshal Suchet, however, still persevered in his en- 
deavors to obtain possession of Valencia, and I understand 
that on the 25th the enemy had opened their lire on some of 
the posts occupied by General Blake’s army for the defence 
of the city. 

" From these circumstances your I-K)rdship will observe 
that the report communicated in my last dispatch has no 
foundation in fact. 

' The. enemy continued in front of General Ballesteros, 
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wlio was still under tlie protection of the guns of Gibraltar. 
It is also reported that the enemy intended to attack Tarifa. 

^ In consequence of the suggestion of the Spanish Minister 
at War, conveyed to me by General Castanos, that General 
HiU should make a movement with his corps, to draw the 
enemy’s attention from General Ballesteros and Tarifa, I 
have directed General Hill to move upon Merida, if he 
should find that he can make this movement without dis- 
tressing the troops for subsistence, while engaged in it, or 
during the time that it will be expedient that he should 
remain at Merida, in order to be of any service to General 
Ballesteros- 

^ I have likemse authorized Lieut. General Hill to attack 
General Drouet, who commands the 5th corps, if upon his 
arrival at Merida he should find that he can do so with any 
prospect of success. 

" The enemy have made no movement of any importance 
in fi^ont of this, army, nor in the north. A few battalions and 
squadrons have passed the Tonnes, and have collected at 
San Munoz, but I imagine it is with the intention of plun- 
dering the country. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool' ^ Wellington. 

To the Earl of Livei'poolj Secretary of State. 

^ My dear Lord, ‘Freneda, ISth December, ISll. 

I have received your letter, marked private and con- 
fidential, of the 21st November, to which mine of the 4th 
December, regarding the expected fall of Valencia, may be 
deemed in some degree an answer. 

" I am sorry to say that, notwithstanding what I told you 
in my last dispatch, I much fear that Valencia will fall ; the 
guerrillas have done wonders to save that place, and if Blake 
had conducted his operations with as much prudence as they 
have theirs with skill, and if he had opposed the enemy with 
solid strength in front, while the guerrillas were cutting off 
their communication with the rear, Suchet must in the end 
have retired ; and the expedition into Valencia, which, next 
to the expedition into Portugal, is the most important that 
the enemy could undertake, would have had a termination 
proportionally disastrous to them; as it is, I fear that Suchet 
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will persevere, and that his perseverance will be crowned 
with success. In this case, the successes of the guerrillas will 
have produced no effect, excepting in the numbers of the 
enemy they have killed and taken. 

" My letter of the 4th will have informed your Lordshi}> 
of the effect of the fall of Valencia, and my view of our 
situation. 

^ Ever since September we have continued to blockade 
Ciudad Kodrigo as far as was practicable, and the place has 
received nothing from the country, excepting by the couvt>y 
which entered on the 1st Novembei*, when the Agueda luid 
filled; the consequence is, that the garrison are very ill pro- 
vided with some necessary articles, and others will be ex- 
pended by the 20th of February ; at that time the garrison 
will have neither bread nor meat, so that you may see that 
this fine convoy brought but little more than four months' 
provisions for the garrison, and the army which escorted 
provisions took about 120,000 rations, being two <lays’ 
supply for themselves, or two months for the garrist>u, when 
they passed hy on their return from the expedition to 101 
Bodon, which reduced the stock in the garrison to what 1 
have above stated. 

It has been quite impossible for us to do anytliing else 
than blockade Ciudad llodrigo, as we have since Septem- 
ber. First, the army have not till lately been in a state 
of health to make any forward movement, even for a limited 
object. 

‘ Secondly, if the troops had boon in health, we have 
always been so cramped for the want of provisions, and the 
Spaniards are so unwilling to furnish any, excepting fur 
ready money payments, notwithstanding that they know that 
the French will take for nothing all that they can ilud, that 
it has been with difficulty 1 have been able to kc‘ep tlio 
troops in the situation in which they now are, and above 
half the army arc behind. Being obliged then to keep tlic 
troops stationary, and at certain distances from their maga- 
zines, I preferred to remain on this frontier to returning to 
Estremadura, after the month of September. The country 
on this frontier is the most healthy during the season which 
has elapsed ; by continuing on this frontier, I have protected 
Abadias arrangements, as the enemy did not and could not 
know that, even if they had not been on the Tonnes, 1 should 
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ive experienced great difficulty in getting to Salamanca, nor 
id they Icnow how sicldy our troops were till they learnt it 
om the English newspapers. 

^ Lastly, by continuing on this frontier I was enabled to 
!-establish Almeida as a military post, and to perform other 
orks, and make other arrangements, which will facilitate 
ad render less expensive our communications in the com- 
lencement of the year. 

"As Almeida is becoming a place of security I have 
rought up there our battering train ; and in order to pre- 
3nt the enemy from turning towards Valencia, I have 
irccted materials for a siege to be prepared, and I propose 
► lay down our bridge upon the Agueda. I am also making 
;'ery effort to get up the stores of our train to Almeida, and 
I can succeed, I shall be in a situation to attack Ciudad 
odrigo on any day I please, without risk or inconvenience; 
ad if the weather should permit, I will attack the place 
efore its stock of provisions be consumed. 

" Whether I can take Ciudad Rodrigo or not, I think it 
ill be expedient to remove our. operations to the southward 
Y the end of February or early in March. Our army will 
y that time be very healthy, and in strength ; that is the 
jason in which it will be most practicable for us to carry on 
iir operations on the frontier of Estremadura, and in the 
mthem countries, both on account of the plenty of forage 
>r our horses, and of the wholesomeness of the climate ; and 
link it possible that if I can bring the whole army together 
n one point, the enemy will not be able to prevent me from 
etting possession of Badajoz. At that time also, I expect 
lat I shall not only have Almeida in security as a military 
ost on this frontier, but that Don Carlos de Espaha’s 
panish division will be formed and equipped, and that 
Lbadia will be able to stand alone while I shall leave 
im. 

" These are my present notions, of which your Lordship 
dU make what use you please ; but I acknowledge that I 
hould prefer that they were not even hinted to the public, 
ot only because they will not bear disappointment, but 
ecause they cannot go before our public in any shape, with- 
ut at the same time getting to the knowledge of Buonaparte 
ad his Officers. 

" I enclose the last weekly and daily states. I have to 
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apologize to your Lordship for addressing you upon tins 
paper, but I have no other. 

" Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool, ^ Wellun'CTON. 

P. S. I am very much obliged to your Lordship for your 
Idndncss to my little boy. W.’ 

To J, Bissett, Esq., Commissary Ge?ierah 
^ My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 19th December, 1811, 5 p.m. 

' I find that there are at Villa da Ponte 1058 barrels and 
200 boxes of gunpowder, which might be brouglit up to 
Almeida by 630 mules ; and we shall want, besides, (>8G 
barrels of gunpowder for our magazine at Lamego, which 
can be carried by 343 mules. Total required, 973 mules, to 
move up our powder. 

^ I do not exactly recollect how many mules there arc with 
the reserve ammunition, but excepting the one sixth to go to 
the magazine to fetch corn for them, I sliould wisli that as 
far as this number were sent to bring up this powder. If 
there should not be enough attached to the reserve ammu- 
nition, those attached to the ammunition with the cavalry 
and the 5th and Gth divisions, shall be sent to assist, with 
the exception of the one sixth, to carry their corn to them 
from the magazines. 

" I have other plans in contemplation for the removal of 
our shot, so as to relievo you entirely from the ^veiglIt of the 
removal of the stores of the train. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ J, BissoM, Esq., ' WELLINGTON. 

Co7n77iissary General,' 


To Captam Ge7icral Don F, X, CusiaTm. 

^ Sir, * Frenoda, tiOth Dcccinber, IHH. 

' I have had tlic honor of receiving your Kxctdlcney’s letter 
of the 19th, and I am much obliged to you for having en- 
tered into a consideration of that which I had the honor of 
addressing you on the 18th, as it is probable that your 
Excellency’s sentiments will aitraci tlie attention of the 
Ministers of both the allied Governments. 
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"Tliere is nothing, however^ so desirable, as that the exact 
state of the facts should be ascertained, particularly on a 
point so important as the means of subsistence of an army; 
and there is no point to which it is so desirable that the 
Government and Legislature of your country should turn 
their attention, and on which they should have authentic 
infonnation. For this reason principally I trouble you with 
an answer to your letter. 

^ When I stated to your Excellency, in my former letter of 
the 18th, that experience ought to have shown the people of 
Estremadura that the British nation always pay their debts, 
I referred to the transactions of the army which was under 
my command in that province in 1809. 1 acknowledge that 

it did not occur to me that the British troops under Marshal 
Beresford had left any debts unpaid in that province in the 
spring of 1811. 

^ There may, however, be some without my knowledge, 
into which circumstance I will inquire, and I will let your 
Excellency know the result. If there are any, your Excel- 
lency may depend upon it that they will be paid in their 
turn. But whether there are debts of the British army in 
Estremadura or not since last spring, the necessity that the 
allied Governments should know the truth, render it expe- 
dient that the people should not be flattered on this occa- 
sion ; and I declare that the province of Estremadura did 
not give to the army under Marshal Sir William Carr 
Beresford adequate supplies, or supplies at all in proportion 
to their means. I know that the army which fought the 
battle of Albuera were in the greatest distress on the 16th, 
17th, and 18th of May, for want of provisions; and the 
Captain General Blake, in a conference which I had with 
him at Albuera, declared to me that the troops under his 
command had been very ill supplied from the time he had 
arrived in the province. I arrived at Elvas, and took the 
command of the army on the 19th of May, and I know that 
the British army were supplied, from that time to the 17th 
of J une, almost every day, with bread and corn brought 
from the Tagus. 1 also know that when General Blake 
crossed the Guadiana, he was so distressed for provisions as 
to be obliged to request me to supply him on the day he 
should arrive at Jurumenha, which I was obliged to refuse. 
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And yet it is well known that an army of 00,000 French 
troops, with about 7000 cavalry, found subsistence for a 
month in that province, after the allies had retired IVoin it. 

^ I likewise recollect that when means of transport were 
required from the province of Estremadura for the siege of 
Badajoz, the supply was trifling, in comparison with the de- 
mand and want ; and infinitely so in comparison with the 
means of the province, and in comparison with what was 
procured from the Alcntqo. The same want of trans})ort 
was felt when the wounded were to be removed from All)uera. 
I do not mention these circumstances as matters of com- 
plaint, but in order to make known the truth, atid that the 
Spanish Government and Legislature may turn their atten- 
tion to the subject, and may apply a remedy. 

am entirely convinced that there is no want of goodwill 
in the people. But they Ixavc no I'aitii in our prt>mise of 
payment for their property, or in their own (lovernmcuit, 
and they prefer to trust to the liopele.ss chance ol‘ being able 
to preserve their property from tlie enemy, to giving it to i\n^. 
Spanish army or to the British army, on promises of pay- 
ment, by which they might enable l)oth to render the most 
essential service to their country; and at all events they 
would place resources out of the reach of tint enemy. 

It is very desirable that tlie Government and the Legis- 
lature should turn their serious attention to this important 
subject. 

" I am likewise very much obliged to your Excellency for 
your observations on the proposed operations of Lieut. (}e- 
neral Hill The corps under the command of this Officer 
has been moved forward solely at the suggestion of the 
Minister at War, to divert the attention of tlie enemy from 
General Ballesteros; and it remains to be seen for what 
object it is desirable that General Bullesteros should be 
enabled to remain where he is. 

I admit that the object wliich you suppose from the slate- 
ments in the newspapers, for the operatioirs of (hmeral Bal- 
lesteros, is one very desirable iu every point of view ; and 
the question is, whether lie has a force at all equal to attain 
it, in whatever degree the enemy's attention may bo diverted 
from him ; and if ho has not, whether tho force under his 
command ought not to bo employed elsewhere, i can give 
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no opinion:, however, upon these points, as I have no inform- 
ation either of his force or of his plans. I agree with your 
Excellency in thinking that the only danger which General 
Hill can apprehend, is on the side of the bridges on the 
Tagus, and I have instructed General Hill accordingly. But 
I cannot pretend to guard General Hill from that danger 
sufficiently to recommend to your Excellency to detach 
General Morillo into La Mancha. 

‘ I could guard General Hill from an attack from the 
Tagus only, by my moving forward in the valley of the 
Alagon and Tietar, or by a similar movement into Castille. 
Both these movements are impossible under existing cir- 
cumstances. All that I can do is to maintain my army in 
the situation which it now occupies, until I can increase the 
means of transport to such a degree as to insure its subsist- 
ence in a more forward situation. I am exerting all the 
means in my power to effect this object, and it will be fortu- 
nate for the Peninsula if the measures which I shall adopt 
with this view shall be accompanied by corresponding mea- 
sures on the part of the Government, to place at our disposal 
the resources of the provinces. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Captain General ^ Wellikgton. 

hon F* X, Gaetanos' 


MEMORANDUM 
[For the Commissary General. 

‘ Freneda, 21st December, 1811. 

^ It was intended by Mr. Kennedy and me that Major 
Ail’d should superintend the construction of as many bullock 
carts at Lisbon, according to the pattern lately sent down by 
Mr. Bissett, as there should be found materials for. 

These materials are iron axletrees taken from the French 
carriages, of which there are fifty at present in the arsenal 
at Lisbon; and brass boxes taken from the wheels of the 
French carriages, of which there are 100 in the arsenal of 
Lisbon ; the whole of which Marshal Sir William Beresford 
assured me should be delivered over for this service to 
whomsoever should be appointed to construct the carts. 

^ There are besides twenty five iron axletrees and fifty 
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two brass boxes on the Tagus, whicli were likewise to be 
delivered over for this service ; and I send licrewith a list of 
articles wliick Marshal Bcresford assured me we should have, 
to be employed in the same manner. 

^ I enclose directions from Major Sturgeon, detailing the 
manner in which the axletrees are to be cut, and to what 
dimensions. The brass boxes must of course be cut to fit 
the nave of the wheel according to the pattern on tlie car. 
The car must be made in every respect according to the 
pattern. 

‘‘Major Aird will report, if it should be necessary, that this 
work should be performed in the Portuguese arsenal, that 1 
may write to have permission given for this purpose. But it 
is very desirable that, if possible, tlic work should be i)er* 
formed without applying to the Portuguese arsenal i'or more 
than the materials above referred to, and those stated in the 
enclosed list. 

^ It is most desirable, indeed absolutely necessary, that no 
more time should be lost about this work, which, owing to 
unfortunate circumstances, has now been delayed for two 
months. 

^ I shall hereafter send instructions respecting making 
carts of the axletrees taken from the hlnglish carriage's. 

‘ J. Bissetl, E,sq,y ‘ W J-U j.l.NtiToN. 

Commmary General: 

To His Excellency Chui'lcs SiuarL 
‘ My DEAR Sir, ‘ Frcuoda, 22(1 Docomhor, 18U, 

‘ I received your letter of the 14th only yesterday, and that 
of the 18th this day. It is not easy to form a precise notion 
of what is intended upon a financial subject, in which the de- 
tail is everything, without liaving under view the pn>posed 
regulation itself. 

^ First, I entirely agree that whatever measure may be 
adopted, it is necessary that the paper money in circulation 
should be stamped, and the whole ought to be stami>ed 
within a limited period. I accordingly give orders that all 
the paper in our possession may bo taken to the proper 
office to be stamped. 

‘ Secondly, I do not undci’stand what is meant by stamping 
thc;papcr every time it passes through one of the Govern- 
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ment offices, accompanied as that measure is by the conse- 
quence of postponing the payment of interest for a year after 
the period at which the paper will appear by the stamp to 
have passed through the hands of Government. 

' The circulation of this paper is compulsory, the law of 
the country maldng a tender of half paper and half money a 
le 2 :al tender ; and I conclude that the meaning of this regu- 
lation is, that when the paper is paid to Government under 
the law, the difference between the value of paper and the 
value of coin is compensation to the holder of the paper for 
his interest due to that moment. It is really impossible to 
reason seriously upon such a scheme. 

' The mode of proceeding should be to stamp the old, or 
mate a fresh issue of good paper instead of the old, to pay 
the interest on all the real paper, from the 1st of July, or 
even the 1st of October last, and declare the intention of 
Government to pay it with regularity every half year in 
future, and to close for ever the paper manufactory, and to 
allot a certain fund for the payment of the interest regularly. 

" This is a plain, simple measure, the consequence of 
which would be, that the value of the paper in the market 
w^ould rise, and the price of commodities to be purchased by 
it would fall. The price of paper would not only rise, be- 
cause every man ^vould feel that it was worth something, 
but because men in purchasing it, for instance, in April, 
would be disposed not only to give the price of the paper, 
but to make an allowance to the seller for the three months’ 
interest which had been incurred from the 1st of January 
to the 1st of April, and at last the amount of interest due 
wnuld be calculated and allowed upon every transfer of 
paper money, as it now is in England upon Exchequer bills. 

" But how will it be by this scheme of the Government? 
No interest will be paid upon paper that passes through the 
offices. The amount of the interest, therefore, can never be 
calculated in the sale of the paper, because probably the in- 
terest will never be paid, as the paper probably will get into 
the hands of Government, in the course of circulation, before 
the year will expire, at the end of which the interest might 
be claimed. The consequence will be, as is intended, that 
the holder of the paper will be inclined not to put it in 
circulation. 



1811. 


FRENEDA. 


479 


^ But this measure which is to have the cjEfect of checkiug 
the circulation of the paper will of course keep down its 
price. The holder, who has been compelled by law to take 
paper, must keep it by him in order to make anything by it. 
After all, he can make only 6 per cent, per annum by tlic 
interest ; whereas, in any employment of his capital ho 
ought to make 10 per cent., and might make above 20, If 
he is an individual not engaged in trade, it may be very in- 
convenient to him to be without his money so long as it will 
be necessary that he sliould remain in order to receive the 
interest upon his paper, and the consequence of tliis notable 
scheme will be, that paper will be as much avoided in all 
pecuniary transactions as it is at this moment, and the value 
of it in exchange must remain as it is, notwithstanding the 
expense which Government will incur by paying some of the 
interest ; for, after all, some of the interest will be demanded 
from them. 

' This scheme will not answer my purpose, and it is quite 
beneath a great Government. If the Government will adopt 
the simple measure which I have above proposed to them, 
and will pay only three months’ interest on the l)apcr in cir- 
culation on the 1st of January, I will order the Commissary 
General to give a receipt for all the interest wliich will be 
due on that day on the paj)cr in our hands. 

" If they do not adopt some such plan as this, I shall cer- 
tainly put a stop to the trade in ])apcr aliogedier, by refusing 
to receive it in payment for our bills of exchange. 

' In regard to the Apoliccs Grandes, I have not time to 
develop the effect of Principal Souza s scheme. But it is 
totally inconsistent with every notion of financial policy that 
I have ever formed, and equally so with justice, which must 
be the foundation of every financial scheme. 

‘ The interest on the Apoliccs ought to be paid from the 
,1st of July, as well as that on the circulating pa])er money, 
and there tlicy ought to be left The interest should licre- 
aftcr be secured and paid regularly. 

‘ I thought that you had, as you ouglii to have, in your 
possession in Mr. Bell’s chest, the money in metal and paper 
which I had at different times ordered the Commissary Ge- 
neral to pay over to you, but from your letter 1 imagine that 
we have kept it, and, as usual, have spent it. 
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^ I have desired the Commissary General to send orders to 
Mr, Pipon to pay you as large a sum in metal as he can, and 
to allow the discount of the day on all the paper he is obliged 
to give you, as I conceive that the Portuguese Government 
are entitled to the subsidy in sterling money, and not in 
currency. In this I may be wrong. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* His Excellency ^ Wellington. 

Charles Stuarts 

To J, Bissau, Esq., Commissary General. 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 23d December, 1811- 

^ I had some conversation yesterday with Major General 
Anson, regarding the horses of his brigade, audit appears to 
be very desirable that some effort should be made to supply 
those of the 16th dragoons in particular. That brigade have 
been on this duty for about a month, and came in good con- 
dition, and in that time they have lost fifty six horses. 

^ Believe me, <Scc. 

‘ J. Bissau, Esq., ^ WELLINGTON. 

Commissary General. 

^ P. S. I think it would be desirable to look into the 
disposition of the mules of the 16th dragoons, as they arc 
not so well supplied as the 14th, although the latter are 
farthest oflf, « W.’ 

To Lieut. General Hill. 

^ My DEAR Hill, * Freneda, 2t3d December, 1811, 8 a. m. 

‘ I received last night your letter of the 21st. 

' From all the letters which I have received from Cadiz, it 
appears to me to be very desirable that you should make' a 
ntrovement, to endeavor to divert the enemy’s attention from 
Ballesteros and Tarifa. 

‘ I do not think that your measures at Jurumenha would, 
answer that purpose; you might certainly cross the Gua- 
diana at that place at present (though that is doubtful), but 
the enemy know well that you must recross as soon as the 
river wiU fill; and the movement of the army of Portugal 
would equally oblige you to rethe, and you would find your 
retreat across the Guadiana by flying bridges excessively 
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tedious. Your measures at Jurumenlia, unless you could 
cross the Gruadiana immediately, would produce no effect as 
a diversion for Tarifa, &c. ; those of Merida may. 

' I believe that the road from Portalegre on Merida, by 
Alburquerquc, passes the head of the Gevora, and of the 
Salor ; the other river which you mention I am not acquainted 
with. If this be the case, your retreat from Merida would 
always be secure ; if it should not be the case, it wo\dd only 
be necessary, after the first impression should be made, and 
if you should determine not to attack Drouct, to place your 
troops, on the first appearance of rain, en echelon, from 
Merida, the great body being behind the river which is to 
be passed, and the smaller at Merida, having all the means 
to pass the river by the smaller body prepared beforehand* 

^ If the Guadiana should be fordable, I agree with you in 
thinking that the Jurumenha plan would answer best, as an 
immediate diversion ; but still for your retreat and commu- 
nications, I would recommend to you to turn your back upon 
Merida when across the Guadiana, from knowing that you 
cannot depend upon a flying bridge on. the Guadiana, 

^ Believe me, &c* 

‘ Lieut General Hill: ' WellingtoK, 


To Captain . 

' Sir, ‘ Frenoda, 24th December, 181b 

‘ I have received your letter. I am much concerned that 

you should imagine that had been ill treated. You aro 

certainly mistaken upon this subject. I have desired that 
lie may be paid ten dollars, and sent back to you satisfied. 
I likewise sent you by him fifty dollars in gold coin. 

" In respect to your pardon, you cannot expect that it 
should be given to you immediately. I told you that I must 
be able to assure the Government that you had served your 
country with zeal, and had given useful information. You 
cannot suppose that the two or three letters wlxich you liave 
written to me will enable me to secure your object. 

* I have the honor to be, &c. 

* Captain .* ' WkixikoTON. 


2i 


vot. VI1I> 
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To LieuL General HilL 

^ My dear HilLj ‘ Freneda, 24tli December, 1811, 8 A. m. 

^ Since I wrote to you yesterday morning, I have received 
a report that the 6th division of the army of Portugal moved 
from Plasencia across the Tietar on the 21st. I do not yet 
know the object of this movement. The baggage, artillery, 
hospitals, &c. belonging to this division had been moved 
some days before to Navalmoral. 

^ There are various reports respecting their ultimate des- 
tination; some that they are going to Valencia; others that 
they are to cross the Tagus. I will let you know if I should 
learn anything positive. 

‘ I have not yet heard whether the movement has been 
general, or confined to this one division. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Hill: ' Wellington. 


To Lieut. General Lord William Bentinck. 

^ My dear Lord, ‘ Freneda, 24th December, 181 1. 

‘ I have had the pleasure of receiving your letter of the 
14th November ; and I am very much obliged to you for 
the detail into which you have entered respecting the affairs 
of which the conduct has been entrusted to you. 

I had heard generally of these affairs before, but I have 
had no opportunities of acquiring information upon them, 
and have turned my attention but little to them ; and if I 
could form an opinion upon them I should mistrust it. I 
have, however, long considered it probable, that even we 
should witness a general resistance throughout Europe to 
the fraudulent and disgusting tyranny of Buonaparte, cre- 
ated by the example of what has passed in Spain and Por- 
tugal ; and that we should be actors and advisers in these 
scenes ; and I have reflected frequently upon the measures 
which should be pursued to give a chance of success. 

*■ Those who embark in projects of this description should 
be made to understand, or to act as if they understood, that 
having once drawn the sword they must not return it till 
they shall have completely accomplished their object. They 
must be prepared and must be forced to make all sacrifices 
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to the cause. Submission to military clisciplme and order 
is a matter of course ; but when a nation detenninos to re- 
sist the authority, and to shake off the govenunent of 
Buonaparte, they must be prepared and forced to sacrifice 
the luxuries and comforts of life, and to risk all in a contest 
which, it should be clearly understood before it is under- 
taken, has for its object to save all or nothing. 

^ The first measure for a country to adopt is to form an 
army, and to raise a revenue from the people to defray the 
expense of the army. Above alb to form a Government ot 
such strength as that army and people can be forced by it to 
perform their duty. This is the rock upon which Spain has 
split; and all our measures in any other country which 
should afford hopes of resistance to Buonaparte should be 
directed to avoid it. The enthusiasm of tlic people is very 
fine, and looks well in print ; but I have never known it 
produce anything but confusion. In France, wliat was 
called enthusiasm was power and tyranny, acting llirough 
the medium of popular societies, whi(‘.h have ended by over- 
turning Europe, and establishing the most powerful and 
dreadful tyranny that ever existed. In Spain, tlie enthu- 
siasm of the people spent itself in vim.? and vain boast ing. 
The notion of its existence prevented even the attempt to 
discipline the armies ; and its existence luis been alU^ged 
ever since as the excuse for the rank ignorance of the ( )Hicors 
and the indiscipline and constantmisbehavionr of the troops. 

^ I therefore earnestly recommend you, wherever you go, 
to trust nothing to the enthusiasm of the people. Give 
them a strong and a just, and, if possible, a good, govern- 
ment ; but, above all, a strong one, which shall enforce them 
to do their duty by themselves and their country; and let. 
measures of finance to support an army go hand in liaud 
with measures to raise it. 

‘ I am quite certain that the finances of Great Britain are 
more than a match for Buonaparte*, and that we shall liave 
the means of aiding any country that may be disposed to 
resist his tyranny. But iliosc means are necessarily limited 
in every country by iJie difficulty of procuring specie. This 
necessary article can be obtained in sufficient quantities only 
by the contributions of the peojile; and although Great 
Britain can and ought to assist with money as well in other 

2i2 
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modes every effort of this description, the principal financial 
as well as military effort ought to he by the people of the 
resisting country. 

^ I agree entirely in opinion with you about the foreign 
Austrian OflScers. They ought to have been tahen into the 
pay of Great Britain bodily on the day they were removed 
from the service of the Emperor ; and Government should 
have adopted this measure, on the same principle that I 
recommended them three years ago, to make three stands of 
arms for one they made before, and to turn Great Britain 
into a magazine of military stores, in order to be able to 
supply with Officers, arms, and stores, those nations which 
should be inclined to resist the tyranny of Buonaparte. 

^ I entertain a high opinion of the Princes of the Austrian 
family ; and it is entirely consistent with my notion that a 
person of the high birth and great qualifications of the Arch- 
duke Francis* should be placed at the head of any country 
disposed to resist Buonaparte. But he must understand 
that he must never lay doAvn his arms, even though reduced 
to be the head of a gang of robbers, till he shall'liave at- 
tained his object. 

" I know as little about the politics of Sicily as I do about 
anything else. It has always appeared to me that we had 
no right to go farther in the first instance than stop the sub- 
sidy ; and at the same time maintain our position in the 
country. I should think that this measure would bring the 
Queen to her senses, if she is not in communication with 
Buonaparte. If it does not, we shall save our money and 
shall not be worse off than we are ; and we shall be prepared 
to take advantage of the course of events. 

^ If the measure of stopping the subsidy should succeed, 
and you should be able to form an army in that country, I 
beg to draw your attention to what I have above stated re- 
garding the necessity of making the country contribute a 
revenue to support its military force. 

^ In consequence of an intimation from the Duke of York 
that you wished General Clinton to join you, and a letter 
from General Clinton expressing his desire to go, I have 
written a letter to wait for him at Lisbon, in which I have 


* Afterwards Duke of Modena. 
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consented to his going. He has not yctj however^, arrived 
at Lisbon. 

^ I beg you to present my best compliments to Lady Wil- 
liam, and to 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut General ' Wellington. 

Lord VK Beniincii,* 

To Major General Cooke, 

^ Sir, ‘ Freneda, 25tli December, 1811, 

" I have great pleasure in forwarding to you a dispatch 
from the Earl of Liverpool, conveying to you the approba- 
tion of His Koyal Highness the Prince Regent of your con- 
duct, and of that of Colonel Skerrett, which I beg you will 
communicate to the Colonel. 

" 1 have the honor to be, <Scc. 

‘ Major General Cooke: " Wellington. 

To the Earl of Lhm'pooly Secretary of State. 

^ My Lord, ‘ Freneda, 25th December, 1811. 

' The 6th division of the army of Portugal broke up from 
Plasencia on the 21st instant, and marched across the Tietar, 
in the direction of Navalmoral; but I have not yet heard 
whether the other divisions of the army of Portugal, which 
were cantoned about Uejar, and in the province of Avila, 
have moved. 

^ I cannot learn the object of the movement, but it ap- 
pears to have been unexpected, and occasioned by the arrival 
of an Officer with dispatches from Madrid. I have long ex- 
pected that the distress of the troops for want of subsistence 
would have rendered it necessary, as that part of the pro- 
vince of Estremadura is entirely exhausted. 

I have no intelligence upon which I can roly of the state 
of affairs in Valencia. It is certain that no troops have 
been detached from this quarter into Valencia, unless the 
movement of the Gth division from Plasencia should be only 
a part of a more general movement in that direction, of 
wliich, however, I have no intelligence. 

'Nothing of any importance has occurred in the north of 
Spain. 

'I have letters from Mr. Wellesley to the 19th instant; 
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but I imagine that I have not received some dispatches from 
Cadiz, which probably have been sent round by Lisbon. 

‘ The object of the enemy’s movements in the Sierra de 
Honda appears to have been to hem in Ballesteros upon 
Gibraltar with one body of troops, while, with another, they 
should attack Tarifa with heavy artillery. The enemy re- 
mained at San Roque from the end of last month till the 
12th instant, when they retired to Los Barrios ; and General 
Ballesteros had advanced to San Roque on the 13th, Colonel 
Skerrett being still at Tarifa. 

" It is reported that the French had retired entirely from 
that part of the country ; but Colonel Skerrett, who wrote 
on the 13th, appeared to be of opinion that the enemy 
would still make an attack upon Tarifa, and that their move- 
ment was with a view to concentrate their force for that ob- 
ject, and to approach nearer to their magazines. The heavy 
artillery for the attack of Tarifa was between Vejer and 
Facenes. 

' It appears probable that the enemy will persevere in 
making their attack, which they had certainly intended. 

' Major General Cooke adverts to two attempts made by 
the enemy to penetrate the pass of La Pena, in both of 
which they failed. I have not yet received the reports of 
these atfairs. 

" I have not yet heard that General Hill had moved, in 
consequence of the orders which I reported to your Lord- 
ship in my last dispatch that I had sent to him. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool,^ '^Wellington. 

To the Earl of Liverpool^ Secretary of State. 

‘ My dear Lord, ‘ Freneda, 25th December, 1811. 

" I enclose the last weekly state, and the last morning 
report. 

" Unless the 6th division of the army of Portugal has 
been obliged to move by distress for provisions, I do not 
know what to make of that movement. 

at is reported tliat the troops which were at Boulogne 
under Ney are coining into Spain; but a letter from my 
correspondent at Salamanca states that 15,000 of them had 
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arrived at Bayonne, and had returned to the northward. If 
this is not the casc^, it is possible that Noy's troops may be 
considered a relief for the army of Portugal, to keep us in 
check, and that the army of Portugal may be moving 
towards Valencia. 

" Against this conjecture, however, I have to mention. 
Firsts that the troops in Avila, &c., have not moved, at least 
I have not heard of their movement. Secondly, I was 
informed some days ago that the 1st division of the army of 
Portugal had passed the Tagus into La Mancha, and I then 
imagined that they were going to Valencia; but I have 
since heard that they had returned. 

It is reported that there was a very severe battle at 
Valencia on the 2d; and it is just possible that Suchet may 
have been obliged to retire in consequence of this loss, and 
of the mischief done to liim by the guerrillas in Aragon. It 
is also said that an attack had been made upon Barcelona 
by the troops in Catalonia. 

" The desertion from Sucliet’s army is immense ; and if he 
has sustained any serious loss in the action of the 2d, he 
would be obliged to retire, and in that case Mannont would 
naturally close his cantonments towards Madrid. 

" You will observe that this is conjecture upon conjecture, 
and upon report ; but I cannot account for these marches 
and countermarches in any other manner ; and it is certain 
that if the march of the Gth division had been occasioned by 
the want of provisions, it would not have been so un- 
expected as it was by all those who give intelligence. 

" I am continuing our prcx)arations to attack Ciudad 
Rodrigo with the utmost activity, and I shall act according 
to circumstances. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool,^ ' Wellington. 


MEMORANDUM 

For the Commissary General and Major Dirlwntt and the Officer of 
the Ordnance Departnirnt in charge (f the Powder* 

‘ Frcuctla, ‘25th Deooraber, ISU. 

" Six hundred barrels of the j>owder now in store at or 
near Lamego must be sent up the l)ouro in boats, as far as 
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it can be brought : a careful person should accompany each 
boat, and see that the powder is preserved from the wet. 

‘ The Commissary General is requested to report the 
progress of these boats. 

‘ Major Dickson will send off a copy of these orders to 
the Officer of the ordnance department in charge of the 
powder. 

‘ Wellington.’ 


MEMORANDUM 

For the Commissary General and Quarter Master General. 

* Freneda, 25th December, 1811. 

‘ Four hundred tents now at Coimbra must be sent up to 
Almeida as soon as may be practicable. They must be 
brought in boats to Kaiva, and thence brought forward on 
100 of the provision mules attached to the 5th division to 
Almeida. 

‘ Wellington.’ 


To Major Dickson, R.A. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 26th December, 1811, 9 a. m. 

‘ I have ordered that the 600 barrels of powder at Lamego 
maybe brought up bytheDouro; and I understand that 
53, 53, 33, 99, and 300 mules, that is, 538 mules altogether, 
have gone to Villa da Ponte to bring the powder from 
thence. I do not recollect how much there was at Villa da 
Ponte when the mules were ordered there; and I under- 
stand from Colonel Fletcher, that some carts loaded with 
powder have arrived at Almeida since I saw you. I am 
therefore unable to answer a question put to me by General 
Graham, whether the mules of the general reserve with the 
1st division should make a second trip; that is to say, the 
115, of which only 99 went. I have told General Graham 
in a letter which the bearer has in his possession, that you 
would let him know if it was necessary that the mules 
should make a second trip, and I beg you to let him know 
accordingly. 

' If you are at all doubtful whether sufficient arrange- 
ments have been made to bring up the powder from Villa 
da Ponte, it is better that they should go ; and if you have 
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had any of the bags made for carrying shot, about which 
you and I conversed the other day, you might give some of 
them to these mules, and let them bring loads of shot if 
all the powder should be brought up; or you should be 
satisfied that the arrangements for bringing it up will l>c 
sufficient. In this case also, you will let General Graham 
know that is necessary that the mules should return to Villa 
da Ponte. 

" Be so kind as to let me know how much powder and 
shot there is at Almeida, and how much at Villa da Ponte; 
and the weight of each article at the latter. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

^ Major Dickson, ‘ WELLINGTON. 


To Major Dickson, R, A, 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 27th December, 1811, 11 a.m. 

" I received last night your two letters of yesterday. Let 
the quantity of powder required from Pezo da Kegoa come 
by water, whether any has been sent to Villa da Ponte or 
not. 

* I understand, that in the quantity of powder in Almeida, 
is included that brought yesterday by the mules of the 1st 
division; but that the shot which passed the Coa yesterday 
is not included. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Major Dickso7i, R, A^ ^ Wellin(;ton. 

To J. Bisseit, Esq., Cowmissarij Gene^'ah 
My dear Sir, * Freneda, 27th December, 181 1 , 12 at noon. 

^ I enclose the report of Captain Boss, from which you 
will sec that the Douro is navigable to Barca d’Alva. 

I have perused Mr. PurcclPs letter upon the transport 
with the Light division. Be so kind as to refer Mr. Purcell 
to the General Orders, from which ho will sec that the 
Surgeons of regiments have an allowance to keep a mule to 
carry their chests. A mule is allowed by the public to a 
Quarter Master, to carry the regimental intrenching tools; 
and when any of these arc worn out in the public service, 
they have been replaced by my orders. But it is a most 
extravagant mode of replacing them to use the hired nudes 
for this purpose. 
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^ I have ordered the. Quarter Master General to call for 
returns of the intrenching tool mules with the regiments of 
the Light division. 

" I beg to observe upon the appropriation of the mules 
with the Light division, that in the winter it appears to me 
to be entirely unnecessary to kill the meat for the whole 
division, or a whole brigade, at one place. Much transport 
would be saved by killing meat at the quarters of each 
regiment. I would also observe that the mules employed 
for the carriage of the reserve ammunition might perform a 
part of the duty of carrying supplies to those troops of the 
division which are detached to a distance, and that part of 
this duty might be performed by the carts of the country. 

' In the conversation which I had with you the other day, 
I told you that I thought 400 bullocks would be sufficient 
for the duties of the siege. I rather believe we must have 
the whole division of 800. 400 of them might as well bring 

up with them the carts which have been bought, possibly 
with their loads. 

Believe me, &c. 

‘ J. Bissetty Esq,, ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Commissary General, 

" P. S. Considering that we are about to give our trans- 
port a little work, would it not be desirable to give them the 
third of a month’s pay, on the plan that you and I settled 
some days ago ? ^ W.’ 


To Lieut, General Hill, 

" My dear Hill, ‘ Freneda, 29th December, 1811, 11 p.m. 

" I enclose the copy of a letter which I have this day 
received from Lord Liverpool, from which you will learn the 
gracious intentions of the Prince Begent in respect to your- 
self, Captains Currie and Squire, your brother, and Lieut. 
Baillie. 

^ It may fall to my lot to be the instrument of conveying 
to you the honor intended for you, as I have acted in a 
similar capacity in respect to others ; but I assure you that 
I shall perform this duty in respect to you (if it should 
devolve upon me) with at least as much satisfaction as I 
have upon any former occasion. 
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" I have received official letters from the Secretary of 
State and the Commander in Chief upon your action, which 
I propose to publish in the General Orders of the army. 

have nothing authentic ofBrenicr's division, excepting 
that they are gone to Navalmoral, and I believe higher up 
the Tagus. The division which was at the head of the 
Tormes, marched upon Avila on the 26tli, and it is said that 
the division which was at Avila was to march likewise. 

‘ Believe me^ &c. 

^ Lieut. General ^ Wellington. 

To Vice Admiral the Ho7i. George Berkeley, 

My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 29tli December, 1811. 

‘ In respect to the telegraphs along the Guadiana, tlie 
first thing to be done will be to have the country survey chI 
by one of the gentlemen of the telegraph establishment, ami 
the stations for the several telegraphs fixed; when this shall 
be accomplished, we can liave an estimate of the expense 
framed. 1 would beg leave to suggest to you the expediency 
of mentioning your wishes on this subject to Bom Miguel 
Forjaz, that he may order one of the Officers of the 
telegraph establishment to fix the stations for the telegraphs 
as proposed. 

‘ Believe me, &(.*. 

* Vice A dmiral ‘ W E L L i N c cr ( )N . 

the Hon, G. Berkeley J 

To Vice Admiral the Hon, George Berkeley, 

" My dear Sir, " Frcaoda, 29th December, 1811. 

^ I enclose the extract of a letter from my brother, in 
regard to the shipment of the money for tins army in the 
vessels of the Cadiz squadron. You will see that he is not 
unaware of my desire that it should always come iu one of 
your vessels; but it is desirable that they should go to 
Cadiz at fixed periods. 

" Believe me, &c. 

* Vice Admiral * WiaUNOTON. 

the Hon, G. Berkeley" 



492 


PORTUGAL. 


1811. 


To Marshal Sir W. C, Beresford, K,B, 

^ My dear BerESFORD, ‘ Freneda, 31st December, 1811. 

^ I have received your letters of the 26th December. In 
regard to the military expenses of this Kingdom in general^ 
it is my opinion that the Portuguese Government have pro- 
ceeded on a principle entirely unjustifiable, and such as 
never was adopted by a nation involved in war, particularly 
not when the war was for its existence as a nation. 

^ The mode of proceeding generally adopted, is first to 
see what the military expenses really would be; and to 
supply all those expenses, lea™g the residue to defray 
expenses of the civil, political, agricultural, and other 
departments. But the mode of proceeding adopted by the 
Portuguese Government, has been first to provide fully for 
all the other expenses of the state, and to leave the residue 
with the British subsidy for the military expenses. 

^ This will not answer my purpose, and for that reason I 
am excessively anxious that the detail of all the estimate 
should be particularly examined, in order that we may form 
a judgment of what the military expense really is; and 
then, if the Government will not provide for it, in pre- 
ference to every other expense, excepting the payment of 
the interest on the debt, I shall recommend to the British 
Government to withdraw their subsidy. 

^ I now enclose some memorandums on the estimate of 
the expenses to be paid from the southern treasury in 
January, Avhich, of all the documents of this description I 
have ever seen, is the most scandalous. Nine regiments of 
militia, which do not give 6000 men under arms, cost nearly 
as much as nine regiments of the line, two battalions of 
caQadores, and two regiments of cavalry ! 

^ Under the two heads 6 and 7 are included the pay 
of the only persons who ever do a day’s duty, or who ever 
can be expected to fire a shot. The expense of them pay is 
about 30 contos, and the estimate for the others is 37 
contos. I do not mean to say that many of the persons 
whose pay is estimated in the latter sum, may not be 
usefully employed, and are paid even less than they ought 
to be. But the mere statement of the subject shows the 
necessity of strict examination. I believe it never before 
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happened^ that the mere pay of non-combatants and pen- 
sioners, and paymasters of a portion of any army, cost more 
than the army itself. For this reason, I again recommend 
a most close examination of the details of all the estimates. 

^ I see clearly the force of your objections to the existing 
constitution of the military chest. It ought to be formed to 
defray the cuiTent expenses of the military body properly so 
called ; and the pensions and expenses ought to be defrayed 
from some other fund. I was aware of this defect when tlie 
formation of the establishment was under discussion ; but 
certainly, not of the degree to which it will operate upon tlie 
funds, if “ the stay-tape and buckram” in all the estimates 
is to amount to the same proportion of the expense as it docs 
in the estimate for the southern treasury. 

' If, however, I had known of the extent of these demands, 
I should not have known how to manage them, without 
placing them in the first instance in the military clicst. If 
I had attempted to arrange them on any other plan, I should 
have embarrassed the discussions on the Ibrmation of the 
military chest to such a degree, that that establishment 
would never have been formed. Wc must now let it work 
as it is formed. 

' Do you, and Mr. Stuart, and Dorn Miguel Forjaz, ex- 
amine with the most minute detail, all the estimates, and 
sec what expenses arc necessary, and wliat arc not. As soon 
as that is done, I shall propose a reform of the plan to go to 
such points as may appear to require ameudmeut, and that 
will oblige the Government to find means to pay the ex- 
penses of their army, next to the interest of their debts. 

" It is most evident that the whole subject requires close 
and accurate investigation. Even you and Mr. Stuart do 
not understand one another upon it. 

" What expenses arc estimated in 1130 contos for Janu- 
ary ? You appear to think that the expenses incurred by 
our commissariat arc not included; Mr. Stuart must think 
they arc included ; as in calculating the means to defray the 
expense of tlic estimates, he suyiposcs GOO contos the largest 
amount of a monthly payment of the subsidy tliat could be 
issued to the military chest from the chest of Aids.” 

^ Believe me, &c. 

' Marshal ^ WeluNOTON. 

Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B: 
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MEMORANDUM OF OPERATIONS IN 1811. 

The Notes to the Memorandum are in the ManuscripU 

‘ Freneda, 28th December, 1811. 

^ The last memorandum on the operations in the Penin- 
sula, brought them down to the end of the year 1810, when 
a division of the 9th corps, with other troops, which had 
before endeavored to join Massena from the frontiers of 
Castille, through Lower Beira, arrived, and took their sta- 
tion on the right of the enemy’s army at Leyria. These 
troops, supposed to be from 8000 to 10,000 men, had been 
annoyed on their march by Colonel Wilson’s detachment on 
the Alva*. 

^ The other division of the 9th corps under Claparede, 
amounting also to about 10,000 men, remained on the fron- 
tier, and by their manoeuvres kept General Silveira in check 
during the march of the division under Drouet, by the valley 
of the Mondego. Silveira attacked their advanced guard 
at Ponte do Abade, on the 30th December, 1810, and was 
defeated; and he was himself attacked and defeated at Villa 
da Ponte on the 11th of January; and he retired, first to 
Laniego, and thence across the Dourof. Claparede ad- 
vanced upon Lamego , but General Bacellar having placed 
the divisions of militia, under the command of General Miller 
and of Colonel Wilson, on his flanks and his communica- 
tions, he was obliged to retire, and went to Guarda, to which 
place he had been ordered by Massena J. 

" But the principal occurrence in the commencement of 
this year was the movement, from Andalusia, of a large 
force into Estremadura, in order to create a diversion in 
favor of Massena. 

^ The army of the south, under the command of Soult, 
consisted of the 1st corps, which was engaged in the opera- 
tions of the siege of Cadiz ; of the 4th corps, which was at 
Grenada; and of the 5th corps, one division of which, under 
Gazan, could with difficulty maintain its ground in Estre- 
madura against the Spanish division of Mendizabal and 
Ballesteros, whilst the other division, under Girard, was 

* See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 3d of January.’ 

t ' See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 17th of January.’ 

I ^ See dispatches to Lord Liverpool of the end of January and beginning of 
February.’ 
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employed in the Condado de Niebla^ and in keeping open 
the communication between Seville and the besieging army 
of Cadiz, The whole amount of the army of the south could 
not be less in the beginning of the year than 50,000 men 

^ Soult broke up from Cadiz with about 5000 men on the 
21st December, and collected at Seville the troops destined 
for the invasion of Estremadura. He had with him about 
20,000 menf, including a very large body of cavalry; to 
oppose which there were the Spanish divisions of Mendizabal 
and Ballesteros, which amounted to about 10,000 men, a 
brigade of Portuguese cavalry, and about 1500 Spanish 
cavalry, making altogether about 2300 cavalry. There 
were, besides, Spanish garrisons in Badajoz and Campo 
Mayor, Alburquerque, and Valencia de Alcantara; and 
Don Carlos de Espana’s brigade, about 2000 men, which 
was on the right of the British army near Abrantes, was 
considered disposable for service in Estremadura. 

If this corps had been left entire, and had been prudently 
managed, it would have been fully sufficient, even though 
not joined by the other troops belonging to the army of the 
Marques de la Romana, incorporated with the British army, 
to prevent the enemy from passing the Guadiana, which was 
full at that season of the year. 

^ But the first measure adopted by the Spanish Govern- 
ment, on the same day, the 21st December, that Soult broke 
up from Cadiz, was to order Ballesteros, with a part of his 
division, into the Condado de Niebla. Notwithstanding 
that we received at Cartaxo, on the 29th December, the 
accounts of Soult having broken up from before Cadiz, the 
Spanish General Mendizabal did not hear of this circum- 
stance for some days afterwards ; and the first he heard of it 
was from us. He was quite unprepared for his retreat, 
which was hurried ; and he retired in a manner different, 
and making a different disposition, from that which was 
recommended and ordered. 

* ' By a return of the 25th March, it appears that this army then consisted of 
48,619 men ; of which number 7744 were cavalry. This was after the battle of 
Barr os a, and after the siege of Badajoz, the battle of the 19th February, &c. 
It may be presumed that it was more than 50,000 men in the beginning of the 
year.’ 

f ‘ The 5th corps alone had about 12,000 infantry; and 5000 hrought from 
the siege of Cadiz and the cavalry, would make his army 20,000 men,’ 



496 


PORTUGAL. 


1811. 


" He had been ordered to break the bridges of Merida 
and Medellin, and to defend the passages of the Guadiana. 
He retired upon Badajoz and Olivenqa ; and the engineer 
Officer who was sent to destroy the bridge of Merida, instead 
of obeying the orders he received, made a report which was 
sent to Cartaxo to the Marques de la Romana, and asked 
for orders. The town of Merida itself was not defended ; 
and the consequence was, that an advanced guard of French 
cavalry took Merida, which post 400 French troops had held 
in June in the year 1809, against the whole Spanish army, 
with this additional disadvantage, that the river Guadiana 
was then fordable, and that the Spanish troops were in pos- 
session of all the avenues to the town 

^ General Mendizabal, in making his retreat upon Badajoz 
and Olivenqa, threw 3000 men of General Ballesteros’ di- 
vision into the latter, the others having marched under 
General Ballesteros by order of the Government, into the 
Condado de Niebla. The division of General Mendizabal 
retired upon Badajoz, with all the cavalry, excepting a small 
body which marched upon Merida. 

" There were various reports of the movements of the 
French ; and in fact it was but little known in what direc- 
tion, and with what object, they were moving. It was at 
one time positively stated, that they had passed the bridge 
of Merida on the 15th of January, and that they were 
moving towards the bridge of Almaraz, on the Tagus; 
at another time it was reported that they were encamped at 
Caceres ; but at last it was found that they did not cross 
the Guadiana in any force, but blockaded the troops of 
General Ballesteros’ division in Oliven^a, 

This blockade was made on the 15th, and continued till 
the 23d of January, when the garrison surrendered. Two 
or three attempts were made by General Mendizabal to 
raise the blockade, but without success ; and as the garrison 
at last surrendered, before the enemy had attacked the place, 
and without being distressed for provisions, it is believed 
that the place was sold. 

^During the month of January, the Marques de la 
Romana was taken very ill at Cartaxo, of which illness he 
died on the 23d of that month. He had ordered Don 

* ‘ See the reports of that period/ 
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Carlos de Espana s brigade to march as soon as he heard 
of the danger of Ballesteros’ detachment from the advance 
of the French troops^ and he afterwards ordered that the 
remainder of the troops which had been incorporated with 
the British army should move from Villa Franca, where they 
had been cantoned. They moved on the 20th of January. 

^ From the period at which we had heard of the movement 
of the French from Cadiz, and particularly, latterly, I had 
frequent conversation with him regarding the situation of 
affairs in Estremadura; and as he was unwell, I wrote, in 
the shape of a memorandum, my opinions on the plan of 
operations to be pursued, as well for the objects of the war 
in general, as for the particular purpose of saving Olivenqa, 
or rather for relieving the troops in that place, respecting 
whom the Marques was particularly anxious *. 

^ The Marques died three days after he had received this 
memorandum ; but not till after he had circulated it among 
the Officers under his command, and had desired them to 
attend to it. A reference to the memorandum, and to the 
letters and dispatches of that day, will show how far they 
attended either to the first or to the last f . 

^ After two attempts were made to raise the blockade of 
Olivenca, the place surrendered on the 23d January; and 
the enemy invested Badajoz, on both sides of the Guadiana, 
on the 27th of January, and broke ground on the left of the 
river on the 29th X- 

< The Spanish Generals were not decided respecting the 
measures which they should adopt in the circumstances in 
which they stood. But at length the troops, which had 
quitted the allied army on the 20th of January, were 
ordered to advance to Badajoz. They immediately re- 
established the communication between Elvas and Badajoz, 
obliging the French cavalry to retire beyond the Evora ; 
and then having entered the town, they attempted to raise 

* ^ Sec memordLiidum of the 20th January, in letter to Mr. Wellesley, of the 
23/1 January, in the Foreign Office.’ 

f ‘ See correspondence with Mr. Wellesley in the months of January and 
Febrnaiy, 1811, with enclosrires in the Foreign Office, viz. : January 6th, 13th, 
2Gth, 23d, and 28th, all private. 

^ See dispatches to Lord Liverpool of January 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th, and 28th, 
and February 2d.’ 

X ‘ See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 9th February.’ 

VOL. Vlll. 
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the siege by making a sortie upon the enemy's works. 
They were driven back with loss; and having remained in 
the town, the communication between Elvas and Badajoz 
was again cut off by the enemy’s cavalry *. 

^The Spanish troops however came out of the town again 
on the 9th of February, and at last took the position on the 
heights of San Christoval, which was recommended to them. 
They did not however adopt any measure to fortify this 
position, nor did they adopt any of the other measures 
recommended to them, particularly that of sending away 
from Badajoz the bridge of boats, the want of which was 
afterwards found to be so fatal to the cause. 

^Tlie Spanish army, about 10,000 strong, and having 
besides about 2000 cavalry, including General Madden’s 
Portuguese brigade, remained in the position at San 
Christoval, till the 19tli February, having the Evora in 
their front, and that river and the Guadiana between them 
and the enemy, on which day they were surprised by 
between 6000 and 6000 French troops, and totally destroyed 
as a military body ; their camp and artillery being taken, 
and the whole body not killed or taken dispersed, except 
the Portuguese brigade of cavalry, and a few hundred 
Spaniards. About 2000 of the troops escaped into Ba- 
dajoz f . 

^ An examination of the letters written at this period to 
Mr. Wellesley and the Secretary of State, will show my 
anxiety for the relief of Badajoz, and the measures which I 
recommended for that object. The most effectual measure 
of any would undoubtedly have been to detach a body of 
British troops to that part of the country ; but a moment’s 
reflection on the relative numbers of the two armies at that 
time on the Tagus, and on the extent and nature of the 
positions which we had to occupy, will show that it was 
impossible to venture to detach, from our army at least, till 
the reinforcements then expected should have arrived in the 
Tagus. 

* ^ If the French had sent a sufficient body of cavalry to the right of the 
Guadiana, they would have taken the whole army without firing a shot. See 
the memorandum of the 20th January.’ 

f ‘ See dispatches to Mr. Wellesley, and their enclosures, of the 2d, 3d, 10th, 
17th, and 23il Ftbruary, all in the Foreign Office. 

* Those to Lord Liverpool of the 2d, Sth, 16th, and 2Sth February.’ 
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^ Massena had come into Portugal with 72,000 men, of 
which he had lost 10,000 at the battle of Busaco, and its 
consequences ; and it is a large allowance to suppose that 
he had in January lost 10,000 more by deaths, prisoners, 
deserters, and killed, in various little affairs which had 
occurred. This would reduce his original number to 52,000 
men; and an aide de camp of his, who was taken in 
December, reported that the army had that number before 
Drouet joined*. 

^ To this number Drouet, in December, and Foy, in 
January, added about 12,000 men, making 64,000 ; and 
Claparede was at Guarda with between 8000 and 10,000 
men ; of the 64,000, about 14,000 may have been sick, as 
the army were very sickly; and there would have remained 
on the Tagus, fit for service, about 50,000 men. 

" The British army, on the 20th January, consisted of 
41,040 men ; of which number there were sick, 6715 ; on 
command, 1974 ; prisoners of war, 1586 ; and there remained 
present, fit for duty, 30,765. Of this number, the 2d batt. 
88th (485) were at Lisbon, and the 2d batt. 58th, at Torres 
Vedras; leaving about 30,000 for service ; of which number 
2655 were cavalry. 

The Portuguese army, joined with the British for service 
in the field, at the same time amounted to about 32,000 
effective men, exclusive of the garrisons of Abrantes and 
Elvas, in each of which there were two regiments of infantry, 
one regiment of infantry at Cadiz, and one regiment of 
infantry (the 24th) with General Silveira. The object of 
the French General at this time was undoubtedly to pass 
the Tagus ; and he had his choice of making the attempt in 
a course of about thirty miles from Santarem to the Zezere, 
and even higher than the junction of that river. It was ne- 
cessary to guard that whole course of the river ; for which it 
is conceived that 14,000 men could not be deemed more 
than sufficient. 

^ The remainder of the army, about 40,000 men, was on 
the right of the Tagus, opposed to the whole French army ; 
and it must be observed, that if the enemy had been able to 
advance, either with their 50,000 men, or after being joined 

* ‘ See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 29th December, 1810.* 
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by Claparede, they would have been opposed by very un- 
equal numbers, as some days must have elapsed before the 
troops on the left of the Tagus could have been brought 
across the river. 

^ The detachment which it would have been necessary to 
mate, in order to effect any good at Badajoz, or even to have 
been in safety, adverting to the mode in which the Spanish 
troops have usually conducted themselves, ought to have 
been about 13,000 men ; which numbers, it is obvious, could 
not be spared from the army from the end of January to the 
19th of February. 

" Reinforcements to the amount of 6000 or 7000 men were 
daily expected, which afterwards arrived in the beginning of 
March. It was hoped that the Spaniards would risk nothing, 
and would be able to hold out till these reinforcements 
should arrive, when it was intended to detach a sufficient 
force to effect the object at Badajoz, before anything else 
should be attempted against Massena 

^ The delay of all measures against Massena s position 
continued to be absolutely necessary on account of the state 
of the roads and rivers in the country ; even if our force 
had been deemed sufficient to attack him. 

^ The result of the battle of the 19th February, however, 
destroyed all hopes of being able, even when the reinforce- 
ment should arrive, to make such a detachment from the 
army as should be able to relieve Badajoz ; more particu- 
larly as the Spaniards, having neglected to remove the 
bridge from Badajoz to Elvas, the troops which should 
attempt to relieve Badajoz had no choice left, in respect to 
the mode of crossing the Guadiana. They must have passed 
by the bridge of Badajoz. 

^ It was then determined to attack Massena as soon as the 
reinforcements should arrive, by which time it was hoped 
that the roads and rivulets would become x^i'acticable. In 
the meantime the governor of Badajoz was requested to 
hold out to the last moment. 

‘ Massena, however, retired from his position on the night 
of the 5th of March, before our troops, which had arrived at 
Lisbon in the 1st day of March, could join the army. Tlie 


♦ ^ See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 14th March.’ 



1811. 


frekeda. 


501 


British troops were immediately j>ut in motion in pursuit of 
the French army ; those on the left of the Tagus, by 
Abrantes and the Zezcre ; and those on the Rio Mayor 
river, by the different routes leading in the direction which 
the enemy had taken. 

A letter was written to General Leite, the governor of 
Elvas, from Santarem on the 6th, to request him to apprise 
the governor of Badajoz of Massena's retreat, and to assure 
him that support and relief would be sent to him without loss 
of time. 

^ This support was accordingly ordered to march on the 
8th, as soon as the enemy’s I'etreat was found to be de- 
cided 

‘ When the enemy retired, it appeared at first that their 
intention was to go by the road of Thoinar and Espinhal, 
leaving Coimbra on their left ; and it was not certain that 
they had taken the high road by Pombal, till the 9th. 
On that morning a most favorable report was received of 
the state of affairs at Badajoz. It appeared that the gar- 
rison had not suffered ; that the fire of the place was 
superior to that of the enemy ; and that one of the enemy’s 
six battering guns had been dismounted by the fire of the 
place. Under these circumstances, when it was found on 
the afternoon of the 9th, that the enemy had collected their 
army in a strong position at Pombal, it was deemed 
expedient to order the 4th division, and General De Grey’s 
brigade of cavalry (which had been ordered to march on the 
10th to join the 2d and General Hamilton’s division, on the 
left of the Tagus, as soon as the bridge should be laid for 
them), to march upon Pombal, to co-operate in the attack 
which it was intended to make upon the enemy on the 11th. 

These troops accordingly joined, and the enemy retired; 
but the garrison of Badajoz surrendered on the 10th of 
March. 

‘ The mode of the enemy’s retreat on the 11th, and the 
fact that they were still stronger than we were, and might 
have taken up the position of Coimbra and the Mondego, 
unless hurried beyond that town, caused the continued 
detention of the 4th division, and General De Grey’s 


* ‘ See dispatches to Lord Liverpool of the Hth March.’ 
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brigade of cavalry, till the operations of the 13th forced the 
enemy past Coimbra, and enabled us to communicate with 
that town. 

^ The troops for Badajoz were immediately put in motion 
to return to the south, but unfortunately we that night 
heard of the fall of that fortress on the 10th. These 
accounts were accompanied by reports of the enemy imme- 
diately threatening Campo Mayor; and even if it had not 
been desirable to prevent them from extending their con- 
quests on that side, the fall of Badajoz facilitated to such a 
degree their entry into Portugal, and Badajoz was so much 
nearer to Lisbon than the point at which we then found 
ourselves, that it would have been impossible- to continue 
the pursuit of Massena even for one march, without pro- 
viding for the security of our right flank, by placing a large 
corps on the Tagus. 

^ Thus, then, it was still necessary to make this detach- 
ment, notwithstanding that the original object for which it 
was destined was lost 

^ The pursuit of Massena was continued with uniform 
success from that period till he finally crossed the Agueda 
on the 9th of April. Our reinforcements, however, were 
not all arrived in Portugal, and those which had arrived, 
did not join the army till the end of March. Even then we 
were infinitely inferior to the enemy in numbers, parti- 
cularly when he approached the frontier, and was joined by 
Claparede’s division of the 9th corps from Guarda. Our 
movements were, therefore, necessarily cramped, and we 
were obliged to proceed with caution, when 'the utmost 
activity would have been desirable. 

^ Let anybody now advert to the difference of the result 
of Massena’s invasion of Portugal, if the operations on the 
Guadiana in the month of January had been carried on as 
they ought; if the Spanish Regency had not drawn Balles- 
teros from Estremadura at the moment that province was 
attacked ; if his troops had not been shamefully sold in 
Olivenga; if the battle of the 19th of February had not 
been lost, and the Spanish army annihilated ; and, finally, 
if Badajoz itself had not been shamefully sold to the enemy 

* ^ See dispatches to Lord Liverpool of the 14th, 16th, 21st, 27th March; 
2d, 9th, 18th April.’ 
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on the day after the governor was informed that relief 
would be sent to him. 

" As soon as the French were driven across the Agueda, 
Almeida was invested ; and it will be seen in a subsequent 
part of this memorandum^ that the enemy made an attempt 
in May to relieve the place. What would have been tlic 
result of that attempt, nay more, would it ever have been 
made, if we had had 22,000 men in tlic ranks, which were at 
that time in Estremadura ? 

" If our attention had nob been preferably, and with part 
of our army necessarily, carried into Estremadura, in conse- 
quence of the events in that province, in the months of 
January, February, and March, what would liavc been tlie 
result of an attempt to obtain possession of Ciudad Kodrigo 
in May, after the fall of Almeida, by the concentrated force 
and resources of the allied army ? 

But other circumstances occiUTcd, not yet adverted to in 
this memorandum, which show still more cU^arly the latal 
effects of the Spanish system of military o])erati(>ns. Not- 
withstanding that General Ballesteros was weak, and tliat 
he ought never to have been removed from Estremadura, 
he held his ground against a French corps which attacked 
him on the 25th of January. A part of tlic French force in 
Estremadura was consequently witlulrawn from that ])ro- 
vince, and the force engaged in tin', siege of Badajoz was 
reduced *. 

" Another event occurred highly advantageous in all its 
circumstances to the state of affairs in Estremadura. In 
consequence of the diminution of the force before Cadiz in 
December, 1810, the British and Spanish authorities con- 
ceived that a fair opportunity offered of making an attack 
upon the blockading army by the besieged. Ihis atiaede 
was fixed for the 28th of February, but owing to (‘ontrary 
winds, and a variety of circumstances, coidd not takt^ ])laco 
till the 6th of March f. On tliat day the battle oFBarrosa 
was fought, four days before the surrender of Badajoz ; and 


* * See dispatch to Lord Liverpool ortho ‘Jth Fobruury. 

‘ He had further successes in an action fought in the cud of February. — Sec 
dispatch to Mr. Wellesley of the 3d March.^ 

t ‘ See letter to General Ballesteros, enclosed in a letter to Mr. Wellesley, of 
the 2d February.’ 
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in all probability, if Badajoz had held out one day longer, 
the enemy Avould not have remained to take possession of 
the place 

^ The troops which were detached from the army at Con- 
deixa on the 14th of March, did hot arrive at Portalegre till 
the 22d of that month. Campo Mayor, which had been 
regularly attacked by the enemy on the 14th, surrendered 
on the 22d. Marshal Sir William Beresford, having col- 
lected his corps, advanced against the enemy; surprised 
them at Campo Mayor on the 25th, which place they 
abandoned. Their cavalry fled into Badajoz, leaving 
behind them a regiment of infantry, and all their cannon. 
Unfortunately the excessive impetuosity of the troops (the 
13th light dragoons in particular) prevented Sir William 
Beresford from taking the advantage which he intended to 
take of these events. Some of the 13th dragoons were 
taken on the bridge, between the tete du pout and the gate 
-of Badajoz f. 

^ The instructions to Sir William Beresford were to pass 
the Guadiana as soon as he should have possession of 
Campo Mayor, and to blockade Badajoz, till the means for 
attacking the place regularly could arrive. Unfortunately 
here again our operations were frustrated by the conduct of 
the Spaniards. One of the objects particularly recom- 
mended to their attention was to send to Elvas the bridge 
of boats that was in Badajoz This had been repeatedly 
desired before, and the I'easons for urging the measure 
again were particularly stated in that memorandum. This 
'was the only bridge in the possession of the allies ; and if it 
Iiad been at Elvas, Marshal Beresford could have passed 
the Guadiana, and have blockaded Badajoz on the 26th 
March, and in all probability the place would have fallen 
into our hands as Campo Mayor had, or as Almeida sub- 
sequently did, as it was at that time unprovided with stores 
or with provisions. 

^ * All the enclosures in the dispatches to Mr. Wellesley of the 2d, 3d, 10th, 
17th, 23d February, of the 3d, 26th March, and 20th April, are worth reading 
on this subject.’ 

t ‘ See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 2d April, with enclosures.’ 

it ‘ See memorandum of the 20th January, in the letter to Mr, Wellesley of 
the 23d.’ 
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^ As it was, he could not pass the Guadiana t 
April, and could not advance till the 6th or 7th ; 
intermediate time the enemy threw into the place all the 
provisions and stores which it required to last till the 
enemy were enabled finally to relieve it in the middle of 
June; 

^ When the French crossed the Agueda on the 9th of 
April, they left Almeida to its fate, and it was immediately 
invested and blockaded by our troops. The enemy retired 
beyond the Tormes, some of them even beyond the Duero, 
and abandoned Ciudad Rodrigo as well as Almeida. Our 
army, however, was scarcely strong enough to maintain the 
blockade of Almeida, and certainly could not have main- 
tained that of Ciudad Rodrigo *. Indeed the state of the 
Agueda rendered it impossible for us to draw supplies 
across that river. 

^ The enemy having passed the Duero, Almeida being 
invested, and matters appearing tolerably quiet on the 
frontiers of Castillo, the head quarters were moved on the 
15th of April into Alentejo, and arrived at Elvas on the 
20th. Sir William Beresford had crossed the Guadiana on 
the 4th of April, and had blockaded both Badajoz and 
01iven9a. The garrison of the latter place having refused 
to surrender, guns were brought from Elvas, and Lieut, 
General Cole forced the place to surrender on the 15th of 
April f . 

" In the meantime Sir William Beresford advanced ^vith 
the 2d division of infantry, and General Hamilton's division, 
and the cavalry, as well to force the enemy to retire from 
Estremadura entirely, as to give support to General Balles- 
teros, who had been obliged to retire into that province 
from the Condado de Niebla. 

" Marshal Beresford surprised the enemy’s cavalry on the 
16th of April, at Los Santos, and defeated them with con- 
siderable loss 

Badajoz was reconnaitred on the 22d, and the general 
plan for the attack Avas fixed. But unfortunately the rain 

* ^ See dispatches to Lord Liverpool of the 9th and 1 5th April.* 
t ‘ See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 25th of April.’ 

I ‘ See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 25tli of April.* 
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which had fallen in the third week in April, swelled the 
Gnadiana considerably ; and the bridge which Marshal Sir 
William Beresford had constructed under Jurumenha, with 
great trouble and difficulty, and after much delay, was swept 
away in the night of the 23d of April. 

' Marshal Sir William Beresford was consequently in- 
structed to delay the operations of the siege till he should 
have re-established the bridge, or till the river should 
become fordable. 

^ The Marshal was likewise instructed and authorised to 
fight a battle, in case he should think it expedient, in order 
to save the siege of Badajoz ; and these instructions applied 
as well to the corps under General Blake, which landed 
about this time at Ayamonte* * * § . 

^ All these arrangements being made, the head quarters 
were again transferred to the frontiers of Castille. They 
quitted Elvas on the 25th of April, and arrived at Alameda 
on the 28th. Intelligence had been received that orders 
had arrived from Paris, for Massena to make an attempt to 
raise the blockade of Almeida ; in which attempt Marshal 
Bessim’es was to co-operate with part of the army of the 
north I . 

^ The enemy’s army was collected at Ciudad Rodrigo in 
the end of April, but the same fall of rain which had swelled 
the rivers in Estremadura, likewise swelled those in Castille, 
and they did not advance till the 2d of May 

They attacked us at Fuentes de Onoro on the 3d and 
5th, but could make no impression upon us, and at length 
retired on the 10th, and the whole were across the Agueda 
on that night §. 


* ^ See instructions to Sir William Beresford in dispatch to Lord Liverpool of 
the 22d May (A). 

‘ See letter to General Castauos in the same dispatch.' 

t ^ It is a curious circumstance, and shows what good intelligence we had, 
that these accounts were received at Elvas, together with accounts of the day 
Massena was to set out from Salamanca, and our head quarters arrived at 
Alameda in Castille on the day before Massena arrived at Ciudad Rodrigo.’ 

X ‘ See dispatches to Lord Liverpool of the 1st, 8th, 10th, and 15th of May.’ 

§ ‘ The enemy never had such a superiority of numbers opposed to the British 
troops as in this action. They had all the infantry of the four corps which had 
been in Portugal, and all the cavalry. In addition to which they had three 
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' In the middle of the night of the 10th, after the 
bloclcade was completely resumed in force. General Brcnicr, 
the governor of Almeida, blew up tlic place, and made his 
escape with his garrison across tlie bridge of Barba dc 
Puerco. This event was to be attributed to a variety of 
unfortunate circumstances. 

^ First, the Officer commanding the Queen’s regiment, 
who was close to the place, was not aware of the nature of 
the explosion which he heard, or that the garrison escaped, 
and made no movement. 

^ Secondly, the Officer commanding the ‘Itli regiment, 
who had been ordered to Barba de Puerco, at 1 o’clock on 
the 10th, when the French retired, missed liis road; and 
although the distance lie had to march was only three miles, 
he did not rcacli Barba de Puerco till the morning of the 
11th, after the French had arrived there. 

' Thirdly, the 8th Portuguese regiment had ]>cen ordered 
to march from its cantonments at Jun<‘a to Barba dc 
Puerco, in ease an explosion should be heard. These 
orders were obeyed ; the regiment inarehed to Barl.)a dc 
Puerco, and arrived before the Fi’cnch, and before Major 
General Campbell, with the 4th and 3()th rc‘gimonts; but 
finding nothing there but a piquet of cavalry, and the Com- 
manding Officer believing that lie liad mistaken tlie nature 
of the explosion, returned again to his cantonments . 

" The 3d and 7tli divisions were ordered oil’ to Kvstre- 
madura on the 13th and I4th ; and accounts Juiving been 
received on the 1 5th that Soult was about to advance from 
Seville, the head quarters were again removed on the fol- 
lowing day to Elvas, where they arrived on the IDth. Sir 
William Beresford had invested Badajoz on both sides of* 


fresh re j^hnents of cavalry, which could not have less than 1200 mtui, and 000 
cavalry of the guard. 

‘ Wc had, British cavalry , . , l,.*}.‘{i 

„ infantry . . IS, 000 

Furtugue.se cavalry . • SOO 

„ infantry . . 10, MC 

But wo had two divisions, the fjtlx and Gth, and (ieneral Fiick'a brigade, and 
the Portuguese cavalry on the left, cither forming or protucting the blockade, 
and these troops wore not engaged. I'lm enemy had about live to one of 
cavalry, and more than two to one of infantry engaged.* 

* ^ See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the loth of May.* 
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the Guadiana on the 4th, and he broke ground on the 8th. 
He lost some men on the right of the river, in front of the 
tete du jportt, on the first day, and a considerable number in 
a sortie made by the enemy on the 10th. On the 12th, the 
Marshal heard of the collection of a large body of troops by 
Marshal Soult, in the neighborhood of Seville, and of their 
march towards Estremadura, and he immediately raised the 
siege ; and, according to the instructions and recommenda- 
tion left with them, he and the Spanish Generals collected 
their troops on the Albucra rivulet*. 

^ The battle of Albuera v^as fought on the 16th May, on 
the ground pointed out in those instructions. That which 
was most consipicuous in the battle of Albuera was the want 
of discipline of the Spaniards. These troops behaved with 
the utmost gallantry, but it was hopeless to think of moving 
them. In the morning the enemy gained an eminence which 
commanded the whole extent of the line of the allies, which 
either was occupied, or was intended to be occupied, by the 
Spanish troops. The natural operation would have been to 
re-occupy this ground by means of the Spanish troops ; but 
that w^as impossible. The British troops were consequently 
moved there ; and all the loss sustained by those troops was 
incurred in regaining a height which ought never for a 
moment to have been in possession of the enemy f . 

' After the battle of Albucra, the enemy retired leisurely 
to Llerena and Guadalcanal 

" It was obvious, from the immense superiority of cavalry 
which they showed in that battle, and that, as the allies 'were 
but little superior in total strength, and had beaten them 
wdth difficulty, and could derive no great advantage from 
their success, it was hopeless to attack Soult in tlic position 
which he had taken at Llerena. There w^as nothing to 
prevent him from retiring upon Seville, or even upon the 


* ^ See reports of Sir William Boresford, enclosed in a dispatch to Lord Liver- 
pool of the 22d of May.’ 

-)• ‘ This is stated, because it has been matter of dispute whether the Spaniards 
had or had not occupied the height before the French were on it. They were 
certainly ordered to occupy the ground, and their pic[iiets were on it; but it is 
not clear that they liad occupied it in sufficient strength before the French 
troops were on it.’ 

+ ^ See dispatches from Marshal Beresford, enclosed in dispatches to Lord 
Liverpool of the .22(1, 23d, and 24th May.’ 



1811. 


FRKNEDA. 


509 


troops engaged in the blockade of Cadiz, if he should have 
found himself so pressed as to render that measure neces- 
sary ; and the arrival of reinforcements, which it will appear 
he had reason to expect, would have placed in a state of risk 
the troops which would have obliged him to take this step. 
But this reasoning supposes that Soult would have consi- 
dered himself under the necessity of retiring from the strong 
position of Llerena and Guadalcanal, in consequence of the 
measures which we might have adopted in Estremadura in 
the end of May. I believe there is no foundation for this 
hypothesis. 

^ The allies’ troops, which were sent from the frontiers of 
Castille, and arrived at Campo Mayor on the 23d and 24th 
of May, were rather more than equal to the loss sustained in 
the battle of Albuera, and in the first siege of Badajoz. It 
had been obvious in the battle of Albuera, that we could not 
'reckon upon the Spaniards in any affair of manoeuvre, and 
therefore that we could not rely upon them in such an 
operation as the attack of Soult’s army in the positions of 
Guadalcanal and Llerena *. 

^ But the effect of these operations, even if well executed, 
could only be to force Soult to fall back for a time; and here 
the question arose whether it was worth while to attempt it. 
It was known that Drouet had marched with seventeen or 
nineteen battalions of the 9th corps, belonging to the army 
of Portugal, from Salamanca, on the 16th or 17th of May, 
destined for a reinforcement to Soult ; and it was calculated 
that these battalions would join Soult on or about the 8th 
of June f. 

^ Under these circumstances, it was deemed better not to 
lose the time between the 25th of May and the 8th of June 
by an attempt to attack Soult, which appeared hopeless ; 
and to take advantage of our superiority in the battle of 
Albuera, and in the early arrival of our reinforcements, to 
make a vigorous attack upon Badajoz. 

‘ Accordingly, the place was reinvested on the 25tli of 
May, and the fire was opened on the 2d of June 

^ There appeared every ground for belief that we should 

* ‘ See dispatches to Lord Liverpool of the 22d and 24th May.’ 
t ‘ See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 22d of May.* 

X ^ See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 30th of May.* 
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have been able to obtain possession of the place before the 
ay on which it was possible that Sonlt could advance for 
its relief. It is certain that its possession depended upon 
the possession of the outwork of San Christoval, which com- 
manded the point of attack in the castle. This outwork was 
deemed to be in a state to be taken by storm on the 6th:, 
and again on the 9th. Both attempts failed ; and the ques- 
tion whether Badajoz could be taken or not in the time which 
remained^ during which the allied army could be applied to 
that operation^ came to be one of means, upon which we 
were decidedly of opinion that we had it not in our power 
to take the place ; and therefore we raised the siege on the 
10th, although we continued the blockade till the 17th*. 

^ While the operations of the second siege of Badajoz 
were going on, accounts were received that Marshal Mar- 
mont was about to move from Salamanca into Estremadura, 
in order to aid Soult in his operations for the relief of 
Badajoz -j*. 

* The first movements of the army were upon Ciudad 
Rodrigo, into which place Marmont introduced a convoy on 
the 6th of June. Lieut. General Sir Brent Spencer retired 
across the Coa; and Marmont then turned about, and 
marched through the Puerto de Banos, to Plasencia. Lieut. 
General Sir Brent Spencer made a corresponding movement 
on Gastello Branco, at which place he received intelligence 
of the enemy having had posts on the Alagon, and the 
cavalry in Coria, and some doubts were entertained of their 
intention to cross the Tagus. The head of their army, 
however, crossed that river on the 12th, and arrived at 
Truxillo on the 13th ; and the advanced guard was at 
Merida, and in communication vdth Soult, on the 15th. 

^ Soult had broken up from Llerena and Guadalcanal on 
the 12th, as soon as he was joined by Drouet ; and he moved 
upon Zafra, and his advanced guard to Los Santos, on the 
13th. The allied army were immediately concentrated upon 

* * I believe the failure in the attack upon Sau Christoval is like many other 
events to be attributed to the want of experience in the British army. First, 
the battery to break the wall ought to have been placed on the crest of the 
glacis. Secondly, if it was not, care ought to have been taken from the com- 
mencement to prevent the enemy from clearing the rubbish while the fire was 
continued upon the wall.* 

+ « See dispatches to Lord Liverpool of the 6th, 13th, and 20th June.’ 
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Albuera, with the exception of the 3d and 7tli divisions, 
which kept the blockade of Badajoz. But the accounts of 
the arrival at Truxillo of the advanced guard of the army of 
Portugal having arrived at Albuera, and Soult having 
made a movement from Zafra on Almcndralejo, having thus 
shown that lie knew of the arrival of that army, it was 
deemed expedient to retire across the Guadiana. 

'As far as we could form a judgment, the French had at 
that time assembled in Estremadura 00,000 men, of which 
7000 were cavalry. 

' The British army consisted of 

" Cavalry, 1,671 
Infantry, 11,812 

' The Portuguese, 

Cavalry, 900 
Infantry, 12,885 

and General Blake had about 8,000 men. 

' The head of Sir Brent Spencei-'s column did not join till 
the 20th, the 5th division not till tlic 21th. The strength of 
the whole army, wlien collected together, was, 

British infantry, 25,123 

Portuguese infantry, 18,926 

British cavalry, 3,197 

Portuguese cavalry, 1,200 f 

' It would liavc been impossible for the allies to maintain 
the blockade of Badajoz with the strength whidi they could 
produce against that of the enemy, in the days wliich inter- 
vened between the 17th and 24th of Juno; nor could tlie 
allies pretend to attack the cnciny in ICstrcmadura, com- 
posed as they were, being, after all, even including the 
Spaniards and Sir Brent Spencer, inferior in numbers, par- 
ticularly of cavalry, and very inferior in composition. 

' Tlicsc circumstances were stated in a conference with 
General Blake on the I 4th June, at Albuera, and in a pre- 
vious letter to him ; and he was urged either to co-operate 

* ' Soult brought to Zafra little more than Iuh advanced guard and cavalry. 
The main body of the army marched direct from Llereua upon Almondralejo 
and Merida.* 

f * This account includes the 5th division and Barbacena’s brigade of Portu- 
guese cavalry, which did not arrive at Fortalegro till the 24th of June. The 
r)th division eonsisted of about 5000 men. In this account artillery is not 
included.’ 
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with the allied British and Portuguese army ; or, having 
crossed the Guadiana at Jurumenha, to move down the right 
bank, and to cross that river at Mertola, and to endeavor to 
obtain possession of Seville, while the enemy’s attention 
should be drawn to us on the frontier of Alentejo. General 
Blake preferred the last operation, and he recrossed the 
Guadiana on the 22 d of June 

^ But, instead of moving at once upon Seville, he at- 
tempted to obtain possession of Niebla on the 30th of June, 
where the enemy had only 300 men, in which attempt he 
failed f ; and Soult having* * * § , towards the end of the month of 
June, discovered General Blake’s movement, and detached a 
body of troops into Andalusia, General Blake embarked at 
Ayamonte on the 6th of July 

^ While this \vas going on, the allied British and Portu- 
guese army took a position on the 19th of June between 
Elvas and Campo Mayor. The particular object in taking 
this position was to protect those places, and to insure the 
arrival into them of the convoys of provisions and stores 
destined for their supply §. The enemy reconnaitred the 
position of the army on the 22d June, but they never showed 
any inclination to attack it||. 

‘ The armies remained opposite to each other till the I4th 
July, when Marmont retired across the Tagus, and cantoned 
his army about Plasencia, &c., and along the Tagus to Tala- 
vera; and Drouet removed the 5th corps to Zafra. Before 
these troops separated, the allies were certainly stronger 
than the enemy in infantry : the enemy were strongest in 
cavalry ; but the attack of the enemy would have answered 
no purpose, excepting to oblige them to retire from Estre- 
madura. That object was likely to be accomplished without 
incurring the risk of an attack with inferior numbers of 
cavalry, and without exposing the troops to the inconve- 
nience of making long marches in Estremadura in that 
season. 

" The enemy having retired from Estremadura, the ques- 


* ‘ See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 22d of June.’ 

f ^ See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 11th of July/ 

t ^ See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the 18th of July.’ 

§ < See dispatches to Lord Liverpool of the 20th and 27th June, and 4th July,’ 
j| ‘ See dispatches of the 18th July and 25th July.’ ^ 
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tion regarding the future operations of the army was ma- 
turely considered, and it was determined to remove the scat 
of the war to the frontiers of Castille The grounds of 
that decision \vere, 

" First, that in that season wc could not venture to under- 
take anything against Badajoz. 

"Secondly, that we were not strong enough to venture 
into Andalusia. 

" Thirdly, that from all the information I had received, 
the strength of the northern army was less than tliat of the 
south, and that the army of Portugal, which was destined to 
oppose us in whatever point we should direct our operations, 
was not likely to he so strongly supported in the north as in 
the south. 

" In this supposition I was mistaken. The array of the 
north, even before the reinforcements arrived, Avas stronger 
than that in the south ; but it must be observed that there is 
nothing so difficult as to obtain information of the enemy’s 
numbers in Spain. There is but little communication be- 
tween one town and another; and although the most minute 
account of numbers which have passed through one town 
can always be obtained, no information can be obtained of 
what is passing in the next. To this add, that the disposi- 
tion of the Spaniards naturally leads them to exaggerate the 
strength and success of themselves and their friends, and to 
despise that of the enemy, and it will not be matter of 
surprise that we should so often have been misinformed 
rcg’arding the enemy’s numbers. 

" The first intention was to remain in the cantonments of 
the Alentejo, which had been taken up as soon as Marmont 
had retired, till the train and stores should have been 
brought up from Oporto, to make the attack upon Ciudad 
Podrigo. The march of the ti’oops would consequently not 
liave taken place till the beginning of September. The 
movement was made in the end of July and beginning of 
August, for the following reasons. 

" In the end of July it was discovered, that notwith- 
standing Marshal Bessieres had evacuated the Asturias and 
Astorga when Marmont m-oved, into Estremadura in the 

* " See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of IStli July.’ 

2 L 
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beginning of July, and had thereby increased the disposable 
force under his command, Don Julian had been so successful 
in the blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo, that up to that moment 
the enemy had not been able to keep open any communica- 
tion with the place, or to supply it at all with provisions. 

return of the supplies in the place, when it was left by 
Marmont in the beginning of June, had likewise been inter* 
cepted, from which it appeared that the provisions would be 
exhausted by the 20th of August*. It was therefore deter- 
mined to send the army across the Tagus immediately, and 
to blockade Ciudad Rodrigo, if it should not have been 
supplied; and if it should, to canton the army in Lower 
Beira, till the train and stores should have arrived f. 

^ We did not receive intelligence that the place had been 
supplied till we went so forward as to disclose our design 
against the place. But there were two other reasons for 
taking up cantonments for the summer in Castille rather 
than in Lower Beira : one was, that in Castille we could 
procure supplies of provisions, which we much wanted, and 
we could procure none in Beira; the other was, that by 
threatening Ciudad Rodrigo, we were likely to relieve Ga- 
licia, and General Abadia’s army, from the attack with which 
both were threatened by the army of the north. 

^ We accordingly made the blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo 
in the first week in August, and continued it from that time 
forward. The train for the siege would have arrived at 
Almeida, in the first week of September ' 1 . But before that 
period, accounts were received of the arrival in Spain of the 
enemy’s reinforcements. It was also discovered by an inter- 
cepted return of the army of the north, that they were much 
stronger than they had been supposed in July, when the 
plan was determined upon to make the siege of Ciudad 
Rodrigo §. Under these circumstances, and as Almeida was 
not in a state to give security to the heavy train and its 
stores, it was determined not to bring the equipment for- 

♦ ^ See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of 1st August.’ 

t See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of 8th August.’ 

X ‘ See dispatches to Lord Liverpool of the 14th and 21st August.’ 

§ ^ See dispatch to Lord LiverpooV of the 28th August, for the accounts of 
the enemy’s reinforcements and strength. See dispatches written to Lord 
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ward, and to confine our efforts to the blockade of Ciudad 
Rodrigo 

^ In tlie third week of September, the enemy collected the 
whole army of the north, (with the exception of Bonet’s 
division, which observed Abadia’s movements on the side of 
Galicia,) and two divisions from Navarre, which had recently 
come from Calabria, and five divisions, and all the cavahy 
of the army of Portugal, to escort a convoy to Ciudad 
Rodrigo f . They had not less than G0,000 men of which 
more than 6000 were cavalry, to which we could oppose 
about 40,000. If we had fought a battle to maintain a 
blockade of Ciudad Rodrigo, we must have had the river 
Agueda, and the place in our rear; and if defeated, a retreat 
was impossible. 

^ Although we did not fight a battle to protect the blockade 
of Ciudad Rodrigo, the army was assembled on the left of 
the Agueda, and a partial engagement, highly honorable to 
the troops, was fought at El Bodon on the 25th of September. 

"The object of taking a position so near to the enemy was 
to force them to show their army. This was an object, be- 
cause the people of the country, as usual, believed and 
reported that the enemy were not so strong as we knew 
them to be ; and if they liad not seen tlie enemy’s strength, 
they would have entertained a very unfavorable opinion of 
the British army, which it was desirable to avoid. This 
object was accomplished by the operations at the close of 
September. 

" Although the removal of the army from the Alentejo did 
not accomplisli all the objects which wc‘re in view when the 
movement was made, it had the effect of ohliging the enemy 

* ^ r'or tho account of all that pass.-d in respect to putthi^jf Alino'ula "m a 
state of repair, see dispatch to Lord Taverpool of the 5th of August. The place 
is now nearly entirely re-estahlished ns a Place (l'An)te$: 

f ^ See dispatch to L()i’d Liverpool of tlie Seplenihio-. * 

J ‘ Besides tliese (>(),()0(1 men, General Foy was at Phisencia with one division 
of the army of Povtuj>;al, and some troops of the army oT i.h(‘ cmitns with which 
he co-operated with Marmont, and acitially asemided Ihe mountains hv the Pasii 
of Perales and Poyo <m our ri^ht. E'or the state of the striuijj^lli of the allied 
army in the field, see the Morninij State, sent to Lord Liverpool every week 
since the month of July. The !2d and (ieneral Ilamilton’s divisiems (»f infantry, 
and the 2(1 division of cavalry, have always been in tho Alent(‘jo, with the 
exception of General De Grey’s hri«^iule of the latter, while it continued on the 
streiif^th of that division of cavalry,’ 
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to collect their whole force for the relief of Ciudad Eodrigo, 
and to abandon all their other operations and objects 
The army of the north were obliged to discontinue their 
operations against Abadia, and still further^ to call to their 
assistance two divisions which had recently arrived from 
Calabria, and were employed in Navarre against the guer- 
rilla Mina. Mina’s success in Navarre has consequently 
been extraordinary, and his numbers have rapidly increased.. 

^ After the operations for the relief of Ciudad Rodrigo, it 
was determined to persevere in the same system till the 
enemy should make some alteration in the disposition of 
their force, and to continue to threaten Ciudad Rodrigo with 
an attack, in order to keep a large force of the enemy em- 
ployed to observe our operations, and to prevent them from 
undertaking any operation elsewhere. 

' To this system we were forced, not less by the relative 
force of the two armies, than by the extraordinary sickness 
of our own troops. All the soldiers who had recently arrived 
from England, and all those who had been in Walcheren, 
and vast numbers of Of&cers, were attacked by fever, not of 
a very violent description, but they were rendered unable to 
perform any duty, and those who recovered relapsed upon 
making any exertions. Even if an opportunity had offered, 
therefore, for undertaking anything on this side, the unfor- 
tunate state of the army would have prevented it. 

" It would not have answered to remove the army to the 
frontiers of Estremadura, where a chance of ejffecting some 

* ‘ See dispatch from Sir H. Douglas, of 5th September. 

‘ There is nothing more comical than the lies published in the Moniteiir about 
the expedition to relieve Ciudad Rodrigo, excepting that our newspapers do not 
notice them. It is not possible that either Marmont or Dorsenne could have 
written such nonsense as has appeared with their names affixed to it. They 
say that they heard of our approach to the Coa in the beginning to September; 
we approached the Coa on the 6th of August, and they knew it at Salamanca 
on the 14th. They then say, that in consequence of tins knowledge, acquired 
in the beginning of September, Dorsenne attacked Galicia ; he attacked Abadia 
in Galicia on the 25th August. Marmont then took four gims on the 25th 
September; but he forgets to say that we retook the only two which he had 
taken for a moment. The comical part of that story is, that Major Gordon, 
who was in the French head quarters on the 26th, offered to lay a wager that 
the Moniteur would mention that the guns had been taken, but would omit the 
sequel of the stor}’-. 

^ See the dispatches and Morning States sent to Lord Liverpool in October, 
November, and December,* 
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important object might have ofFercd * ; as in that case Ge- 
neral Abadia would have been left to himself, and would 
have fallen an easy sacrifice to the army of the north. We 
availed ourselves of the opijortunity which offered of striking 
a blow against Girard in Estremadura, by which the country 
between the Tagus and the Guadiana was relieved from the 
enemy f . 

^ But little notice has been taken in this memorandum of 
the operations of the Spaniards, which having been confined 
principally to the eastern coast of the Peninsula, have been 
but little influenced by those on the western side. Tortosa 
was surrendered by treachery on the 2d of January, as 
Lerida had been but a short time before. The troops under 
Suchet then prepared to attack Tarragona, which place was 
taken by storm on the 28tli June. 

" In the course of the winter it had appeared, by an inter- 
cepted letter, to be Soult’s intention to attack Carthagena, 
in order to be prepared to attack Valencia on both sides in 
concert with Suchet. He attempted to carry this intention 
into execution in the month of July, after he had obliged 
General Blake to embark at Ayamontc. General Blake, 
however, went with his army by sea to the coast of Mui’cia, 
and landed it there in August, while Soult moved in that 
direction by Granada. It appears that General Blake 
quitted the army as soon as it had formed a junction with 
the army of Murcia, called the third army, and he proceeded 
to Valencia, leaving General Freirc in the command of the 
troops in Murcia. The Ffench advanced from Granada, but 
the Spaniards did not retreat in time, and their loss was 
very great;};. They had time, however, to re-asscmblc tbeir 
dispersed divisions, and the people in Murcia took arms, and 
partly on this account, partly on account of the prevalence 
of the yellow fever at Carthagena, and throughout Murcia, 
and partly because the movement of the allied British and 
Portuguese army upon Ciudad llodrigo rendered necessary 
a concentration of the French forces in the Peninsula, Soult 


♦ * See Sir Howard Douglas’s dispatch of 29th October, in answer to a 
question upon that point.’ 

t ‘ See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of 6th November.’ 

I * See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of 18th Septcinben’ 
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returned to the westward, and arrived at Seville on the 17th 
September *. 

^ In the meantime, Suchet, having been joined by rein- 
forcements from France, and having dispersed the troops 
which General Lacy had attempted to collect in Catalonia, 
penetrated into the kingdom of Valencia f . General Blake 
had been since August preparing for the defence of that 
city, and he collected there the army of Valencia, and others 
from Aragon and Catalonia ; and latterly, General Mahy 
marched from Murcia to join him with the troops which 
General Blake had brought from Cadiz, and a part of the 
third army, i. e., that of Murcia. 

" Suchet having gained possession of Oropesa, commenced 
an attack on the castle of Saguntiun on the 29th Sep- 
tember '1. He made several attempts to obtain possession 
of this castle by storm, in all of which he failed, and at last, 
having brought up a few heavy guns, he broke ground 
regularly before the place, arid made a breach in its walk 
He made several attempts to carry the breach by storm, in 
all of which he failed. 

‘ As soon as General Blake was joined at Valencia by tho 
troops from Murcia, under General Mahy §, he moved out 
from Valencia on the 24th October, and on the 25th at- 
tacked Suchet, and was defeated, with the loss of some 
prisoners and eight pieces of cannon. The French imme- 
diately summoned the garrison of Saguntuin to surrender, 
which they did upon capitulation. Suchet advanced upon 
Valencia, and it is understood tlmt he opened his fire upon 
a part of the intrenched position occupied by Blake in front 
of the town on the 25th of November ||. It is likewise 
stated, that on the 2d of December, there was a severe 
action at Valencia, in which the French sufiered consi- 
derably. 

■ " These circumstances, and the movement of Marmont’s 
army towards Toledo, as is supposed, to aid Suchet, have 
induced us to make preparations for the siege of Ciudad 

^ See dispatch, to Lord Liverpool of 9th October.’ 

. f ^ See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of 23d October.’ 

J ^ See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of 6th November.’ 

§ See dispatches to Lord Liverpool of 13th, 20th, and 27th November,’ 

\\ ^ See dispatches to Lord Liverpool of 4th, 12th, 18th, and 25th December.’ 
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Rodrigo. By these measures we shall bring* Marmont back, 
and probably oblige the army of the north to re- assemble. 

^ Since Suchet has been in Valencia, the guerrillas have 
been very active and enterprising in Aragon and Navarre. 
Mina defeated a detachment of 1100 men, sent against him, 
only three of whom escaped; and besides other advantages 
of small amount, he and the Kmpecinado, and Duran, having 
joined, it is reported that they had taken the garrison of 
Daroca, consisting of 2400 men. 

' When General Blake embarked on the Otli d idy from 
the mouth of the Guadiana, lie left there (General Balles- 
teros with a division of troops, which likewise embarked, 
and went to the Sierra de Honda on the 24th of August 
He has been very successful against the French by his light 
operations in rear of the army, blockading Cadiz ; and he 
has always a secure retreat open u])on (Gibraltar j. In 
order to aid General Ballesteros, and to give additional 
security to Tarifa, Colonel Skerrett, witli about 1200 num, 
was detached thither from Cadiz on flic lOtli of October. 
By this measure the French wore obliged to retire from 
San Eoque on the night of the 21st of October, in which 
position they had kept Ballesteros blockaded under tlic 
the guns of Gibraltar ; and Ballesteros did tlicm mmh mis- 
chief in their retreat, and in a subsequent attack which he 
made upon one of their detachments at Bornos;j;. He was 
afterwards again obliged to retire in the end of November 
under protection of the guns of Gibraltar; and Colonel 
Skerrett, and the Spanish General Copons, to Tarifa. The 
object of the French on this occasion was to attack Tarifa, 
while they should keep Ballesteros blockaded §. But they 
had commenced to retire on the 12th December. 

' From this memorandum it will be seen, that if the 
Spaniards had behaved with common prudence, or if their 
conduct had been even tolerably good, tlic result of 
Massena s campaign in Portugal must have been the relief 
of the south of the Peninsula. 

" We had to contend with the cousc(}uences of the faults 

* ^ See dispatch to I^erd Xjiverpool of 4th September.* 
t * See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of ‘2’hl October.’ 

I < See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of 13th November.’ 
j ‘ See dispatch to Lord Liverpool of 23th December.* 
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of some;, the treachery of others, and the folly and vanity of 
all. But although our success has not been what it might 
and ought, we have at least lost no ground, and ^ with a 
handful of British troops fit for service, we have kept the 
enemy in check in all quarters since the month of March. 

^ Till now they have gained nothing, and have made no 
progress on any side. It is to be apprehended that they 
will succeed in Valencia; but I believe there is no man who 
knows the state of affairs in that pjrovince, and has read 
Suchefs account of his action with Blake on the 25th of 
October, who does not believe that, if Blake had not fought 
that action, Valencia would have been safe. Are the 
English Ministers and Generals responsible for the blun- 
ders of Blake ? 

" Wellington.’ 


To Lieut, General Graham, 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 25tl\ December, 1811, 10 a.m. 

I enclose some letters received this morning from my 
brother and General Cooke. 

‘ There are obviously some dispatches missing, as both 
my brother and General Cooke advert to circumstances of 
which I have no knowledge ; and from the want of the other 
dispatches, which are doubtless gone by Lisbon, I do not 
understand parts of these. 

' I have nothing new on this side. All accounts confirm 
the march of the French from Plascncia towards Navalmoral 
on the 21st. It is believed that they have been obliged to 
retire, having eaten up the country. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut, General Graham. « Wellington. 

‘ P. S. It appears by accounts from Madrid, which Ge- 
neral Castanos showed me, that Foy had returned to Toledo. 
I cannot comprehend tliese marches and countermarches. It 
can scarcely be that Suchet was so roughly handled in the 
afiair stated to have taken place bn the 2d, as to have been 
obliged to retire; and that Marmont concentrates towards 
Madrid in case Blake should be tempted to move up from 
Valencia. 
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‘ There were preparations on the IQth for the King’s 
movement from Madrid ; and you -will observe that this date 
does not disagree with that of the arrival of the courier, and 
the consequent preparations at Plasencia, mentioned by my 
Portuguese correspondent. ‘ W .’ 

To Lieut, General Graham, 

‘ My dear Sir^ ‘Freneda, 26tli Dccenil)er, 1811^ 9 a. m. 

" I enclose the letters and dispatches from my brother of 
the 13th, from the perusal of which you will be better able 
to understand those which he sent me on the 19th. 

^ I likewise enclose General Cooke’s letters to the 13th. 

"General Castahos told me yesterday that he had heard 
that the army of Portugal were to be assembled about 
Toledo. I imagine that this is only a report from the 
Alcaldes. 

" I write to Major Dickson at Almeida with this, to 
request he will let you know whether it is necessary that the 
mules should return to Villa da Ponte ; and I shall be very 
much obliged to you if you will have them sent for another 
load; if Major Dickson should report it to be necessary. 

" Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut, General Graham' ‘ WellikGTON. 


MEMORAMDUM 

For Mr, Bisseit, Lieut, Colonel Fletcher ^ and Major Dickson, 

‘ Freneda, 1st January, 1812. 

" 1. The cars sent by General Alava, now employed in 
collecting at Las Agallas the fascines, gabions, and pickets, 
made by the Light and 3d divisions, and all the cars at the 
cantonments occupied by the Light division and Major 
General Colville’s brigade in the 3d division, to rendezvous 
at Las Agallas on the 5th, to be loaded with gabions and 
fascines and pickets on the same day, and to move on the 
following morning to Ciudad Kodrigo. 

" 2. Lieut. Colonel Fletcher will charge the Officer of 
engineers at Las Agallas with the management of this 
concern. 

"3. The ninety cars unemployed and in readiness (see 
separate memorandum), and the sixty six, expected to arrive 



522 


PORTUGAL. 


1812. 


this day, are to be sent on the 2d to Almeida ; fifty of them 
are to be loaded with the small stores required by Major 
Dickson, 106 must be loaded with what is required by 
Colonel Fletcher, and to move on the 3d to Gallegos. 

^ 4. All the carts in the cantonments occupied by the 3d 
division, except Major General Colville’s brigade, by the 
4th division, including those sent by General Alava and 
General Pack’s brigade, by Major General Stopford’s brigade, 
and the forty carts expected from Don Julian, are to rendez- 
vous at Gallegos on the 5th, on which day they are to be 
loaded with fascines and gabions. 

^ 5. The sixteen cars at Salices are to be loaded with 
fascines and gabions on the 5th. 

^ 6. The fifty carts which will have brought the small 
stores of the artillery to Gallegos (see separate memo- 
randum) on the 3d, are to be unloaded the same day, and to 
be loaded at Gallegos with fascines and gabions. 

" 7. The carts mentioned in the 3d, 4th, 5th, and 6th 
articles, are to move to Ciudad Eodrigo, loaded with 
engineers’ stores and materials, on the 6th. 

" 8. The mules (fifty) in the engineers’ department to be 
sent on the 2d to Almeida, to be loaded with engineers’ 
tools, and to proceed on the 3d to Gallegos, on the 4th to 
return to Almeida for the remainder of the tools, on the 5th 
to Gallegos, and on the 6th to Ciudad Eodrigo, 

‘9. 53 mules with the 1st division. 


48 „ 

„ 3d 

51 „ 

„ 4th 

68 „ 

„ 7th 

102 „ 

„ Light 


to proceed to Almeida on the 3d, and to be loaded with 
powder and shot in their proper proportions, and to proceed 
on the 4th to Gallegos. 

' 10. The gun bullocks now grazing at and in the neigh- 
borhood of Celorico to go to Almeida as soon as possible, to 
draw the guns from Almeida to Gallegos on the , and 
from Gallegos to Ciudad Rodrigo on the 

"11. In proportion as the mules belonging to the reserve 
animunition of the 5th and 6th divisions and cavalry shall 
arrive at Almeida with powder and shot from Villa da 
Ponte, they are to be loaded with powder and shot in their 
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due proportions, and sent on the first day to Gallegos, and 
on the 2d. to Ciudad Rodrigo. 

"12. The carts now employed with Major Sturgeon, and 
the new carts, are to be sent to Almeida as soon as he shall 
have done with them, to be loaded with powder and shot in 
their due proportions, and to carry those articles to Gallegos, 
there lay them down, return the following day to Almeida, 
and the following day bring fresh loads to Gallegos. 

^ 13. The mules mentioned in the 9th and 11th articles 
will be employed to carry this powder and shot forward IVoin 
Gallegos to Ciudad Rodrigo. 

" 14. The carts mentioned in the 1st, 3d, 4th, 5th, and 
6th articles, are to return to Gallegos and Las Agallas on 
the day after they shall have quitted those places, to be re- 
loaded with fascines, gabions, &c., and to proceed on the 
following day to Ciudad Rodrigo. 

" N. B, It is desirable that the mules mentioned in the 
9th articles should lodge the ammunition (small-arm) at the 
following places on their way to Almeida. 

" Tliat of the 1st division, Alameda. 

3d and 4th ditto, Gallegos. 

7th ditto, Sabugal. 

Light ditto, Guinaldo. 

* WKLijNcrroN.’ 


MEMORANDUM 

For Mr. Bissett, Lieut. Colonel Fletcher ^ mid Major Dichon. 

‘ Freueda, 1st January, 181‘2. 

" Ninety cars are now at Frcneda, and sixty six cx]KJctcd 
from Brigadier Alava, to be sent on the 2d to Almeida to 
be loaded; 106 with engineers’ stores and fifty with small 
stores of the artillery, to carry these avtiedes on tlu^. 3d to 
Gallegos, return on the 4th to Almeida and load with 
powder and shot; return on the 5th to (hillegos and lay 
down the powder and shot, and to be re-loadcd with 
engineers’ stores, to proceed to Ciudad Rodrigo on the 6th. 


WKimiNOTON.’ 
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To the Right Hon, the Secretary at War, 

^ My Lord, * Freneda, 1st January, 1812 . 

^ I have the honor to enclose a list of medicines and 
materials required for the service of the army in this 
country ; and I will thank your Lordship to give directions 
that this requisition may be immediately attended to. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Right Hon, " WELLINGTON. 

the Secretary at War: 

To the Earl of Liverpool^ Secretary of State, 

^ My Lord, * Freneda, 1st January, 1812. 

^ The division of the army of Portugal, cantoned about 
the sources of the Tormes, broke up with precipitation on 
the 26th December, and marched in the direction of Avila; 
and it is reported that the division cantoned at Avila were 
making preparations to march likewise; but they had not 
marched on the 29th. I have not yet heard that the army 
of Portugal have passed Talavera. They have their posts 
still at Navalmoral. 

^ I have received reports that the cavalry of the guard had 
returned to France, and that the infantry of the guard had 
likewise moved from Valladolid in a northerly direction. I 
conclude that all these movements have for their object to 
support Suchet’s operations in Valencia; or even to co- 
operate with him, by keeping in check the guerrillas from 
whom he has received so much injury. 

‘ I propose therefore to make an attack upon Ciudad 
Kodrigo, in which, if I should not succeed, I shall at least 
bring back some of the troops of the armies of the north and 
of Portugal ; and shall so far relieve the guerrillas and the 
Spanish armies in Valencia. 

^ I have had no accounts ujjon which I can rely, of the 
state of affairs at Valencia, since the 20th of November. 
But I hear from Madrid that Suchet was still before the 
place on the 10th of last month. 

" Lieut. General Hill moved on the 24th and 25th of De- 
cember, but I have not yet heard of his arrival at Merida. 

‘ Since I addressed your Lordship on the 25th December, 
I have received the dispatches from Cadiz which had not 
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then reached me. It appears that Colonel Skerrett had, at 
the requisition of General Ballesteros, embarked at Algeziras 
on the 29th November, and had gone to Gibraltar to aid 
General Ballesteros in an attack upon the enemy. 

^ He had however returned to Tarifa on the 2d December, 
having learned from an intercepted letter that the enemy’s 
object was certainly to endeavor to obtain possession of that 
post. They had made no attack upon it on the 13th De- 
cember ; and General Castanos, who had letters from Cadiz 
of the 20th, informs me that General Ballesteros was at Los 
Barrios, according to the last account. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Earl of LiverpooV ^ Wellington. 

To Major General Peacoche, 

^ Sir, ‘Freneda, 2d January, 1812. 

" Mr. Stuart has communicated to me your letter to him, 
of the 28th December last, upon which I think it proper to 
give you some instructions. 

^ As the Officer commanding His Majesty’s troops at 
Lisbon, you ought to have no official communication with 
any person, excepting myself, and the Lieutenant General 
commanding the Portuguese troops in the province of 
Estremadura, under whose command you must necessarily 
be, and vdth whom you were directed to communicate by my 
letter of the 23d June, 1809. 

" Even the Commanding Officer of His Majesty’s troops 
in this country is ordered to have no communication with 
the servants of the Portuguese or Spanish Governments, 
excepting through His Majesty’s Minister, at their Courts 
respectively ; and I have been most cautious in abstaining 
fi-om any communication with the Portuguese Government 
on any concern of the British army, excepting through Mr. 
Villiers -or Mr. Stuart. 

^ According to the rules for the conduct of the military 
service, all your communications with Mr. Stuart or the 
Admiral, or any other independent British authority, should 
be ctoied on through me ; but these authorities, as well as 
I, have thought it most convenient for the King’s service, 
that you should communicate directly with them respectively ; 
and it is desirable that this practice should continue. 
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^ But I am particularly anxious that the King’s commands 
in regard to all communications with the servants of the 
Portuguese and Spanish Governments should be strictly 
adhered to ; and that you should have no communication, 
upon a public subject, with any servant of the Portuguese 
Government (excepting the Lieutenant General commanding 
in the province of Estremadura) unless through His Majesty’s 
Minister at Lisbon. 

^ In regard to the Spanish Minister at Lisbon, you have 
nothing to say to him, nor he to you, on any public subject. 
If you conceive that you have any reason to complain of any 
Spanish Officer or soldier at Lisbon, you will make your 
complaint known to the Lieutenant General of the province ; 
if of any other individual of the Spanish nation, you will state 
the case to His Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, who will make 
such representations on the subject as he may think proper 
to the Portuguese Government. 

^ I write to the Portuguese Government in regard to the 
Spanish troops casually at Lisbon being considered inde- 
pendent of the Lieutenant General commanding in the 
province of Estremadura. 

^ I have sent to General Castahos regarding the order to 
the Spanish Officer commanding the Spanish detachments at 
that place, to have his troops x^araded in order that the sol- 
dier may be pitched upon who committed the outrage on the 
Serjeant of the Chasseurs Britanniques, and I have been 
assured that it w^as sent, and that it will be repeated. 

" I will however let you know when I shall hear that the 
Government have settled that all the Spanish detachments 
at Lisbon are placed, as they ought to be, under the general 
superintendence of the Lieutenant General commanding in 
the province of Estremadura. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

^ Major General Peacocke’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


To His Excellency Charles Stuart, 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 2dJanuaiy, 1812. 

" I have received your letter of the 28th December. I 
think the proclamation drawn by Dr. Nogueira will answer ; 
and it ought to be completed at an early period. 
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I clearly understand Dr. Nogueira’s plan otl tlie paper 
money ; and it is evident that the paper money must be 
stamped whenever it comes into the possession of the Go- 
vernment; that a year’s interest must be paid at a time; 
and that the paper must have been a year out of the hands 
of the Government before any interest is due upon it. 

^ This is the constitution of paper money ; and the holders 
of these securities have no right to expect that the Govern- 
ment will alter this constitution for their benefit. 

^ The question remaining to be discussed is, from what 
time the Portuguese Government will resume the practice 
directed by the Alvara of tlie 23d July, 1797 ? 

The first point for information is, whether the Govern- 
ment have continued to stamp the paper in proportion as it 
has passed through their hands, since they have discontinued 
the payment of the interest. If they have, there will be no 
difficulty in commencing now to pay the interest on all the 
paper money now in circulation, excepting the want of mo- 
ney in the hands of the Junta de Juros. If they have not 
been in the habit of stamping the paper money, and it is 
now to go through the progress of being stamped, it is ob- 
vious that, under the law, the measure of paying the 
interest, from which measure alone I expect that any advan- 
tage will be derived, must be delayed for twelve months ! 

‘ I rather believe, however, that they have been in the 
habit of stamping the paper on every occasion on which it 
has passed through the hands of the officers of the Govern- 
ment ; and if this be true, I earnestly urge them to begin 
paying the interest due upon the paper from the beginning 
of this month. If they adopt that measure, I shall order 
that ail the interest due upon the paper, in the hands of the 
commissariat, shall be remitted, or in other words, that our 
paper shall go to the Treasury to be stamped. 

" I do not see any reason, however, why all the paper 
which may, at any time hereafter, come into our hands, 
should of course go to the Treasury to be stamped ; and I 
shall not consent to that part of the arrangement. 

" In urging the Government to commence paying the 
interest in the beginning of this month, I shall appear un- 
reasonably tenacious of my own opinion against the clear 
statements and reasoning of Dr. Nogueira’s paper. 
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^ But I am of opinion, that when a Government propose 
to act on the principle of good faith towards their creditors, 
and see the necessity of taldng measures to support the cre- 
dit of their paper currency, they should lose no time about 
it : they should carry into execution without delay the prin- 
ciple, whatever it is, on which they propose to act. 

' I am clearly of opinion that a country, in the situation 
in which Portugal is, should consider the maintenance of her 
military establishments, and the defence of the country, the 
first objects, because upon these depend not onl}?’ the credit 
of the Govemment, but the existence of the inhabitants. 
But after a sufficient I'evenue has been raised to defray the 
expense of the military establishments, then the pecuniary 
credit of the Government becomes an object of anxiety. 
The measures to find funds to support that credit then talce 
their natural station in the order of the duties of the go- 
vernment of the Kingdom ; and when once it is determined 
to pay the interest of the debts of the state, and on the 
' paper money in circulation, the funds to pay that interest 
must be first provided for. 

^ I contend for it therefore, that if the Junta de Juros 
have not funds sufficient to defray the interest due, some of 
the civil establishments should he put down in order to sup- 
ply the Junta with funds sufficient, after it has been deter- 
mined that it is expedient to pay the interest, of which no 
man entertains a doubt. 

I have already informed the Government how important 
it is to the financial concerns of this army, and to enable the 
British Government to pay the subsidy, that the Governors 
of the Kingdom should come to a right decision upon this 
subject ; and I have only to add, that if this decision does 
not raise the credit of the paper money, I must prevent the 
commissariat from receiving those securities in payment for 
the purchase of bills upon England. 

" In regard to the estimates for the army for the month of 
January, I refer you to a letter which I wrote on the 31st of 
December, to Sir W. Beresford. I am aware that an esti- 
mate is not an account ; but the only way to put a stop to 
extravagance and waste, is to look close into the estimate of 
any expense, and to endeavor to bring it as near as possible 
to the real expense. 
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! am glad to find that you reckon upon your GOO contos 
only for the expenses of January. 

‘'Believe me, &c. 

*His Excellency ■ ^ Wellington. 

Chmies Stuart' 

To Major Dickson^ R.A. 

My dear Sir, ^ Froueda, 3d Jamiary, 1812 , 3 p.m. 

" General Alava has just informed me that forty-nve carls 
have arrived here, of which we had hefore no intelligen<‘e. 1 
have desired that they may go to Almeida to-morrow, lo he 
employed next day in the manner pointed out in the so])a“ 
rate memorandum of the 1st, for the cars on the Ith, 5th, 
and Gth instant. 

Believe me, &c. 

‘ Majm' Didison, R. A: ‘ Wj'M.ijngton. 

To J. Bissett, Esq,^ Comniismnj GeuvraL 

My dear Sir, ‘ Frcuoda, 3(1 January, KSie, 3 p.m. 

^ General Alava lias just informed me that forty-five carts 
have arrived here, of which we had before no intelligence. 1 
have desired that they may go to Almeida to-morrow, to b(J 
employed next day in the manner pointed out in the 
rate memorandum of the 1st instant, for tlic cars on the 4th, 
5th, and Gth instant. 

^ General Pack has been witli me tliis day, and tells me, 
that unless we can assist him either with money or jirovi- 
sioiis, he must go to the rear. Could you let him liavc as 
much as 3000 dollars, which I should take care should be 
r^ijiaid here by the Portuguese Government? 

" You arc aware that we feed a Spanish battalion ol‘ 800 
men in the province of Tras os Montes. C'oiild we without 
inconvenience feed another battalion in the same provinces? 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* J. Bissett, Esq., ‘ W ELLINGTON. 

Commissary General' 

To the Right Hon, Henry Wellesley, 

^ My dear Henry, ‘ Froueda, 3d January, 1812. 

I enclose my last dispatch. I propose to invest Ciudad 
Eodrigo on the Cth> and to break ground, if possible, on 

VOL. VIIL 2 M 
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that night. The weather is however now very bad; the 
whole country being covered with snow. Hill was very near 
surprising Dombrowski at Merida on the 30th. 

^ Since I wrote to you last I find that La Pena’s brother 
did not bring a letter from the Spanish Government for 
King Joseph, but a verbal communication to the purport I 
mentioned. He has, however, been afraid to go and deliver 
the message ; but I do not know for what reason he was not 
made to write it down, as Castanos intended he should, 
and then send it by another hand. 

" Ever yours most affectionately, 

‘ The Right Hon, H Wellesley ^ ‘ Wellington. 

To Captain General Don F, X, Castafios. 

^ Sir, ‘ Freneda, 4th January, 1812. 

^ I have perused the letter from Don Carlos de Espana, 
which your Excellency put into my hand yesterday, in regard 
to the distresses of the troops under his command ; and I 
am much concerned that they are of a nature to induce that 
Officer to desire to relinquish his situation, more particularly 
as it is entirely out of my power to adopt any of the mea- 
sures which he proposes for their relief. 

^ Don Carlos de Espana must have known that I had not 
the command of money in sufficient sums even for the wants 
of the troops under my command; he must have known 
that I have been obliged to send three divisions, and almost 
all the cavalry of this army to the rear, because I am unable 
at present to feed them in front. And I am astonished, 
that on the eve of a great operation, which will require the 
exertion of every disciplined soldier who can be brought to 
the front, he should propose that I should be called upon to 
supply money, which he knows I have not, or food, which he 
knows I cannot get, for the support of 4000 recruits. 

^ Eight hundred of tliese recruits are now in Tras os 
Montes, and are supplied by a British Commissary attached 
to them at great inconvenience and expense. I am willing 
to undertake to supply 800 more with provisions, provided 
they are sent into Tras os Montes, and provided a sufficient 
number of mules are attached to and sent with them, to 
carry the supplies which they will require from the magazine 
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at St. Joao da Pesqueira to the station which these troops 
will occnj^y in Tras os Montes. 

^ I have to inform your Excellency, that I have received 
intelligence that 4000 gx'eat coats, and other articles for 
4000 men, being part of the requisition made by Don Carlos 
de Espana for these same men, have been embarked in the 
Thames, and may be expected daily at Oporto. I conclude, 
however, that as Don Carlos proposes that these men should 
be disbanded, he will not now require these articles. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

* Captain General " WELLINGTON. 

Don F, X, Castafiosi^ 

To the Right Hon. Henry Wellesley » 

< Sir, ‘ Frencda, 4tli January, 1812. 

^ I have the honor to enclose copies of iny correspondence 
Avith Don Carlos de Espana in the month of November last ; 
also of the letters which have lately passed between me and 
General Castahos on the subject of the application of the 
Minister at War, that General Hill’s corps should make a 
forward movement, with the object of creating a diversion in 
favor of General Ballesteros. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Right Hon. H. Wellesley. ‘ WELLINGTON. 

‘ P. S. I likewise enclose the copy of a letter from Don 
Carlos de Espana, which General Castauos put into my 
hands yesterday, on the subject of the destitute state of the 
division under his command ; and the copy of my answer to 
General Castauos. ^ WJ 


MEMORANDUM. 

‘ Freneda, 4tli January, 1812. 

" 1. Eighty carts only of those which left Almeida yester- 
day, and arc now at Gallegos, to be sent back to Almeida, to 
be there loaded with articles for Colonel Fletcher, and to 
proceed to Gallegos on the (Hh. 

^ 2. Forty carts of those now at Gallegos to come to 
Frencda on the 5th, to be loaded with stores of Colonel 
Fletcher’s at Frencda, and to go to Gallegos on the 6th, 

" 3. The forty five carts which were sent to Almeida this 
morning, to be loaded with powder and shot and to go to 

2 M 2 
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Gallegos on the 5th, and there remain j the powder and shot 
being laid down at Gallegos. 

^ 4. All the carts which shall go to Gallegos, excepting 
the eighty and forty ordered away by the 1st and 2d arti- 
cles of this memorandum, to be detained there, and loaded 
with materials and stores of the engineers’ department. 

"Wellington.’ 


To Lieut, General Graham, 

* My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 5tli January, 1812, 10 a. M. 

" I enclose a letter received from Avila yesterday. Ac- 
cording to Grant’s accounts, I should imagine that there is 
still one division on the Upper Tonnes, and at Avila. 

" I enclose the intercepted letter which we have not been 
able to decipher. 

" I am very much afraid that we shall not be able to invest 
the place till the 8th; but I shall not relinquish the inten- 
tion of investing it on the 7th till I shall be certain it is 
impossible. I hope that there will be no farther disappoint- 
ments. At all events I will not move the troops, excepting 
the 3d division, till Tuesday. 

" If it should be the same thing to you, 1 would request 
you to fix your quarters at Gallegos, as I would request you 
to assist me in conducting the details of our operation, and it 
would be desirable that we should have a short communi- 
cation. 

" I will send you this day the memorandum which I propose 
to circulate to the General Officers commanding divisions. 

" I shall desire De Lancy to order the detachment of 
guards to Viseu. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Graham. ' W ELLINGTON. 

" P. S. The mail is not yet arrived, but Batavia is taken ; 
and it appears that the Russians and Turks arc about to 
make peace. " W.’ 


To His Excellency Charles Stuart, 

" My dear Sir, " Freneda, 5th January, 1812. 

" I received last night your letter of the 31st, and I en- 
tirely concur with you on the measures respecting the Alge. 
rines. 
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^ As soon as the Government shall pay the interest on 
their paper, I have in contemplation a measure to relieve us 
from the weight of circulating it. I doubt, however, whe- 
ther it will relieve us from the loss on the exchange on our 
bills on England. Our money here would still cost us from 
15 to 20 per cent. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ^ W ELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart,^ 


To Lieut, General Graham, 

^ My dear Sir, ‘Freneda, 6tli January, 1812, 10 A.M. 

* I enclose a letter from Salamanca, and one from my 
brother., 

‘ I have not got the details of the state of affairs at Tarifa, 
or any letter from General Cooke ; but I sec by the papers 
enclosed in my brother’s letter that the French still perse- 
vere in their plans in that quarter. 

‘ I have a letter from General Hill of the 2d, from Al- 
incndralcjo. Di'ouct had retired from thence, and Hill had 
taken at that place and Merida about GOO fanegas of wlmat. 
He intended to return to Merida on the 3d or 4th. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut, General Graham. ' Wellington. 

‘ P. S, The last of the engineers’ stores left Almeida this 
morning, but it is impossible to say how hir they will go this 
afternoon. If they reach Gallegos we may invest the place 
to-morrow. If they do not, it would bo advantageous to 
defer the operation till the 8th. 

‘ I am going to Gallegos this day. 

‘ Since writing the above, I find that it will be impossible 
to invest the place till the 8th. ‘ W.’ 

To Lieut, Geiw'al Hill. 

* My dear Hill, ‘Gallegos, Gth January, 1812. 

‘ I have received your letters of the 30th December and 
2d January, and I have omitted to answer the first, till I 
could inform you of the state of affairs at Tarifa. 

‘ I heard from my brother yesterday to the 24th December, 
and it appears by letters from Puerto Real, and Puerto 
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Maria^ of the 19th, that the enemy still persevered in their 
attack on Tarifa. I think it probable, however, that Drouefs 
retreat, combined with the bad weather, will have induced 
them to abandon that object for the present ; it is, however, 
desirable that yon should continue to keep up the alarm 
which you have occasioned, till you shall hear that they have 
abandoned their projects on Tarifa. 

' It appears to me that you have nothing to apprehend 
at present from the army of Portugal. It is very desirable 
that you should endeavor to discover the state of the ene- 
my’s works, and their force, at the Puente de Almaraz ; it 
would aid all my plans very much, if we could destroy their 
bridge and works at that point. You will recollect that the 
top of the Sierra de Mirabete, where there is a tower, com- 
mands the ground the whole way down to the river. 

^ I am about to attack Ciudad Rodrigo, in which enter- 
prise I shall succeed, or I shall bring back towards this fron- 
tier the whole army which had marched towards Valencia and 
Aragon. By these means I hope to save Valencia, even if I 
should not succeed in getting this place ; if I should get this 
place, we shall, I hope, make a fine campaign in the spring. 

Believe me, &c. 

^ Lieut, General Kill, < WELLINGTON, 

^ P. S. Since writing the above, I have received a letter 
from^General Cooke, from which it appears that about the 
20th the enemy were before Tarifa, but they had not brought 
up their heavy artillery. ^ W.’ 


To Dr. Frank. 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Gallegos, 7th January, 1812. 

^ I am very much obliged to you for your account of my 
little boy, and for your kindness in going to see him. I trust 
that your own health is re-established. 

" You will be glad to hear that the health of the troops is 
much improved, though not yet what I could wish it to be. 
We lost a great many men upon the change from warm to 
cold weather ; but the whole of our casualties in this year, 
including some bloody affairs, amounts only to 6000 men. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

" Wellington, 


* Dr, Frank. ^ 
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To Major General Cooke. 

^ Sir, "Gallegos, 7th January, 1812. 

I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 24th 
December, on the subject of the want of guns and of shot at 
Cadiz. 

" These frequently occuri'ing demands upon the finances of 
Great Britain deserve serious attention, particularly as they 
must be defrayed from the funds applicable to maintain this 
army. It would be much better for Great Britain at once to 
give a subsidy to the Spanish Government, providing for all 
their wants, than thus to take upon ourselves the maintenance 
of small establishments, which in the aggregate cost more 
than any subsidy could amount to, while the obligation to 
Great Britain is not felt. 

"" I beg that the Commanding Officer of the artillery and 
engineers at Cadiz will make an estimate of what iron guns 
are requii'ed to arm the lines at the Lsla, See., specifying what 
the arsenals at Cadiz can and will afford ; and you will be so 
kind as to make a request to the Secretary of State to send 
to Cadiz the overplus. 

‘ I likewise beg that the Commanding Officer of the artillery 
will estimate what quantity of shot and shells tlic different 
guns will require, specifying what the arsenals at Cadiz and 
the Isla can and will supply. 

I likewise beg that an estimate may be formed oi the 
expense to be incurred in the maintenance of the artificers 
proposed to be maintained at the foundry on the Isla ; and 
a calculation made of the expense of manufacturing a certain 
weight of shot and shells at this foundry. ' 

" I beg you to send these estimates and calculations to the 
Secretary of State, in order that his Lordship may decide 
whether it is better to continue to support this csiablishmcnl- 
or to export shot and shells from England. 

" I have the honor to l)o, &c. 

" Major General Cooke" ^ Wellington. 

To the Bari of Liverpooly Secretarj/ of State. 

^'My Lord, * Gallogoa, 7th January, 1813. 

" I have the honor to enclose the coi)y of an answer which 
I have written to a letter from Major General Cooke of the 
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24th December, of which he will have forwarded a copy to 
your Lordship, on the want of guns, shot, and shells, for the 
works at Cadiz and the Isla. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Livei'pool" ^ WELLINGTON. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State, 

‘ Mr DEAR Lord, ‘ Gallegos, 7th January, 1812. 

‘ The contents of my last letters will have inclined you to 
expect that by this time I should have invested Ciudad 
Eodrigo. I thought that I should, after a fair calculation of 
the \vork to be done preparatory to that operation, and of the 
means at my disposal to perform it ; but after every allowance 
is made, we must expect disappointments wdicre we have to 
deal with Portuguese and Spanish carters and muleteers, and 
therefore I cannot invest the place till to-morrow. 

^ What do you think of empty carts taking two days to go 
ton miles on a good road ? After all I am obliged to appear 
satisfied, or they would all desert 1 

^ I shall not write my Aveckly report till I shall return from 
investing the place to-morrow. 

‘ At this season of the year, and depending upon Portuguese 
and Spaniards for means of having what is required, I can 
scarcely venture to calculate the time which this operation will 
take, but I should think not less than twenty four or twenty 
five days. If Ave do not succeed, we shall at least bring back 
upon ourselves all the force which has marched away; and I 
hope wm may save Valencia, or at all events afford more time 
to the Asturians, Galicians, &c. If we do succeed, we shall 
make a fine campaign in the spring. 

" According to your Lordship’s desire I will endeavor to 
have a communication with General Lacy in Catalonia. I 
have not a sufficient knowledge of affairs on the eastern coast 
to be able to decide whether it would be practicable to employ 
a detachment in that quarter with advantage, on the principles 
of my dispatch to General Cooke, a copy of which I enclosed 
to 3 mur Lordship. 

I have frequently turned over in my mind the practica- 
bility of making an attack (combined land and sea) upon 
Barcelona, but I understand the place is one of the first 
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order. It is sufficiently garrisoned^ and an attack would 
require a very large and efficient force, and much time would 
necessarily elapse in the operations. In this time the 
French Government w^ould have it in their power to send, 
even from France, an army for its relief. 

Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ WELLINGTON. 

To Major Dickson^ i?. A. 

^ My deak Sir, ‘ Gallegos, 8tli January, 1812, 7 a.m. 

" I think you had better leave the reserve ammunition of 
the 1st division at Pinhel. 

" Have you heard any thing of 100 carts purchased by 
Mr. Boyes, drawn by the public bullocks ? They were to be 
loaded with shot at Villa da Ponte, and to come on from 
thence. 

' The sixl}^ you mention had better return to Villa da 
Ponte for fresh loads as soon as they can. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Major Dickson, JR, A. ^ WELLINGTON. 

^ P. S. I hear that some of your guns are moving. 

^ W.’ 


lnstructio7is to General Officers commanding Divisions ojnployed 
in the Siege of Ciudad Rodrigo, 

‘ Gallegos, 8th January, 1812. 

" The Commander of the Forces proposes to attack 
Ciudad Eodrigo, and in order that the troops may suffer 
little as possible from cxposui'e to the weather, he intends 
that the operations shall be carried on by each of the 
divisions of the army employed, alternately, for twenty four 
hours. 

Brig. General Pack’s brigade, with the exception of 
the 4th caqadores, will do duty with the Light division. 

' The 4th ca9adores will do duty with the 1st division. 

^ When a division is ordered for the duty of the siege, each 
of the battalions belonging to it is to march from its canton- 
ments before daylight in the morning. The troops from the 
several cantonments of the division separately, by the 
shortest and most convenient route, which the General 
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Officers commanding divisions are requested to ascertain. 
The troops will be able to cross at the fords above La 
Caridad, and all the fords below the ford of Los Carboneros 
inclusive. The troops are to have with them a day’s provi- 
sions coohed, and they are to be followed by two days 
spirits, and no other baggage. 

^ A sufficient number of men to cook the provisions for the 
day the division is relieved are to be left in the cantonments. 

" As soon as the first battalion of the relieving division 
shall arrive on the ground, the General Officer commanding 
the division which has performed the duty for the preceding 
twenty four hours, will commence the relief, by sending off 
to their cantonments a proportionate number of troops, those 
of course first which have the greatest distance to go to their 
cantonments, and the relief will proceed in proportion as the 
troops shall arrive. 

^ The chief Engineer will require daily from each division, 
20 miners, 

30 artificers, or persons accustomed to work, 
with a proportion of non-convnissioned officers. 

^ These men will be fixed upon before the troops march 
from their cantonments, and are to be placed under his 
directions (with a list of their names and the regiments to 
which they belong) on the arrival of the troops on the 
ground. 

" Each regiment is to take along with it the intrenching 
tools belonging to it. 

^ There will be orders daily respecting the working parties, 
covering parties, guards, &c. 

^ The musket and. rifle ammunition attached to the Light 
division is to be taken to the ground the first day, and 
remain there. The 9 pounders attached to the 4th division 
mil likewise be taken to the ground on the first day, and 
remain there. The artillerymen are to be relieved daily, by 
those belonging to the brigades and troops attached to the 
1st, 4th, and Light divisions. 

" The Engineers will order to the ground a sufficiency of 
cutting tools, to enable those men not immediately on duty 
to supply themselves with firewood. These tools to be 
handed over from the relieved to the relieving division. 

' Each division to be attended by the medical staff be- 
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longing to it. A place will be fixed upon to which men who 
may be wounded are to be carried to be dressed, and means 
will be provided for removing them from thence to their 
cantonments. 

‘ To the General Officers com- • Wellington. 

manding Divisions in the 
Siege of Ciudad Rodrigo^ 

To Major Dickson^ R. A, 

My dear Sir, ‘ Gallegos, 9tli January, 1812, 5 i>. m. 

" You will have heard that we carried the redoubt on the 
hill of San Francisco last night ; and we have opened our 
parallel within 600 yards of the place. Colonel Fletcher 
expects to be ready for the guns possibly by the 11th, at 
night, or 12th in the morning, as he intends to begin his 
batteries this night. 

" I think it probable that the gun bullocks will have arrived 
this day. If they should, I beg you to make an cirort lo get 
the guns here in one day. They will certainly require a day 
to go from hence to the ground of the siege. 

" Believe me, &c. 

^ Major Dickson, R, ' Wellington. 


To Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ StR, ^ ‘ Gallegos, 9th January, 1812. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your letters of the 
6th instant, and 1 beg leave to congratulate you upon tlui 
success of the detachment under Lieut. Colonel the lion. 
A. Abercromby. „ 

‘ As your advance to Merida must by this time have had 
all the effect expected from it, and as 1 observe tliat Cencrul 
Drouet has retired upon Llcrcna, I request you to move 
your corps back to the frontiers of Portugal, and ])lace it 
with its right at Portalegre, its centre and your head 
quarters at Niza, and two brigades of infantry at ( -astello 
Branco. 

‘ My reason for wishing you to take this position is, that I 
think it probable that when the enemy shall find tliat 1 have 
attacked Ciudad Itodrigo, they will endeavor to divert my 
attention from that operation by movements, by the valley 
of the Alagon, towards the frontier of Lower Boira. 
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The efiect of these movements would be entirely frus- 
trated by your being in the position pointed out, as you 
will be able to cross the Tagus, at least as fast as the enemy 
can advance, by the vale of Plasencia. 

^ It is very desirable to destroy the enemy’s works at 
Merida; and I recommend to you to destroy them if you 
should find that you can do so without inconvenience. As 
you will probably move by cantonments, those troops which 
will leave Merida the last might be employed to perform 
this service. 

I am desirous, however, that no time should be unneces- 
sarily lost in marching the troops to the position I have 
above pointed out. 

‘ I invested Ciudad Rodrigo yesterday, and broke ground 
before the place last night. 

^ I enclose the extract of a letter to the Secretary of State, 
giving an account of a very handsome operation performed 
by a detachment of the Light division, commanded by Lieut. 
Colonel Colborne. ' 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General HiW ^ WELLINGTON, 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

^ My Lord, * Gallegos, 9tli January, 1812. 

" According to the intention which I informed your Lord- 
ship that I entertained, I invested Ciudad Rodrigo yesterday. 

‘ Since the enemy have had possession of the place, they 
have constructed a palisaded redoubt on the hill of San 
Francisco, and have fortified three convents in the subui'bs, 
the defences of which are connected with the work on the 
hill of San Francisco, and with the old line by which the 
suburb was surrounded. By these means the enemy have 
increased the dijBEiculty of approaching the place ; and it was 
necessary to obtain possession of the work on the hill of San 
Francisco before we could make any progress in the attack. 
Accordingly, Major General Craufurd directed a detach- 
ment of the Light division, under the command of Lieut. 
Colonel Colborne of the 52d, to attack the work, shortly 
after it was dark. The attack was very ably conducted by 
Lieut. Colonel Colborne, and the work was taken by storm 
in a short time. Two Captains and forty seven men were 
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made prisoners, the remainder of the gamson being put to 
the sword in the storm. We took three pieces of cannon. 

^ I cannot sufficiently applaud the conduct of Lieut. Colonel 
Colborne, and of the detachment under his command, upon 
this occasion. I am happy to add that our loss in this affair 
has not been severe : six men having been killed ; Captain 
Mein of the 52d, Lieut. Hawkesly, 95th, and Lieut. 
Woodgate, 52d, and fourteen men, having been Avounded. 

^ The success of this operation enabled us immediately to 
break ground within GOO yards of the place, notwithstanding 
that the enemy still hold the fortified convents ; and the 
enemy’s work has been turned into a part of our first 
parallel, and a good communication made with it. 

^ It is impossible for me to conjecture the length of time 
which will be required to bring the siege of Ciudad llodrigo 
to a successful conclusion. Our means of transporting our 
stores and materials dcj)end upon the Portuguese and 
Spanish carters and muleteers, and the movements of this 
description of persons arc very uncertain. The Aveathm-, 
also, which may be expected at this season of the year, may 
interrupt or retard our progress ; and the enemy may have 
time to bring back to tliis part of the country the troops 
Avhich had been removed from hence in order to aid the 
operations of Marshal Suchet in Valencia, and I may be 
obliged to raise the siege. If this clfcct alone should be 
produced, we shall have rendered a great service to the 
Spaniards. 

^ I think it probable that Marmont will ret urn imin ediately , 
as I understand that great doubts were entertained by the 
Ministers and Generals at Madrid of the expediency of liis 
movements to the eastward, in consequence of intelligence 
which had been received that I had constructed a bridge on 
the Agueda ; and that in the end of last month he had not 
left Madrid. 

^ I have arranged our operation in such a manner as that, 

I hope, the troops will not suffer Irom the inclemency of the 
weather. 

" Lieut. General Hill arrived at Merida on the 30th De- 
cember. He had hoped to surprise General Dombrowski 
(who I had been led to imagine was killed in General Hill’s 
last affair with the enemy) in that town ; but his advanced 
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guard was discovered on the 29th by a patrole from a small 
detachment of the enemy which happened to be at La Nava, 
which effected its retreat to Merida, notwithstanding the 
efforts of a detachment of Lieut. General Hill’s cavalry to 
prevent it. 

" General Dombrowski retired from Merida in the night, 
leaving a magazine of bread and 160,000 lbs. of wheat in 
the town, and several unfinished works which the enemy 
had been constructing. 

^ On the 1st, General Hill moved forward with the inten- 
tion of attacking General Drouet, who commands the 5th 
corps, at Almendralejo. This General, however, retired 
upon Zafra, leaving a magazine in the town, containing 
450,000 lbs. of wheat and some barley. On the 3d, Lieut. 
General Hill sent a detachment, consisting of the 28th 
regiment, and two squadrons of the 2d hussars, and one 
squadron of the 10th Portuguese cavalry, to Fuente del 
Maestre, under the command of Lieut. Colonel the Hon. A. 
Abercromby. Our cavalry defeated a body of the enemy’s 
cavalry which was there, having taken two Officers and 
thirty men prisoners. 

‘ Lieut. General Hill having found that General Drouet 
had retreated upon Llerena, and that it would be impossible 
for him to follow to a greater distance, returned to Merida 
on the 5th, in order to place his troops in better cantonments 
during the bad weather. I have the honor to enclose letters 
from Lieut. General Hill of the 30th December, 2d and 6th 
January, giving an account of his operations, returns of 
killed and wounded, &c.* 


♦ Lieut, General JR. JHill to General Viscount Wellington, K,B, 

^ My Lord, Merida, SOtli December, 1811. 

^ In pursuance of your Lordsbip’s instructions, I put the troops under my 
orders in inarch from their several cantonments, and entered this province on 
the 27th instant, by Alburquerque, Villa de Rey, and San Vicente; and by the 
intelligence which I received from various quarters, I was led to entertain the 
most sanguine hopes that I should have been able to surprise the enemy 
stationed in this town. I was, however, disappointed in my expectations, by 
finding in La Nava, on our approach to that village yesterday, with the column 
from Alburquerque, a party of the enemy, consisting of about 800 voltigeurs 
and a few hussars, being part of a detachment which had arrived there the 
night preceding, apparently on a plundering excursion, the remainder whereof 
has proceeded to Cordevillas, another village about two leagues distant. 
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‘ By accounts which I have from Cadiz to the 27th of De- 
cember, I learn that the enemy invested Tarifa with a force 

^ A patrole from La Nava fell in with the head of our column, and gave the 
alarm to the detachment, which immediately commenced its retreat towards 
Merida, followed by the cavalry of my advanced guard, consisting of between 
300 and 400 of the 13th light dragoons and 2d hussars. 

‘ As I considered the intercei)ting of the entire of this party to he of the greatest 
importance to our ulterior operations, I directed the cavalry above mentioned to 
make every effort to effect it, or at least to check its march until the arrival of 
some infantry. 

‘ The intrepid and admirable manner, however, in which the enemy retired, his 
infantry formed in scpiare, and favored as he was by the nature of the country, 
of which he knew how to take the fullest advantage, prevented the cavalry alone 
from effectihg anything against him; and after following him for upwards of a 
league, and making an ineffectual attempt to break him, 1 judged it advisable to 
give over the pursuit, and he effected his escape with the loss of about twenty 
killed, and as many wounded, from four 9 pounders, which, by the great exertions 
of Major Hawker, and his Officers and men, got within range, and followed him 
for some distance, hut were unable to close upon him, owing to the deepness of 
the country. 

^One wing of the 71st light infantry, under Lieut. Colonel the Hon. H. Cado- 
gan, also exerted themselves in a most laudable manner to overtake the enemy, 
but were at too great a distance to admit of their accomplishing it in any reason- 
able time, 

‘ The arrival of the above mentioned party at Merida made the enemy ac- 
quainted with our approach, of which I have reason to think he was before 
entirely ignorant, and he in consequence evacuated the towir during the night, 
leaving unfinished some works which he was constructing for its defence, and we 
entered in the course of the day. 

* I regret to state that wc had two men killed and some wounded in the affair 
of yesterday, of which I enclose a return. 

I have the honor to be &c. 

^ General * R. Hii.l, Lieut. General, 

Fiscount Wellington, 

‘ R.S. Since writing the above, it has been reported to me that 180 fanegas of 
wheat have been found in the depdt of this town, belonging to the French, besides 
a quantity of breatl . ' R. H.’ 

Extract of a Letter from Lieut. General It. Hill to General Fiscount 
Wellington, K.B., dated Ahnendi'alejo, 2d January, 1812. 

‘ Since my letter to your Lordship from Merida of the 30th ult., I have the 
honor to report, that from all the informatioa I hud received, I had reason to 
suppose that Drouet was concentrating his troops at this place; I consequently 
moved on yesterday for the purpose of attacking him. On my approach to .the 
town, I found that the greater part of the enemy’s troops had moved off the 
preceding day, in the direction of Villa Franca, and that his rear guard was on 
its march, covered by his cavalry, which skirmished with the hussars of iny 
advanced guard, and retired after receiving a few rounds from the horse artillery. 
In this town we found a few stores, of which the enclosed is a return. I thought 
it possible the enemy might have afforded mo an opportunity of doing some- 
thing here. 
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of about 5000 men on the 20th of December, covering their 
operations against that place by another corps at Vejer, 

Lieut* General R, Hill to General Viscount Wellington) K,B* 

^ My Loud, ‘Merida, 6Lli January, 1812. 

‘ My letters of the 2(1 and 3d instant would ac(jLuaint your Lordship of my 
having, on the 1st instant, marched with the corps under my command to A\~ 
mendralejoj in the hope that Comte d’Erlon, who had collected the greater 
part of liis troops at that place, might have given me an opportunity of coming 
in contact with him, as well as of my disappointment in that respect, he having 
l^reviously fallen back in the direction of Llereiia, leaving only a small rear guard 
in Almendralejo, which retired also on our approach. I have the honor to 
acquaint your Lordship that it was my intention to have fbllowcd the enemy, 
and failing in my desire to bring him to action, to have given him every possible 
annoyance in his retreat ; but the dreadful state of the weather, the condition of 
the roads (which are daily becoming worse), and the consequent difficulty of 
getting up my supplies, render any farther operations on my part impossible for 
the present, without incurring risks and making sacrifices greater than could have 
been justified by the occasion, or by your Lordship’s inslructions. I therefore 
determined, after halting two days at Almendralejo, and occupying Villa Franca 
and Fuente del Maestre, to put the troops in cantonments in this town and 
neighborhood, there to await a more favorable opportunity of acting ; trusting 
that the alarm occasioned to the enemy by the movement already made will have 
in part effected one of the objects for which I was instructed by your Lordship 
to take the field. A part of the troops accordingly returned here yesterday, and 
the remainder are now on their march; the enemy being, by the last accounts 
which I have received, also in full march towards the south, his rear guard having 
left Zafra and Los Santos yesterday. 

‘ I have the satisfaction to enclose for your Lordship’s information a letter from 
Lieut. Colonel the Hon. A. Abercromby, detailing the particulars of a successful 
attack, made by some of the 2d hussars and Portuguese cavalry, acting under 
his orders, at Fuente del Maestre, on a body of the enemy’s dragoons, which 
reflects the greatest credit on Lieut. Colonel Abercromby who directed, and the 
Officers and non-commissioned officers and men who executed it. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

^General ‘ R, IIitu., Lieut. General. 

Viscount Wellwgiorij K*B.^ 

Lieut, Colonel the Hon. A. Ahercromhg to Lieut. General R. Hill. 

‘ Sir, ‘ Merida, 5th January, 1812, 

* in obedience to your orders, I marched on the 3d instant from Almendralejo 
at noon, with the column you did me the honor to place under my command, 
and'reached Fuente del Maestre at a little after 4 o’clock in the evening of that 
day. On my arrival I learned that some of the enemy’s cavalry were still in the 
neighborhood ; and having passed through the town, I halted the column, and 
proceeded to reconnaitre in front. About 100 of the enemy’s horse were 
discovered on the Los Santos road, who, apparently ignorant of our force, formed 
squadron, and advanced towards us. The Portuguese cavalry exchanged a few 
shots with them until the hussars were brought up ; the enemy then halted, and 
sho\fed a disposition to charge : in this, however, he was quickly frustrated. 
The two squadrons of the hussars were formed on the right, and one squadron of 
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tinder the command of Marshal Victor. Their artillery for 
the attack of Tarifa had not arrived on the 26th December. 
Colonel Skerrett was engaged with the enemy on the 20tli, 
with the piquets of the British and Spanish infantry and of 
the garrison, and a detachment of the 95th. On the 21st 
Captain Weir, of the 11th regiment, with his company, 
destroyed one of the enemy’s piquets ; and, on the 22d, 
Colonel Skerrett made a sortie from Tarifa, in co-operation 
with the Spanish troops under General Copons, in order to 
oblige the enemy to show their force, on which occasion the 
enemy sustained considerable loss. 

' The object of Lieut. General Hill’s movement into Es- 

the 10th Portuguese cavalry ou the left. Instantly the enemy were charged on 
one flank by the squadron of Portuguese, under Lieut. Colonel Campbell, and 
by Captain Cleves’ squadron on the other. The right hussar squadron remained 
in reserve. A few minutes decided the contest. The enemy, being completely 
routed, left in our hands two Officers and thirty men, besides several billed. The 
squadron which remained in reserve was then sent in pursuit, as far as pnulonce 
would allow. 

* No language of mine can do sufficient justice to the gallantry of Lieut. 
Colonel Campbell, as well as that of Lieut. Hutchinson, and the other Officers 
and men composing the squadron of Portuguese cavalry. Suffice it to say that 
on this occasion the hussars under Major Busche upheld the high military cha- 
racter they are so universally known to possess. 

* This little affair has been achieved with very trifling loss on our side. 

* Enclosed I have the honor to transmit to you a list of the killed and wounded. 

‘ I have the honor to be, See. 

^ Lieut, Gene^'cd Bil/.' ‘ A. AnnucuoMiiv, I-.ieut. Colonel. 

Return of the Killed^ Wounded, aiid Missing, of the Second Division of ike 

under His Excellency General Lord Plscount PVellinyton, K. IL, in aclion with 
the Enemy near Fuente del Maestre, on theZd of January, 1812, 



OfBcers. 

Non-Commissioned 

Officers 

and Drummers. 

Rank and File. 

Horses. 

Total loss of Officers, 
Non-Commissioned 
Officers, and Rank 
and File. 

Killed . . • 

— 

, — 

1 

2 

\ 

Wounded 

1 

2 

17 

5 

‘20 

Missing . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 
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tremadura was to divert the enemy’s attention from General 
Ballesteros and from Tarifa ; and as General Drouet has 
retired upon Llerena, making some sacrifices, I conclude 
that Soult has either been ordered, or is determined to per- 
severe in his attack upon Tarifa. 

^ From the accounts which I have received of that place 
it appears to me quite impossible to defend it, when the 
enemy shall be equipped to attack it. The utmost that can 
be done is to hold the island contiguous to Tarifa, for which 
object Colonel Skerrett’s detachment does not appear to be 
necessary. I do not believe that the enemy will be able to 
obtain possession of the island, without which the town will 
be entirely useless to them; and indeed if they had the 
island, as well as the town, I doubt their being able to re- 
tain these possessions, adverting to the means of attacking 
them with which General Ballesteros might be supplied by 
the garrison of Gibraltar, unless they should keep a force in 
the field in their neighborhood to protect them. 

^ Under these circumstances, I have desired General Hill 
to return to Portalegre, and to place his corps between that 
town and Gastello Branco. My reason for giving him these 
orders is, that I think it not improbable that the enemy, 
finding that they will not have time to concert an operation 
between the armies of the north and of Portugal, and knowing 
that neither of those armies separately can venture to attempt 
the relief of Ciudad Eodrigo, will try to alarm me for the 
safety of my communication with General Hill, and with 
Lisbon, by movements in the valley of Plaseiicia, by Lower 
Beira. 

" General Hill’s movement towards the Tagus will check 
all these plans ; and, whatever may happen, it will be a 
great convenience that he should be nearer this army during 
the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Tile Earl of Liverpool ^ Wellington. 

To Lieut, Colonel Sir Howard Douglas, Bart. 

My dear Sir, ' Gallegos, lOtli January, 1812. 

" I request you to inform General Abadia that I am now 
engaged in he siege of Ciudad Eodrigo, which we arc car- 
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rying on with the greatest activity. We broke ground 
before the place on the 8th at nighty within 600 yards, having 
' carried a redoubt by storm on that evening at that distance. 
We shall open our fire, I hope, on the i3th, from the- first 
parallel. 

' It would be very desirable if General Abadia would en- 
deavor to make some movement to draw the attention of the 
enemy from us ; as I think it probable that they will collect 
their whole force to endeavor to interrupt our operations. 

" Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. Colonel ‘ Wellington. 

Bir H. Douglas, Bart." 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

" My Lord, ‘ Gallegos, 15th January, 1812. 

' We have continued our operations against Ciudad Bo- 
drigo since I addressed you on the Otli instant. 

We opened our fire from twenty-two pieces of ordnance, 
in three batteries in the first parallel, yesterday afternoon ; 
and we opened an approacli to, and established ourselves in 
our second parallel, 150 yards from the place, last night. 

^ This measure had been facilitated by Lieut. General 
Graham having surprised the enemy’s detachment in tlic 
convent of Cruz, close to the body of the place, on the 
niglit of the loth. Tlie right of our approaches was pro- 
tected and secured by this operation. Major General tlic 
Hon. C. Colville, who commands the 4th division in the 
absence of Lieut. General the Hon. G. L. Cole, likewise 
attacked the enemy’s post in the convent of San Francisco 
last night, and obtained possession of that post, and of the 
other fortified posts in the suburbs, where our troops arc now 
lodged. Our left is protected and secured by this operation. 
Two pieces of cannon were taken in the convent of San 
Francisco. 

It appears that the preparations and movements whicli I 
first made with a view to the attack of Ciudad Rodrigo had 
the effect of inducing the enemy to move back from La 
Mancha. 

‘ The divisions of the armjr of Portugal, two of which had 
gone as far as Cuenca, and tlie other to San Clemente, re- 
turned to Toledo in the beginning of this month ; and they 

2 N 2 



54S 


SPAIN. 


1812. 


are now on their inarch, it is stated, towards Valladolid, to 
which place Marshal Marmont went on the 5th from Tala- 
vera. One division of infantry still remained on the 12th 
instant at Navalmoral, having detachments as far back as 
Talavera; and it is reported that a second division remained 
about Talavera. 

It appears that the governments of Valladolid and Sala- 
manca, called the sixth and seventh governments, have been 
placed under the directions of Marshal Marmont, and that 
what can be plundered from those provinces is allotted for 
the support of the troops under his command; and the 
anny of the north are to be confined to the northern pro- 
vinces. 

Preparations to a certain extent are making at Sala- 
manca for the movement of troops in this direction ; and I 
have reports that troops were to be collected at Salamanca 
on this day. It appears, however, that the enemy did not 
even know at Salamanca that we had attacked Ciudad Ro- 
drigo till the 13th ; and it is not probable that a sufficient 
force can be collected to oblige us to raise the siege, at least 
for some days. 

^ I purpose, therefore, to continue the siege as long as I 
shall think there is any prospect of success, and till I shall 
be certain that the enemy have brought together such a 
force as to render success hopeless, and the situation of the 
army critical. 

^ We have had, till now, very fine weather, and the troops 
have suffered but little from exposure to it. I enclose the 
returns of the casualties to the 14th instant. 

^ It is impossible for me, even now, to tell how much 
longer the operations will last. No time has been lost yet ; 
and your Lordship may be certain that every exertion will be 
made to bring them to a successful termination. 

^ I have received no authentic accounts of the state of 
affairs in Valencia ; but I have reason to believe that, as late 
as the 24th December, the enemy had not been able to make 
any progress in their attack upon that place. It is supposed 
that, unless powerfully supported. Marshal Suchet must 
retire. 

" By the accounts from Cadiz to the 29th December, it 
appears to be supposed that the French had not been able to 
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get their guns up to Tarifa, having been prevented by tlic 
bad weather, which continued to prevail generally throughout 
the Peninsula till the 5th and 6th of this month. 

^ By accounts from Lieut. General Hill to the 11th instant 
it appears that General Drouet had been reinforced from 
Seville, and had advanced again towards Zafra. I think it 
probable that General Hill will have moved on the 12th or 
13th to^yards the frontiers of Portugal, according to the 
orders which I informed your Lordship, in my dispatch of 
the 9th instant, I had sent him. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ' WELLINGTON, 

To the Earl of Liverpool^ Secretary of State- 
* My dear Lord, ‘Gallegos, 15th January, ISI‘2. 

‘ My dispatch will give you all the intelligence which 1 
can send you from hence regarding ourselves. I have to 
add to it, that I have a letter from Madrid of the 3d, stating 
that General Darmagnac had written from tiic frontiers of 
Valencia that the Toulon squadron had been defeated. Pro- 
bably he may mean that the convoy from Toulon to Barce- 
lona had been taken. But the squadron is positively stated ; 
and it is possible that Admiral Emeriau may have been 
caught in one of his narales:' 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: WELLINGTON. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State, 

‘ My Lord, ‘ Gallegos, 20th January, 1812. 

‘ I informed your Lordship, in my dispatch of the Otli, 
that I had attacked Ciudad Rodrigo, and in that of the 1 5th, 
of the progress of the operations to that period, and I have 
now the pleasure to acquaint your Lordship that wc took the 
place by storm yesterday evening after dark. 

‘ Wc continued, from the 15th to the 19th, to coinplotc 
the second parellel, and the communications with that work 
and we had made some progress by sap towards the crest of 
the glacis. On the night of tlic 15th wc likewise advanced, 
from the left of the first parallel down the slope of the hill 
towards the convent of San Francisco, to a situation from 



550 


SPAIN. 


1812. 


which the walls of ^he faus'se braie and of the town were seen, 
on which a battery for seven guns was constracted, and these 
commenced their fire on the morning of the 18tli. 

In the meantime, the batteries in the first parallel con- 
tinued their fire ; and, yesterday evening, their fire had not 
only considerably injured the defences of the place, but had 
made breaches in the fausse braie wall, and in the body of 
the place, which were considered practicable ; while the bat- 
tery on the slope of the hill, which had been commenced on 
the night of the 15th, and had opened on the 18th, had 
been equally efficient still farther to the left, and opposite to 
the suburb of San Francisco. 

" I therefore determined to storm the place, notwithstand- 
ing that the approaches had not been brought to the crest 
of the glacis, and the counterscarp of the ditch was still en- 
tire. The attack was accordingly made yesterday evening, 
in five separate columns, consisting of the troops of the 
3d and Light divisions, and of Brig. General Pack’s bri- 
gade. The two right columns, conducted by Lieut. Colonel 
O’Toole of the 2d ca 9 aclores, and Major Kidgc of the 5th 
regiment, were destined to protect the advance of Major 
General Mackinnon’s brigade, forming the 3d, to the top of 
the breach in the fausse braie wall ; and all these, being 
composed of troops of the 3d division, were under the di- 
rection of Lieut. General Picton. 

^ The fourth column, consisting of the 43d and 52d 
regiments, and part of the 95tli regiment, being of the 
Light division, under the direction of Major General Crau- 
furd, attacked the breaches on the left in front of the suburb 
of San Francisco, and covered the left of the attack of the 
principal breach by the troops of the 3d division ; and 
Brig. General Pack was destined, with his brigade, forming 
the fifth column, to make a false attack upon the southern 
face of the fort. 

' Besides these five columns, the 94th regiment, belong- 
ing to the 3d division, descended into the ditch in two co- 
lumns, on the right of Major General Mackinnon’s brigade, 
wuh a view to protect the descent of that body into the ditch 
and its attack of the breach in the fausse braie, against the 
obstacles which it was supposed the enemy would construct 
to oppose their progress. 
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'All these attacks succeeded j and Brig. General Pack 
even surpassed my expectations^ having converted liis false 
attack into a real one ; and his advanced guard, under the 
command of Major Lynch, having followed the enemy’s 
troops from the advanced woi'ks into the fausse braie, where 
they made prisoners all opposed to them. 

' Major Ridge, of the 2d batt. 5th regiment, having csca- 
laded the fausse hraie wall, stormed the principal breach in 
the body of the place, together with the 94th regiment, com- 
manded by Lieut. Colonel Campbell, which had moved along 
the ditch at the same time, and had stormed the breach in 
the fausse hraie, both in front of Major General Mackinnon’s 
brigade. Thus, these regiments not only effectually covered 
the advance from the trenches of Major General Mackin- 
non’s brigade by their first movements and operations, but 
they preceded them in the attack. 

' Major General Craufurd, and Major General Vandelcur, 
and the troops of the Light division, on the left, were like- 
wise very forward on that side ; and, in less than half an 
hour from the time the attack commenced, our troops were 
in possession, and formed on the ramparts, of the place, 
each body contiguous to the other. The enemy then sub- 
mitted, having sustained a considerable loss in the contest. 

' Our loss was also, I am concerned to add, severe, parti- 
cularly in Officers of high rank and estimation in this army. 
Major General Mackinnon was unfortunately blown up by 
the accidental explosion of one of the enemy’s expense ma- 
gazines, close to the breach, after he had gallantly and suc- 
cessfully led the troops under his command to tlic attack. 
Major General Craufurd likewise received a severe wound"^ 
while he Avas leading on the Light division to the storm, and 
I am apprehensive that I shall be deprived for some time of 
his assistance. 

' Major General Vandeleur Avas likcAvisc wounded in the 
same manner, but not so severely, and ho Avas able to conti- 
nue in the field. 

' I have to add to this list Lieut. Colonel Colborne of the 
52d regiment, and Major George Napier f, who led the 

The wound was mortal. 

t Major General George Napier, C.B., Governor of the Cape of Good Iioj[)L‘, 
On the return from the trenches to the cantonments of the 5‘2d, at El Bodon, on 
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stomiiig party of the Light division^ and was wounded on 
the top of the breach. 

I have great pleasure in reporting to your Lordship the 
uniform good conductj and spirit of enterprise^ and patience, 
and perseverance in the performance of great labor, by 
which the General Officers, Officers, and troops of the 1st, 
3d, 4th, and Light divisions, and Brig. General Pack’s bri- 
gade, by whom the siege was carried on, have been distin- 
tiuguished during the late operations. 

Lieut. General Graham assisted me in superintending 
the conduct of the details of the siege, besides performing 
the duties of the General Officer commanding the 1st divi- 
sion ; and I am much indebted to the suggestions and assist- 
ance I received from him for the success of this enterprise. 

the morning of the 17th January, Major Napier and Lieut. Gurwood expressed 
to each other their mutual desire of an opportunity for personal distinction in the 
event of Ciudad Rodrigo standing an assault; and they decided to submit their 
intentions -to their friend and Colonel, now Lieut. General Sir John Colbome. 
After mature deliberation, a letter was addressed to Major General Robert 
Craufurd in the following terms : 

^ In ihe event of Ciudad Rodngo standhig an assault, and that the Light division 
should he employed in it, the following Officers of the o9.d are desh'ous of offering 
their services : 

‘ Major G. Napier to command the Storming Party, 

^ Lieut. Gurwood „ the Forlorn Hopei 

This paper, being recommended by Colonel Colborne, was earned by them in 
the evening to the quarters of Major General Craufurd, to whom it was sent 
up — no answer was returned. 

The order for the march of the division to the trenches, out of its turn, 
soon after daylight on the morning of the 19th, afibrded the hope that it was 
to be employed in the assault ; but it was only on the arrival of the division 
at La Caridad, when the orders from head quarters were received for the 
formation of a storming party of 300 men, with a proportion of Officers, that 
the intentions of Major Napier and Lieut. Gurwood were made known, as 
being appointed to specific commands in the assault. It was very apparent 
that the same desire in many of their brother Officers, checked only by the 
unwillingness to be taxed with presumption, had been thus anticipated ; and 
Major Napier and Lieut. Gurwood watched, with increased anxiety, the tri- 
colored flag on the tower near the lesser breach that it might not be struck, 
and expose their announced demonstration for self-distinction to disappoint- 
ment. This was a nervous excitement absorbing all thoughts in the soldier, 
who saw reputation and honor just within his grasp. Success, ho\vever, soon 
banished this, to give way to feelings difficult to be imagined, still more so to be 
described. 

In the subsequent and more dangerous assaults of Badajoz, Burgos, and San 
Sebastian, the senior Officers of each rank claimed privilege and preference; but 
the breaches being insulated and better defended, unfortunately none successfully 
survived the storm of them. 
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" The condvict of all parts of the 3(1 division'* * * § ', in the 
operations which they performed with so mncli gallantry and 
exactness on the evening of the 1 9th in the dark, afford the 
strongest proof of the abilities of Lieut. General Picton 
and Major General Macldnnon, by whom they Averc directed 
and led ; but I beg particularly to draw your Lordship’s 
attention to the conduct of Lieut. Colonel O’Toole, of the 
2d caQadores, of Major Ridge of the 2d batt. 5th footf, 
of Lieut. Colonel Campbell of the 94tli regiment of Major 
Manners of the 74th, and of Major Grey of the 2d batt. 
5th foot§, who has been twice wounded daring this siege. 

‘ It is but justice also to the 3d division to report that 
the men who performed the sap belonged to the 45th, 74th, 
and 88th regiments, under the command of Captain Maclcod 
of the Royal Engineers, and Captain Thompson of the 
74th, Lieut. Beresford of the 8Sth, and Lieut. Metcalfe of 
the 45th, and they distinguished themselves not less in the 
storm of the place than they had in the performance of their 
laborious duty during the siege. 

‘ I have already reported, in my letter of the 9th instant 
my sense of the conduct of Major General Craufurd, and of 
Lieut. Colonel Colbornc, and of the troops of the Light 
division, in the storm of the redoubt of San Francisco, on 
the evening of the 8th instant. The conduct of these troops 
was equally distinguished throughout the siege; and in the 
storm, nothing could exceed the gallantry with which those 
brave Officers and troops advanced and accomplished the 
difficult operation allotted to them, notwithstanding that 
all their leaders had fallen. 

' I particularly request your Lordship’s attention to tlic 
conduct of Major General Craufurd, Major General Vandc- 
lour II , Lieut. Colonel Barnard of the 95tli^, Lieut. Colonel 
Colborne**, Major Gibbs and Major Napier of the 52d, 

* Lieut. Mackie, 8Sth, now Major Mackie, commanded the ' forlorn hope’ 
of the assault of the great breach. 

-j- Killed in the assault at Badajoz. 

t The late Major General Sir James Cumi^hcll, K.C.B. 

§ Colonel Grey, C.B. 

11 Lieut. General Sir John Vandeleur, G.C.B. 

^ Lieut. General Sir Andrew Barnard, K.C.B. 

Lieut. General Sir John Colhorne, K.C.B. 

tf Major General Gihbs, C.B. 
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and Lieut. Colonel Macleod of the 434"'*'. The conduct of 
Captain Dutfy of the 43d -j-, and that of Lieut. Gurwood J of 
the 52d regiment, who was wounded, have likewise been 
particularly reported to me. Lieut. Colonel Elder and the 
3d caQadores were likewise distinguished upon this occasion. 

" The 1st Portuguese regiment, under Lieut. Colonel Hill, 
and the IGtli, under Colonel Campbell, being Brig. General 
Pack’s brigade, were likewise distinguished in the storm 
under the command of the Brigadier General, who particu- 
larly mentions Major Lynch. 

" In my dispatch of the 15th, I reported to your Lordship 
the attack of the convent of Cruz by the troops of the 1st 
division, under the direction of Lieut. General Graham, and 
that of the convent of San Francisco, on the i4th instant, 
under the direction of Major General the Hon. C. Colville. 
The first mentioned enterprise was performed by Captain 
Laroche de Starkerfels, of the 1st line batt. Kings German 
Legion, the last by Lieut. Colonel Harcourt, with the 40th 
regiment. This regiment remained from that time in the 
suburb of San Francisco, and materially assisted our attack 
on that side of the place. 

" Although it did not fall to the lot of the troops of the 1 st 
and 4th divisions to bring these operations to a successful 
close, they distinguished themselves throughout their pro- 
gress by the patience and perseverance with which they per- 

* Lieut. Colonel Macleod was subsequently killed in the assault of Badajoz. 

f Colonel Duffy, C.B, 

J Lieut. Colonel Guvwood, the compiler of this work. Lieut. Gunvood, 52d 
reg., led the ^ forlorn liope ’ of the Light division in the assault of the lesser 
breach. He afterwards took the French governor, General Barrie, in the 
citadel; and, from the hands of Lord Wellington, on the breach by which he 
had entered, he received the sword of his prisoner, Tlie permission accorded 
by the Duke of Wellington to compile this work has doubtless been one of 
the distinguished consequences resulting from this service ; and Lieut. Colonel 
Gurwood feels pride, as a soldier of fortune, in here offering himself as an encou- 
raging example to the subaltern in future wars. 

The detail of the assault of Ciudad Rodrigo by the lesser breach is of too 
little importance, excepting to those who served in it, to become a matter of 
history. The compiler, however, takes this opportunity of observing, that 
Colonel William Napier has been misinformed respecting the conduct of the 
< forlorn hope/ in the account given of it by him, as it appears in the Appendix 
of the ?ourth volume (first edition) of his ‘ History of the Peninsular War.’ A 
correct statement, and proofs of it, have been since furnished to Colonel W. 
Napier, for any future edition of his work, which will render any further notice 
of it here unnecessary. 
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formed the labor of the siege. The brigade of guards 
under Major General H. Campbell, were particularly distin- 
guished in this respect. 

^ I likewise request your Lordship’s attention to the con- 
duct of Lieut. Colonel Fletcher, the chief Engineer, and of 
Brigade Major Jones, and the Officers and men of the Uoyal 
Engineers. The ability with which these operations were 
carried on exceeds all praise ; and I beg leave to recommend 
these Officers to your Lordship most particularly. 

" Major Dickson of the Royal Artillery, attached to the 
Portuguese artilleryi has for some time had the direction of 
the heavy train attached to this army, and has conducted 
the intricate details of the late operation, as he did that of 
the two sieges of Dadajoz iti the last summer, much to my 
satisfaction. The rapid execution produced by the well 
directed fire kept up from our batteries affords the best 
proof of the merits of the Ofiicers and men of the Ro3"al 
Artillery, and of the Portuguese artillery, employed. on this 
occasion; but i must particularly mention Brigade Major 
May*, and Captains Holcombe, Power, Dynely, and Dundas, 
of the Royal Artillery, and Captains Da Cunha and Da 
Costa, and Lieut. Silva, of the 1st regiment of Portuguese 
artillery. 

" I have likewise particularly to report to your Lordship 
the conduct of Major Sturgeon of the Royal Staff corps f. 
He constructed and placed for us the bridge over the 
Agueda, without which the enterprise could not have been 
attempted ; and he afterwards materially assisted Lieut. 
General Graham and myself in our reconnaissance of the 
place on which the plan of the attack was founded ; and he 
finally conducted the 2d batt. 5th regimeiit, as well as the 
2d caQadorcs, to their points of attack. 

^ The Adjutant General, and the Deputy Quarter Master 
General, and the Officers of their several departments, gave 
me every assistance throughout this service, as well as those 
of my personal Staff; and I have great pleasure in adding 
that notwithstanding the season of the year, and the in- 
creased difficulties of procuring supplies for the troops, the 
whole army have been well supplied, and every branch of 

* Colonel Sir John May, K.C.B. 

t Killed near Vic iJigorre in 1813. 
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the service provided for during the late operations, by the 
indefatigable exertions of Mr. Commissary General Bissett, 
and the Officers belonging to his department. 

^ The Mariscal de Campo, Don Carlos de Espana, and 
Don Julian Sanchez, observed the enemy’s movements 
beyond the Tormes during the operations of the siege ; and 
I am much obliged to them, and to the people of Castille in 
general, for the assistance I received from them. The latter 
have invariably shown their detestation of the French 
tyranny, and their desire to contribute, by every means in 
their power, to remove it. 

^ I shall hereafter transmit to your Lordship a detailed 
account of what we have found in the place ; but I believe 
that there are 153 pieces of ordnance, including the heavy 
train belonging to the French army, and great quantities of 
ammunition and stores. We have the governor. General 
Barrie, about seventy eight Officers, and 1700 men, pri- 
soners. 

^ I transmit this dispatch by my aide de camp. Major the 
Hon. A. Gordon"^', who will give your Lordship any further 
details you may require ; and I beg leave to recommend him 
to your protection. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

^ The Earl of Liverpool. ‘^Wellington. 

‘ P. S. I enclose a return of the prisoners and of the ord- 
nance which have been taken on this occasion. I have not 
yet been able to collect the returns of the killed and 
wounded. I therefore transmit a list, containing the names 
of those who have fallen, according to the best information I 
could obtain, and shall forward the returns to your Lordship 
as soon as possible. ‘ W.’ 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

‘My Lord, ‘ Gallegos, 22d January, is 12. 

‘ I have the honor to enclose the returns of the killed and 
\vounded of the troops engaged in the siege of Ciudad 
Kodrigo, which it was not in my power to transmit to your 
Lordship in my dispatch of the 20th instant. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool.^ ^ Wellington. 

♦ Killed at Waterloo. 
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Return of Killed, Wounded, and Missing, of the Army under the com- 
mand of General Viscount Wellington, KB., during the siege and 
in the assault of Ciudad Rodrigo, from the ^th to the iMi of 
January, 1812 . 
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To the Earl of Liverpool, Beer alary of State. 

^ My dear Lord, ‘ Gallegos, 20th January, 1812. 

‘ You will receive with this the account of the successful 
termination of our operation, in half the time that I told you 
it would take, and less than half that which the French spent 
in taking the same place from the Spaniards, as you will sec 
by referring to the dispatches of that period. 

‘ Marmont is collecting his army. lie was to be at Sala- 
manca to-morrow, and he talks of raising the siege with 
50,000 men on the 29th. 

' I enclose you a copy of a letter from Mr. Stuart, which 
contains bad news, and a paper published at Cadiz, giving 
accounts of the same events. 

"It is not true that a single man of Marmont’s army, or 

Dorsenne’s, has gone to Valencia; and if and his army 

are taken, I attribute this event to ’s ignorance of his 

profession, and ’s cowardice and trcachciy. 

" Believe me, &c. 

* The Earl of Liverpool: < Welukoton. 

* Among the killed was Captain Dobbs, 52d regiment, who had distin- 
guished himself at the bridge of Marialva, and in the afluir of Sabugnl, where 
he recovered the howitzer taken by the 4:kl regimtnt, b\it retaken by the 
enemy. He was killed in the assault of ihc lesser breach. Captain Dulilm was 
a fine fellow, and a first-rate soldier; possessing (pialificatioiis which would 
have (lone honor to a much higher mik than that in which he died, 
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To His Royal Highness the Commander in Chief, 
c gj ‘ Gallegos, 20th J anuary, 1812. 

I have the honor to transmit by Major the Hon. A. Gor- 
don extracts of two dispatches^ and the copy of one of this 
day’s date to the Secretary of State^ giving an account of the 
operations of the siege and of the capture of Ciudad 
Rodrigo. I likewise enclose copies of letters from Major 
General Craufurd and Lieut. Colonel Colborne, recom- 
mending the Officers who conducted the attack of the 
redoubt of San Francisco on the 8th instant. 

^ I beg leave to recommend to your Royal Highness’ favor 
the Officers mentioned in the enclosed dispatches. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

^His Royal Highness ‘ ^ ELLINGTON. 

the Commander in Chief.' 

To the Lady Sarah Napier. 

^ My dear Madam, ‘ Gallegos, 20th January, 1812. 

' I am sorry to tell you that your son George was again 
wounded in the right arm so badly last night, in the storm of 
Ciudad Rodrigo, that it was necessary to amputate it above 
the elbow. He, however, bore the operation remarkably 
well ; and I have seen him this morning, quite well, free from 
pain and fever, and enjoying highly his success before he had 
received hi« wound. When he did receive it, he only desired 
that I might be informed that he had led his men to the 
top of the breach before he had fallen. 

*■ Having such sons, I am aware that you expect to hear of 
those misfortunes which I have more than once had to com- 
municate to you ; and notwithstanding your affection for 
them, you have so just a notion of the value of the dis- 
tinction they are daily acquiring for themselves, by their 
gallantry and good conduct, that their misfortunes do not 
make so great an impression upon you. 

^ Under such circumstances, I perform the task which I 
have taken upon myself with less reluctance, hoping at the 
same time that this will be the last occasion on which I shall 
have to address you upon such a subject, and that your 
brave sons will be spared to you. 

^ Although the last was the most serious, it was not the 
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only wound which George received during the siege of 
Ciudad Rodrigo : he was hit by the splinter of a shell in the 
shoulder on the 16th. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Ladxj Barah Napier,^ ^ Wellington. 


To Lord Aylmer. 

‘ My dear Lord,, ‘Gallegos, 20th January, 1812. 

‘ Your brother in law, General Mackinnon*'^', was unfor- 
tunately blown up by the explosion of one of the enemy’s 
magazines on the ramparts of Ciudad Rodrigo, after he 
had led the storm of the breach by his brigade. I have re- 
commended his widow, and children, if he has any, to Mr. 
Perceval ; and I have informed him that measures should be 
taken to apprise him of the state of the circumstances in 
which they have been left. You must perform this task ; 
and wait upon Mr. Perceval, and tell him that you do so by 
my desire. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lord Aylmer' ‘ Wellington. 

To the Right Hon. Henry Wellesley. 

^ Sir, ‘ Gallegos, 21st January, 1812. 

^ I liavc the honor to transmit, by Brig. General Alava, a 
copy of my despatch to the Secretary of State, giving an 
account of the capture of Ciudad Rodrigo. 

^ Brig. General Alava having been with me throughout 
these operations, will be able to add such details as I may 
have omitted ; and I beg you to inform the Spanish Govern- 
ment that I am much indebted to him, and to Mariscal de 
Campo Don Carlos de Espaha, and Don Julian Sanchez, for 
the success of this operation. 

The people of Castille have shown on this, as indeed on 
every occasion in which I have had anything to do with them, 
their detestation of the French yoke, and their desire to 
contribute to the defeat of the enemy by every means in their 
power. 

* He was buried by ilio Officers of the Coldstream Guards at Espeja, 
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I have given the place, and all it contains, over to the 
Captain General Castahos, who is in this part of the country. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Right Hon, H Wellesley. ' Wellington. 

^ P.S. I also enclose copies of my dispatches to the Se- 
cretary of State of the 15th instant, and of this date. 

‘ W.’ 


To the Earl of Liverpool Secretary of State, 

* My Lord, ' Gallegos, 21st January, 1812. 

^ I have received reports stating that Marshal Marmont, 
having arrived at Valladolid on the 11th, had heard about 
the 15th of the operations against Ciudad Rodrigo. I see, 
by an intercepted letter, that he intended to be at Salamanca 
on this day, and I have been informed that he had given 
dhections for the collection of his army on the Tormes by 
the 25th, and he expected to relieve Ciudad Rodrigo by 
the 29th. General Dorsenne was to accompany Marshal 
Marmont to Salamanca on this day, but I have not heard 
that any of the troops of the army of the north were likely to 
be on the Tormes, excepting Thiebault’s division. 

' The division of infantiy under General Bonet has been 
withdrawn from the Asturias, and has been added to the 
army of Portugal. These troops are now on their march 
towards the Tormes, and had passed Benavente when I last 
heard from that quarter. The division under the command 
of General Souham, which has always continued in Castille, 
between the Tonnes and the Douro, since the enemy re- 
lieved Ciudad Rodrigo in September last, has likewise been 
added to the same arln3^ This division is strong, and I 
should imagine the two would amount to about 13,000 men. 
These reinforcements would increase the army of Portugal 
to about 45,000 men, as it is certain that the whole have 
returned from the eastward, and are between Valladolid and 
the Tagus. These troops, with Thiebault’s division, are 
what Marmont can now collect upon the Tormes, and it is 
reported that they will amount to 50,000 men. 

^ I am concerned to have to inform your Lordship that 
Marshal Sachet attacked General Blake’s position in front 
of Valencia, on the 26th of December. The divisions of 



1812 . 


GALLEGOS. 


561 


Villa Campa and Maliy, and General Freyre’s cavalry were 
cut off from General Blake and Valencia, and General Mahy 
retreated to the position of Alcira, across the Jucar; these 
troops having suffered considerably in the action, and having 
lost all their artillery. By accounts from Alicante, of the 
1st, it appears that General Mahy was retreating upon that 
city. 

" It is not known what had occurred in Valencia, or on the 
right of the army, on the 26th, but firing was heard in the 
city on that day and the 27th. It is stated that Marshal 
Suchet had been reinforced by troops detached from Madrid, 
and in a report of General Mahy’s, from Alcira, of the 27tli 
ultimo, published at Cadiz on the 11th instant, I sec that 
he states, that Marshal Suchet had been reinforced by troops 
from the army under the command of Marshal Marmoiit. 
But what I have above stated of the army of Portugal will 
show your Lordship that, although a part of the army of 
Portugal marched in the direction of Valencia, the whole 
have returned and never entered that kingdom. 

" By accounts from Cadiz to the 10th instant, I learn that 
the enemy had broken ground regularly before Tarifa, and 
having brought up their heavy artillery oj)cncd their fire 
upon the place on the 29th December, aiad immediately 
effected a breach in the walls. They attempted to carry this 
breach by storm on the 31st of December, but were boat off 
by the gallant troops under the command of General Copons 
and Colonel Skerrett, composing the garrison ; and notwith- 
standing that by a continued fire from that day to the 
evening of the 4th January, the enemy had completely laid 
the town open, they did not venture to assault it again, but 
retired in the night of the 4th instant, leaving behind them 
seven pieces of cannon and two heavy howitzers, and all the 
carriages and stores collected for the siege. 

^ I do not send your Lordship Colonel Skerrett’ s reports, 
as I understand from Major General Cooke that he has 
transmitted them*; but I cannot refrain from expressing my 

♦ Major General Cooke to ike Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

'My Lord, ‘ Cadiz, 2i}tlx December, 1811. 

' I beg leave to refer your Lordship to the copy of my last dispatch to 
General Lord Viscount Wellington, with the papers enclosed in it, relative to 
the situation of affairs at Tarifa. 

VOL. VIII. 
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admiration of the conduct of Colonel Skerrett, and the brave 
troops under his command, nor from recommending them to 
the protection of your Lordship. 

* I have not received anything from thence since the 24th, at which date the 
French had not brought- up their artillery ; and there has been so much rain 
during the last two days, that they may have met with great difficulties. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

^The Eai'l of Livey'poolJ' ‘Geo. Cooke, Major General. 

. Extract of a Letter from Major General Cooke to General Viscount Wellinffion, K.B., 
dated Cadiz, *2.1 fh December, 1811. 

‘ I have the honor to transmit copies of dispatches from Colonel Skerrett to 
the date of the 24th. 

^ The enemy’s troops, in addition to those employed immediately against 
Tarifa, extended across the plain to Veger, where Marshal Victor had his 
quarters with a strong corps. I do not learn anything of General Ballesteros 
since my last.’ 

Colonel Skerrett to B^ajor General Cooke^ 

^ Sir, ‘ Tarifa, 24th December, 1811. 

‘ I have the honor to report that, on the 20th instant, the enemy invested 
this town with from 4000 to 5000 infantry, and from 200 to 300 cavalry. As 
it was not advisable to fight so superior a force, I resisted him for an hour with 
the cavalry and infantry, Spanish and British piquets of the garrison, reinforced 
by a company of the 95th, and two 6 pounder field guns, of Captain Hughes’ 
brigade. The loss of the enemy was considerable. On the 21st, Captain 
Wren, of the 11th, destroyed with his company a small piquet of the enemy. 
On the 22d, I made a sortie at the request of General Copons, and in con- 
junction with his troops, with the intention to ascertain the numbers of the 
enemy, by inducing him to show his columns. His light troops suffered 
considerably from our shells. The enemy is now making his approaches at a 
long musket shot from the town; but the ground so completely commands us, 
and is so favorable to him, that our small guns have little or no effect upon 
him. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Major General Cooked ‘ J, B. Skerrett, Colonel. 

Major General Cooke to the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord, ‘ Cadiz, 31st December, 1811. 

‘ I have received a dispatch from Colonel Skerrett, dated yesterday, of which 
I enclose a copy. It appears that the enemy had brought up four 16 pounders 
and some howitzers, and had opened their fire against the wall on the 29th. 
The shipping had been driven away by the gales of wind. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

c The Earl of Liverpool ‘ Geo. Cooke, Major General. 

Colonel Skerrett to Major General Cooke. 

‘ Sir, ‘ Tarifa, 30th December, 1811. 

‘ In my last I had the honor to state that the enemy had invested this town 
on the 20th instant,- since which period he has rapidly carried on a regular 
parallel and approach against the wall of the town, which I consider as doing 
much honor to the garrison. 

‘ I have several times found it necessary to drive hack the enemy’s advance, 
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" The troops under the comm and of Lieut. General Hill 
have passed the frontiers of Portugal, and the left of them 

and to interrupt his works, in which we have met with a slight loss, and 
the enemy, from being exposed to the fire of a few small guns we possess on 
the towers, has suffered considerably. It was only on these occasions that we 
materially annoyed the enemy ; for the wall of the town is so completely com- 
manded, that, in a few hours’ work, he has everywhere much better cover than 
ourselves. 

' The enemy yesterday opened his fire at half past 10, and continued to 
batter in breach at a distance of about 300 yards, with four French 16 pounders 
on the east wall, near the Retire gate, -and four howitzers, and other smaller 
pieces playing on the island and causeway. He continued a constant fire until 
night, the first and each shot passing through the wall, and through some of 
the houses in the rear of it. Before night a practicable breach was effected. 
He this day continued to widen the breach, and, I imagine, will not attempt the 
assault until it is extended to* the tower on each flank (a space of about forty 
yards). I have traversed the streets and taken the only measure by which 
there is a chance of preserving the place — that of defending the houses. The 
enemy’s force employed in the siege is stated at 10,000; probably this is in 
some degree exaggerated. A constant fire of musketry is interchanged. I 
have particularly to regret the loss of the service of Lieut. Gaunter, Deputy 
Assistant Quarter Master General, a very intelligent and brave Officer, who is 
severely wounded. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

^ Major General Cooke' * J. B. Skerrett, Colonel. 

Major General Cooke to the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

*My Lord, 

^ I beg to congratulate your Lordship upon the complete failure of the 
enemy’s expedition against Tarifu, and to refer you to the enclosed copy of my 
letter to General Lord Wellington, conveying Colonel Skerrett’s reports of the 
French having been repulsed with great loss in assaulting the breach which 
they had effected in the wall, and of their having retreated on the night of the 
4th, leaving their heavy artillery and a quantity of stores on the ground. 

* Your Lordship will see that Colonel Skerrett, and the brave troops under 
his command, have thoroughly done their duty. He has expressed his sense of 
the effectual co-operation of the Spanish troops under General Copons, who in 
his report gives his full approbation of the conduct of Colonel Skerrett, and the 
British troops under his orders, upon this, as ho has done upon former occasions 
during the last three months. 

^ Captain O’Donoghue, of the 47th regiment, acting aide de camp to Colonel 
Skerrett, has charge of this dispatch, and will give your Lordship any details 
relative to the late events at Tarifa. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

^ The Earl of Liverpool.’ < G. Cooke, Major Geuoral. 

Major General Cooke to General Plscotmt fVcllinyiony K,B. 

‘ My Lord, ' Cadiz, 10th January, 1812. 

‘ I last night received a dispatch from Colonel Skerrett, dated the 1st instant, 
of which I have the honor to transmit a copy, reporting the defeat of a strong 
column of the enemy on the day before, iu an assault of the breach which they 
had made in the wall of Tarifa. 

' I received at the same time intelligence from Lieut. General Campbell, that 

2 o 2 
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are, I believe, tins day at Gastello Branco. General Drouet 
had not arrived at Merida, according to the last accounts. 

'I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl ofLiverpooV ‘ Wellington. 

the French had broken up from before the place in the night of the 4th, leaving 
their artillery, &c., and retiring by a pass of La Pena, under the fire of the navy. 

' I have this morning received Colonel Skerrett’s report of that most satis- 
factory event, by his aide decamp, Captain O’Donoghue, and I beg leave to refer 
your Lordship to the copies of them. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

' General ^ G. Cooke, Major General. 

Viscount Wellington^ K.B.^ 

Colonel Skerreit to Major General Coolce. 

^SiR, ^ Tarifa, 1st January, 1812. 

^ In my last I had the honor to state that the enemy commenced to batter in 
breach on the 29th December, since which period until yesterday he kept up a 
heavy fire of cannon on the breach, and of shells on the town, causeway, and 
island. At 8 o’clock on the morning of the 31st December a strong column 
was seen rapidly advancing to the breach; our musketry several times checked 
the enemy j and the firm front and intrepid behaviour of the troops, in less than 
an hour, gained a complete victory. The most bold of the enemy fell near the 
foot of the breach, and the mass of the column made a precipitate retreat. 

‘ The situation of the enemy’s wounded, with which the ground was covered 
between his battery and our fire, where they must inevitably have perished, in- 
duced me, from motives of compassion, to hoist a flag of truce to carry them off. 
Some were brought into the place over the breach, but from the extreme diffi- 
culty attending this, I allowed the enemy to carry the remainder away. General 
Laval, the French Commander in Chief, expressed his acknowledgment for the 
conduct of the British and Spanish nations on this occasion, in the most feeling 
and grateful terms. We have made prisoners ten Officers, and twenty or thirty 
soldiers ; the enemy’s loss has been very severe. The column that attacked the 
breach was 2000 men, composed of all the grenadiers and voltigeurs of the army. 
The enemy invested this town on the 20th of December ; since which period, 
1000 British, and 700 or 800 Spanish troops, with only the defence of a wall, 
which appears to have been built as a defence against archery, and before the 
use of gunpowder, have resisted an army of 10,000 men, with a regular battering 
train of artillery, and have at last defeated and repulsed them. 

‘ The wall of the town has the additional disadvantage of being commanded 
within half musket shot, and flanked or taken in reverse in almost every part. 

‘ The conduct of all the troops has been admirable ; and that of Lieut. Colonel 
Gough*, and the 2d batt. of the 87th regiment, exceeds all praise. Equal credit 
is due to the indefatigable exertions of Captain Smith’s f Royal Engineers, to 
whom much of our success is due. I have on all occasions received the greatest 
assistance from the military experience and the great exertions of Lieut. Colonel 
Lord Proby, second in command. 

^We have to regret the loss of two Officers killed, Lieut. Longley, Royal 
Engineers, and Lieut. Hall, 47th regiment, 

! ‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

Major General Cooke.'* ‘ J. B. Skkrrett, Colonel, 

i * Major General Sir H. Gough, K.C.B. 

\ t Colonel Sir Charles Felix Smith, C.B., &c. 

! 
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To General Victoria, 

^ Sir, ‘ Gallegos, 22d January, 1812. 

^ I received your Excellency’s letter of the 8th instant. I 

Colonel Skeri'ett to Major General Coohe- 
^SiR, ‘ Tarifa, 5th January, 1812. 

' In my letter of the 1st instant I had the honor to relate the particulars of 
our proceedings here, and of our victory at the breach. Since that period, the 
enemy has kept up a partial fire, and the breach was yesterday completely open 
for a space of twenty five or thirty yards. 

' From the movements of the enemy last night, I was induced to suppose he 
intended another assault, and the garrison waited in eager expectation to give 
him another proof of British valor. To our astonishment, this morning at day- 
light the columns of the enemy were already at a distance, having taken ad- 
vantage of a dark and stormy night to make a precipitate retreat, leaving in our 
possession all his artillery, ammunition, stores, &c. 

^ I immediately ordered Major Broad, with a part of the 47th regiment, to 
follow the enemy; he took possession of his artillery, waggons, and a quantity of 
stores, time enough to save them from the flames, the enemy having set fire to 
them. We have made some prisoners. From the number of dead found on the 
ground the enemy occupied, his loss on the whole must have been very great. 

‘ Marshal Victor was present in the French camp to give orders for the retreat. 

^ We have thus seen the greatest effort the French are capable of making 
frustrated by 1800 British and Spanish troops, with only the defence of a paltry 
wall ; and an army of 10,000 men, commanded by a Marshal of France, retreat- 
ing from them silently in the night, after having been repulsed and defeated, 
leaving behind all their artillery and stores, collected at a great expense and by 
immense exertions. 

‘ I enclose a return of artillery and stores taken from the enemy. 

< The unremitting vigilance and exertion, the zeal and intrepidity, of every 
individual of this garrison, is above praise, 

‘ I have the honor to dispatch this by my acting aide de camp. Captain 
O’Bonoghue, of the 47th regiment, who is in possession of every information 
relative to my proceedings at this place, an Officer of great merit and considerable 
length of service. 

I have the honor to he, &c. 

" Major General Cookel ' J. B. Skerrett, Colonel. 


Return of Killed, Wounded, and Missing, of the troops under the command Oj 
Colonel Skerreit,at Tarifa, from 24th Decemher, 1811, /o 1st January, 1812, 
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had received the most positive information that Don Joao 
Leah who was employed by you to get intelligence of the 
enemy’s movements^ was a spy employed by General Phi- 
lippom the governor of Badajoz. There can be no doubt 
of this fact, and I therefore directed that he should be 
arrested ; and he must be given over to the person who will 
demand him on the part of General Castahos, in order to be 
tried as a spy. 

^ If I could entertain a doubt upon the fact of his being a 
French spy, the nature of the intelligence which he gave to 
your Excellency, and which you communicated to me, would 
have convinced me of it. I have never seen anything of 
the kind so impudently false and extravagant ; and it is 
obvious that he communicated it to you that he might have, 
through your protection, the means of acquiring real intelli- 
gence for the enemy. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

* General Victoria,^ ^ Wellington. 


To Major General Peacocke, 

^ My dear General, ' Gallegos, 22d January, 1812. 

^ I shall be much obliged to you if you will let me know 
by return of post whether the duty at Fort St. Julian can be 
done without the battalion of marines now stationed there. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

\ Major General Peacocke,^ ‘ Wellington. 

To Lieut General Hill, 

^ My dear Hill, ‘Gallegos, 2-2d January, 1812, 11 p.m. 

5 Major Gordon will have shown you my dispatch to the 
Secretary of State, containing the account of the storm of 
Ciudad Bodrigo. 

It appears that Marmont is assembling his army upon 
the Tonnes, and I saw this day an order for the preparation 
of rations at Banos for 20,000 men, which looks like the 
march of a column into the valley of the Alagon. We have 
not yet received your distribution, but I shall be obliged to 
you if you will place three brigades of the 2d division, in- 
cluding the Portuguese brigade, at and about Gastello 
Branco^ extending towards Idanha a Nova: send the heavy 
6 pounders across likewise. If I should see occasion to 
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move tliese troops, I shall do so by orders from hence, and 
you can join them afterwards, before they can come in contact 
with the enemy. 

‘ Send a squadron or two of cavalry across the Tagus to 
look out to their front towards Zarza la Mayor. 

^ I suspect, that if Marmont should move upon this army, 
either by way of saving appearances, or really to endeavor 
to regain possession of Ciudad Rodrigo, before we can have 
put the place in order, he will turn us by the Puerto de 
Perales ; in that case, I propose to cut off the troops which 
he will employ in this operation, unless they should be very 
numerous. I intend that you should move upon Moraleja, 
&c., while the troops of this army, keeping their front upon 
the Agueda and Bayllo, shall attack the corps which will 
come up by Perales, and drive them back upon you. If you 
should have three brigades at and in front of Gastello Branco, 
and the rest cantoned in column, ready to follow, you will be 
fully prepared for all that I propose for you. I think it 
most probable, however, that when Marmont shall have 
heard of our success, he will not move at all. 

^ Our trenches and batteries will be effaced to-morrow, 
and the trenches will be in a state of defence against a coup 
de mam to-morrow, or next day, and the town provisioned 
and in order. 

‘ Marmont was to be at Salamanca yesterday, his army 
was to be on the Tonnes the 25th, and he expected to raise 
the siege on the 29th. The orders for the preparations for 
the march of troops by Bafios, arc for the 21st, 22d, and 
23d, but there were no movements on the Tonnes on the 
20th, and none at Navalmoral on the 19th. 

"" Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut, General Hill. ’ ' WELLINGTON. 


To Lieut, Colonel Sir Howard Douglas^ Bart. 

" My dear Sir, ‘ Gallegos, 22d January, 1812. 

^ General Abadia will have been apprised from General 
Castahos’ head quarters of the fall of Ciudad Rodrigo on 
the 19th. I have been so much occupied since that I have 
not been able to write to you. 

^ He will have heard from other quarters of the march of 
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Bonet’s division froin tlxe Asturias ; and I conclude, that if 
those troops should not have been relieved by a body equally 
numerous. General Abadia will have taken possession of that 
province. General Bonet’s and General Souham’s divisions 
are added to the army of Portugal ; and will hereafter be em- 
ployed in watching our movements. I suspect that the 
guards will not be employed in the Asturias ; and I doubt 
that Dorsenne has any other troops to send there, excepting 
a very bad and weak division, composed of detachments of 
regiments of the line, under the command of General 
Thiebault. 

^ Having taken Ciudad Rodrigo, it is very desirable that I 
should move from this quarter. If General Abadia cannot 
move forward so as to divert the attention of the enemy from 
me, or from other quarters, can he in the months of March 
and April, when all the streams will be full, defend Galicia ? 
Pray let me hear from you in answer to this question soon. 

^ The French are talking of moving in this direction; but 
they had not heard of the fall of Ciudad Rodrigo. If they 
should move this way, I hope to give a good account of 
them. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut Colonel ' WELLINGTON. 

Sir H. Douglasy Bart* 


MEMORANDUM 

For Major General Bortlmick^ Major Dickson^ and J, Bissett, Esq, 

‘ 26 til January, 1812. 

‘'1. As soon as the gun bullocks shall have brought in the 
ordnance to Almeida, it is desirable that the sixteen 24 
pounders carronades (howitzers) should be sent off to the 
Alentejo by eight bullocks to each. 

^ They might go by easy stages, and the 150 bullocks 
required to draw the bridge might accompany them, in order 
to assist in their removal. 

. ‘ 2. Twenty 24 pounder guns and their carriages, and six 
spare carriages, with their necessary small stores, should 
likewise be removed from Almeida to Barca d’Alva. They 
should there be embarked in boats and sent down to Oporto 
and thence by sea to Setuval. 
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^ 3. A letter lias been written to Mr. Boyes, to request 
him to send to Oporto all the 24 pounder shot and spherical 
case shot that is at Villa da Ponte, and all the powder (900 
barrels) that is at Pezo da Regoa to Oporto ; to be there 
embarked and sent to Setuval by sea without loss of time. 

" 4. As soon as the timber shall be brought to Almeida 
from Ciudad Rodrigo, and the bridge shall be brought on 
the transporting carriages to the same place from the neigh- 
borhood of Gallegos, the bullocks should be turned to 
grass. 

^ 5. 1000 barrels of gunpowder, recently arrived from 
England at Lisbon, to be ordered immediately to Setuval. 

" Wellington.’ 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

^ My Lord, ‘ Gallegos, 26th January, 1812. 

' I have the honor to enclose two memorandums which 
have been given to me by General Borthwick, commanding 
the artillery with this army ; and as I concur entirely with 
General Borthwick, I shall be much obliged to your Lord- 
ship if you will direct that we may receive the reinforcements 
of horses of artillerymen, and of gunner drivers suggested 
in the enclosed memorandums. 

" I have the honor to be, See. 

* The Earl of Liverpool.^ ^ Wellington, 


To Lieut. Colonel Torrens, Military Secretary to the 
Commander in Chief. 

^My dear Torrens, ‘Gallegos, 28 th January, 1812 . 

^ I have received your very kind letter of the 4th instant, 
and I beg you will take an opportunity of assuring the 
Duke of York that I am obliged to Plis Royal Highness for 
his recollection of me, as much as if his recommendation of 
me had been successful. 

‘ I should think that his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent must have misunderstood Lord Wellesley, when His 
Royal Highness suj)posed that he intended to convey to His 
Royal Highness that a military government was no object 
to me, and that I had other views. Lord Wellesley must 
have said that I had never spoken or written to him or any- 
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body else respecting such an object; but he could not have 
said that I had other views. Indeed I do not know what 
views I could have^ excepting to serve the country to the best 
of my ability. 

^ I have never stated to anybody a \vish to have a military 
government, because I make it a rule never to apply to any- 
body in any manner for anything for myself; and I have 
always been convinced from his known character, as well as 
from experience, that if it was expedient and proper that I 
should receive such a favor, the Duke of York would recom- 
mend me for it, without any application from myself or my 
friends. 

^ I should have been very happy to receive, at the recom- 
mendation of His Royal Highness the Commander in Chief, 
the mark of the favor of the Prince Regent which was pro- 
posed for me. 

^ I have not much time to attend to my own affairs ; and I 
do not know exactly how I stand with the world at present. 
The pay of Commander of the Forces, which is all that I 
receive in this country, does not defray my expenses here, 
while my family must be maintained in England; and I 
think it probable that I shall not be richer for having served 
in the Peninsula. A military government, therefore, would 
be desirable as an addition to my income. 

" I believe that we shall have General Officers in sufficient 
numbers, when those recently appointed shall arrive, not- 
withstanding the loss of Mackinnon and Craufurd, who died 
of his wounds four days ago. I propose to appoint Clinton 
or Charles Alten to his situation. It will be very desirable 

to get rid of and , but not in a manner to mortify 

them. 

Pack has long wished to return to the British service, 
but I doubt whether it would come to his turn to have a 
British brigade, even now that Craufurd and Mackinnon 
are gone. As soon as it shall come to his turn, I will remove 
him to the British service, and will apply to have him made 
a Brigadier General. 

^ Believe me, &c. 


*Lieut, Colonel Torrene* 


" Wellington. 
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To". Lieut » General HilL 

^ My dear Hill, ‘Gallegos, 2 Stli January, l si 2. 

‘ The enemy have not advanced from the Tonnes, and wc 
are every day getting on with the re-establishment of Ciudad 
Rodrigo, so that I hope to have the place in a good state in 
a few days, and I propose immediately to replace the army 
in their old cantonments . 

‘ I am therefore turning my mind seriously to Badajoz, 
and Major Dickson goes off to the Alentejo on the day after 
to-morrow, and I hope to be in a situation to begin our ope- 
rations there in the second week in March. Among other 
arrangements, I am sending from hence sixteen 24 pounder 
carronades, which answer either as 24 pounder guns or 54 
inch howitzers ; and I think that by means of part of this 
equipment you might be enabled to render an important 
service, which would go a great way towards enabling us 
to secure our object at Badajoz. 

‘When we shall attack Badajoz, wc must expect that the 
army of Portugal, consisting of eight divisions of infantry, 
the whole of which arc now in Castille, and the army of the 
south, will co-operate to oblige us to raise the siege. The 
army of Portugal would naturally cross the Tagus by- their 
bridge at Almaraz, and they would be obliged, at the season 
of the year in which I propose to undertake this operation, 
to go round even by Toledo, if we could destroy their bridge 
and other establishments at that place. This is what I wish 
you to attempt. 

‘You probably went to look at the bridge of Almaraz 
when the army were at Jaraicejo in the month of August, 
1809. As well as I recollect, the Puerto de Mirabete com- 
mands the whole ground to the river, the descent from the 
Puerto being about a league. The French have there three 
works defended by fifteen pieces of cannon (8 pounders) and 
a howitzer ; that is to say, one, I believe, at the Puerto, and 
two others below, to defend the bridge, one being at each 
side of the river. I am not quite certain, however, of the 
locality of the works, and some accounts have given me rea- 
son to believe that the works, besides the one at the Puerto 
de Mirabete, arc redoubts thrown up for the defence of a 
small village called Lugar Nuevo, on one side of the river. 
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and of another called Casas del Puerto, on the left side, and 
about a mile and a half below the Puerto de Mirabete. If 
this be true, it would be possible to destroy the bridge with- 
out taking the works ; and at all events, if it is not true, and 
that the works are near the river and properly tetes de pant, 
they must be very bad ones, as I recollect perfectly, that the 
ground falls on the left side to the banks of the river, from 
the Puerto de Mirabete, and almost an equal distance on the 
right side. 

^ Under these circumstances, it appears to me that you 
will have no difficulty in destroying the enemy’s bridge at 
Almaraz, and I hope that you may have it in your power to 
destroy their stores and establishments there. 

^ The garrison of the three works consists of 450 men, in- 
cluding artillerymen, sappers, &c., and as long as the enemy 
remain in Castille, they cannot be assisted or reinforced. If 
I should find that the enemy move from Castille again into 
Estremadura, I could easily apprise you of their movement 
in time to stop you, if it should be necessary. 

^ The equipment which you should take with you for the 
purposes of this operation, should be eight or ten ladders, 
from eighteen to twenty feet in length, about twenty felling 
axes, and three or four crowbars ; a coil of good rope might 
be of use to enable you to tow the boats to a situation in 
which you could burn them. Besides, I would recommend 
you to take four or five of the 24 pounder carronades, which 
are going into the Alentejo for the purposes of the siege of 
Badajoz : these carronades are mounted upon travelling car- 
riages, with axletrees of the same span as the Portuguese 
artillery and the carts of the country; they can therefore 
travel anywhere, they weigh the same in travelling as our 9 
and heavy 6 pounders, and are drawn by eight horses ; they 
are now travelling with bullocks, but I will to-morrow send 
you the route by which they are to march, and I recommend 
to you to send horses belonging to your heavy brigade, or to 
your horse artillery, to meet and bring them up to you 
quicker than the bullocks can bring them ; each of them has 
on its carriage every thing for its use, excepting shot, powder, 
and cartridges, and it is desirable that you should without 
delay adopt the following measures to procure these articles. 

^ You should send to Elvas to have selected from the stores 
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there, 100 English 24 pounder shot for each carronade that 
you will take. I say English 24 pounder shot, because any 
thing larger will not fit them ; you should likewise draw from 
the stores of the army, either at Elvas or Abr antes, fifty 5^ 
inch shells for each, and about twenty inch spherical cases 
for each, if there are so many ; the stores at Elvas will sup- 
ply the quantity of powder sufficient for these shot and shells. 
The Commissary must get mule carts, if possible, to carry 
these stores upon your expedition, if not bullock carts ; thirty 
or forty shot or shells will go in a cart easily ; that part of 
the equipment taken from Elvas, might be given out to be 
for the use of Campo Mayor, Ougucla, and Alburqucrqiie. 

^ I should hope that all the preparations would be made by 
the time that the carronades would arrive at Portalcgrc. I 
would then recommend the following disposition to you : that 
General Hamilton and the Portuguese division, and Portu- 
guese cavalry, should observe the garrison of Badajoz ; that 
Generals Morillo and the Condc dc Penne Villcmur should 
observe the bridge of Merida, and the movements of the 5th 
corps in Lower Estremadura ; while you should move with 
the 2d division, the British cavalry, and such part of the 6 
pounder brigade, and of the horse artillery, as should be 
equipped, after equipping the howitzers as above desired, by 
Caceres direct upon Jaraicejo, and theiice upon the Puerto 
de Mir ah etc. 

^ Believe me. See. 

‘ LieuL General Hill. ' Wellington. 

" P. S, You will of course collect your corps from tliis side 
of the Tagus whenever you please. 


To Major Dickson, R. A. 

* My dear Sir, ‘ Gallegos, 28tlii January, 1812, 11 p. m, 

^ I much fear that we must send the 24 pounder guns into 
the Alentejo. I wish you would come here to-morrow morn- 
ing at an early hour. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

" Wellington. 


‘ Major Dickson, R. 



574 


SPAIN 


1812. 


MEMORANDUM ON THE OPERATIONS AGAINST BADAJOZ. 

For Major General Borthwicky Major Dicksony Colonel Fletcher^ and 
the Commissary General. 

‘ 28 til January, 1812 . 

" Major Dickson will proceed to Setuval in order to ar- 
range the removal of the ordnance and stores from Setuval 
to Elvas, passing by Elvas. He will require to go to Elvas 
seven days ; to go to Evora two days ; to Alcacer do Sal one 
day; to Setuval two days : in all twelve days. 

" Mr. Bissett will be so kind as immediately to order an 
intelligent Commissary to Setuval, with directions to make 
the preparations of boats to convey the heavy ordnance and 
stores from Setuval to Alcacer do Sal. 

' The same Commissary is likewise to communicate with 
the magistrates of Evora and Alcacer do Sal and Setuval, to 
procure bullocks and carts to remove the ordnance and stores 
from Alcacer do Sal to Elvas. 

" Supposing these arrangements to be ready by the time 
of Major Dickson’s arrival at Setuval, and that he can im- 
mediately commence removing the ordnance and stores from 
the transports, it will then take seven days to remove the 
ordnance and stores from the transports to the boats, four 
days to arrive at Alcacer do Sal ; four days to prepare to 
move from Alcacer do Sal; twelve days to march to Elvas: 
in all thirty eight days. 

' Wellington.’ 


To Major Dicksony R. A. 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Gallegos, 29 th January, 1812 . 

I have seen Fletcher, who says the 18 pounders will an- 
swer if we cannot get 24 pounders, carronades, nine feet 
long ; and I have written to the Admiral, to request him to 
send 24 pounders to Setuval of these dimensions, if he can 
get them at Lisbon; if he cannot, to send 18 pounders of 
these dimensions, each of them with 700 rounds of Carron 
shot. 

^ You will do well before you leave Almeida, to arrange 
that all the 18 pounder carriages, and the deficiency of 24 
pounder carriages, should be put in order; and the guns 
taken off of them preparatory to travelling. 
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^ I have sent your memorandum to the Admiral, in respect 
to yokes and transporting carriages to be sent to Setuval. 
But you will do well to write yourself to General Rosa. 

" I write to Major Tull oh to find out if there are any 24 
pounder or 18 pounder Carron guns nine feet long at Elvas. 
If there are, it is of course useless for you to bring up from 
Alcaccr more than will be necessary to make, with them and 
our sixteen guns, thirty six pieces. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* Major Dickson, R. J.’ ^ WELLINGTON. 


To Lieut, General Hill, 

^ My dear Hill, ‘ Gallegos, 29th January, 1812. 

" The carronadcs will be at Sabugal on the 2d February, 
at Pedrogao on the 5th, and at St. Miguel d’ Arche on the 
6th. You will do well to have horses there on the 4th, so as 
to be able to bring tliem off‘ the moment they arrive. An 
Officer should come with the horses, who should be able to 
sec that he takes with the carronades all that they will 
require. 

Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General HilV ‘ WELLINGTON. 

To the Right Ho?i, Henry Wellesley, 

‘ My dear Henry, ‘ Gallegos, 29th January, 1812. 

^ I enclose my dispatch of this day. 

' I propose to attack Badajoz, and I think it probable that 
I shall be in readiness to invest the place in the second week 
in March. Of course 1 shall liave collected to oppose me 
everything that can be brought from the south as well as 
from the north. Indeed in Marmont’s army they are 
already talking of moving in that direction. 

" I have always been of opinion that the best situation for 
Ballesteros’ corps would have been the Condado do Niobla, 
as he would liave been more immediately in communication 
with us. But wdiether in Niobla or in Ron da, it is abso- 
lutely necessary that the whole of Soult’s force should not be 
brought upon us with impunity, 

" It may depended upon that all demonstrations towards 
the French lines at Cadiz are useless. They arc too strong 
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to be even looked at by such a force as that under the com- 
mand of Ballesteros^ or by anything* which can be added to 
his force. 

^ But this is not the case with Seville. I believe that Bal- 
lesteros, provided with three or four 18 pounders, and am- 
munition for them, scaling ladders, &c., would easily lay 
open any works the French may have constructed at Seville ; 
and it may be depended upon, that if he will only be as active 
in destroying the stores, &c., which he will find at Seville, as 
I have known him to be in the destruction of property, he 
will raise the blockade of Cadiz as effectually as if he were 
to force the French lines in front of that place. 

Ballesteros should be reinforced to the utmost extent 
without loss of time. This expedition, and the advantages 
likely to result from it, should be held out to him, and 
measures should be taken to equip him for it, either from Ca- 
viz or Gibraltar, in such a manner as to ensure his success. 

^ By well timed and vigorous measures he may be of the 
utmost use to us ; and he need incur no risk, as he need not 
quit his den at Gibraltar till he shall find Soult in movement 
against me. 

I have received from Government the approbation of the 
orders which I had given respecting Carthagena. They 
have, however, called my attention to the state and safety of 
the Balearic Islands. I believe General O’Donnell has 
been appointed to command in those islands. I could write 
to him if I could depend upon this report being true ; but I 
shall be much obliged to you if you will communicate with 
him, and let me know in what way he may think I can be 
useful to him. 

^ Ever yours most affectionately, 

‘ The Right Hon. H. Wellesley: " Wellington. 

To the Earl of Liverpool Secretary of State. 

* My Lord, ^ Gallegos, 29th January, 1812. 

^ Major General Craufurd * died on the 24th instant, 
of the wounds which he received on the 19th, while leading 

He was buried at the foot of the little breach. The Commander of the 
Forces, and all the Officers of the besieging army, attended the funeral, which, 
from place and circumstances, was more than usually impressive. 
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the Light division of this army to the assault of Ciudad 
Rodrigo. 

Although the conduct of Major General Craufurd on the 
occasion on which these wounds were received, and the cir- 
cumstances which occurred, have excited the admiration of 
every Officer in the army, I cannot report his death to your 
Lordship without expressing my sorrow and regret, that 
His Majesty has been deprived of the services, and I of the 
assistance, of an Officer of tried talents and experience, who 
was an ornament to his profession, and was calculated to 
render the most important services to his country. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of LiverpooV ' Wellington. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

^ My Lord, ‘ Gallegos, 29tb January, 1812. 

Marshal Marmont arrived at Salamanca on the 22d 
instant, and the 6th division of infantry of the army of 
Portugal were collected in the neighborhood of Alba and 
Salamanca on the 23d and 24th. 

" General Souham’s division, with about 600 cavalry and 
some artillery, were sent to Matilla on the 23d, and patrolled 
to San Munoz and Tamames. The movement of this divi- 
sion was intended to ascertain the fact of the fall of Ciudad 
Rodrigo, and they retired again to the Tonnes on the 26th. 

" I heard this morning that Marshal Marmont had moved 
yesterday from Salamanca, in the direction of Valladolid, 
with all his troops, excepting one brigade of Souhain’s divi- 
sion. But I am not certain that this report is founded. 

^ I have not heard that Bonet’s division had crossed the 
Douro. 

^ We have been employed in repairing the damages which 
our fire had done to Ciudad Rodrigo. For some days it has 
not been possible to take the place by a coup de mainy and I 
hope that in a short time the works will be in a good state of 
defence. 

^ I have the honor to enclose the account published by the 
enemy in the Madrid Gazette of the 13th January, of the 
affair with the Spanish army near Valencia, on the 2Gth 
December. 

2 p 


VOL. VlII. 
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to undertake anything, they broke up from Castille and the 
western parts of Estremadura, and’ marched off towards 
Valencia and Aragon, the former to assist Suchet, and the 
latter to endeavor to check the guerrillas. I immediately 
pushed forward the preparations for the siege of Ciudad 
Rodrigo ; invested the place and broke ground on the 8th, 
and we took it by assault, as you will have seen, on the 19th 
of J anuary. 

^ Marmont returned upon bearing of our first movements, 
and collected about 50,000 men on the Tormes about the 
23d and 24th of the month, but he has advanced only a 
reconnaitring party from thence; and it appears that he 
will not attempt to prevent us from putting the place again 
in a state of defence. It is already provisioned ; and has 
been for some days in such a state as that it could not have 
been carried by a coup de main. 

^ I have likewise restored the works of Almeida, so that I 
shall have this frontier as good as it ever was ; and I hope to 
be able to get the whole army together, when I shall have a 
better chance with these gentlemen. 

^ We proceeded at Ciudad Rodrigo on quite a new prin- 
ciple in sieges. The whole object of our fire was to lay open 
the walls. We had not one mortar ; nor a howitzei', except- 
ing to prevent the enemy from clearing the breaches, and 
for that purpose we had only two ; and we fired upon the 
flanks and defences only when we wished to get the better 
of them, with a view to protect those who were to storm. 
This shows the kind of place we had to attack, and how 
important it is to cover the works of a place well by a 
glacis. The French, however, who are supposed to know 
everything, could not take this place in less than forty days 
after it was completely invested, or than twenty five days 
after breaking ground. 

^ March came here about a month ago, remarkably well ; 
but he has had two slight attacks of fever since he arrived, 
from one of which he is now recovering. He is very liable 
to catch cold, and with the cold he always has fever. This 
must be a consequence of his disorder in the summer ; but 
I hope that he will be quite well before the hot weather shall 
set in. If he should not be so, I shall certainly send him 
home. 
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^ Pray remember me most kindly to the Duchess and all 
your family;, and 

‘ Believe mC;, &c. 

‘ The Duke of Richmond? ^ Wellington. 

To Major General Peacocks, 

^ SiR;, ' Gallegos, 31st January, 1812, 

" I request that on the receipt of this letter you will apply 
to Admiral Berkeley, for tonnage to take to England the 
battalion of marines, and the marine artillery, which arc at 
Lisbon, &c., not belonging to the ships under the command 
of Admiral Berkeley. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Major General Peacocks? ^ Wellington. 

To Baron Constant^. 

'My dear Sir, ‘Gallegos, 3 1st January, 181 2. 

^ I return Sir F. D'Ivcrnois' books, which I have perused 
with the greatest satisfaction. I had never read any of his 
works, excepting a pamphlet upon Finance, in a book called 
''Offrandes a Buonaparte;” but I have long come to the 
same conclusion as he has respecting the state of the French 
finances, and respecting the plunder resulting from the war 
being the cause for its continuance. I enclose the drafts of 
my proclamations to the Portuguese nation on this last 
subject, which show my opinion upon it. 

' In the early days of the revolutionary war, the Fi'ench, 
at the recommendation, I believe, of Brissot, adopted a 
measure which they called a leoee m masse ; and put every 
man, animal, and article in their own country in requisition 
for the service of the armies. This system of plunder was 
carried into execution by the popular societies throughout 
the country. It is not astonishing that a nation among 
whom such a system was established should have been 
anxious to carry the war beyond their own frontiers. This 
system both created the desire and afforded the means of 
success ; and with the war they carried, wherever they went, 

* Baron Constant <lc Rebeciiuc, C. B., &c., afterwards Lieutenant General m 
the service of the King of the Netherlands. He had been some time at the 
Head Quarters of the army under Lord Wellington, attached to the 
of Orange. 



582 


SPAIN, 


1812. 


tlie system of requisition ; not, however, before they had, by 
these and other revolutionary measures, entirely destroyed 
all the sources of national prosperity at home. 

"Wherever the French armies have since gone, their 
subsistence at least, the most expensive article in all armies, 
and means of transport, have been received from the country 
for nothing. Sometimes, besides subsistence, they have 
received clothing and shoes ; in other instances, besides 
these articles they have received pay; and from Austria 
and Prussia, and other parts of Germany and Italy, they 
have drawn, besides all these articles of supply for their 
troops, heavy contributions in money for the supply of the 
treasury at Paris. To this enumeration ought to be added 
the plunder acquired by the Generals, Officers, and troops ; 
and it will be seen that the new French system of war is 
the greatest evil that ever fell on the civilized world. 

" The capital and the industry of France having been de- 
stroyed by the Kevolution, it is obvious that the Government 
cannot raise a revenue from the people of France adequate 
to support the large force which must be maintained in 
order to uphold the authority of the new Government, 
particularly in the newly conquered or ceded states ; and to 
defend the widely extended frontier of France from all those 
whose interest and inclination must lead them to attack it. 
The French Government, therefore, under whatever form 
administered, must seek for support for their armies in 
foreign countries. War must be a financial resource; and 
that appears to me to be the greatest misfortune which the 
French Revolution has entailed upon the present generation. 

" I have great hopes, however, that this resource is begin- 
ning to fail ; and I think there are symptoms of a sense in 
France either that war is not so productive as it ivas, or 
that nations who have still something to lose may resist, as 
those of the Peninsula have ; in which case, the expense of 
collecting this resource becomes larger than its produce. 

" One symptom of a sense of the failure of these resources 
is, that Napoleon has recently seized upon the territories of 
Rome, Holland, and the Hanse Towns, and has annexed 
these States to France. By these measures he has departed 
from a remarkable principle of his policy. In the early 
periods of his government he had not extended the 
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dominions of France beyond what were called her natural 
limits of the Rhine, the Ocean, the Alps, and the Pyrenees. 
It appeared that he was aware of the dangers to which all 
widely extended empires arc liable; and he was satisfied 
with governing by his influence all these States, and those 
of the Confederation of the Rhine. He must at the same 
time have made up his mind to draw no resources from these 
States, excepting those of a military nature, stipulated by 
treaty ; and, indeed, the hopes of avoiding future plunder 
could have been the only inducement to these several States 
to enter into the Confederation. 

^ The futile disputes with his brother, the Pope, or the 
Senates of the Hanse Towns, cannot have been the cause of 
this departure from a remarkable principle of his early policy. 

" He might easily have settled these disputes in any 
manner he pleased. Neither was it the dictate of a wild 
and extravagant ambition. If it was, why did he not seize 
upon poor Switzerland ? The fact was, it was not safe or 
convenient to plunder Austria, Prussia, Russia, or Denmark ; 
but he wanted the resources of Holland, the Hanse Towns, 
and Rome for his treasury, and therefore he seized them 
to himself. 

" As to Spain, it is completely plundered from one end to 
the other. The cultivation in some parts, as you must have 
seen, is entirely annihilated ; and in all parts, by the ac- 
counts of the French Officers, has much decreased. 'Ilicre 
is no commerce ; and I have but little doubt that another 
year of diminished produce will have the effect of distressing 
the French armies exceedingly, and, possibly, may be at- 
tended with more important consequences. I know that the 
French Officers were of opinion last September that they 
could not last much longer. 

" I do not believe that the French armies in Spain have 
ever drawn from the country much more than their sub- 
sistence and means of transport. In some parts of the 
country, more productive than others, they levy from the 
people more subsistence than the troops there stationed can 
consume, and they sell the overplus by retail, at low prices ; 
and this money defrays some of the necessary expenses for 
hospitals, intelligence, &c.,or is carried to other parts, where 
on account of the small number of troops and the difficulty 
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of procuring provisions by requisition^ they are obliged to 
pay for them. In other parts also they levy contributions 
in money ; but generally in small sums, and not more than 
sufficient to defray the expenses which in all armies must 
necessarily be defrayed in money. 

^ It appears by a letter from the Duque de Santa Fe of 
the 19th of June, 1810, that the French army in Spain had 
up to that period cost the imperial treasury 200 millions of 
livres. I think it probable that the whole pay of the army 
has within the last year at least been sent from Paris in 
specie ; and I believe that it has for some time before ; and 
I know that the extra allowances to General Officers, and 
other expenses which are laid upon the Contributions 
(XEspagne, are as much in arrear as other expenses; and I 
have in my possession warrants to the Intendant General 
of Marmont’s army, signed by Marmont, directing him to 
take by force, if it was necessary, money for the necessary 
expenses of the army, from the Payeur General, in whose 
hands is the pay alone. 

^ I have not read Sir F. D’Ivcrnois’ former works, and 
I have not had an opportunity of acquiring the accurate 
knowledge which we all ought to have, at least of that part 
of the French finance of which the French Government will 
allow us to have any at all. 

‘ I do not agree, however, with Sir F. D’lvernois, either 
in his estimate of the French force, or in his estimate of its 
expense. I think both higher than he has stated them. 

^ I know that the French Government had in 1810, before 
the annexation of Holland and the Hanse Towns, 700 
battalions of infantry, and 600 squadrons of cavalry, besides 
artillery and the guards. A battalion cannot be averaged 
less than 500 men, nor a squadron less than 100 men. 
Many of both are much more numerous. This would make 
350,000 infantry, and 60,000 cavalry. 

^ I know that the guards consist of 50,000 men. I have 
a return of July last of those in Spain only, which makes 
them 22,000. The artillery cannot be less than 40,000; 
making the active army in effectives 500,000 men. 

^ In this estimate the Dutch troops and those of the 
Confederation of the Rhine, those of Naples and the Duchy 
of Warsaw are not included. The Dutch troops have since 
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been added to the French army ; and I should thinh there 
are now in that army 800 battalions. Besides these troops 
eii activite, there are gendarmerie imperiale, garde nationcde, 
gardes cotes, &c. 

^ It is impossible to reason upon any assertion in the 
truth of which confidence cannot be placed. When the 
Due de Gaete, however, said that the Emperor had in his 
service 800,000 or 900,000 men, it may be supposed that he 
included the troops of the Confederation of the Rhine, of 
Naples, of Holland, and of Warsaw, as well as those French 
and foreign troops immediately paid by the Emperor. The 
uncertainty upon this point, which doubtless prevails at 
Paris, as well as among us, shows the state to which affairs 
have been brought in France. 

In respect to the expense of the French army, I calculate 
that which must be paid in money to amount to about 
20,000,000Z. sterling, or 500,000,000 of livres. T calculate the 
mere pay of the number of men I have above mentioned as 
existing in the service to amount to about 6,000,000^. ster- 
ling, without including hospitals, or the pay of the Officers 
of regiments, or of the general Staff. To this sum add 
the clothing, the arms, accoutrements, the horses for the 
cavalry and artillery, the ordnance expenses, the provisions 
and forage, and means of transport in France and Italy 
for the troops in France and Italy, repairs and construction 
of fortifications, &c., and it will be found that the sum to be 
provided does not fall short of what I have stated. I do not 
include in this sum the provisions and forage, and means of 
transport, for the troops stationed in Germany and Spain, 
as those are tahen without payment ; but I include the pay 
of these troops as being provided for from Paris, or by the 
recettes exterieicres. 

^ If I am right in my notions of the numbers of the 
French army, as I believe I am, I do not think I am wrong 
in my estimate of the expenses to be paid in money ; and it 
will be seen that the French Government are more distressed 
than even Sir F. DTvernois sui^posed. 

^ I cannot state exactly what sums are now due to the 
troops in Spain. Large suras have recently arrived from 
France; but before these arrived they were in arrear from 
nine to twelve months. 

" As Sir F. DTvernois expressed a desire that I should 
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see his wort, and to receive information from me on the 
interesting subject to which it relates, I have troubled you 
with this long letter, which I hope may prove satisfactory 
to him, as showing that I agree entirely with him in his 
principle and all the main points, although I differ from him 
in some of the details. 

^ I have omitted to mention, that I believe the French 
armies in Spain to amount to nearer 200,000 than 150,000 
men. They have received in this year reinforcements to the 
amount of about 50,000 men. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Baron Constant: ‘ Wellington. 


To Lieut. General HilL 

^ My dear Hill, ‘ Gallegos, 1st February, 1812. 

' I did not see Lieut. Hillier’s* very clear report to you 
of the 16th January till this day, when I received your letter 
of the 30th. It is very obvious to me that unless you can 
send a detachment to the right of the Tagus, to cut off the 
retreat of the boats, the principal object of your expedition, 
which is to destroy these boats, must fail. 

' I can supply you with the means of sending a detachment 
across the Tagus, but the first point to be ascertained is, 
whether wheel carriages can go to the Tagus by any road, 
excepting by that of Mirabete, or so near Mirabcte that they 
must be perceived. As well as I can recollect of the 
country, it is impossible to get down to the Tagus with 
wheel carriages, anywhere between the junction of the 
Tie tar and the junction of the Ibor, excepting by the Puerto 
de Mirabete. I beg that you will have inquiry made by 
Lieut. Hillier upon this point. 

^ It would also be well if he were to inquire whether the 
enemy have any means of moving off the nine boats which 
arc under their work, marked B in his sketch. 

^ If you cannot get down to the Tagus with wheel car- 
riages, excepting by the Puerto, it is not worth while to 
attempt the operation, for as well as I can recollect, the 
enemy have in that part of the country a large quantity of 
oxen. If, however, you can get down to the Tagus, it would 
be desirable to send over a sufficient detachment to endeavor 
to surprise and get possession of the work C, while the castle 

* Lieut. Hillier, 29th regiment, now Lieutenant Colonel of the G2d regiment. 
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of Mirabete, or the work A, should be attacked on the left 
bank, and to cut off and destroy the boats. 

" We have at Villa Velha six tin pontoons, with all their 
equipments, carriages, &c. They are very light, and, as 
well as I recollect, are drawn each by four pairs of bullocks, 
but Major Squire can tell exactly. You must desire Mr. 
Routh to provide bullocks to draw them, and with these you 
can form a flying bridge fully equal to take over the Tagus 
any detachment which you might think proper to send to 
the right bank. They would even carry over some of the 
carronades, if you should think proper to send them^ but 
from Lieut. Hillier s description of the enemy’s works at the 
bridge, I should scarcely think it necessary to take these 
carronades. I should think that under the fire of your 
heavy 6 pounders and howitzers, and by keeping a heavy 
fire of musketry upon the parapet, while the storming party 
should advance, your troops would escalade any of these 
works. All the preparations, however, for the carronades, 
as detailed in my letter of the 28th January, might still go 
on, and Mr. Routh might get the bullocks for the pon- 
toons, and the pontoons might be moved up to Porta^ 
legre, as they will be of use in our ulterior operations; 
but you will proceed upon your expedition, or not, according 
to the information which you will receive from Lieut. 
Hillier, whether or not you can get your pontoons down 
to the Tagus, not passing by Mirabetc. I do not believe 
the work C is commanded by the road on which A stands, 
but I am quite certain that the work B is completely com- 
manded both by the ground A and C. I was at the old 
castle of Mirabetc ; the ascent to it is very rugged indeed, 
but I should think that no garrison could remain in it 
against your howitzer. 

^ The enemy have moved towai'ds the Duero. I have not 
heard that any have gone into the valley of the Tagus. 

" Believe me. See. 

‘ Lieut, General Hill" ^ WelliNGTONii 


To Major General Cooke, 

^ Sir, ‘ Gallegos, 1st 3?ebruary, 1812. 

^ I have omitted to answer your letters, No. , of the 27th 
December, and No. 41? pf the 7th of January, relating to the 
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correspondenoo which you have had with the governor of 
Gibraltar^ upon the conditional orders which you had given 
Colonel Skerrett to withdraw from Tarifa, because I conclude 
that you referred that correspondence to the Secretary of 
State, with whom alone it rests to decide whether it was 
your duty to recall Colonel Skerrett, and whether you per- 
formed that duty at a proper period, and under circumstances 
which rendered it expedient that you should give Colonel 
Skerrett the orders in question. 

" From the report of Colonel Skerrett and Lord Proby, 
and other information which I had received respecting 
Tarifa, I concurred in the orders which you gave to Colonel 
Skerrett, and my opinion on that subject is not at all 
changed by what has occurred since. 

" We have a right to expect that His Majesty’s Officers 
and troops wilt perform their duty upon every occasion, but 
we had no right to expect that comparatively a small number 
would be able to hold the town of Tarifa, commanded as it 
is at short distances, and enfiladed in every direction, and 
unprovided with artillery, and the walls scarcely cannon 
proof. 

^ The enemy, however, retired with disgrace, infinitely to 
the honor of the brave troops who defended Tarifa, and it is 
useless to renew the discussion. 

‘ It is necessary, however, that you should now come to an 
understanding with General Campbell, regarding the troops 
which have been detached from Cadiz and this army under 
Colonel Skerrett. Before you will receive this letter you 
will probably have received from Mr. Wellesley a requisition 
to send troops to Carthagena, with which you will have com- 
plied, according to my instructions of the 12th December. 
It is, therefore, absolutely necessary that the troops under 
the command of Colonel Skerrett should return to Cadiz, 
and if the governor of Gibraltar should think proper to 
detain them, after you shall have required their return, 
you will let him know that he is responsible for the conse- 
quences. 

^■In regard to Tarifa, at the same time that I have no 
desire, and have too much to attend to, to enter into dis- 
cussions upon the subject, it appears to me that the measures 
to be adopted should be either to secure the heights in front 
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of the town, or to provide cover for the troops by splinter 
proofs, &c., and to secure the island. 

‘ I have no doubt whatever that the measure last men- 
tioned could be carried into execution without difficulty, 
and that it would be effectual. Indeed, the enemy would 
neither be inclined, nor able to remain in the town, if the 
island were secured. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* Major General Cooke." " WELLINGTON. 

To the Earl of Livei^ooly Secretary of State. 

^ My Lord, ‘ Freneda, 1st February, 1812. 

" I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which I 
have written to Major General Cooke, in regard to a dis- 
cussion which he has recently had with the governor of 
Gibraltar upon certain orders which he had given to Colonel 
Skerrett’s detachment to withdraw from Tarifa. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

® The Eaf'l of Liverpool ' ‘ Wellington. 

To the Right Hon, Henry Wellesley, 

^ My dear Henry, ‘ Gallegos, 1st February, 1812. 

' I received yesterday your letter of the 20th January. 

^ I am glad to find that the Spanish Government have 
called upon us to gaxTison Carthagena, and I only wish they 
had done so sooner. General Cooke has his instructions 
upon this subject, and it docs not appear to me to be 
necessary to take any further measures. 

^ In regard to Alicante, Roche has contradicted himself in 
the same letter. He says that an English governor and 
5000 English troops can alone save the place ; and in another 
part he says that he and his troops can save it as long as 
they are supplied with provisions. Pray take him at his 
word. Send him provisions, and let him be charged with 
the defence of Alicante. 

" It is most desirable to keep the French employed for 
some time longer on the eastern side of the Peninsula. I 
think it not impossible that Suchet may be obliged to return 
to attend to Lacy. 

" Ever yours most affectionately, 

‘ The Right Hon, H, Wellesley^ ‘ Wellington. 
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To Lieut. General Graham. 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Gallegos, 2d Fel^ruary, 1812. 

I am going over to Freneda, and enclose the only intelli- 
gence I have received since I saw you yesterday. I conclude 
that the messengers from Salamanca have been prevented 
from coming by the swelling of the rivers. 

I wrote to Hill yesterday what I told you I should. ' 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Graham. ‘ Wellington. 

"P. S. The rivers are so full, that I am afraid it will be 
impossible to hunt to-morrow ; but if the day should be fair, 
the hounds will be at Pozo Velho at about half-iiast 11. 

^ W.’ 


To Lieut. General Graham. 

‘ My de ar Sir, ‘Freneda, 4th February, 1812. 

" I enclose some letters from Cadiz. I have no account 
whatever from Salamanca or elsewhere ; and I conclude that 
the messengers have been stopped by the swelling of tlie 
rivers. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Graham.' ‘ Wellington. 

To Lieut. General Hill. 

* My dear Hill, ‘Freneda, 4th February, 1812, 8 a.m. 

^ I write to let you know that in consequence of the heavy 
fall of rain, and other accidents, the carronades, which ought 
to have been now two marches on the other side of Sabugal, 
are at Aldea da Ponte, two marches on this side of that 
place. If, therefore, you should determine to undertake 
your expedition, and should think the carronades necessary, 
it will be necessary that you should order the Officer with 
the horses to wait for them at St. Miguel, or to come on 
towards Sabugal to meet them. If you should give up the 
plan, according to what I stated in my letter of the 1st 
instant, or should not think the carronades necessary, you 
might recall the horses. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

Wellington. 


* Lieut. General Hill: 
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To Lieut, General Hill* 

^ My dear Hill, ‘ Freneda, 4th February, 1812. 

^ You omitted to enclose the intercepted intelligence from 
Madrid, in your letter to me of the 1st instant. That on 
the black paper comes, I believe, from a man employed by 
Mr. Stuart. I do not give much credit to it. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

^ Lieut. General Hill' *’ Wellington. 


^ Sir, " Freneda, 4th February, 1832. 

" I have received your letter, and upon inquiry I find that 
your complaint is not founded, and that the conduct of Mr. 

was regularly investigated. You have also stated 

another circumstance in your letter which is not true, viz., 
that your stable could not hold more than your own horse, 
whereas it appears that it is capable of holding four horses, 
besides your own horse and ass that are in it. 

^ Portugal requiring the assistance of an army to defend 
the country, the Portuguese must submit to the incon- 
venience of having Officers and soldiers billeted on their 
houses, and I only hope they do not believe that we quit 
our houses in England for the pleasure of being billeted in 
theirs in Portugal. This necessity existing, you acted 

wrong, and should not have resisted Mr. in putting 

his horse in your stable, on which he had a billet, and 
you had no right to send the horse to another distant 
stable. Mr. , however, had no right to use force him- 

self to enforce his billet, and for this offence I have ordered 
that he may be brought to trial before a General Court 
Martial, and you will appear as evidence against him, 
but his horse must remain in your stable, on which it is 
billeted. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

c / f Wellington. 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart* 

^ My dear Sir, ‘Freneda, 4th February, 181 2. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 30th. I agree entirely 
with you that, notwithstanding all your efforts, matters are 
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become worse, and I am almost at tlie end of my inventions 
and resources to keep them afloat. I have this day written 
to Dorn M. Forjaz a letter which I hope he will show to the 
Governors of the Kingdom. 

^ The object which I had in view for Hill was to destroy 
the enemy’s bridge and establishments at Almaraz. By 
this measure I should cut off the communication between 
the northern and southern armies, and the army of Portugal 
would have been obliged to go round by Toledo, to raise 
the siege of Badajoz. This would have been important; 
but nothing can rouse these people to a sense of their duty. 
I shall not stay much longer. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

^ His Excellency "WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart. 

" P, S. Since I Avrote the above Marshal Beresford has been 
here, and I have gone through the estimates for January 
with him, which were transmitted in your letter of the 14tli 
of January. It is very desirable to ascertain as nearly as 
can be done by estimate, what is the expense of the military 
establishments of Portugal, and to diminish that expense as 
much as possible. It is difficult to guess at the expense 
from the estimates for January, and it is quite impossible to 
say what heads can be diminished, or even entirely dis- 
continued, without seeing the detailed estimates, upon which 
the' general estimates, for the several divisional pay offices 
and departments have been founded. I have no doubt but 
that the expense, real as well as estimated, can be much 
reduced, and I hope brought within the scope of the means 
of the Government. But this can be done only by a strict 
examination into the subject. 

" It is impossible for me to go to Lisbon, and equally so 
for Dom M. Forjaz to come to me. Marshal Beresford is 
therefore again going to Lisbon, to examine into and settle 
this subject. But in order that lie may not be unnecessarily 
detained, it is desirable that Loin M. Forjaz should have 
prepared for him the detailed estimates, on which the general 
estimates of the several divisional and departmental esti- 
mates, for January as well as February, are founded ; and 
all the information and explanation wliich can be afforded 
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upon every head of charge in the estimates. He expects to 
be able to allot seven days to this examination. 

I have omitted to mention that, provided the Govern- 
ment take measures before the 15th February, to announce 
to the public, and to commence paying interest on the paper 
money, it is a matter of indifference to me when they begin 
to pay, provided it is by the 1st of April. ^ W.’ 

To Lieut. General Graham, 

^ My dear Sir, ‘Freneda, 5tli February, 1812, ll a. m. 

^ I enclose the only intelligence which I have received. 

It is certain that Blake is taken, and probably a very large 
number of men in Valencia. 

" Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut, General Graham, ^ Wellikgton. 

^P. S. The weather does not promise much; but if it 
should be fair, the hounds will go to-morrow morning to 
Pozo Velho at half-past 11. ^ W.’ 

7b His Excellency Charles Btuart, 

^ My dear Sir, ‘Freneda, 5th February, 1812. 

^ I have received your letter of the 31st January. 

appears to know me as little as he does you. I 

had a great deal of conversation with Sydenham upon various 
subjects, and I am not quite certain that I may not have ex- 
pressed to him the sense I felt of the disadvantage under 
which I labored, from not having support in the Brazils to 
the instruments which we used here for our objects, which 
sense I afterwards expressed in a dispatch to you. You will 
recollect that I subsequently requested that you would strike 
out from the dispatch everything upon that subject, as 
having made peace in Europe I did not \Vish to renew the 
war in the Brazils. 

^ I am positively certain, not only that I did not desire 

Sydenham to make any complaint to Lord Wellesley of 

; but I will go farther, and declare positively that 

I desired him to tell Lord Wellesley that it was, in my 
opinion, best to take no further steps to endeavor to have 
the Principal removed from the Government, as it appeared 
from the Prince’s letter to me, received in May, that his 

VOL. viir. 2 Q 
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removal was so very repugnant to his feelings ; that the 
matters which had been in dispute were at an end; and 
that I should endeavor to work on as well as I could. You 
may tell this from me. 

^ I do not know what to say to the order for the removal 
of the Principal. If it were to come direct to Portugal I 
should say it ought to be obeyed, for the same reason that I 
said the order for his appointment ought to be obeyed. But 
it appears that it is sent to England, and entrusted to Lord 
Wellesley’s discretion, who, I think it likely, will entrust it 
to ours. 

^ W e should certainly do better without the Principal. The 
truth is, the man is mad, and he cannot act with common 
sense upon any occasion. But if he were removed from the 
Government, it would be still composed of bad materials ; 
and though we should go on better, as we should get rid 
of the perpetual talking about affairs and doing nothing, 
things would still not go on as we should wish. However, 
upon the whole, I am rather inclined to remove him, but I 
shall not decide until I shall have considered the matter, and 
shall have received your opinion in answer to this letter. 
My own opinion is, that the best remedy would be for the 
Prince to come himself, but as Romana and I used to say of 
Ferdinand, mugerr 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ His Excellency " Wellington. 

Charles Stuart, 

^ P. S. In respect to Vasconcellos, I shall be much obliged 
to you if you will tell Lord Strangford that I am entirely 
indifferent about him. He left me and went to the Brazils 
about his own concerns, and carried a letter from me to re- 
commend him to the Prince’s notice, as an Officer who had 
been in my family. But I neither know nor care about him, 
and the Prince will do well to send him back to Portugal if 
he is troublesome to him. ‘ W.’ 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State, 

^ My Lord, ‘ Freneda, 5t.b February, 1812. 

‘ The weather has been very bad since the 28th of last 
month, and the roads have become so bad, and the rivers arc 
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SO full as to prevent all communication. I have therefore 
received no late intelligence from the interior of Castille ; 
but I know that the enemy have no troops on this side of 
the Tonnes. 

^ Although I have received reports from various quarters 
that General Bonet had evacuated the Asturias, and I have 
reported it to your Lordship, I am inclined to doubt the 
truth of these reports. It is certain that he had concentrated 
his troops at Oviedo, between the 15th and 20th of January, 
and Porlier had occupied Gijon. 

^ General Abadia had put the army of Galicia in movement 
on the 20th, in order to oblige General Bonet to retire from 
Asturias. 

^ I understand that there is in the Madrid Gazette of the 
28th January, the copy of a letter from General Suchet to 
King Joseph, announcing his entry into Valencia, General 
Blake and 16,000 men being prisoners. 

^ No movement of importance has been made in the south, 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ^ Wellington, 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State, 

' My dear Lord, ‘ Freneda, 5th February, 1812. 

" The very bad weather which we had lately must have put 
an end to all our operations and communications by sea, as 
it has by land ; and if it lasts, it must delay the execution of 
our plans in Estremadura. But I still hope I shall be able 
to undertake them at an early period. 

" I cannot promise success ; but it is as well to be prepared 
for the consequences if we succeed ; and I would recommend 
to your Lordship to send to Lisbon 20,000 stands of arms and 
accoutrements, and clothing and equipments for 20,000 men. 

" I enclose the morning state, 

" Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ Wellington. 

To J, Bissett, Esq,, Commissary General, 

/ My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 6th February, 1812. 

Besides the articles already in Ciudad Hodrigo, I should 
wish to throw in about 10,000 lbs. of rice, and about as 
much salt fish. I believe you have none of the former 

2 Q 2 
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within reach, and none of the latter at all. I enclose a 
memorandum of what there is in the Portuguese stores of 
these articles ; and if you should desire to receive them from 
those stores, I will have directions given that they may be 
at your disposal. 

^ It is very desirable that you should send me the returns 
of the forage drawn, in order that I may at an earl}’' period 
put an end to the abuses which you mentioned. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Bissett, Esq.j ^ WELLINGTON. 

Commissary GeneraV 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

^ Sir, ‘Freneda, 6tli February, 1S12. 

^ In addition to the papers transmitted to you in my letter 
of the 26th ultimo, I have now the honor to forward a letter 
and its enclosure from Dr. Fergusson, stating that the mem- 
bers of the University of Coimbra disapproved of the demand 
made by the Vice Rector for payment of the supplies and 
articles of bedding provided for the sick of the British army 
who 'were left under their care ; and that it had never been 
the intention of that body to be reimbursed for what they 
had voluntarily furnished to the British army. 

^ Under these circumstances, I cannot avoid expressing my 
surprise that an application for the payment of this debt 
should have been so repeatedly made by the Portuguese 
Government, without having ascertained the wishes of the 
University upon the subject. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ^ Wellington. 

Charles Stuartl 

To J. Bissett, Esq,y Commissary General, 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 7th February, 1812. 

" It is desirable that as fast as the tents shall arrive at 
Abrantes, they should be sent on to Elvas. 

at is also desirable, that as soon as the bridge, and the 
bullocks to draw it, shall arrive at Abrantes, it should be 
sent on to Elvas. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* J. Bisseii^ Esq., ^WELLINGTON, 

Commissary General' 



1812. 


FRENEDA. 


597 


Major Dicksoyi, B. A, 

‘ My DEAR SlR^ ‘ Freneda, 7th Fehmary, 1812. 

^ I have just received a letter from Admiral Berkeley, from 
>vhich I learn that all the block carriages which General Rosa 
has, are at Elvas. It will therefore be necessary that you 
should order to Alcacer do Sal from Elvas, block carriages 
for twenty guns besides those for the sixteen 24 pounders. 

^ I do not think it yet decided whether we shall have IS 
pounders or 24 pounders ; but 1 rather think the former. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* Major Dickson, B. A." ‘ W ELLINGTON. 

To Lieut, General Graham, 

‘ My dear Sir, * Freneda, 7th February, 1812, 10 a. m# 

^ I enclose a letter from Salamanca, and one from Grant, 
received last night. 

^ Maucune’s is the 5th division ; and the 25^*^ legere is in 
the 2d, commanded by Clausel, which you will sec is sup- 
posed at Salamanca to bo going to Talavera. 

^ I enclose the report from Castahos’ head quarters of 
Abadia’s operations. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Graham.^ ^ Wellington. 

To Lieut. General Hill. 

^ My DEAR Hill, ‘Freneda, 7th February, 1812. 

‘ I beg you to send 200 men, cither British or Portuguese 
(the latter probabl}" can be sent with least inconvenience), to 
Gastello Branco, and thence forward on the road towards 
Penamacor, till they shall meet with the carronades, when 
they are to relieve a similar party of the 7th division. The 
object of this detachment is to assist the carronades in 
getting on, and I beg the Oifficer may be instructed to 
prevent his men from beating the bullocks, or ill treating 
the drivers. 

‘ I have heard that one of the enemy’s divisions has moved 
towards Talavera, but I am not certain that this report is 
true ; at all events, they cannot interfere with you, if you 
should undertake your operation. 

‘ I have long intended to write to you about Colonel 
Inglis ; as a Colonel on the Staff, senior to Byng, I must 
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employ him to command the brigade in which the 57th are, 
but when the Major Generals all join, I shall be able to make 
an arrangement which will suit Byng equally well, and will 
be equally agreeable to you. 

‘ Believe me. See. 

‘ Lieut. General Hill: " Wellington. 


To Lieut. General Graham. 

^ My dear Sir, * Freneda, 8th February, 1812, 11 a. M. 

Hunting appears out of the question to-day, and I send 
the bearer to wait till a quarter after 12 at Pozo Velho, 
and to go thence to Gallegos. I return Whittingham’s 
letter. 

^ By a letter from Elvas, I learn that the Duque del Infan- 
tado, Villa Vincencio, and Henry O’Donnell, Morqueira, and 
Priver, were appointed Regents. Agar, Blake, and Ciscar, 
were appointed Members of the Council of State. These 
accounts are of the 23d, from Cadiz. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Grahaml ^ Wellington. 

i 

To Lieut. General Graham. 

* My dear Sir, ‘Freneda, 8th February, 1812, 12 at noon. 

‘ I enclose you a letter from my brother ; one from the 
Junta de Avila, which shows that the enemy are moving 
troops towards Talavera ; one from Salamanca of the 4th 
and 5th, which is silent on a report which we had received 
yesterday from the hussars, that the bridge at Salamanca 
was destroyed; and one from Madrid. I am inclined to 
believe the report of the capture of Tarragona, and not that 
of Soria. But you will see that the latter is mentioned in 
the letter from Salamanca. 

' I propose to move Stopford’s brigade in a day or two 
after the guards. This delightful weather will, I hope, dry 
up the roads ; and the heavy ordnance carriages march to- 
morrow, 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut. General Graham. " WELLINGTON. 

‘ P. S. I enclose a letter from Blanckley *, received last 
night. ^ W.’ 

♦ Lieut. Blanckley, 23d Royal Welsh. Fusiliers. 
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To Lieut, General Hill, 

^ My dear Hill, ‘Freneda, 9 th February, 1812, 8 a.m. 

^ I have just now received a report from Plasencia, that 
Brenier s division is at Talavera, with detachments at Naval- 
moral, and Oropesa. I do not think that this intelligence 
need prevent your expedition, if you should tliink that other 
matters suit. 

" Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut, General Hill,' ^ Wellington. 


To Lieut, General HilL 

‘ My dear Hill, ‘ Freneda, 9th February, 1812. 

^ I enclose a copy of General St. Pol’s letter, with that 
part of it which was in cypher deciphered. I likewise 
enclose a letter from the Senate of Portalegre, upon which I 
request you to do what may be expedient. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut, General Hill.' ‘ WELLINGTON. 


To Major General Cooke. 

<■ Sir, ‘ Freneda, 9th February, 1 812. 

" In answer to your letter (No. 47) of the 25th of January, 
I request that you will send Major General Ross to Cartha- 
gena, to relieve Colonel Lambert in the command of the 
troops at that place. 

Major G eneral Ross is to draw a table allowance of thirty 
shillings per diem. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Major General Cooke.' ‘ WELLINGTON. 

To the Right Ho7i. Henry Wellesley. 

‘ My dear Henry, ‘ Freneda, 9th February, 1812. 

^ I have received your letters to the 27th. There is 
nothing new here ; we are going on with the works at 
Ciudad Rodrigo, of which, as well as of the magazines in the 
place, we are not only defraying all the expense, but our 
soldiers are the laborers who execute them. This is what is 
called Spanish enthusiasm 1 But 1 have no doubt of the 
good will of the people ; only of the abilities of their chiefs 
to call it into action. 

I enclose a number of a newspaper which has lately made 
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its appearance ; and T wish particularly to draw your attention 
to the paragraph inserted in the last page. 

^ The license to publish anything upon military opera- 
tions, whether true or not, which results from the liberty of 
the press, is a very great inconvenience, particularly to an 
army comparative!}^ small, which must seize opportunities to 
avail itself of favorable circumstances, &c. &c* But that 
inconvenience is increased tenfold when a military official 
body publish a newspaper, containing statements and obser- 
vations upon military transactions. Any editor may happen 
to stumble upon a fact or reasoning, of which it would be 
important for the enemy to have information ; but the Staff, 
the official editors, must be supposed to have the information 
which they publish. 

^ The contents of the paragraph marked in the enclosed 
paper are positively false; but under existing circumstances, 
the publication is not less likely to have mischievous conse- 
quences than if the contents were true. There is no person 
who knows anything of the state of affairs in this country, 
who doubts, that if the French believe that paragraph, and 
choose to make the exertion, they must prevent us from 
carrying into execution our design, whatever may be the 
extent of the force which I shall collect. Surely therefore, 
it is worthy of the attention of the Government at least 
to prevent official bodies from publishing such mischievous 
nonsense. 

^ I do not see why the Staff are to publish a newspaper at 
all ; and if they do, surely what they publish should be strictly 
and literally true. Is the statement in the enclosed paper 
regarding the Spanish armies true or false ? 

^ Ever yours most affectionately, 

^ The Right Hon. H. Wellesley^ f Wellington. 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, lltb February, 1812 . 

‘ I have given directions that cattle may be purchased, to 
the amount of 15,000 dollars, to be distributed among the 
villages in this country, and I shall be very much obliged 
to you if you will let me know on what principle you have 
proceeded in your distributions. 

^ I think I can fix the proportion to be sent to each village ; 
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but how are those sent to a village to be disposed of? 
Are they to belong to any particular class of inhabitants;, or 
are they to be common property ? If the latter^ ^Yho is to 
take care of them ? How are the poorer classes to get the 
proportion of their labor ? Would it be advisable to fix a 
small hire on the use of them, the surplus of which, after 
paying for their food and the care of them, should be em- 
ployed to increase the stock of the village ? 

^ Let me know what you have done on this subject. 

Believe me, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ^ WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart, 

To the Ea7'l of Liverpool, Secretary of State, 

' My DEAR Lord, ‘ Freneda, 11th Febmaiy, 1812. 

" I beg leave to suggest to your Lordship the expediency 
of sending before the end of April the reinforcements which 
you intended for this army. I am convinced that all the 
regiments suffered much from receiving their men late in 
the summer of last year. 

^ It is also very desirable that we should soon have a 
reinforcement of horses for the artillery ; the dep6ts of the 
cavalry will of course provide for the several regiments. 

^ While on the subject of the artillery, I would beg to 
suggest to your Lordship the expediency of adding to the 
Engineers’ establishment a corps of sappers and miners. It 
is inconceivable with what disadvantage we undertake any- 
thing like a siege for want of assistance of this description. 
There is no French coiys eVarmee which has not a battalion 
of sappers and a company of miners. But we are obliged 
to depend for assistance of this description upon the regi- 
ments of the line ; and although the men are brave and 
willing, they want the knowledge and training which are ne- 
cessary. Many casualties among them consequently occur, 
and much valuable time is lost at the most critical period 
of the siege. 

^ I shall be very much obliged to your Lordship if you 
will desii'e that the Storekeeper General may take some 
measures to insure the supply of articles by his department 
of a bettor description. Everything in the way of intrenching 
and cutting tools supplied by his department is so bad as to 
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be almost useless ; and indeed all the stores supplied by this 
department are nearly of the same description. It would be 
cheaper for the public to pay larger prices, if that is neces- 
sary, in order to get better goods. The troops would be 
saved much inconvenience, and a vast expense would be 
saved, which is now incurred in transporting these stores to 
the army to replace those worn out in consequence of their 
being so very bad. It is really shameful that the public 
should be so badly served. 

^ I cannot say that the intrenching and cutting tools sup- 
plied by the Ordnance are better. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Bari of Liverpool: ^ W ELLINGTON. 

" P. S. The cutting tools which we have found in Ciudad 
Rodrigo belonging to the French army are infinitely better 
than ours. Is it not shameful that they should have better 
cutlery than we have ? ^ W.’ 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State, 

^ My Lord, ‘ Freneda, llth February, 1812. 

^ In order to facilitate the measures to be adopted to 
secure a supply of long forage for the cavalry and other 
horses of the army in the course of the current year, I beg 
leave to recommend that 1000 scythes with their handles 
may be sent to the Tagus to the Commissary General, and 
that they may arrive before the end of April. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Earl of Liverpool? ^ Wellington. 

To Lieut, General Graham, 

* My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 12th February, 1812, 10 a.m. 

^ I have received this morning from General Hill a report 
on the road to the bridge at Almaraz, from which it is evi- 
dent, that the object which I had in view for his expedition 
cannot be accomplished. There is but one road to the river 
Tagus between the junction of the Tietar and that of the 
Ibor, and that passes under the tower of Mirabete ; so that 
it would be impossible to get hold of the boats. 

^ I think, however^ that it may be desirable hereafter to 
destroy the enemy’s works on the left of the Tagus. 
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^ I received last night from General Castanos a note, in 
which he tells me, that the report still prevailed at Madrid 
on the 28th, that Tarragona and Soria had been taken. 
It was not believed that Valencia had been taken, as the 
French had prevented all communication with that place, 
and it was reported that the contest there still continued 
on the 18th. 

The extract which was sent to me of the Madrid 
Gazette,” containing Sachet’s letter to the King, was of the 
28th of January. 

. ‘ Montbrun was expected to return to Toledo on the 29th ; 
and it is said tliat Foy had returned from Valencia with 
2000 men. I should think this a mistake, as we had before 
accounts of Foy’s having marched upon Valladolid. 

^ Upon conversing with General 5orthwick and Mr. Lyth, 
regarding the horses of Captain Thompson’s brigade, they 
were of opinion that they could draw to Niza the three 
ammunition waggons empty. Their ammunition, therefore, 
and the forge cart and wheel cart, only go into Almeida. 
There is ammunition in Abrantes, and there are fifty 
French horses at Coimbra, and some at Lisbon. I hope, 
therefore, that we shall be able to equip this brigade again 
as it ought to be. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut, General Graham.^ ^ Wellington. 

To Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ My DEAR Hill, ‘ Freneda, 12th February, 1812. 

^ I have received your letter of the 16th, and I agree with 
you in thinking that you would not succeed in obtaining 
possession of the enemy’s boats on the Tagus near Almaraz, 
although you might destroy their works. This last is not 
so important an object, and, at all events, this is not the 
moment at which it ought to be attempted; but it is 
desirable that we should keep this object in view ; that we 
should have, as far as possible, all the preparations made for 
the operation ; and that we should endeavor to acquire all 
the information to be procured on these works ; but it will 
be desirable that you should not draw away the six boats 
from Villa Velha during the period at which the river will 



604 


PORTUGAL. 


1812. 


be swelled, and. then not farther than Niza till I shall 
request you to do so. 

^ I enclose some information which I have received re- 
garding the works on the Tictar and Tagus. The drawing 
is by a different person from him who has sent the written 
account. You will see that in some trifles they do not 
agree exactly ; but the man who made the drawing was in 
the \vorks as a Avorkman. I have examined him, and he is 
positive on all the points to which he has spoken. Let me 
have these papers again. 

I shall be very much obliged to you if you will desire 
Lieut. Hillier to report whether the right or the left bank 
of the Kio del Monte is the highest at the bridge on the 
high road from Jaraicejo to Truxillo, as well as where the 
road from Deleytosa to Truxillo crosses the same stream, 

^ I shall likewise be much obliged to you if you will have 
the course of the different streams examined which fall into 
the north bank of the Guadiana, between what is called the 
Rio Burdalo in the map, which falls into the Guadiana above 
Merida, and the Gevora, and see whether any of them would 
afford a position which would cover the siege of Badajoz on 
that side of the Guadiana. The upper part of the Rio 
Burdalo might bo looked at ; the lower possibly could not ; 
but it wuld be desirable to know which bank is the highest. 

^ Believe me, &a 

‘ Lieut, General HilV ‘ Wellington. 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 12th February, 1812. 

^ I have received your letter of the Sth, and I have 
perused with much interest Dom M. Forjaz’ paper on the 
estimates, which is perfect as to arrangement, but not very 
satisfactory as to the amount of expense. The truth is, 
and it will very soon be discovered, that all the depart- 
ments have gone on a very large scale of estimate of their 
expenses, and the real amount cannot now be discovered. 

‘ I see that Cardozo estimates a ration of bread at 120 
reis, and one of etape at 100 reis. Then he estimates 
carriage for the whole. But the rations cannot cost this 
sum if he does not include the expense of the carriage. 
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‘ Then I do not know how he makes out 70,000 ra 
be issued, besides those issued by the British commissarhttr^ 
I imagine he includes the whole effective militia as beinsr 
under arras, whereas there is but little of it ; and he takes 
the gross numbers of the army without striking off those in 
the hospitals, provided for in the hospital estimates, or the 
regiment at Cadiz ; but we shall, at last, get to the bottom 
of this subject, and shall know pretty nearly what is the 
real expense of the army. The provision for it ^vill be more 
difficult. 

' I am certain that the Government will at last be obliged 
to set seriously to work to reform the abuses in the Lisbon 
Custom House. I am informed that smuggling now prevails 
to a greater degree than ever, particularly by the Americans. 
The revenue produced by the Customs, particularly of the 
outports, is ridiculously small; yet the Customs are the 
principal branch of the revenue. The tobacco contract 
should likewise produce much more than it does, and so 
should the income tax. The naval expenses must be en- 
tirely discontinued. 

^ I rather believe it would be better for us to supply the 
flour, &c. required by the Portuguese commissariat than 
that your bills should come into the market ; but upon this 
point Mr. Pipon can give you an opinion. At all events we 
might give as much as is required at present. 

" If ever the Bishop should return to Oporto, he will be 
worse than ever he was. His return must be prevented 
coute qui coute ; and I- shall be obliged to you if you will 
mention this, my opinion, to Lord Strangford. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

^ His Excellency ^Wellington. 

Charles Stuart.' 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 
vMy Lord, ‘ Freneda, 12th February, 1812. 

The enemy have but few troops at Salamanca and in the 
owns on the Tormes ; and it appears that Marshal Marmont 
has cantoned the right of his army on the Duero, at Toro 
and Zamora, the centre in the province of Avila; and that ^ 
one division, the 6th, has returned to Tala vera and the 
valley of the Tagus. 
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I have not received the reports of General Abadia’s 
movement from Galicia. I understand that he was about 
to attack Astorga, but that he retired to Villa Franca in the 
beginning of the month ; and General Cabrera, who had 
advanced to La Baneza, fell back upon Puebla de Sanabria, 
in consequence of the enemy being in strength at Benavente. 

‘ I conclude that the right of the army of Portugal had 
moved upon Benavente from Zamora, and he communicated 
with Bonet, who it is stated had evacuated the Asturias. 
I am not certain, however, of this last fact, notwithstanding 
that it has been so often repeated ; and it is now said that 
some of Bonet’s troops are at La Baheza. 

The detachment of the Conde de Amarante’s troops, 
which had occupied Puebla de Sanabria when General 
Cabrera moved upon La Baheza, have retired into Portugal, 
in consequence of the Spanish troops having retired. 

^ I have not received any late intelligence from the eastern 
coast. 

" I have received reports from Madrid, as well as from 
other quarters, that General Lacy had taken Tarragona on 
the 18th of January, and that the guerrillas had taken Soria; 
but it is impossible to give credit to reports of this de- 
scription, notwithstanding that these reports have arrived 
from so many distinct quarters, that they would appear 
entitled to some credit. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

' The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ Wellington. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

^ My dear Lord, ‘ Freneda, 12tli February, 1812. 

I have omitted to reply to your letter of the 8th of 
January regarding a successor to Admiral Berkeley. Of the 
two persons proposed, I believe that Admiral Martin would 
suit us best. 

^ I h6pe that it is not likely we shall have to embark ; 
and even if we should, it would be desirable that the 
Admiral on the station should be not only a man capable of 
making the necessary arrangements, but one of a conciliating 
disposition. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State, 

‘ My dear Lord, ‘ Freneda, 12tli February, 1812. 

" I have considered the objections stated in your letter of 
the 18th December to the proposition which I had made 
that a certain sum in Exchequer bills should be deposited 
in the hands of the Commissary General ; and I am still of 
opinion that if Parliament could be brought to consent to 
the measures which must be adopted in order to carry this 
arrangement into execution, it will be expedient to try it. 

" If we should be successful in our operations in the next 
month our further operations will be stopped, unless we can 
command more specie than we have been able to command 
hitherto. We cannot expect to subsist almost exclusively 
on our magazines if we should be able to remove the seat of 
the war farther into Spain ; and however well inclined the 
people of Spain, we may depend upon it that we shall get 
nothing from them excepting for payment in money. 

^ I would not recommend that the Exchequer bills should 
be used in payment for supplies, for that would be, in fact, to 
pay interest for all our debts for which we now pay none, 
without diminishing in any degree the price of the article 
to procure which the debt has been incurred. But I think 
it not unlikely that there may be at Lisbon persons in 
possession of capital, who would lend it upon a British 
public security ; and I have but little doubt that there are 
persons of this description in Spain. It is perfectly true 
that if they knew how to set about it, they may get British 
securities without taking them from the commissariat, but 
they certainly do not know how to set about it; and I am 
convinced that there are some riding about with their mo- 
ney in a portmanteau, and others with their money buried, 
because they do not know how to convey it to England, in 
which country all know that it would be safe. 

" I may be mistaken in my expectations of getting anything 
for these bills ; but I think the experiment is worth a trial, 
and it can do no harm. 

"You will observe that I do not propose to use these 
securities in any other manner than to raise money on loan, 
consequently there is not much chance of their being so 
numerous as to be liable to forgery. Nor would they in any 
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manner come into competition with the Portuguese paper. 
The Portuguese paper is forced into circulation by the law ; 
and its price is kept up, first, and principally, by our 
receiving it in its legal proportion in payment for bills upon 
the Treasury ; and, secondly, by the prosperous state of the ' 
war in respect to Portugal. The price of the Portuguese 
paper is connected witli the rate of exchange. When the 
discount on Portuguese paper falls, the discount on our 
bills on the Treasury rises, and vice versa. The value of the 
Portuguese paper will rise when the Portuguese Government . 
shall perform thoir engagements and pay the interest on it ; 
but I do not see how it can be affected by our borrqwing 
money on Exchequer bills, unless, indeed, we should be able 
to borrow so much on these bills as not to render it neces- 
sary to draw upon the Treasmy, which is not very probable. 

Although I think we shall be able to raise some money 
on these bills, I do not think, that the sum will ever be so 
considerable as that we shall experience any difficulty in 
paying the interest. This must of course be provided for ; 
and we must take care to pay the interest whatever may be 
the inconvenience. Upon the whole, I think there is a 
chance that this measure will give us a resource, and I ain 
anxious that it should be tried. 

^ Another measure which I have had in contemplation is 
to endeavor to prevail upon the merchants in Lisbon, 
Oporto, Cadiz, Coruna, and the principal trading towns of 
Spain and Portugal, to take the notes of the Bank of 
England as cash. This would give us a very great resource. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Livei'pooi: ^ Wellington. 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart, 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ freneda, 13tli February, 1812. 

" I agree with you and Marshal Beresford in thinking that 
it would be desirable to lighten the military expenses as 
much as possible ; but to remove the payment of certain 
allowances, which must be paid, from one chest to another^ 
is not lightening the military expenses, but multiplies 
business \ and it will afford to the Treasury an excuse fox 
not applying to the military chest all sums that can be 
spared from other services. I am afraid that the pensipns 
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to reformados, &c. must be paid, and if that is the case they 
might as well be paid by one chest as another. 

^ I am rather sanguine in my expectations, that when the. 
actual expense of one month shall have been ascertained, 
and the aiTear put out of the question, it will be found that 
we are not far short in funds. 

‘ The departments in which it appears to me that retrench- 
ments can be made are the medical department ; the public 
worlvS, such as repairs and additions to Elvas, Abrantes, &c. ; 
and the workshops under Fava. I suspect also that the pay 
offices estimate pay for establishments and not actual numbers. 

^ Le Cor did not mention the desertion of all our drivers, 
as he was not aware of it. They have since been replaced 
by ordenanza, who were to relieve each otlier ; but they 
have deserted as well as the others. It really becomes quite 
impracticable to carry on any service in Portugal, unless 
the Portuguese Government will assist with their influence, 
and will punish those who neglect their duty. 

^ I must report my opinion on these subjects to the British 
Government, and I will not stay after the siege of Badajoz. 

* Believe me, &c. 

^ Hu Excellency " WELLINGTON. 

Charles StuartJ 

To Major General Peacocks, 

^ My dear Sin, ‘Freneda, 1 4th February, is 12 . 

" I request that the persons you mention in your letter of 

the 10th February, viz,, the sergeant major des 

Sapeurs, 2 ind Adjvtant dcs Travaux, and a French 

miner, may be sent in charge of a steady non-commissioned 
officer, whose name I request you to let me know, to 
Estremoz, there to wait till 1 shall send for them*. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

^ Major General Peacocks ' ^ Wellington. 

To Lieut General Sir Stapleton Cottony Bart, 

^ My dear Cotton, ‘ Freneda, 16th February, 1812, 10 A, M. 

^ I received yesterday your letter of the 12th. I have no 
objection to the arrangement which you propose in respect 

* These men were afterwards employed in the new establishment forming 
called Sappers and Miners. 

VOL, Vlll. 2 R 
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to the horse artillery, if the Captains of the troops of horse 
artillery have no objection. I am rather inclined to believe, 
however, that it would be very inconvenient to the horse 
artillery to have any persons attached to them who are not 
mounted. 

^ You will make your own arrangements on this subject 
respecting the two troops attached to the cavalry. If you 
wish to attach dragoons to Ross’ troop, or to the troop in 
the 7th division, I must give orders about it. 

I have written to England respecting remount horses 
for the whole cavalry, and have recommended that they 
should come out at an early period in the season. It would 
be very desirable that the horse appointments should be at 
Lisbon, and a sufficient number of the men at least to bring 
up the horses as they shall arrive. 

^ I am glad to find you are getting on well with forage. I 
will speak to the Commissary General about the full ration 
of corn. 

" I have ordered Hervey and Slade to begin their march, 
to go very slow,* and to halt, if possible, every second day ; 
the 4th dragoon guards not to move. I shall move the 5tli 
dragoon guards soon into the Alentejo, in order to make 
room for the other troops on their march ; and General Lo 
Marchant’s brigade will be the first assembled. The Ger- 
mans are ordered to Santarem, and will come up to Golegao. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

^ Lieut, General ^Wellington. 

Sir S, Cotton, Bart. 

" P, S. 1 shall be very much obliged to you if you will 

desire Captain to write his letters to the Quarter 

Master General in a legible hand. I am obliged to get 
them copied before I can decide upon what he reports. 

^ w; 

To the Juiz de Fora de Niza- 


^ Sir, * Frcneda, 16 th February, 1812 . 

' I have been informed that a person, by name , 

who had been confined in the gaol of Niza, in irons, and who 
I had directed might be sent to the head quarters of the 
Portuguese army, to be tried by the special Commission, for 
purchasing forage from the artillerymen of General Hills 
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corps, has escaped from the gaol, although he was in irons. 
I know perfectly well what that means, and that no indivi- 
dual could escape from gaol if the magistrates and gaolers 
did their duty. 

^ I desire that, immediately upon the receipt of this letter, 
the gaoler who allowed this person to escape may be put in 
confinement in the gaol, preparatory to his trial ; and if that 
is not done, I must adopt other measures to insure the due 
execution of the laws. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Juiz de Fora de Niza^ Wellington. 

To General Victoria, 

^ Sir, * Freneda, 16 tli February, 1812 . 

' 1 have the honor to inform you that I propose to lay 
siege to Badajoz at an early period in next month ; and I 
beg that, without loss of time, you will give directions that 
the fascines, and gabions, and piquets, mentioned in the 
enclosed paper, may be prepared under the direction of the 
Officer of engineers who made those for the last siege. The 
persons who will make them will be paid for each gabion , 
for each fascine forty, for each piquet reis ; and the same 
sum for each will be paid for bringing them to Elvas, pro- 
vided they are brought there by the 4th of next month. 

^ In order to deceive the enemy regarding the application 
of these materials, in case they should hear of their being 
made, I request that they may be lodged near the new work 
which is constructing near Port St. Lucia; but I particularly 
request that you will use your cavalry to prevent all per- 
sons, excepting those who will have a passport from Senhor 
Colonel Brito, from passing the frontier, or from crossing the 
Guadiana between the junction of the Cay a and Jurumenha, 
in order that the enemy may not hear of our preparations. 

' I have the honor to be, See. 

‘ General Victoria, ‘ Wellington. 

‘ P. S. 1800 fascines, six feet long, and one foot thick; 

1800 gabions, three feet long, exclusive of points, an 
one foot six inches in diameter ; 

1500 fascines, four feet long, and six inches thick ; 

2000 fascine piquets, four feet long. ' W.’ 


2r2 
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To Colonel de Brito Mozuiho, 

Sir, ' Freneda, 16 llx February, 1812 . 

^ I enclose a letter for General Victoria, 'vvliich I beg you 
to peruse and deliver to Hin. 

^ I beg you to suggest to him the mode of performing the 
service therein directed in the best manner, and at the same 
time of beeping the design I have in contemplation secret 
from the enemy as long as possible. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

* Colonel de Brito Mozinho: " Wellington. 

To General Don Carlos de Espaiia, 

‘ Sir, * Freneda, 16 th February, 1812 . 

' I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s 
letter of the 13th instant, in regard to the grants of pro- 
visions by the garrison which your Excellency intends to 
place in Ciudad Rodrigo. 

‘ I would beg your Excellency to advert to what has 
passed upon this subject. 

^ First, this place having been taken by the British army, 
I have given it over, with all it contains, to the Spanish 
Government. 

^ Secondly, I have placed in it a reserve of 50,000 rations 
of provisions, which, in addition to the quantity found in the 
place when it was taken by the British army, amounts to 
70,000 rations of provisions, which it is agreed are not to be 
touched till the place shall be invested by the enemyL 

" Thirdly, the breaches in the place are under repair, and 
various improvements are making to the works of the place, 
of which I am not only defraying the expense, but the 
British soldiers are performing the labor. And, 

Fourthly^ and lastly, your Excellency calls upon me to 
supply provisions for the garrison to be in the place, for five 
months to come, having already, as you know, a large army 
under my command to be supplied with every necessary, to 
be drawn from the sea. 

^ I mention these circumstances in this form, in order to 
bring under the eye of your Government the state of this 
important place, and the manner in which it is thrown upon 
the resources of the army under my command, and that they 
and the world may see what is the real nature of the contest 
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in Avliicli we are engaged, and what are the difficulties which 
are thrown upon me, in consequence of the neglect to adopt 
proper measures to supply the wants of the Spanish troops. 

^ I have now the honor to enclose an order to the store- 
keeper of the British magazine at St. Joao da Pesqueira 
to supply to your Excellency, when you shall send for it, 
156,000 lbs. of biscuit, and 25,000 lbs. of rice. The biscuit, 
at a pound for each ration, ought to last for two months ; 
the rice is all of that description that is in store. 

‘ I beg to observe to your Excellency that I can supply 
no meat, nor bacalao : we have none in our stores, not being 
the rations of the British troops. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

"General " Wellington. 

Don Carlos de Espana* 

To Captain General Don F. X. Castanos, 

^ Sir, ‘ Freneda, 16tb February, 1312. 

' I have perused with attention the letter from General 
Giron of the 14th instant, wdiich your Excellency did me 
the honor of putting into my hands yesterday. 

' When a great operation, such as the siege of Badajoz, is 
to be undertaken, it would be most desirable that all the 
troops which the allies can bring forward should be employed 
in it, either immediately or in protecting it, as wo may de- 
pend upon it that the enemy will employ all that they can 
collect to interrupt it. 

^ For several reasons, into which it is not necessary now 
to enter, those composing the 5th army, adverted to by 
General Giron, and those under the command of General 
Ballesteros, cannot be employed cither in the operations of 
the siege of Badajoz, or directly in protecting those opera- 
tions; and it remains to be seen in what manner they can 
be employed, so as to divert the attention and forces of the 
enemy from the measures which it must be expected they 
will adopt to interrupt the siege of Badajoz. 

^ The army of the south, under the command of Soult, is 
the nearest, is that which has most interest in the preserva- 
tion of Badajoz, and is that which has it in its power, from 
local circumstances, to make the movements most likely to 
interrupt the siege of Badajoz by the allies. lf> therefore, 
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the troops of the 5th army, and those under the command 
of General Ballesteros, cannot from circumstances be em- 
ployed in aiding or protecting the operations of the siege, it 
would be most expedient that they should be employed in 
operations which should divert the attention of the enemy 
in some degree from those troops of the allies so engaged ; 
and at all events should produce some benefit to the 
country. 

" It is my opinion - that the most interesting point in 
Andalusia for the enemy is Seville, and that they cannot 
maintain tlie blockade of Cadiz if they should lose possession 
of that point only for one day, whatever may be the result 
of the intended operation against Badajoz. I have therefore 
written to Kis Majesty’s Minister at Cadiz, to suggest that 
General Ballesteros should be reinforced and equipped from 
the stores of Cadiz or Gibraltai*, in such a manner as to 
enable him to move upon Seville, in case the enemy should 
weaken their force in that city. 

" It is my opinion that the employment of the troops 
under the command of Genei'al Morillo, and of the cavalry 
under the Condc de Pcnne Villemur, in the Condado do 
Niebla, on the same object, would have the effect of still 
further drawing the enemy’s attention from the allies en- 
gaged in the siege of Badajoz ; and, on the principle above 
referred to, would be the operation in which they could be 
employed in which, at the moment, they would render most 
service to the cause. 

' I have now considered this question solely in reference 
to the siege of Badajoz, which is the great operation of the 
moment ; but whether it should succeed or should fail, it 
appears to me that the troops above mentioned would he 
equally favorably situated for the plan which must be pursued 
thereafter. 

In regard to the transfer of these troops to Castille, I 
would beg leave to obseiwe to your Excellency. 

‘ First, that it appears that the enemy are fortifying the 
principal posts on the Tormes and the Douro ; and your Ex- 
cellency is aware that neither the troops of the 5th army, 
nor those of the 6th army, can be equipped in such a manner 
as to be able to obtain possession of any of these posts. 
They would therefore only enter the country in order to quit 
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it again when the enemy should return in force ; and they 
could not by any possible chance aid in any manner, even 
by diversion, in the great operation which is now in con- 
templation. 

Secondly, I would observe to your Excellency, that from 
this time till the end of April all operations are imprac- 
ticable for either party in Castille. The enemy cannot 
attack Ciudad Rodrigo ; neither could the troops under the 
command of your Excellency perform any operation in which 
they should be obliged to cross the Tonnes, more particu- 
larly as the enemy have fortified all the essential posts on 
that river, and rendered their attainment hopeless. 

‘ Thirdly, I would beg to observe to your Excellency, 
that weak as is Don Carlos de Espana s division, he has not 
the means of supporting it. One battalion of 800 men is, 
and has been for several months, supported by me at Torre 
de Moncorvo ; and Don Carlos has called upon me to supply 
with provisions, for five months, 2600 men, which he pro- 
poses to place in the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo, besides 
the reserve of provisions for the garrison in case of attack. 
How then can your Excellency expect to supply the troops 
of the 5th army when you bring them to this part of the 
country ? I assure you that the firitish magazines cannot 
afford them support. 

" On every ground, then, of the advantage to be derived 
from the operations of the troops of the 5th army in the 
great operation which we are about to undertake, of the 
state of the seasons, and of the difficulties of subsistence, I 
would recommend that the troops of the 5th army should be 
sent into the Condado de Niebla; of course your Excellency 
is the best judge what ought to be done. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Captain General f Wellington. 

Don F. X, CastaHos." 

To Lieut, General Graham, 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 17th February, 1812, 10 a.m. 

" I enclose the only intelligence which I have received 
since yesterday. You will see that the ist and 4th divisions 
of the army of Portugal are on the left of the Tagus. 

^ The mail is come to the 3ist 
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^ Alava arrived at Cadiz on the 29th, in the morning. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

* Lieuty General Graham.' ‘ Wkllikgton. 

To J. Bisseity Esq.^ Commissary General. 

* Sir, * Freneda, IStli February, IS 12*. 

' I enclose a regulation on means of transport in Portugal, 
which I request may be strictly observed by the Officers of 
the British commissariat. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

' J. Bissett, Esq., ^ Wellington. 

Cornmissary General.^ 

To Lieut. Gemral Graham. 

, My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 18th February, 1812, 9 a m. 

^ I enclose a letter from Lieut. Blancldey. 

' Marmont appears to be spreading his army a good deal. 
^ Some of our concerns to the south are going on well. I 
am not quite so certain of others. Those to whom I was 
obliged to have recourse to get the ordnance I wanted seem 
to be of opinion that there is no more occasion for precision 
in the fire of artillery in a siege than there is in an action 
at sea ! 

^ I hear from General Campbell that he is getting on well. 
I have desired that he might be told that he might give 
leave at Lisbon to any of his young men who would return 
by the 4th of March. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

• Lieut. General Graham' ^ W ELLINGTON. 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

* Sir, ‘ Freneda, 18th February, 1812. 

I have received the translation of the regulation of the 
means of transport in the Kingdom, which I have perused, 
and as far as depends upon me it shall be carried into 
execution. 

observe, however, that although many important 
alterations have been made in the regulation since it was 
first submitted for my opinion, only one of those which I 
suggested has been made, viz., that by which 200 reis for 
^ GKjneral Viscount Wellington was created an Farl on the 18th February/1812. 
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each cart supplied should be given to the magistrates ; and 
I am convinced that this regulation, in its existing state, 
will be, as it is evidently intended by the Government to 
be, as ineffectual for the purpose of carrying on the war, as 
the former regulations on the same subject. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* His Excellency WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart: 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, ISth February, 1812 . 

^ I have received your letter of the 14th, regarding Baron 

. As well as I can recollect, you have an order from 

the Secretary of State to have that person closely observed. 
It is impossible to recollect everything, but I have a dis- 
tinct recollection of our being directed to be on our guard 
respecting this person. 

‘ Let the Portuguese Government do with him what they 
please, excepting to set him at large. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ' WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart. 

^ P. S. I find that the letter which I received respecting 

Baron was from Colonel Torrens, written at the desire 

of the Duke of Brunswick. Let him be detained by all 
means. 

^ It is very desirable that you should send me some more 
of the translations of the regulations regarding means of 
transport. ' W.’ 


To Lieut. General Graham. 

^ My bear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 19tli February, 1812, 9 a.m. 

^ I enclose a letter from Lieut. Blanckley, from which it 
appears that the 6th division only are in the valley of the 
Tagus, and the 2d about Avila. I likewise enclose a letter 
from the Junta de Avila, from which you ivill see how the Gth 
division are cantoned. All the corps mentioned belong to 
that division. 

" I likewise enclose a letter of the 3d from our old cor- 
respondents at Salamanca, and one of the Gth from another 
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person. It appears from the latter, as well as from a letter 
which I have from Silveira, that Bonet has certainly eva- 
cuated Astmias, at least with part of his troops. 

" There are also papers of news from Tordesillas, Valla- 
dolid, and Madrid. From the whole of these papers I have 
a tolerable notion of the position of five of the eight divisions 
under Marmont’s command, viz., Bonet, at La Baneza ; 
Souham, Zamora; the 3d division, Maucune, Salamanca, 
Toro, &c. (the 3 1st and 47th belong to this division) ; the 
2d division, Clausel, Avila; the 6th division, Brenier, Tala- 
vera. I do not know where the 1st, 4th, and 5th are, but I 
should think the 5th are about Benavente, where Silveira 
tells me the enemy are in force ; and the 1st and 4th in the 
rear, probably Medina del Campo, and the back parts of 
Castille. 

‘ You will see also that the guards and other troops of the 
army of the north have marched from Valladolid, but they 
had assembled in large force to relieve Ciudad Rodrigo. 

‘ I send you two papers from Tordesillas and Madrid, 
marked X, which contain some details not in the first men- 
tioned. You will see how the matter stands respecting Soria. 

' I am just going over to Ciudad Rodrigo to see how our 
works arc going on, and shall return to-morrow. 

' A packet has arrived at Lisbon, but we have not yet 
received the mail. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut, General Graham^ ^ Welhistoton. 


To Lieut. General Graham. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 19th February, 1812. 

^ I enclose you some news from Madrid, Talavera, and 
Toledo, a very interesting letter from Grant, and one from 

? giving an account of the force of the 2d division. 

It is stated to be much stronger than we before supposed it ; 

and I write to to request him to endeavor to account 

for its strength by regiments. 

" I likewise enclose a letter from my brother, and one from 
General Cooke. That referred to by my brother is one in 
which he informs me that the Cortes had made me a Grandee, 
which I keep to send to England. 
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^ I recommended tliat Ballesteros should he made as strong 
as possible, and should be equipped to strike at Seville, when 
Soult should move against us. 

Believe me, &c. 

^ Lieut General Graham. ‘ Wellington. 

^ P. S. I enclose an English newspaper of the 9th, in which 
you will see the capitulation of Valencia. ‘ W.’ 

To the Right Hon. Henry Wellesley. 

^ Sir, ‘ Freneda, 19th February, 1812. 

' I enclose the copy of a letter which I have received from 
the Mariscal de Campo, Don Carlos de Esjiaha, in regard to 
the wants of the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo, and the copy 
of my answer which I beg you to lay before the Spanish 
Government. 

^ It is very desirable that measures should be adopted to 
supply Don Carlos de E span a with money. 

" I likewise enclose the copy of a letter from General Giron 
to Captain General Castahos, which the latter put into my 
hands some days ago, regarding the plan of operations to be 
adopted in the month of March, and my answer f , which I 
likewise request you to lay before the Spanish Government. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Right Hon. H. Wellesley J ‘ Wellington. 

To the Right Hon. Henry Wellesley. 

^ Sir, ‘Freneda, 19th February, 1812. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s dis- 
patch of the 31st of January, in which you have enclosed a 
letter of the 29th, from the Secretary of State, Don E. de 
Bardaxi, in which the Secretary of State has conveyed to the 
Officers and troops under my command, and to myself, the 
thanks of the Cortes for the services which they had rendered 
to the cause in the taking of Ciudad Rodrigo. 

‘ I beg that you will request the Secretary of State to 
adopt the most respectful mode of assuring that august 
assembly, that the Officers and soldiers under my command 
are highly sensible of the distinguished honor which has thus 

* See p, 612. t See p. 613. 
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been conferred upon thenij by the approbation expressed by 
the Cortes of their services; and I trust that by a zealous 
discharge of our duty, and by our exertions in the good cause 
in which we are engaged, we shall continue to merit the ap- 
probation of the Cortes. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Bight Hon, H. Wellesley: ‘ Wellington. 

To the Right Ho7i, Henry Wellesley, 
c ‘ Freneda, 19th February, 1812. 

‘ Besides the letter from the Secretary of Statc^ Don E. 
de Bardaxi, of the 29th January, to which I have replied in 
another dispatch, your Excellency enclosed one in your dis- 
patch of the 31st January, from the same Minister, of that 
date, in which his Excellency enclosed the decree of the 
Cortes, passed at the recommendation of the llegcnc}^ by 
which the Cortes have created me a Grandee of Spain, and 
Duque do Ciudad Rodrigo. 

^ I have transmitted this letter and its enclosure to Eng- 
land, to be laid before His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, 
acting in the name and on the behalf of His Majesty, and 
have requested His Royal Highness’ permission to accept 
the honors which the Cortes and Regency of Spain have been 
pleased to confer upon me. 

‘ In the meantime, I beg you to request the Secretary of 
State to convey to the Cortes and the Regency my respectful 
aclcnowledgments for the favor with which thay have viewed 
the services of the Officers and troops under my command, 
and for the high honors conferred upon me, by which they 
have marked their sense of these services. 

‘ I have the honor to bo, &c. 

* The Right Hon, H, Wellesley: ^ Wellington. 

To the Right Hon, Henry Wellesley, 

' My dear Henry, ‘ Freueda, 19tli February, 1812. 

" You will see from my dispatch of this day, &c., what is 
going on. I think it proper, however, besides, to send you a 
very curious paper, which I received last night from General 
Castanos. 

" He some time ago sent me word that he requested 1 
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would supply his head quarters with provisions, as he had 
none, to which I consented. Shortly afterwards he went, and 
fixed himself in Ciudad Rodrigo, although I particularly de- 
sired that Ciudad Rodrigo might be considered solely a place 
de guerre, and that nobody might go there excepting the 
garrison. When I was there the other day to see the works, 
I found that his head quarters were drawing from the com- 
missariat of our 5th division, which were working there, 290 
rations, besides 180 rations which another party of them were 
drawing from Fuentes de Onoro. At this time there were no 
S 2 :)anish troops in Ciudad Rodrigo. 

" I sent O’Lalor over to remonstrate upon this extra- 
vagant waste at a place where it is very inconvenient to 
give anything, and I enclose the papers which he brought 
me back. 

From this you will see how these matters go on. Ex- 
travagant as we are, there is no Officer with us who draws 
more than one ration, the same as a soldier. He besides 
draws a ration for every servant not a soldier. Just ob- 
serve, that for 123 artillerymen and 22 pioneers, making 
145 troops, and some of the staff of the garrison, the Spa- 
niards draw 269 rations ! each Officer drawing three, five, 
six, seven, and as far as sixteen rations ! 

^ Ever yours most affectionately, 

‘ The Right Hon, H, Wellesley: ‘ Wellington. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 
tMy Lord, ‘ Frencda, 19tli February, 1812. 

^ Since I addressed your Lordship on the 1 2th instant, I 
have received intelligence that the 1st and 4th divisions of 
the army of Portugal, and part of General Montbrun's 
cavalry, as well as the 6th division, arc on the Tagus, in the 
neighborhood of Talavera de la Reyna and Toledo. 

^ It is certain that General Bonet evacuated the Asturias 
at the time I received the reports that he had done so in 
January, and I understand that he suffered considerably in 
this operation, as well from the effects of the weather as 
from the operations of a detachment of the army of Galicia, 
and of General Porlicr’s troops. 
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‘ No movement of importance has been made by any of 
the troops composing the army of Portugal since I ad- 
dressed you on the 1 2thL instant. 

‘ The reports which had been in circulation throughout 
Spain, that Valencia had not fallen on the 9th of January, 
as stated in the enemy’s gazettes, have been contradicted, 
and no doubt is now entertained of that misfortune. It is 
reported that Marshal Suchet, having left a garrison of 8000 
men in Valencia, had marched in the end of January to the 
relief of Tarragona. 

" The report that that place has fallen still prevails, but I 
have received no confirmation of it on which I can rely. 

There is no doubt that the guerrilla chiefs had posses- 
sion of the town of Soria, as stated in my dispatch of the 
12th instant, but the French troops retired to the castle, 
which the guerrillas could not take, and the latter after- 
wards evacuated the town. 

^ These parties continue to increase, and their operations 
become every day more important. Saormil has lately in- 
terrupted the communications of the army of Portugal, in 
Upper Castille, near Medina del Cam])o, and he tooF about 
100 prisoners near that town ; and the party of Cucsta 
attacked a body of French infan tiy, which crossed the Tictar, 
and obliged them to retire with considerable loss. 

‘ My last letters from Cadiz are of the 31st January. 
The enemy was making no movement of importance on that 
side. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Earl of Livei'pooV ^ WELLINGTON. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State, 

My dear Lord, * Freneda, 19th February, 1812. 

‘ I enclose a paper which has been sent to me by Major 
Dachenhausen, who was lately recommended to me by your 
Lordship, at the instance, I believe, of General Gwyn. I 
know nothing of the plan it contains ; but I have thought it 
proper to send it to your Lordship as it has been sent to me. 

Believe me, &c. 


' ‘ The Earl of Liverpool S 


‘ Wellington. 
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To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State- 
‘ My Lord, ‘ Freneda, 19th February, 1812. 

^ I have the honor to enclose the copy of a dispatch from 
Mr. Wellesley *of the 31st January, enclosing two letters 
from the Secretary of State, Don E. de Bardaxi ; one of the 
29th January conveying a vote of thanks of the Cortes to 
the Officers and troops under my command for their conduct 
at the taking of Ciudad Rodrigo; the other of the 31st 
January from the same Minister, enclosing a decree of the 
Cortes, passed at the recommendation of the Regency, by 
which the Cortes have created me a Grandee of Spain of 
the first class, and Duque de Ciudad Rodrigo. 

‘ I beg your Lordship will lay these letters before His 
Royal Highness the Prince Regent, and will request His 
Royal Highness’ permission for me to accept the honors 
conferred upon me by the Cortes and Regency of Spain. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ Wellington. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

‘ My dear Lord, ‘ Freneda, 19th February, 1812. 

' I received by the last post your letter marked secret,” 
of the 24th January. All my arrangements preparatory to 
the attack of Badajoz are in train, and I believe getting on 
well; some of the troops have marched for the Alentejo, 
and others will follow soon ; and I intend to go myself the 
last, as I know that my removal from one part of the coun- 
try to the other will be the signal for the enemy that the 
part to which I am going is to be the scene of active 
operations. 

‘ The train which you proposed to send will not be in 
time, I hope : but it is as well that wc should have it, in case 
of accidents. I am not unprovided with some means of a 
good description for this enterprise. The weather has lat- 
terly favored us wonderfully. 

Pray let us have plenty of horses for cavalry and artil- 
lery, and the reinforcements for our infantry, as early as you 
can. If we should succeed at Badajoz, I propose to push 
our success early in the year as far as I can. 

^ I enclose the morning state. 
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^ Mr. Perceval has told me that I should receive a letter 
from you on another subject^ which has not yet reached me. 

' Believe me, &c. 

* The Earl of Liverpool.' ^ M^ELLINGTON. 

To Lieut. General Graham. 

^ My dear Sir, ‘Freneda, 20tli February, 1812, 10 a.m. 

‘ I enclose a letter from , and its enclosure, which 

I believe is from the Portuguese . 

^ Dc Lancy has a letter from OflFeney, stating that Foy had 
inarched with a detachment by the Puerto de San Vicente 
on Guadalupe ; but he had returned one march. He had 
not been able to bring either cannon or carriages ; and I 
think that this was a reconnaissance to see whether they 
could communicate with the 5th corps by that route. There 
is a report that they were repairing the roads in that direction. 

^ There is nothing new on this side. I am going to Ciu- 
dad Kodrigo to-morrow. 

' Believe me, &c. 

" Lieut. General Graham: ^ Wellington. 


To . 

< Sir, ‘Freneda, 22d February, 1812. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 20th. I shall be glad 
"to keep up the correspondence which you mention with Na- 
valmoral^ and request you to let me know what will be the 
expense. 

‘ I observe what you have said in your letter of the 
strength of the second division in the province of Avila, and 
you will observe how inconsistent that account, which I be- 
lieve to be true, is with the accounts which you before gave 
of the total strength of the army of Portugal. I now enclose 
a list of the divisions and of their Generals, and of the regi- 
ments of the army of Portugal, including the divisions of 
Generals Souham and Bonet, and the cavalry. I request 
you to inquire how many battalions there are in each of 
those named regiments at present, and how many men pre- 
sent under arms in each battalion, and where each battalion 
is ; the name of the Colonel of each regiment, and of the 
chief of each battalion ; how the regiments are classed in 
brigades, and the names of the General Officers command- 
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ing brigades. You need not be in a burry about getting 
tins information^ but you will consider it to be an object on 
which I want to have accurate information^ and you will get 
it for me as soon as you can with convenience. 

^ I have the honor to bC;, &c. 

‘ ^ Welltkgton. 

^P. S. 23d February. Since w’^riting the above, I have 
received your second letter of the 20th. As the money has 
been paid by your direction to the person who wrote the 
letter you enclosed, it shall be refunded by me, but in future 
you must not disburse such large sums without my orders. 
I had determined that I would give that person no more 
money, as he is of no use whatever. ^ W/ 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart, 

^ Sir, ‘ Freneda, 22d Fetoary, 1812. 

^ I enclose an extract from the General Orders of the 
army, containing the proceedings and sentence of a General 
Court Martial, of which Colonel Inglis is President, on the 

trial of Lieut. of the — regiment, on a complaint of 

the master of the Golden Lion at Lisbon. 

"At the same time I enclose an extract of the minutes of 
the evidence, containing the testimony of Lieut. Wright, 
36th regiment, showing the treatment which the Officers of 
the British army receive in that house. 

" Notwithstanding that I have confirmed and put into 
execution the sentence of the General Court Martial on 

Lieut. , I must say that the Officers of the British army 

have, and particularly Lieut. , reason to complain in 

being obliged to go to such a house as the Golden Lion, 
and in being obliged to submit to the insolence and ill 
treatment of the landlord and his waiters. 

" I beg you to lay these papers before the Portuguese 
Government, and to make my request that the police may 
be directed to warn the master of the Golden Lion, and his 
waiters, of the necessity of behaving themselves respectfully 
to the Officers of the army. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ His Excellency ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Charles Stuart,' 

VOL. VIII. 2 S 
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To Lieut, Colonel Fletcher, 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 23d February, 1812, 9 A. m. 

" In the memorandum which you gave me on Saturday 
last for the construction of your gabions and fascines at 
Elvas, you inserted the dimensions of the gabions to be 
three feet high, exclusive of points, and one foot six inches 
in diameter. It appears to Colonel Brito, as well as to me, 
that this is a mistake ; and I beg to hear from you imme- 
diately whether you wish that they should be one foot six, 
or two feet six inches in diameter. 

Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut, Colonel Fletcher: " Wellington. 


To Colonel de Brito Mozinho, 

^ Sir, ‘ Freneda, 23d February, 1812. 

^ Since I wrote to you this morning I have heard from 
Fletcher ; and I find that he intended that the g^-bion 
should be only one foot and a half in diameter ; but as this 
appears to me to be too small, I beg that they may be made 
two feet in diameter, till you shall hear further from me. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Colonel de Brito Mozinho: ^ Wellington. 


To Lieut, Colonel Fletcher, 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 23d February, 1812. 

" I received this evening your letter of this day, by Cap- 
tain Canning. Probably it did not occur to you that a 
gabion eighteen inches diameter would not cover a man. 
Every man, even the smallest, occupies twenty inches ; and 
the gabion ought at least to cover him. Besides, the 
gabion of one foot and a half in diameter does not contain 
much more than half the solid space of one of two feet and a 
half. 

^ Adverting to the reasons first mentioned, I have written 
to Brito to desire that the gabions might be two feet in 
diameter ; and I beg to hear from you before the post shall 
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go on the morning of the 25th, whether yon continue to 
think that they should be one foot and a half. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

^ Lieut. Colonel Fletcher, ‘ Wellington. 

^ P. S. I have just received your letter of the 23d, regard- 
ing the march of a company of artificers to Elvas. I have 
given orders, that if any Officer applies to the Quarter Mas- 
ter General at Lisbon for a route to Elvas for a company of 
artificers, he is to have it. But who is th e Officer to apply. 
Who is to give him his orders to apply ? 

‘W.’ 

To Major Dickson, R,A, 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 23d February, 1812. 

‘ I received only this evening your letter of the 18th. I 
do not know what answer you were to expect from me upon 
the subject of the Eussian 18 pounders. I wrote to the 
Admiral to express my disappointment; but there was 
no use in writing to you. You could not mend the matter; 
and there was no use in discussing with you by letter the 
recources which occurred to my mind to extricate us from 
the scrape into which we had got, notwithstanding all the 
pains I had taken to avoid it. 

^ I do not know whether the Admiral will send you 
English guns or not. If he should not, we must separate 
carefully, and mark, tlie English, the Russian, and the Por- 
tuguese shot; and we must use those of each nation in 
different batteries. The artillery Officers must then calcu- 
late upon the windage of the different descriptions of shot in 
their charges, and the direction and elevation of their guns ; 
and as the shot in each battery will always be the same, 
there will not be so much difficulty in managing these pieces 
as we experienced in the last siege, under similar circum- 
stances. 

^ I hope, however, that if the Admiral has them, he will 
send English 18 pounders. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

^ Wellington. 

2 s2 


* Major Dickso7i, R,A^ 
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To His Excellency Charles Stuart, 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 23d February, 1812. 

^ I have received your letter of the 20th, and I am very 
sorry that any inconvenience should have been experienced 
in consequence of any order of mine. As, however, I am 
responsible for the supply of the British army, and of that 
part of the Portuguese army which is supplied by the British 
commissariat, and of that part of the Portuguese army 
which is not so supplied, it is natural that I should wish to 
be acquainted with the contents of our magazines before 
I order that any issue should be made; and adverting to 
the amount, and the causes of the demands made upon 
our magazines since December last, it is natural that I 
should not allow any issues to be made from them without 
orders from the Commissary General, after consulting my 
opinion. 

/ The order which has been lately repeated to Mr. Pipon 
on this subject has been frequently given before. I am not 
aware of the exact terms in which it was lately given to Mr. 
Pipon; but as Mr. Pipon was aware from the communication 
of the paragraph of my letter to you, that it was left to him 
to make the advance of the grain, or to give the drafts of the 
money, he might have ventured to begin to make the ad- 
vance of the grain without waiting for the result of further 
reference to head quarters. I directed, however, this morn- 
ing, that the answer to the reference should be given ; viz., 
that he ’was to give immediately as much of the grain of all 
descriptions as could without inconvenience be spared from 
our magazines, and the remainder of the amount of the 
demand when it should be convenient to us to spare it. I 
can do no more. 

* I observe the attempt of Dom M. Foijaz, &c., to throw 
upon us the inconvenient consequences of wanting this grain, 
and not having it immediately. If they had the whole of it 
at this moment in their possession, they could not use it, 
excepting for sale. I mill lay my life that they mill not 
carry one third of the quantity from the sea coast in six 
months, 

* I know nothing about the supply of money to the 
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military cliest. I am very certain that the Portuguese 
Government have^, in money and kind, received more than 
their subsidy from the departments of this army in the last 
year. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ His Excellency " W ELLIKGTON. 

Charles Stuart,^ 

MEMORANDUM 

, To he submitted to Captain General Don JP. X. Castahos. 

* 24tli February, 1812. 

The British army being now in march towards the Alen- 
tejo, for the purpose of attacking Badajoz eventually, it is 
desirable to consider what plans the enemy may follow, and 
what are our means of resisting them. 

^ First. They may move their whole force, including the 
divisions of Souham and Bonet, into Estremadura, leaving 
Castille and Leon to their fate, as they have done here- 
tofore ; or they may move only a part of their force into Es- 
tremadura, leaving a part to occupy the principal points in 
those kingdoms. 

" Secondly. Leaving the army of the south, aiid the three 
divisions of the army of Portugal, now on the Tagus, and the 
cavalry, to oppose the allied British and Portuguese army in 
Estremadura in the best manner they can, they may attack 
the kingdom of Galicia with the remainder of the army. 

^ Or, thirdly, they may attack the frontiers of Portugal by 
the north of the Douro. 

^ Or, fourthly, they may pass the Ague da by the fords 
below Ciudad Kodrigo, cut off the communication between 
Ciudad Rodrigo and Almeida : or even pass the Coa, and 
cut off the communication between those places and the 
interior of the country. 

‘ The operation which I have stated in the first instance is 
that which it is most probable the enemy will follow; and 
that they will leave the divisions of Bonet and Souham to 
occupy the kingdoms of Castille and Leon. 

" It will then become a question, what operation the troops 
of Galicia shall carry on, which must be decided by the rela- 
tive force of the allies and of the enemy, and by the state in 
which the enemy shall leave the towns on the Douro and the 
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Tormes which they are fortifying, and by the degree of 
equipment for attaching those works with which General 
Ahadia can provide himself. 

^ If the enemy should adopt this supposed plan, it would 
be desirable not only that Don Carlos de Espaha should 
take the field in Castille with all that he can venture to draw 
from the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo ; but that Don Julian 
Sanchez, Saormil, and all the chiefs of parties of guerrillas 
should co-operate with him in order to do the enemy as 
much mischief as possible, and that the troops even in Biscay 
should be put in motion. 

' The Portuguese General Officers north of the Douro 
have xmder their command of regular troops only small 
detachments of cavalry. These could not with propriety be 
moved to a greater distance from the Portuguese frontier ; 
but the Portuguese General Officers shall have orders to 
support with their cavalry, within reasonable limits, any 
ofiensive operations which it may be thought proper that 
General Abadia should adopt in the case supposed. 

^ If the enemy should adopt the plan supposed in the 
second instance, the Portuguese General Officers, Bacellar 
and the Conde de Amarante, shall have orders to do as 
much mischief to the enemy’s flank and rear as they can, at 
least with their cavalry, but not to push their infantry too 
far forwards. I imagine that if Galicia should be invaded, 
and General Abadia should be obliged to retreat, his line of 
retreat would be towards the frontiers of Portugal; and 
great care must be taken in that case, that the Portuguese 
General Officers, by pushing too far into Leon, do not lose 
their communication with his right. 

" If the enemy should adopt the line supposed in the third 
instance. General Abadia would of course annoy the enemy’s 
flank and rear, while the Portuguese General Officers would 
oppose them in front. 

" If the enemy should adopt either of the plans supposed 
in the second and third instances, Don Carlos’ division with 
the guerrillas might do a great deal of mischief in Castille. 

^ If the enemy should adopt the plan supposed in the 
fourth instance, I propose to direct General Bacellar to col- 
lect all the militia of the northern provinces of Portugal on 
the Coa> and to place himself in communication with the 
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remainder of Don Carlos de Espana's division, which shall 
not be in the garrison of Ciadad Rodrigo ; and to endea- 
vor to protect the magazines on the Douro and the Mon- 
dego, and to force the enemy into Lower Beira, if they 
should persevere in entering Portugal. The advantage 
which General Abadia could take of this operation would 
likewise depend upon the extent of the force which the 
enemy would leave in his front ; upon the degree to which 
the enemy should have fortified his posts on the Douro and 
Tonnes, &c.; and on the degree to which General Abadia 
can equip himself with artillery to attack those posts. 

" If the enemy should adopt this plan, supposed in the 
fourth instance, Don Carlos would of course destroy the 
bridges on the Yeltes and Huelva. It appears to me that 
it would likewise be desirable to destroy that of Barba de 
Puerco ; and particularly, if the weather should be bad, the 
three bridges at Castillejos. 

" Wellington.’ 

To Colonel de Brito Mozinho. 

e SxR, " Freneda, 25th February, 1812. 

‘ Since I wrote to you yesterday I have received another 
letter from Lieut. Colonel Fletcher, who is anxious that the 
interior diameter of the gabions should not be more than 
one foot and a half, and I request that they may be made 
accordingly. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

* Colonel de Binto Mozinho,' ^ Wellington. 


To Major General Cooke* 

i gxxi, ‘ Freneda, 25th February, 1812. 

" I iiave had the honor of receiving your letters (Nos. 50 
and 52) of the 6th and 14th instant, and that marked pri- 
vate” of the 9th instant. 

" I have already in iny letter of the 1st instant stated to 
you my opinion regarding Tarifa. I do not think that 
Captain Smith’s letter throws new light upon the subject. 
The island appears still to be the principal point to defend, 
and the easiest to be defended at a small expense and risk 
of loss. Whether the town and the hill of Catalina can 
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be made subservient to the defence of the island depends 
upon circumstances upon which it would be possible to de- 
cide only by having a local hnowledge of the place. 

" It is very clear to me, however, that the enemy will not 
attack Tarifa in this spring ; and that you will not be called 
upon to furnish troops to garrison that place so soon as you 
expect. If you should be called upon either by the Spanish 
Government, or by the governor of Gibraltar, you must 
decide the question according to the suggestions which I 
made to you in my dispatch of the 15th November. If you 
should send a detachment from Cadiz at the desire of the 
Spanish Government for a purpose connected with the ope- 
rations of General Ballesteros, I conceive that the governor 
of Gibraltar has nothing to say to such detachment. If you 
should send one to Tarifa at the desire of the governor of 
Gibraltar, or of the Spanish Government, it is better not to 
discuss the question, whether the detachment shall or shall 
not obey the orders of the governor of Gibraltar. He has 
occupied Tarifa permanently ; and he is about to improve 
the defences of the place, which he conceives to be under 
his orders. The troops sent to Tarifa should therefore be 
under his orders ; but according to all the rules of His 
Majesty’s service, the senior OjBScer should command the 
whole. 

^ I have nothing to say to the division of the command of 
the island and to^vn of Tarifa, which I conclude has been 
settled by the governor of Gibraltar. 

" I have perused the enclosures in Colonel Lambert’s dis- 
patch of the 6th instant, I have not got Tofino’s plan of 
Carthagena, and I am not able to judge exactly of the situ- 
ation of the different places referred to by Captain Roberts. 
The hill of San Julian, however, is in every point of view a 
most important post to be secured, not only by a block 
house, as is proposed by Captain Roberts, but by a good 
redoubt, capable of containing a garrison of 300 men, or 
even more, if the ground should be sufficiently spacious. 

" As it appears that the soil is rocky, I have no objection 
to Captain Roberts commencing by constructing the block 
house, which will always be an additional security to the 
redoubt; but the objects of our attention at Carthagena 
should be, not only to defend the existing works, but to 
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secure the communication of the town with the sea, without 
which it will be impossible to supply the town with provi- 
sions, &c., to last during the time which the works are 
capable of holding out, when our troops will give the 
example of a determined defence. 

" It appears to me that there will be time to construct 
such works as may be necessary for this object at no great 
expense ; and I beg that they may be commenced without 
loss of time. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Major General Coolie: ‘ WELLI^^GTON. 

To the Right Hon. Henry Wellesley, 

^ My dear Henry, ‘ Freneda, 25th February, 1812. 

^ I received last night your letters of the 12th and 14th. 
The enclosures are very interesting. 

^ I think that Lacy has taken Tarragona. It is generally 
reported that he had on the 28th of January ; and I see by 
Adam’s letter that he was to attack the place about that 
time. 

" It is impossible to concert operations between two bodies 
at such a distance as Ballesteros and I shall be. I expect 
to be able to invest Badajoz about the 10th. It may be 
expected that about the i4th or 15th Soult will receive the 
report, and will prepare to move to support the place. Bal- 
lesteros should be prepared to move on Seville at that same 
time; and should move as soon as he shall find that the 
enemy have weakened their force at Seville, &c., to such an 
extent as to give him a prospect of success. He should risk 
nothing ; and should retire when he shall find that the 
enemy return to Seville in strength. 

^ It may be depended upon, that the greatest part of the 
army, particularly the cavalry, will be brought against us ; 
and, therefore, Ballesteros’ deficiency of cavalry in this expe- 
dition will not much signify. 

' You will see by the letter which I gave Castanos, of 
which I sent you a copy on the 19th instant, that I have 
recommended that Morillo’s troops should be employed from 
the Condado de Niebla in the same manner. I believe, but 
he has not told me, that they are to be employed as I pro- 
posed. But even these troops can scarcely act in concert 
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with Ballesteros. They must both act with celerity, but 
independently, on the same object ; and communicate as soon 
as they can. But concert at such distances is impossible. 

" Ever yours most affectionately, 

‘ The Right Hon, H. Wellesley^ ‘ Wellikgton. 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 25th February, 1812. 

" Since I wrote to you on the 23d, I have received the 
enclosed letter from Mr. Bissett with its enclosures, (1, 2, 
and 3,) the whole of which I request you to return to me. 
From a perusal of these papers, it \vill be seen that there is 
not much reason to complain of us here at head quarters. 
All that I know is, that when a question comes before me, I 
decide it before the post goes out ; and always grant these 
demands, whether for money or supplies in kind, when I 
have before me the information to enable me to decide upon 
them. 

^ It appears that three demands have been made upon 
our stores since the month of December. The first demand 
was a rank job of the Junta de Viveres; but both the first 
and the second were granted, and the grain in the progress 
of delivery ; then came a demand for ihoney or grain, to 
which I answered by referring to Mr. Pipon for information 
whether it would be most convenient to us to give grain or 
money; upon which letter Mr. Pipon might have acted, if 
ihet'e was any press for the grain. 

‘ In the meantime, however, he received the Commissary 
General’s directions of the i6th of February, upon which 
so much has been said. The directions are very proper in 
themselves, and they must be obeyed, or we cannot carry on 
the service. Some inconvenience might have resulted from 
their being received at that particular moment, if there had 
been any press for the grain, and if Mr. Pipon did not choose 
to act upon my letter to you. But it appears that there 
was still a remainder on the former demands, which Mr. 
Pipon had positive orders to issue ; and before we are made 
responsible for the consequence of delay, it would be very 
desirable that Senhor Cardozo should state what quantity 
he had in his magazines at Lisbon, and what quantity of 
conveyance he had to take any away from the sea coast. 
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^ I observe in the Portuguese authorities in general a 
very strong desire to have the management of money. I 
wish it were in my power to gratify them by paying in every 
month the exact subsidy, and thus to have nothing more to 
say to them. But as this is not the case, I must go through 
these details : at all events, I cannot allow any demands 
upon the British departments to be complied with, unless 
they come in the regular channel through the head of the 
department, with all the information on the subject. 

Believe me, &c. 

‘ His Excellency " Wellington. 

Charles Stuart J 

To Major Dickson, R. A, 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 26 th February, 1812 . 

^ I have just received a letter of the 23d from the Ad- 
mhal, in which he tells me that he has ordered to Alcacer 
do Sal ten of the Naiden s IS pounders, which are English, 
quite new, and he thinks will answer your purpose. I hope 
that you will take them. 

^ Believe me, &c. . 

‘ Major Dickson, R,A: ' WELLINGTON. 

To the Earl of Livei^ool, Secretary of State, 

^ My Lord, ‘ Freneda, 26 th February, 1812 . 

" The troops of the army of Portugal have made no move 
ment of importance since I addressed you last, excepting a 
reconnaissance by the troops under the command of General 
Bonet, from Benavente on Monbuey, and the Puebla de 
Sanabria, between the 14th and 19th instant; and a move- 
ment of the same description by the troops under General 
Foy, from the neighborhood of Talavera towards Guada- 
lupe, through the Puerto de San Vincente. This last was 
intended, I believe, to ascertain whether it was practicable 
to march a colunm by that route from the Tagus to the 
Guadiana. Both have returned to their stations. 

‘ The repairs and improvements to the works at Ciudad 
Kodrigo being in great forwardness, and the place being 
out of danger of being taken, except by regular siege, and 
the works of Almeida having likewise been repaired as far 
as is possible at present, and that place having again been 
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restored as a fortress^, I have put the troops in march towards 
the Alentejo, in order eventually to attack Badajoz. 

" I have not been able to move them at the period or in 
the order which I wished; as I have been obliged to send 
several of the regiments, both British and Portuguese, to 
get their clothing and equipments at the station to which 
they were brought by the navigation of the river, not having 
been able to procure means of land transport to carry what 
was required to the troops. I trust, however, I shall not 
feel the inconvenience which might be expected from their 
having been moved in a manner so contrary to every mili- 
tary principle. 

^ The last accounts which I have received from Cadiz are 
dated the 14th instant. 

^ It appears that the newly appointed Regency are actively 
employed in equipping a body of troops to reinforce General 
Ballesteros, and in endeavors to reform the various abuses 
which prevail in the army. 

^ The troops which had been detached from the army of 
Portugal into the kingdom of Valencia, in the end of Decem- 
ber, under General Montbrun, did not assist in the re- 
duction of the city of Valencia; but marched upon Alicante. 
General Montbrun, at the head of a detachment of about 
5000 men, summoned this place to surrender; and the 
governor having refused to attend to his offer, he retired 
on the following day. 

Marshal Suchet had left General Harispe’s division in 
the kingdom of Valencia, and a small garrison in the cit}^ 
and after levying a very large contribution, he had marched 
into Catalonia; and I undersand that General Lacy was 
obliged to raise the siege of Tarragona. 

Tlie enemy have made no movement of importance in 
the south of Spain. 

^ I have the honor to be. See. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: " WELLINGTON. 

To the Earl of Liverpool ^ Secretary of State, 

‘ My Lord, ‘ Preneda, 26th February, 1812. 

^ I have the honor to enclose a copy of the dispatch which 
I wrote yesterday to Major General Cooke, in answer to his 
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letters of the 6th and 14th instant^ cojoies of which I imagine 
he will have transmitted to your Lordship. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Earl of Liverpool' ‘ Wellington. 

To Major Dickson, R. A, 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 27th February, 1812. 

^ I have this day received your letter of the 22d. I 
received a letter from the Admiral yesterday of the 23d, in 
which he informed me that he had sent to Alcacer do Sal 
ten 18 pounders, English, of the best description, from the 
Naiden. I beg you to take measures to have them removed 
to Elvas, even though you should have brought up the 
Russian guns ; if they should arrive before you shall have 
moved the Russian guns, you will of course have left ten of 
the Russians. 

^ I think you are in advance of your time ; but the equip- 
ments from Lisbon, &c., are behind it. 

" I think it possible, from the prevalence of westerly winds 
for the last few days, that the communication between Lis- 
bon and Setuval may have been stopped. I intended to 
have left this on the 1st, and I should have been at Elvas 
on the 6th ; but I shall not now set out till the 2d or 3d, 
at all events ; and not then, unless I should hear from you, 
that you are likely to be there, and complete on the 8th. 
It is very important that I should not quit this part of the 
country till the last moment ; and that there should be no 
delay after I shall arrive at Elvas. 

^ You say nothing about the Engineer’s stores. Colonel 
Fletcher tells me that the last of them had not left Lisbon 
on the 19th. 

" Believe me, &c. 

‘ Major Dickson, R,A: " W ELLINGTON. 

To Lieut, Colonel Sir Howard Douglas, Bart. 

^ Sir, ‘ Freneda, 27tli February, 1812. 

^ I have received your letter of the 4th instant. No. 5; 
and the allied army being in march for the Alentejo,^with a 
view to the object which I communicated to you in a former 
letter, I propose to set out from hence on the 1st March. 
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^ I enclose the draft of a memorandum which I have given 
to General Castanos^, on the probable designs of the enemy 
during my absence from this frontier ; and on the plans to 
be adopted by the allies ; and the draft of my instructions 
to General Bacellar applicable to the same view of circum- 
stances. 

^ I request you to communicate to General Bacellar at La- 
in ego, as well as to the Conde de Amarante, all the intelli- 
gence which you may think will be useful to the OfScers. In 
case you should have occasion to make any suggestion to 
those Officers, I beg that you will attend to the enclosed 
instructions. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Lieut, Colonel ^ Wellington. 

Bir E, DouglaSy Bart^ 

To General Bacellar, 

^ Sir, ‘Freneda, 27tli February, 1812. 

^The allied British and Portuguese army are in march 
towards the province of Alentejo, with a view to operations 
to the southward, and it is -necessary that I should convey 
to you instructions regarding your conduct during iny ab- 
sence from this part of the country. 

If the enemy should diminish his force in the kingdoms 
of Leon and Castille, so as to be necessarily on the defen- 
sive, and General Abadia, from the province of Galicia, and 
the Mariscal de Campo, Don Carlos de Espaiia, from the 
frontiers of Castille, should undertake any offensive opera- 
tion against any of the French posts in those kingdoms^, 
the Conde de Am ar ante should support the operations of 
General Abadia with his infantry, as far as may be consistent 
with the instructions which he has already received from 
Marshal the Conde de Trancoso and me, and with his 
cavalry, and that under the immediate command of your 
Excellency, to such extent as may be deemed prudent to 
advance them, taking care that they have a communication 
with, and secure retreat upon, his infantry. 

" If the enemy should retain a sufficient force in Castille 
and Leon, to be able to act offensively, and should attack 
Galicia, the General Conde de Amarante is to impede their 
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progress^ and to do them all the mischief he can with his 
cavalry upon their left flank, and eventually their rear, sup- 
porting his cavalry hy his infantry ; but he must take care 
not to push the latter too forward, or to risk its retreat upon 
Portugal. In proportion as the enemy shall advance into 
Galicia, and you shall find that he intends to establish him- 
self in that kingdom, you will make arrangements to collect 
the militia of the two northern provinces of the Kingdom of 
Portugal to the northward. 

If the enemy should attack the Kingdom of Portugal by 
the right of the Douro, instead of attacking Galicia, you will 
make the arrangements, and adopt the system for their 
defence, ordered by the instructions of the Marshal Conde 
de Trancoso in the year 1810. If the enemy, instead of 
invading Galicia, or the Kingdom of Portugal, on the 
right of the Douro, should pass the Agueda, below Ciudad 
Rodrigo, and cut off the communication between that place 
and Almeida, you will collect the troops in the provinces 
of Minho, Tras os Montes, and Upper Beira, on the Lower 
Coa ; and you will, as far as in your power, protect the ma- 
gazines of the allied army on the Douro and the Mondego. 

Both Almeida and Ciudad Rodrigo arc in a state of de- 
fence to insure them against capture by a coup de main, and 
are supplied with provisions to last these garrisons at least 
during the time that the enemy could possibly remain in the 
country. In case you should have occasion, under these in- 
structions, to assemble the troops in Upper Beira, I hereby 
authorize you to make use of the contents of the magazines 
of the allied army at Laiiicgo and St. Joao da Pesquicra; 
but this authority must be made use of only in case of ur- 
gent necessity, as it may prove of the utmost dctinmcnt to 
the cause of the allied army, should we not have those ma- 
gazines hereafter, but whatever you may use of them must 
he replaced without loss of time. 

I enclose a letter for Sir Howard Douglas, who is em- 
ployed with General Abadia, in which I request that Officer 
to give you and General the Conde de Amarante constant 
intelligence of the enemy’s movements, in order to enable 
you to conform to my instructions. I likewise request the 
Mariscal de Campo, Don Carlos de Espafia, to communicate 
with you constantly. 
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^ There is a daily post now between Celorico and Lamego, 
and I have ordered one to be established between Celorico 
and my head quarters in the Alentejo^ and I beg to hear 
from you constantly. 

^ I have the honor to be^ &c. 

* General Bacellar: " Wellington. 

To the Right Hon. Henry Wellesley. 
f SlR^ ‘ Freneda, 27tli February, 1812. 

^ I have the honor to enclose the draft of a ineinoranduin 
which I have sent to General Castahos and his answer, being 
a report to his Excellency from General Giron, the chief of 
the Staff, on the probable plans of the enemy in this part of 
the Peninsula, and the measures to be adopted by the allies, 
upon the march of the allied British and Portuguese army 
under my command to the south of the Tagus. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Right Hon.H. Wellesley: " Wellington. 

To Major General Cooke. 

f Sir, ' ‘ Freneda, 29th February, 1812. 

^ I request that, upon the receipt of this letter, you will 
give directions that Lieutenants Pitts, Jones, and Vetch, 
Officers of the Eoyal Engineers, and thirty of the company of 
Artificers, trained to sapping, may embark and proceed to 
Villa Real, and proceed thence, according to the enclosed 
route, to Elvas. 

_ ' The Commissary General will take measures to have 
these Officers and men provided on their march. 

"I have the honor to be^ &c. 

‘ Major General Cooke: " Wellington. 

To Major General Cooke. 

^ Sir, ‘ Freneda, 29th February, 1812. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 16th 
instant. No. 53, enclosing observations by Lieut. Colonel 
Duncan, upon one of the 7th January, which I had ad- 
dressed to you. 

, ^ Notwithstanding that I hope the lines of the Isla, and 
t^ie pther fortification depending on Cadiz, will never fall 



1812. 


FRENEDA. 


641 


into the hands of the enein}% I am not satisfied by Lieut. 
Colonel Duncan’s observations, that the information which I 
desired might be sent to the Secretary of State, cannot or 
ought not to become matter of professional calculation, be- 
cause it is the Colonel’s opinion that the supply of ammu- 
nition should be without bounds or that the Government 
have not a right to require from me and yourself, and we 
from the OflScers placed under us, such professional informa- 
tion as will enable them to determine whether it is best for 
Great Britain to maintain the foundries at Cadiz, or to send 
from thence the articles which these foundries might be ex- 
pected to supply, if worlced at the expense of Great Britain, 

^ Accordingly I request you again to call Lieut. Colonel 
Duncan’s attention to the information required in my letter 
of the 7th January. If Lieut. Colonel Duncan cannot or 
will not make the calculations required, I must and will ; 
and whether he or I make them, I shall consider myself 
responsible that the works at the Isla and Cadiz are suifi- 
ciently supplied for any defence they can be required to 
make, if they should be supplied according to the calcula- 
tions which will be sent to England under my orders of the 
7th January. 

^ In order to enable me to make the calculations which I 
have required (and which Lieut. Colonel Duncan has de- 
clined to make, there being yet no answer from the Com- 
manding Ofiicer of Engineers), I request to have a return 
of the num^Der of pieces of ordnance, stating of what calibres, 
in the several works in the Isla, including the Caraccas, on 
the Isthmus and in Cadiz, specifying the measurement of 
the nation according to which the calibre is calculated. 

^ Of course you understand that the work at the Spanish 
foundries is to continue till the Government shall have 
decided whether they will defray the expense, or send from 
England the materials manufactured. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

* Major General Cooke." ^ WELLINGTON. 

To the Right Hon. Henry Wellesley. 

‘ Sir, ‘ Freneda, 29th February, 1812. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 20th 
instant, enclosing one from Don Jose Pizarro, in regard to 
VOL. viii. 2 T 
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the wants of the place of Ciudad Kodrigo ; and I beg that 
you -will inform the vSpanish Government that I had already 
adopted the following measures for the security of that im- 
portant place : — 

' The breaches in ihe fausse hraie wall have been rebuilt, 
and the rebuilding of those in the main wall is in progress ; 
and in the meantime three breaches have been repaired in 
such a manner as to be out of danger of being carried by a 
coup de main. 

‘ Various improvements have been made in the works of 
the place, and in concurrence with the opinion of his Excel- 
lency General Castahos, and the Spanish engineers, good 
works have been constructed on the teson of San Francisco, 
from which the place can be attacked with the greatest ad- 
vantage ; by which works the teson is secured at least till 
they will be carried. They are so respectable that they 
cannot be taken, excepting by a regular attack. 

^ Works are in progress for the improvement of the con- 
vents in the suburbs of San Francisco ; and a redoubt is in 
progress to the south of that suburb, which will add to the 
the security of the place on that side. 

^ These works have been performed by the allied British 
and Portuguese troops, with the assistance of some Spanish 
troops in the last week, and I have paid all the expense ; 
and I have this day left in the hands of the governor. Brig. 
General Vives, the sum of 12,000 dollars, to defray the 
expense of completing, according to the plan settled, the 
works which have been commenced, some of which are in a 
defensible state, and all in a considerable degree of progress. 
The total expense which will have been incurred, including 
the sum of 12,000 dollars above mentioned, amounts to 
about 4,500L sterling. 

" I have the honor to enclose states of the ordnance, 
military and Engineer’s stores in the place, besides which, I 
have ordered there 500 barrels of gunpowder from Almeida, 
which will be thrown in immediately ; and I have sent there 
355,000 rounds of musket ammunition. 

^ I have likewise the honor “to enclose states of the pro- 
visions and medical stores in the place, and of those which I 
have lodged in it. I have since ordered there 15,000 rations 
of biscuit, and 5,500 pounds of salt meat, 6000 pounds of 
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salt fish, and 25,000 pounds of rice. Reckoning the garri- 
son, therefore, at 3000 men, it has already in it provisions 
for one month. Your Excellency will besides have seen in 
rny correspondence with Don Carlos de Espaha, forwarded 
in my dispatch of the 19th instant, the measures which had 
been adopted to place at the disposal of Don Carlos de 
Espana provisions for the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo for 
two months. 

" If other means should not have been found to supply the 
garrison before these two months shall have expired, I will 
endeavor to adopt further measures to supply their wants. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Right Hon, H, Wellesley,'' ^ WELLINGTON. 

To the Right Hon, Henry Wellesley, 

^ My dear Henry, ‘ Freneda, 29tli February, 1S12. 

^ I have received your letter of the 29th. It is impossible 
for me to send a regiment of cavalry to Gibraltar. Consi- 
dering what I have upon my hands, I doubt whether I have 
as much cavalry as I shall require, notwithstanding that I 
have a good deal. 

‘ If I were to send a regiment to Gibraltar, it would be 
under the orders of the governor, to whom I have nothing 
to say. Any arrangement, therefore, that is made on this 
subject, must be by the King’s Government. 

^ If I could send a regiment to Gibraltar, and could dispose 
of it when there (between ourselves), I should doubt the 
expediency of placing it under the command of Ballesteros. 
It is very desirable that he should succeed, but one regiment 
of cavalry will not do much for him one way or other : and 
having seen the mode in which the Spaniards use their 
cavalry, and knowing how Ballesteros used some of our 
hussars, when he had the disposal of them for a moment, I 
should be desirous of avoiding to trust a regiment to his 
disposal. The expense of a regiment of cavalry at Gibraltar 
will be enormous ; and as far as I have any knowledge of 
the scene of its operations, the Sierra de Ronda, the expense 
of maintaining it in the field still greater. And I doubt its 
being of much use, even under the best management. The 
fact is, that the French have so much cavalry, that unless 

2x2 
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great masses can be brought against them, it is almost 
useless, and is very expensive and burthensome, to have 
more than enough for the common duty of the outposts. 

I give no credit to the shells going 5000 toises, which is 
more than six miles. But the French may certainly have 
improved upon the mortar, so as to make it throw farther 
than it did before. It may be depended upon that their 
efforts in this way are so very expensive that they will be 
very weak, and our success, or Ballesteros’ at Seville, will put 
an end to them entirely. 

^ Ever yours most affectionately, 

* The Right Hon. H. Wellesley^ ^ Welltmgton. 


To His Excellency Charles Stuart, 

tMy dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 29th February, 1812. 

^ I have received your letter of the 25th, containing certain 
queries from the Superintendent of the Police, on the mode 
of carrying into execution the law in regard to numbering 
the means of transport at Lisbon ; and I acknowledge that 
among my other avocations I did not know that I was the 
interpreter of the meaning of the Portuguese regulations. 

^ The object of the law is to number the means of trans- 
port, in order to be able to get at them for the service of the 
army; and the first question is, whether those are to be 
numbered which are kept by the Officers of the British army, 
and by those employed by the British army at Lisbon, 
Those Officers are allowed certain sums to buy the animals 
which are deemed necessary to enable them to perform their 
duty, and they are allowed forage to feed them ; and then 
the magistrate, who is to execute this law, asks, are these 
animals to be numbered, in order to facilitate their being 
taken for the service of the army (they being already 
employed in the service of the army); and the minister 
supports the notion of taking them by proposing that the 
whole should be numbered and registered ! 

^ I will not insult Dom M. Forjaz by asking whether 
be numbers Cardozo’s horses and his own, and Marshal 
Beresford’s, and Admiral Berkeley’s, because I conclude 
that if he numbers those belonging to the Officers of one 
nation, he docs the same to the Officers of the other ; but I 



1812. 


FRENEDA. 


645 


would beg to ask him, whether the horses of the cavalry 
which may be at Lisbon, and of the police guard, are to be 
numbered and registered under the law ? If the horses and 
animals in one branch of the public service are not con- 
sidered liable to be numbered and registered, why should 
should those in another ? 

^ I should suppose that the law is intended to apply to the 
horses and animals and means of transport, the property of 
individuals, not kept for the public service. 

^ As for Dom M. Forjaz’ plan of first registering these 
animals, and then excusing them from service, I know 
enough of the mode of executing a law in Poi'tugal, to pro- 
test against it. It will give rise to constant disputes, and 
will tend to increase the disunion which is growing fast 
between the two nations, notwithstanding every effort of 
mine to prevent it. It will besides, afford ample ground for 
the evasion of the law by the magistrates. 

^ To the second query, I answer, that if anybody, whether 
English or Portuguese, whether in the service of the army 
or not, keep means of transport which he is not required to 
keep by orders of the army, and for which he is not allowed 
forage by the regulations of the service, such horses and 
means of transport should be liable to the law for means of 
transport. 

' I do not understand the third question. If it means the 
boats belonging to the King’s transports and store ships, 
&c., I beg to refer you to my answer to the first query for 
my opinion upon it. If that is not satisfactory, Dom. M. 
Forjaz had better settle that matter with the British 
Admiral on the station. 

" If I had any influence with the Portuguese Government, 
I should recommend that the person who framed these que- 
ries should be dismissed from his station. Pie certainly does 
not mean to carry into execution the transport laws, and he 
is not the person who should be at the head of the police in 
these times. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

^ His Excellency ^ Wellingtok. 

Charles Stuart," 
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To Lieut, Colonel Sir Howard Douglas, Bart, 
f Sir, ‘ Freneda, 1st March, 1812. 

I have omitted to reply to your letter of the 28th Novem- 
ber, containing your, opinion and that of Captain Sir George 
Collier on the comparative merits of the Bayona Islands and 
of the Island of Aroza, as points to be occupied by the 
British Government. 

‘ I had yesterday a conversation with General Castahos on 
that subject ; and he appeared to be desirous to occupy the 
position, to which you refer in your letter of the 28th No- 
vember, in front of the road leading from San Payo to Pon- 
tevedra. Whether he should occupy that position or not, 1 
should be inclined to prefer the Island of Aroza to tlie 
Bayona Islands for the depot; having an intermediate depot 
either in the Bayona Islands or in the Peninsula of Ponte- 
vedra. 

^ I shall be obliged to you if you will let me know what is 
the nature and length of the position in front of Pontevedra; 
and how the flanks of a body of troops occupying it would be 
secured on the rivers of Pontevedra and San Payo. 

‘ Have you formed any notion of the expense to be in- 
curred, and the time which will be required, to secure the 
Island of Aroza ; and by what number of men it should be 
occupied ? 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

^ Lieut, Colonel ^ Wellington. 

Sir H, Douglas, Bart^ 

To His Excellency Charles Stuart, 

• My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 1st March, 1812. 

" I have perused the paper which you transmitted to me in 
your letter dated the 27th February, and I have examined 
the plan of the proposed canal from the Sado* to the Tagus. 

‘ The proposed canal cannot affect in one way or another 
the military works on the heights of Almada, and on the left 
of the Lower Tagus. 

" Adverting to the nature of the war in which we are 
engaged, it may be a question how far it is expedient to 

* The river which falls into the sea at Setuval, and which, at different parts 
is called Sado, Sadao, and Setuval. 
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establish a communication by watei% of which the enemy 
will have the command, between the port of Setuval and 
the Tagus ; and to give the enemy the command of such a 
resource as that canal would give him for the transport of 
stores and provisions, for the attack of the works erected for 
the defence of Lisbon. 

" It does not appear to be at all probable that the canal 
would be of much use for the defence of Lisbon, as the line 
is very long, and the right flank by no means strong ; and 
whether it could be occupied or not would depend upon the 
relative force of the attacking and defending troops. It 
would be useful to the army if it could maintain itself on the 
frontier. 

' I say nothing about the expense of the undertaking, or 
of the expediency of commencing it at present, when the 
Government are unable to defray the expense of their army, 
because such observations are useless. 

^ Believe me, &:c. 

‘ Bis Excellency ‘ Wellington. 

Charles Stuart^ 

To J. Bissett, Esq., Commissary General, 

' My dear Sir, ‘ Freneda, 3d March, 1 812, 4 p. m. 

' I omitted to mention to you this morning that it would 
be very desirable that somebody, upon whom you can depend? 
should go to Elvas, in order to keep together there the bul- 
locks and carts which will bring up the ordnance and stores, 
and have an account of them ready by the time I shall arrive. 
Otherwise we shall be hard run for means of transport to 
begin our operations, and much valuable time will be lost in 
getting the account of what there will be. 

" Mr. Eouth will probably be able to arrange this for you. 

Believe me, &c. 

‘ J. Bissett, Esq., ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Commissary General' 

To Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ My dear Hill, ‘ Freneda, 3d March, 1812 . 

^ I have recommended to General Castanos to move Ge 
neral Morillo’s and Penne Villemur s troops into the Condado 
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de Niebla during our service in Estrcmaduraj and I think it 
not improbable that 1 shall be able to prevail npon him to 
move them immediately; at least, I propose to try to-morrow 
at Ciudad Rodrigo, where I am going. 

" I shall be very much obliged to you if you will desire Mr. 
Eouth to prepare means of feeding them at Jurumenha, Re- 
dondo, &c., towards Bejar, and thence to Mertola, where they 
will cross the Guadiana. They must not go by Villa Vi<;osa, 
or touch upon our cantonments. The Juiz de Fora will 
supply them, upon Mr. Routh giving them previous notice 
of the arrival of the troops, of which I will apprise you. 

^ I propose to leave this on the 6th, and to be at Elvas on 
the 11th. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

' Lieut. General Hili: ^Wellington. 

To the Earl of Liverpool^ Secretary of State. 

< My Lord, * Freneda, 4th March, is 12. 

' I had intended to move the head quarters from hence on 
their route towards Elvas, on the 1st instant, but I have been 
induced to delay the movement, because, owing to the diffi- 
culty in procuring means of transport, the stores for the siege 
of Badajoz are not yet brought up to Elvas, and because I 
have learnt that the enemy’s troops in all quarters are pre- 
paring to move, and that the removal of the head quarters of 
the army, when they may hear of it, will be the signal for 
their march. I propose to move, however, on the 6th. 

^ No movement of importance has been made since I 
addressed your Lordship on the 26th of February. Our 
troops have continued their march, for which the weather 
has been remarkably favorable. 

I learn from Cadiz that General Ballesteros defeated, on 
the of February, a detachment of the enemy under Ge- 
tieral Maransin, near Malaga. It is reported that General 
Maransin was killed. 

^ I have a report from Sir H. Douglas of the 24th of 
February, stating that Espoz y Mina had taken the garrison 
of Huerta on the 3d of January, and that the governor of 
Pamplona, having sent out a detachment to attack General 
Mendizabal at San gixesa, Espoz y Mina and Longa had 
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jained him, after the enterprise at Huerta; and engaged the 
French detachment in the valley of Eocaforte, on the 11th 
of January. They defeated the enemy, and took from them 
two pieces of cannon, and killed five Officers and 600 men. 

‘ One of Don J ulian Sanchez’ detachments has lately 
destroyed a small detachment, consisting of an Officer and 
eighty men, between Alba de Tormes and Salamanca. The 
Officer was carrying orders, which are very interesting, and 
show the distress of the enemy. 

'I enclose two which deserve your Lordship’s attention. 
That in print will point out to you the degree of possession 
which the enemy have of the country, which they pretend 
they have conquered and settled. Your Lordship will 
observe that they cannot send a courier from Valladolid to 
Bayonne without an escort, consisting of at least 250 cavalry 
and infantry ; and that the}?' can secure the services of the 
cstafettc, whom they are obliged to employ, only by placing 
him in the centre of the escort, and by a rope to the bridle of 
his horse. 

^ The authenticity of this paper will, as usual, be denied 
by authority, because it is necessary to continue to deceive 
the world regarding the real situation of affairs in the 
Peninsula. But I trust that your Lordship will believe that 
I never transmitted to you any paper which I did not know 
to be genuine. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Earl qf Liverpool.^ ^ Welltnoton. 

To Major General . 

' My dear Sir, ‘ Fxeneda, 5tli March, 1812, 3 p, m. 

^ I propose to set out for the Alentejo to-morrow morning, 
and General Leith with the 5th division, the greater part of 
which has already been removed from Ciudad Kodrigo, wilt 
have marched from thence on the 9th instant. The General 
will probably stay there himself for a day or two after the 
troops, but upon this subject he will communicate with you. 
I send this letter to him for his perusal. 

" As I am about to undertake an important operation in 
Estremadura, which will require some time to complete it, 
I am anxious to take advantage as much as possible of 
the difficulties which the enemy experience in obtaining 
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intelligence to gain time. With this view, I have remained 
so long in this part of the country after the body of the 
army had marched; and I have detained here the 5th 
division ; and I am desirous that you should remain in this 
part of the country for some time longer. 

^ I beg you to circulate in the country the report that I am 
going to hunt on the banks of the Huelva and Yeltes, and 
you might even have a house arranged for the hounds at 
Aldea de Yeltes. 

The 2d division of the army of Portugal has marched 
from the province of Avila, through the Puerto del Pico to 
Talavera de la Reyna ; and there are now four divisions of 
that army on the Tagus. There remain, however, four 
divisions on the Tormes andDouro ; viz., the 3d division at 
and in the neighborhood of Valladolid, where Marmont’s 
head quarters are ; the 5th division at Salamanca, Alba de 
Tormes, Penaranda (where there is a small body of cavalry), 
and Medina del Campo (where the artillery is) ; the 7th 
division at Ledesma, and on the road to Zamora, as far as 
Zamora; and the 8th division at Benavente, and in that 
neighborhood. 

" If the enemy should advance upon Ciudad Rodrigo, or 
should move to cross the Agueda below the town, you will 
fall back across the Agueda, and thence gradually, taking 
care not to commit yourself upon Sabugal, and from Sabugal 
in the same manner, by Penamacor on Gastello Branco. 

^ If you should find that Marmont’s head quarters move 
from Valladolid towards Talavera, or if the 3d or the 5th 
division should move to the south, or the 7th division, you 
will march, by easy marches, so as not to injure the horses, 
by Sabugal, Penamacor, Gastello Branco, Portalegre, to 
Elvas, apprising me of your marches. 

The Commissary General leaves in this part of the 
country an Officer of his department, supplied with money 
for the wants of the 1st hussars ; and measures will be taken 
to supply the men and horses on the march they will have 
to make through Lower Beira into Alentejo, upon which a 
Commissary will receive his instructions from the Commissary 
General. 

" I beg you to desire Major Grant of the 11th regiment, 
who is, I believe, at Tamames, and Lieut. Blanckley, of the 
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23d regiment, who is at Bejar, to give you constant intelli- 
gence of the enemy’s movements. Desire the latter to teU 
the Portuguese Officer who is at Plasencia, likewise to 
correspond with you. 

^ I have not entered on the defence of this frontier in this 
letter, because I wish you to consider yourself and the 1st 
hussars as entirely separated from it, and belonging to the 
army in the Alentejo, and left on this frontier only for a 
particular object. I have, however, directed that in case 
the enemy, upon hearing of my absence from this part of the 
country, should collect his troops on this side of the Douro, 
General Bacellar should collect the force now in the northern 
provinces of Portugal ; and in Upper Beira, on the Lower 
Coa; so as to communicate with Don Carlos de Espaha, 
and protect our magazines on the Douro and Mondego; 
both Ciudad Bodrigo and Almeida being secure from a 
coup de main. I conceive that the enemy can undertake 
nothing against these places, and they are not likely to pass 
the Coa in front of a respectable force, leaving these places 
behind them. 

' General Bacellar and Don Carlos de Espana will both 
press you to remain in this part of the country, in the case 
supposed of the enemy’s movement upon Ciudad Kodrigo, 
or of his passage of the Lower Agueda. You will, of course, 
not be in a hurry, and you will give them your countenance 
as far as may be in your power. But you will tell them 
that you were left here only for a particular object ; and that 
you have positive instructions for your conduct in the event 
of the occurrence of the enemy’s movement to the Agueda. 

' One of the corps of guides will set out from Sabugal 
with letters for me from Don Carlos de Espaha, every 
morning at 8 o’clock. You should have a letter party 
in the suburbs of Ciudad Rodrigo, and one at Puebla de 
Azava, to carry your letters, and those of General Leith, to 
the detachment of the guides at Sabugal ; and the hussar 
should be dispatched from Ciudad Rodrigo, so that the 
hussar fi:om Puebla de Azava may reach Sabugal at 8 in the 
morning. 

^ The hussar from Ciudad Rodrigo should wait at Puebla 
de Azava, and the hussar from Puebla de Azava should 
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wait at Sabugal till the letters shall arrive from head quarters^^ 
in case there should be any for you. 

^ Believe me^ &c. 

* Major General . ^Wellington. 

^ P. S. I enclose a return of the regiments composing the 
3d, 5th, 7th, and 8th divisions de VArmee de Portugal 
with the names of the General OflScers commanding each. 

‘ W.’ 

To Generals Bacellar and Trant. 

^ Gentlemen, * Freneda, 5th March, 1812. 

^ The Captain General Castahos will pass through Lamego 
and OportOj on his way to Juiz in Galicia, in a short time. 

I request you to pay him every attention which is due to his 
high rank and situation, and to the important services which 
he has rendered to the cause of the allied Governments. 

I beg you to recommend the General to the attention of 
the military governors and civil magistrates through whose 
districts and towns he may pass. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Generals Bacellar and Trant^ ^ Wellington. 

To the Superintendent of Transports on the Douro- ' 
t * Freneda, 5tli March, 1812. 

^ The bearer, Don Pablo Caballero, is employed by t he 
Commanding Officer of the Spanish troops in Castille, to 
purchase flour at Oporto, with the intention of removing it 
by the navigation of the Douro, as far up the river as it 
may be in his power; and I request you to attend to his 
requisitions for boats for that service, he paying the usua 
price for the same. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Superintendent of ^ Wellington. 

Transports on the Douro.’ 

To all Authorities. 

* Sabugal, 6tli March, 181 2. 

^ The bearer of this is Mr. Croft*, who is attached to t he 
British Mission at the Court of Lisbon, and is employed by 

Sir John Croft, Bart., K.T.S., who declined all remuneration, even of his 
expenses, for bis services, which were gratefully acknowledged by the Britis li 
and Portuguese Governments, as also by the distressed inhabitants. 
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His Majesty’s Minister to distribute the bounty voted by 
Parliament for the relief of the inhabitants of Portugal*. 
The General or other Officers commanding posts and de- 
tachments are requested to give him every assistance in 
their powei% and to provide him with quarters, provisions, 
and forage. 

^ In the event of troops marching into towns in which this 
gentleman may be residing for the purpose of executing the 
duty T^ith which he is entrusted, he is by no means to be 
molested in his quarters ; but is, on the contrary, recom- 
mended to the attention of the General or other Officers 
commanding the troops. 

^ Wellington.’ 

To Lieut, General Graham, 

^ My dear Sir, ‘ Pedrogao, 7tli March, 1812, 2 p.m. 

^ I received thismorning, at Sabugal, your letter of the 4t]i. 

‘ We have at Abrantes 600,000 rounds of musket ammu- 
nition, and 30,000 of rifle ; and we have 318,000 musket, 
and 148,000 of rifle, at Elvas. The Light division, and the 
5th division, bring with them their ammunition; and the 
rifle ammunition, usually in the great reserve, is still with it. 

^ I had, besides, ordered a complete reserve to Abrantes 
about six weeks ago, so that I hope we shall not want ammu- 
nition. 

^ I have heard nothing new since I wrote to you last. I 
believed I informed you that the 2d division had positively 
moved from the province of Avila. 

' I am sorry to hear so bad an account of blankets. From 
the returns, I had hoped that the troops would have been 
supplied at Abrantes with everything. 

^ I believe it will be desirable that the 24th regiment 
should move up ; but if it should be so, I shall send them 
orders, and let you know. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Graham,^ ^ Wellington. 




f ‘ Gastello Branco, 8th March, 1812. 

^ I have received y6ur letter of the 4th, and that which 

you enclosed from . The 2d division has certainly 

* See Letter to Lord Liverpool, 27th October, 1810, vol. vi., pages 547 and 548. 
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marclaed from Avila by the Puerto del Pico, and I think it 

not improbable that Marmont is at Avila, as says. 

You may tell that I shall be happy to hear from his 

brother, but that I can make him no promises, excepting to 
represent to the Prince in a favorable view his services, and 
that I cannot fix the time at which either will receive their 
pardon. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

£ <• Wellington. 


To Captain 

^ Sir, ‘ Gastello Branco, 8tli Mai-ch, 1812. 

I have received your letter of the . You will recollect 
what I Avrote to you when first our correspondence com- 
menced. I held out no hopes of immediate pardon, but, 
on the contrary, told you that I could obtain pardon for you 
only after long and important services. You 'will go to 
France, or not, just as you please ; but if you do go to France, 
you will do well never to return to Portugal. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Captain ^ Wellington. 


To LimL General Graham, 

‘ Portalegre, 1 0 th March, 1812, 

" My dear Sir, Half-past 3 p. m. 

I enclose a letter from the Secretary of State for yourself, 
and the copy of one addressed to me, directing me to invest 
you with the Order of the Bath ; the insignia of which I like- 
wise send you. I go to Elvas to-morrow \ and if it should 
be convenient to you to come there on the 12th, I shall be 
happy to invest you. 

‘ I shall be much obliged to you, if you will request the 
General and Staff Ofiicers of the 1st division, and the Com- 
manding Officers of the two regiments of guards, and Blan- 
tyre, to be present on the occasion. I will take care that 
there shall be quarters for everybody at Elvas. 

" I enclose the only news which I have received since I 
left Freneda. I do not believe that Marmont will make an 
attempt on Ciudad Rodrigo ; and if he does, I do not think 
he can succeed. 
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I have made arrangements to assemble the militia on the 
Coa, if the enemy should collect upon the Tormes. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

^ Lieut, General Graham. ^ Wellington. 


^ P. S. Bring the insignia of the order with you to Elvas. 

' I have had a sad task to perform with poor Stewart ! 
He is very much afflicted ; and it cannot be expected that he 
should regain any composure for some time. I left him at 
Niza, and I have endeavored to prevail upon him to go to 
England. 


To Lieut. General Hill. 


* Portalegre, 10th March, 1812, 

' My dear Hill, Half past 3 p.m. 

' I send herewith a letter from the Secretary of State, and 
the insignia of the Order of the Bath, and the copy of a 
letter to me directing me to invest you therewith. 

^ I am going to Elvas to-morrow, and as I believe the 
earliest occasion will be on every account most suitable, I 
would invest you there on the next day, the 12th, if you can 
make it convenient to come over. 

' Pray wi*ite to the General and Staff Officers of the 2d 
division to come over to Elvas to be present on the occasion, 
and to dine with me, and likewise Generals Hamilton and 
Long, if they should be near you. I will take care that you 
shall all be quartered in Elvas. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut. General Hill. ' Wellington. 


" P. S. I understand that you wish to know by what road 
I shall pass to-morrow. By the direct road to Assumar. 
Bring the insignia of the order with you on the 12th. 

‘ W.’ 


To the Right Hon. Henry Wellesley. 

^ My dear Henry, ‘ Portalegre, lOth March, 1812 . 

" I have received your letter of the 2d. 

^ I think the junta of Generals at Cadiz will do but little 
good. I can let you know what I wish that Ballesteros and 
others should do, and you can make known my wishes to the 
Government, without the intervention of any Generals. 
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^ General O’Donnell has proposed to me, through Alava, 
to send a General Ojfficer to Cadiz, to confer with him upon 
the operations of the armies ; and Lord Liverpool, in a letter 
which I received this day, has desired me to do the same 
thing. It appears to me that great inconvenience would 
result from this mode of doing business, and that the duties 
of the office of the Ambassador would thereby in some 
degree be talcen out of his hands. 

' I am very ready to state, upon all occasions, how iny 
plans of operations can be aided by the Spanish troops ; but 
it must be obvious that these plans must be founded on, my 
own views of the state of affairs. I cannot adopt plans to 
forward the operations of such a corps as that of Ballesteros’, 
or even as that of Galicia. 

^ Ever yours most affectionately, 

* The Right Hon^H, Wellesley. ^ IVellinoton. 

' P. S. I shall be at Elvas to-morrow. 

^ W.’ 


To Viscount Melville, 

" My dear Lord, ‘ Elvas, 12th March, 1812 . 

^ I received only the day before yesterday your letter of 
the 10th February*, and head quarters have been marching 
ever since, and I shall not have time to peruse General 
Maitland’s paper before the post will go out. 

As however it is probable that you will decide upon your 
measure before the next mail shall reach England, I will not 
miss this opportunity of stating to you my opinion. 

^ First, that the European army in the East Indies ought 
to be the King’s. 

^ Secondly, that the three armies ought to continue sepa- 
rate and distinct. 

" Thirdly, that the native army ought to be the Com- 

* Extract of a Leit^ from Vitcount Melville io the Earl of WeUmytoH, 

* I am going tn do a very unreasonable thing in requesting you, employed 
as you are, to read the enclosed papers, which are for your confidential perusal- 
My apology must be' the belief that you are not indifierent to the interest and • 
character of our Indian armies, and that you will he perfectly disposed to favor 
me with your opinion on the suggestion contained in these papers ; the subject 
is not new to you, and it is beginning to make some stir in this country.’ 
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pany’s if the ^fcompany sTiould continue to be the sovereign 
of the territory. It would be impossible to separate this 
army from the sovereignty, and indeed the great difficulty of 
transferring the native array to the Crown, and that the 
would find in keeping it officered, as it must be, by 
persons exclusively belonging to the native service, have 
always appeared to me the greatest in the way of the trans- 
fer of the sovereignty, or, more properly speaking, of the 
exercise of the sovereignty, to the Crown. 

^ Fourthly, it is my opinion that the Crown should name 
both the Governors and Commanders in Chief at all the 
settlements, and should have a very efficient control over the 
nomination of members of Council. If the Crown do not 
appoint the Governor the Crown should not appoint the 
Commander in Chief. I have not time now to enter into 
a detail of all my reasons for entertaining tliis opinion. 
Tliey are referable principally to the experience I acquired 
in witnessing, and sometimes being the mediator and re- 
conciler of disputes between the Governor and Commander 
in Chief. If the latter were appointed by the Crown and 
the former by the Company, the Commander in Chief would 
be too strong for the Governor. 

^ Fifthly, it is my opinion that all authorit}’’, civil and 
military, must be vested by the law in the Governor in 
Council. The law must recognize no other authority in the 
state. The Company may and ought to instruct the Go- 
vernor in Council, 1 st, to leave all matters of discipline 
solely and exclusively to the Commander in Chief, and to 
interfere in them in no manner, excepting when the safety 
of the state should require it. 2dly, that all recommenda- 
tions to military appointments, such as the staff Officers of 
the army to commissions, promotions in the army of persons, 
civil or military, to fill the departments of the army, and the 
inferior commands, should be made by the Commander in 
Chief to the Governor in Council, The Governor in Coun- 
cil should be obliged to record his reasons for dissent. Sdly, 
the recommendations to superior commands, such as dmsions 
of the army, should be with the Commander in ChieG when 
the holders of these commands exercise no civil authority or 
political function ; and that in the case erf a nomination to a 
higher command being vested exclusively in the Governor in 

VOL. vni, *2 u 
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Council, without the recommendation of the Commander in- 
Chief, the Governor should be directed to consult with the 
Commander in Chief in mating the selection. 

It would be very desirable to leave a latitude by law to 
the Governor in Council, to promote Officers for meritorious 
services, at the recommendation of the Commander in Chief, 
out of the usual regular routine, as well as to pass over 
Officers guilty of misconduct. This might be done by 
giving the Governor in Council the power to promote such 
Officers, by brevet, in the first instance, who should succeed 
to the first vacancies in the rank to which they should have 
been promoted in the regiment to which they should belong. 

' In regard to other points, I concur entirely with you. 
The Court of Directors must be prevented from meddling 
with or peddling in the discipline of the army. It is a 
matter of too serious consequence to be allowed to be jobbed 
at the India House. 

^ You will be the best judge whether this can be effected 
by the authority of the control of the Crown, or whether the 
authority of Parliament is necessary. 

^ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Viscount Melville. ‘ ^ ELLINGTON. 

" P.S. I have omitted to mention that in whatever way the 
Commander in Chief is appointed a member of Council, he 
should have the same power of voting, &c., as other mem- 
bers of Council on all questions. 

^ W.’ 


To the Earl of Liverpool^ Secretary of State. 

^ My dear Lord, ^ Elvas, 12th March, 1812 . 

' I have received your letters of the 12th, 13th, and 19th 
February, for which I am much obliged to you. I had 
broken to Charles Stewart his misfortune* before I received 
Lord Castlereagh s letters. He is, as you may well believe, 
dreadfully shocked. 

' I hope that we shall not require the grain which your 
Lordship has sent; but I am very much obliged to your 
Lordship for sending it. 

^ The Portuguese troops at Mafra, &c., are recruits for 

^ The death of liis wife. Lady Katherine Stewart. 
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the several regiments in the army. They are trained, and 
will join the army, I hope, soon. They have been kept away 
till now by the want of knapsacks and other equipments, 
which have not yet arrived from England. It will not 
answer to bring recruits to the army till they are quite 
equipped for the field. 

I have spoken to Sir William Beresford, and shall speak 
to General Graham, respecting Shrapnelfs shells. I have 
seen our artillery produce great effect on the enemy ; and I 
have been induced to attribute this effect to the use of 
Shrapnell’s shells, . But my opinion in favor of these shells 
has been much shaken lately. First, I have reason to be- 
lieve that their effect is confined to wounds of a very trifling 
description ; and they kill nobody. I saw General Simon, 
who was wounded by the balls from Shrapnell’s shells, of 
which he had several in his face and head ; but they were 
picked out of his face as duck shot would be out of the face 
of a person who had been hit by accident while out shooting, 
and he was not much more materially injured. 

^ Secondly, from the difficulty of judging of direct dis- 
tances, and in knowing whether the shell has burst in the air 
in the proper place, I suspect that an original error in 
throwing the shells is seldom corrected ; and that if the shell 
is not effectual the first shot, the continuance of the fire of 
these shells seldom becomes more eftectual. 

" I can entertain no doubt, however, that if the shell should 
be accurately thrown, and burst as it is intended, it must 
wound a great number of men, but probably none very 
materially. 

" I am inclined to doubt the expediency of sending to 
Cadiz an Officer for the purpose mentioned by your Lord- 
ship. His duties would supersede those of the Ambassador, 
through whose medium I have hitherto communicated with 
the Spanish Government ; and your Lordship will observe, 
from the dispatches of the Ambassador, that I have lately 
communicated with the Spanish Government on the subject 
of operations through this channel. 

" I am very anxious to be as much as possible free to carry 
on any operation, or not, as T may think proper. On former 
occasions I have explained the variations of the enemy’s 
force, wliich might at one time render an operation expe- 

2 u 2 
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dient, and at another very much otherwise ; and I should 
not wish to have my judgment on the line I should adopt in 
any case fettered by any supposed engagement in which an 
Officer employed by me to confer with General O’Donnell 
might have entered. 

‘ The Spaniards, and O’Donnell in particular, have long 
pressed for a military convention for the execution of a 
particular plan of operations. It has always appeared to 
me, that as I was the only person in the Peninsula who really 
commanded an army, and that I command it under restric- 
tions and instructions by your Lordship, I ought not to 
consent to lend myself to such a convention unless I should 
see an army formed in Spain capable, by its numbers, its 
equipment, and efficiency, to effect some important object in 
our common operations. Now there is no such army ; and 
the consequence of entering into such a convention would 
be, that I should bind myself, for no reason, to perform a 
certain operation, even after my own judgment should have 
convinced me that, under your Lordship’s instructions, I 
ought to discontinue it : in other words, I should give, but 
receive nothing. Accordingly, your Lordship will find, in 
all my correspondence with the Ambassador, that I state to 
the Spanish Government the plan which I propose to follow, 
and suggest that which the Spanish troops should follow to 
aid iny operations ; but I do not bind myself to persevere 
to the last ; nor have I suggested any plan to them to aid 
me, in which it will be necessary for them to persevere so 
as to endanger the safety of any of their armies. 

^ Your Lordship will have seen that I sent the battalion 
of marines to England some time ago, according to the wish 
you before expressed upon that subject. 

‘ I have written to Mr. Perceval regarding my promotion 
in the Peerage ; but I beg your Lordship will accept, and 
wall convey iny thanlcs to the Regent’s Government for the 
favors which have been conferred upon me, 

^ Believe me, &c. 

" The Earl of LiverpooL ‘Wellington. 

‘ P. S. I have written to Mr. Perceval regarding: Lord 

w O 

Wellesley’s resignation ; and T can only say that I am very 
sorry for it. ‘ W.’ 
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To the Eai'l of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

" My BEAR Lord, ‘ Elvas, 12 th March, 18 12 . 

enclose the list of names of General Officers of the 
British and Portuguese army, omitted in the vote of thanlcs 
of the two Houses, on the taking of Ciudad Bodrigo. They 
all belong to divisions which were employed in the siege. 

‘ I postpone publishing these votes till I shall hear from 
your Lordship that the error is rectified. 

" Believe me, &c. 

The Earl of Liverpool: WELL]^■GTO^^ 

To Viscount Melville. 

" My BEAR Lord, ‘Elvas, ISth March, ISI 2 . 

‘ Since I wrote yesterday, I have read General Maitland’s 
and the Duke of York’s papers on the transfer of the army 
in India to the Cromi. The latter relates only to the mode 
of transfer,, which is excellent, if the transfer should be 
determined upon. The desire to accumulate wealth, and to 
return to Europe, is natural and praiseworthy in an Officer 
of the local army in India. A great majority of them can 
have no other object; and people who have this object 
exclusively are very apt to forget their duty, and the rules 
of subordination, when either militate with its attainment. 

‘ But I do not agree with those wLo think that the mutiny 
at V ellore is to be attributed to the prevalent existence of 
this spirit among the Officers of the army, nor do I think 
that the origin of the subsequent mutiny of the Officers 
ought to be attributed to it. I attribute the mutiny at 
A^ellore to accidental circumstances. One of these was the 
arrival in the East Indies, just previous to its occurrence, of 
a new- Governor and a new Commander in Chief, many 
Officers of high rank, and of regiments, recently from 
England. The Governor and the Commander in Chief were 
supposed not to be on good terms, or to agree in opinion 
upon public affairs. This state of things did not tend to 
increase the respect for authority. 

‘ The Officer in command at Vellore was newly arrived, 
and knew nothing of the native troops ; and the Officer in 
charge of the police of the town did his duty, but badljK ' I 
believe it is known that more than one Officer at Velibre 
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had received notice of what was likely to happen, hut they 
did not attend to the information. 

If all this be true, and if it be true that there were 
circumstances in the General Order calculated to create 
discontent, I believe it will be admitted that the mutiny at 
Vellore may be attributed to other circumstances besides the 
spirit of gain among the Officers. 

" I do not know much of the subsequent mutiny of the 
Officers. I believe that Government never regained its 
strength after Lord Powis’ government was broken up. 
The first quarrels of the persons in authority rendered it 
contemptible, and those of their successors brought it to the 
ground. 

" Upon the back of all this came General Macdowall’s 
orders and letters, and his conduct; audit is not astonishing 
that the Officers mutinied. It is my opinion, from reading 
the papers, that the supposed fear of losing their emolu- 
ments was the pretence for the mutiny instead of the real 
cause. 

‘ But, will the measure proposed by General Maitland 
apply a remedy to the evil ? I answer, certainly not. If it 
be right to call Officers serving with the native troops in 
India His Majesty’s local army, and to enable them as 
Colonels to serve the State in all parts of the world, will that 
diminish among them the desire of gain? I am afraid not. 
The object of these Officers, after having gone through the 
period of their service, must still be to return to their own 
country with some sort of independence, and this is what 
creates the desire of gain throughout the period of the 
service in that country. 

^ If the measure proposed by General Maitland will not 
remove the cause which he supposes has occasioned all the 
evils which have prevailed in the local armies in India, I 
am afraid it will increase those evils which, in my opinion, 
have occasioned them. 

^ I say that the evil has been the weakness of the go- 
vernment, occasioned by the contending pretensions of the 
Governor and the Commander in Chief, and by the undue 
interference of the Company’s authorities at home in the 
government and patronage abroad. What would become 
of the government if the Commander in Chief had the whole 
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army at his back, and obeyed no authority in India ? Have 
Commanders in Chief never advanced extravagant preten- 
sions on the subject of lucre, and advanced those pretensions 
in such a manner as to endanger the public authority? 
Let the records be looked at, and see what would have been 
the consequence, upon more than one occasion, if the army 
had been entirely and exclusively the King’s, and the Com- 
mander in Chief had chosen to carry matters to extremities, 
as he did, having only a part of the army exclusively under 
his command. 

^ If this arrangement is adopted, the Commander in 
Chief of the army must invariably be the Governor of 
the settlement, which might be a very proper arrangement ; 
but let it be adopted on its own ground, and not as the 
consequence of, and prop to, another arrangement, which I 
am convinced can never be adopted with advantage till the 
Crown shall take the exercise of the sovereignty into its 
own hands. 

" I do think it would be a very beneficial arrangement to 
allow Officers in the service of the Company to exchange 
into the service of the King, and for the Company’s service, 
as well as for the public, that His Majesty might be enabled 
to avail himself of the service, in Europe, of Officers who 
had served the East India Company in India. But this 
arrangement might easily be effected without expense, and 
without adopting the whole extent of the plan of General 
Maitland. 

^Believe me, &c. 

‘ Viscount Melville: " Welungtok. 

To the Earl of Liverpool y Secretary of State. 

^ My Lord, ‘ Elvas, ISth March, 1812. 

" I have received your Lordship’s dispatch of the 12th 
ultimo (No. 15), regarding Major General Cooke’s arrange- 
ments for keeping the Spanish shot foundries in activity ; 
and I beg to refer you to the copy of my letter to Major 
General Cooke of the 7th January on this subject, which I 
forwarded to your Lordship on the 8th of that month. 

" There appears to have been some hesitation on the part 

of Lieut. Colonel of the artillery to furnish the 

estimates required by my letter, which has induced me to 
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repeat my directions on this head to Major General Gooke; 
and I tinist that his answer will enable me to form an 
opinion upon the extent of the assistance to bO; given to the 
Spanish Government in ammunition, &c. 

^ I have the honor to be, &c. 

^ The Earl of Liver'pooV ^ Ellington. 

To the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

‘ Mr Lord, ‘ Elvas, I 3 th Mai-ch, is 12. 

^ I moved the head quarters from Freneda on the 6th, 
and arrived here on the 11th instant. 

I found everjT-thing so far prepared for the siege of 
Badajoz, that I propose to invest the place on the 16th 
instant, notwithstanding that all the stores for the siege are 
not yet ariTved- 

^ Owing to the difficulties in procuring means of 
transport, I have been obliged to detach many regiments, 
both of the British and Portuguese army, to the rear to 
receive their clothing and equipments; but I hope that I 
shall be able to collect the whole before the enemy will be 
ill a situation to interrupt my operations. 

^ Marshal Marmont arrived at Salamanca on the 6th; but 
the enemy had no intelligence, on which they could rely, of 
the movement of our army, and it was generally known that 
I was still in that part of the country. I have intelligencG 
from Ciudad Eodrigo of as late a date as the 10th, at which 
time the enemy had made.no movement. 

^ The 5th division of infan tiy, under Lieut. General 
Leith, marched ill this direction from thence on the 9tli and 
idth; but I have ordered the 1st hussars, under Major 

General— r to remain in their posts on the Yeltes 

and Huelva till the General shall be certain, from the 
enemy’s movements, that they are aware that the allied 
army have moved. 

‘ There are none of the enemy’s troops in the field in 
Estremadura, excepting that part of the 5th corps not in the 
garrison of Badajoz, the head quarters of ivhich are at Villa 
Franca; and a detachment, consisting of about a division, 
under 'General Darricau, whose head quarters are at La 
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reiia. I conclude that these troops will retire when our 
)ops shall advance. 

‘' The enemy have improved the works of Badajoz very 
nsiderably since the place has been in their possession, and 
3y have in the place a very suflScient garrison ; but I hope 
a,t I shall be able to obtain possession of it. 

^ The enemy have made no movement, and I have heard 
no operation of importance since I addressed your Lord- 
Ip last. According to the last accounts. Marshal Soult 
LS in the lines before Cadiz. 

/I have the honor to be, &c. 
he Earl (yf Lwe)j}QoU ^ Wellington. 

To Major General Cooke. 

ha, ‘ Elvas, 14tli March, 1812. 

^ I have received orders from the Secretary of State to 
nvey to you directions to relieve the troops at present 
ationed at Tarifa, by a detachment from those under your 
mmand at Cadiz ; but as I am not aware of the strength 
the present garrison at Tarifa, or of the numbers required 
r it, I beg you to send there a sufficient force, in their due 
:oportions of British and foreign troops, under the coin- 
and of an Officer on whom you can depend. 

" In regard to the defence of Tarifa, I still entertain the 
unions which I communicated to you in my letters of the 
;t and 25th of February; and in the event of j^our being 
' the same opinion, 1 request that you will take measures 
secure possession of the island, and that the town may be 
msidcred merely as an outpost from it, to be evacuated 
hen the state of the enemy’s preparations for attack may 
mder the measure necessary. 

‘ I beg that a plan and description of the works prepared 
^ the governor of Gibraltar in the town and island of 
arifa may be transmitted to me as soon as it may be 
Dssible, and that you ivill arrange with Lieut. General 
ampbell the relief of the troops which at present garrison 
le place. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

Major General Cooke" ‘ Wellington. 
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To Major General Cooke. 

^ >SiR, ‘ Elvas, 14th March, 1812. 

I have much pleasure in transmitting to you, to be com- 
municated to Colonel Skerrett, the duplicate of a dispatch 
which I have received from the Earl of Liverpool, conveying 
the approbation of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent 
of the distinguished conduct of that Officer, and the brave 
troops under his command, in the successful defence of 
Tarifa. 

' I request that you will acquaint Colonel Skerrett that I 
did not fail to report, in due course, the events which took 
place at Tarifa ; but, by some accident, my dispatch on this 
subject had not reached the Earl of Liverpool when his 
Lordship wrote to me the enclosed letter. 

" I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Major General Cooke. ^ ^ Wellington. 

To the Right Hon. Henry Wellesley. 

^ My dear Henry, ‘ Elvas, uth March, 1812. 

‘ I have nothing to add to my public dispatch, which I 
enclose. We invest the place on the day after to-morrow. 

' Marmont’s troops are all ready for a start ; but I hope 
to be strong enough for a stiff affair with him and Soult, and 
to take the place too. I shall not give the thing up without 
good cause. 

" Ever yours most affectionately, 

‘ The Right Hon, H. Wellesley? ^ "WELLINGTON. 

To Colonel Austin. 

« Sir, ' ‘Elvas, 15th March, 1812. 

‘ I have the honor to inform you that the Conde de Penne 
Villemur is on his march through the Alentejo with about 
4000 cavalry and infantry, by the enclosed route, in order to 
enter the Condado de Niebla. He will be at Redondo on 
the day after to-morrow. 

‘ The Commissary General will supply him on his march. 

‘ The object of sending the Conde into the Condado is to 
draw off the attention of the enemy from the operations in 
this quarter which are carrying on under my command. 

‘ In case the Conde de Penne Villemur should be obliged 
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to fall back upon the province of Algarve, it is desirable 
that you should be provided with means of transporting his 
troops across the Guadiana ; and that you should have col- 
lected a magazine, with 24,000 rations of provisions, to 
supply him during the time' which, in that case, he may be 
obliged to remain within the Portuguese frontier. 

' It would also be very desirable that you should have 
one or two light boats fitted upon carts, in order to accom- 
pany the Conde de Penne Villemur to the Guadalquivir, in 
case he should think it proper to direct his operations 
towards and eventually across that river. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Colonel Austin: ' Wellington. 

To Lieut. General Sir T. Graham^ K.B. 

‘ Dear Sir, ‘Elvas, 16tli March, 1812, 12 at noon. 

' I enclose some letters just received from the north, a 
report from Lieut. Hillier, and one from Toledo, &c. 

^ I have desired Sir K. Hill to communicate with you to- 
morrow by Almendralejo, if he can; to move upon Villa 
Franca next day, if Bonet should remain there. If he should 
not, to occupy Almendralejo while you shall be employed in 
pushing Bonet into the mountains. 

" Believe me, &c. 

• ^ Lieut, General " WELLINGTON. 

Sir T. Graham, K.B: 

To Lieut. General Sir R. Hill, K.B. 

‘ My dear Hill, ‘ Elvas, leth March, 1812, 12 at noon. 

" General Graham marched this morning, and we invest 
the place on. the left of the river this day. I have not been 
' able to go out, which is the reason for delaying it on the right 
of the river. 

' General Graham will be at S*'" Marta to-morrow ; and it 
is very desirable that you should communicate with him by 
Almendralejo, on your arrival at Merida. 

" If Drouet should have continued at Villa Franca, it is 
likewise very desirable that you should move on that place 
early on the 18th, so as to co-operate with Sir Thomas 
Graham in the attack of the enemy. 
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^ Sir Thomas^ Graham will push the enemy quite back to 
Llerena if he should not already have withdrawn entirely ; 
and while he is so employed, you might as well have a part 
of your troops at Almendralejo, unless indeed Sir Thomas 
Graham should require your assistance. 

Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General . ^ Wellikgton. 

Sir R.HULK.B: 

To Lieut, General Sir K.B. 

^ My DEAR Hill, * Elvas, IStli March, 1812, o p. m. 

^ I have just received a letter from Sir Thomas Graham, 
from Marta, written last night, in which he tells me that 
he intended to move upon Feria this day, instead of upon 
Villa Franca, towards Llerena to-morrow, and on the 20th on 
Llerena. 

' I think it probable that Drouet, finding that you were 
yesterday at Merida, and Sir Tliomas Graham at Marta, 
will have moved at once upon Llerena. Ho^vever, till Sir 
Thomas Graham shall return from his expedition on Lle- 
rena, it is desirable that you should keep your corps at Villa 
Franca, and endeavor to communicate with him. If you 
should find that he. does not carry into execution his plan 
to the extent of going to Llerena, you will obey the instruc- 
tions in my letter of the 16th. If, as I hope, he will have 
taken up the line which I pointed out to him upon Drouet’s 
retreat, I shall then point out a position for you north of the 
Guadiana. 

" We broke ground last night, and got on wxll, notwith- 
standing the rain. 

*' Believe me, &c. 

' Lieut, General ■ ‘ Wellington. 

Sir R. Hilh K,B: 

To General Don Carlos de Espana, 

< ‘ Camp before Badajoz, 20tli Marchi 1812. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s 
letters of the 15th, 16th, and 17th instant. 

^ The report which you make of Ciudad llodrigo dis- 
tresses me much. I had hoped that, when by the labor of 
the British raid Portuguese troops, and at the expense of 
the British Government, I had, in concert with General Cas 



1812. 


CAMP BEFORE BADAJOZ. 


G69 


tanos, improved and repaired the works of Ciudad Rodrigo, 
so that at all events the place was secure from a conj) de main, 
and had left money in order to complete the execution of 
what our troops had not time to complete, I should not have 
been told by your Excellency, that for want of the assistance 
of fifteen or twenty British soldiers, who are artificers, and 
whose services are required for other objects essential to the 
cause of Spain, the whole business is at a stand. Is it pos- 
sible that your Excellency can be in earnest? Is it possible 
that Castille cannot furnish fifteen or twenty stone cutters, 
masons, and carpenters, for the repair of this important post? 
How have all the great works been performed which we 
see in the country ? 

^ But your Excellency’s letter suggests this melancholy 
reflection, that everything, as well of a military as of a la- 
borious nature, must be performed by British soldiers, and 
it becomes my duty to bring this fact distinctly under the 
view of the allied Governments. 

^ I am decidedly of opinion that the enemy cannot attack 
Ciudad Rodrigo for the want of heavy artillery, and that 
they cannot get up the artillery which they require till the 
month of May at soonest. In that period, if I can keep my 
army collected, I can do much for the cause ; and, to enable 
me to keep my army collected, I require only that the works 
planned and agreed upoar should be continued, for which I 
have left the money ; and that the provisions for which I 
had given the order upon St. Joao da Pesqueira on the IGth 
of February should be thrown into the place. 

^ If those provisions are not thrown into the place, it is 
obvious that, by placing one division between the Coa and 
Agueda, the enemy will, according to my calculation, in 
thirty days, and, according to that of your Excellency, in 
twenty-three days, have possession of the place. 

^ I acknowledge, however, that I am a little surprised that 
there should be provisions in the place to last only for twenty- 
three days, even including some that your Excellency placed 
there. 

^ I have always reckoned the garrison at 3000 . men. ' Be- 
tween the 2Gth January and 17th February there were de- 
livered over to the Spanish Commissary, by Mr. McNair and 
Mr. St. Rcmy, 50,000 pounds of biscuit, and 37,500 pounds 
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of salt meat. There were issued from Almeida^ on the 28th 
of February, 6000 pounds of salt fish, and, on *the 10th of 
March, from the same place, 10,000 pounds of biscuit, and 
3,399 pounds of rice'; and there were originally in the store 
at Ciudad Rodrigo 19,800 pounds of flour, and 1000 pounds 
of biscuit. Reckoning the flour the same as biscuit, there 
would thus be iA the garrison 80,800 pounds of biscuit, and 
3,399 of rice. Reckoning one pound of rice equal to two 
pounds of biscuit, the garrison would have 87,400 pounds of 
that article, or for twenty-nine days, and for 43,500 pounds 
of salt meat or salt fish, and plenty of spirits, &c. 

" Mr. St. Remy was likewise directed to deliver over 5000 
pounds of flour on the 10th of March, of which I have not 
the report. 

^ In addition to this quantity, I gave your Excellency, on 
the 16th of February, an order upon the magazine of St. 
Joao da Pesqueira, only sixteen leagues from Ciudad Rod- 
rigo, for 156,000 pounds of biscuit, and 25,000 pounds of 
rice ; and yet, in one month from that date, that is to say, 
on the 15th March, your Excellency writes me that the place 
has provisions only for twenty-three days ! ! 

^ In writing this letter to your Excellency, I do not mean 
to make any reproach. I wish only to place upon record 
the facts as they have occurred, and to show to your country 
and to my country, and . the world, that if this important 
place should fall, or if I should be obliged to abandon plans 
important to Spain in order to go to its relief, the fault is 
not mine. 

" I liayfiJi^honor to be, &c. 

* General ‘ Wellington. 

Don Carlos de EspafiCt^ 
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